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IS TIN PAN ALLEY THRU? 





Weekly Reminder of What It Takes 
Is High Cost Bway Stage Shows 


o 








Despite that vaudeville ain’t what 
it used to be, Broadway's variety 
houses are spending more for 
shows than at any time in the past. 

Loew’s Capitol is paying $19,000 
for seven acts this week and co- 
headlining Phil Baker and Lou 
Holtz. The Paramount has a $12,- 
000 bill topped by Harry Richman 
and Bert Lahr. Loew’s State is 
spending more for vaudeville than 
ever before. The Palace is the only 
theatre to decline in cost and qual- 
ity of its stage shows with a five- 
act-film combination policy pre- 
vailing. 

When vaudeville was at its peak 
some years ago, prior to the de luxe 
picture house thing, the Palace was 
playing all the big acts but few 
rated present day vaudeville sal- 
aries. 

Current Salaries 


An idea of current salaries is 
available from the current week's 
Broadway bills. Holtz is getting 
$6,000 plus a percentage; Baker, 
$5,000, and Abe lLyman’s band, 
$3,500 at the Capitol. Paramount 
is paying Richman $5,000, and Lahr, 
$4,500. In contrast, Roger Wolfe 
Kahn's band at $2,250 is one of the 

(Continued on page 32) 


ACTS FREE IN RENO’S 
MEX GAMBLING SPOT 


Reno, Nev., July 25. 

Directed by Clarence Shockley 
and featuring Welker Cochrane, ex- 
national billiard champ, a new gam- 
bling place opened last week with 
the come-on furnished by vaudeville 
acts from Hollywood. Called keno- 
pool and adapted from the Mexican 
game of that name. It packed in 
the crowds for three nights but the 
play, at $1 per card, has been light. 
The nut is extra high. 

Cochrane, who breaks the balls 
and shoots the pool end of the game, 
divides honors as an attraction with 
Zeke'‘s Hillbilly orchestra from L. A., 
while the dancers and singers do 
their stuff as a free attraction. 

House seats 360 and admission is 
free. 








File Your Child 


Hollywood, July 26. 

Pair of ex-federal investigators 
have opened an identification bu- 
reau here, and are making a bid for 
the film colony to register their 
children. System includes finger- 
printing, sample of handwriting and 
all other identifying data. This in- 
formation is distributed to all police 





departments to be filed in case of 
kidnapping. 
Parents also receive a copy, on 


@ diploma-like parchment. Service 


charges $10 per registration. 





Does She Listen? 





Los Angeles, July 25. 

Whenever a girl is reported 
missing to local police one of 
the first questions asked rela- 
tives is whether she’s inter- 
ested in radio, and if so what 
programs has she been follow- 
ing. 

If the missing miss is a 
serial hound, appeal for her to 
return is broadcast at the 
opening of the program she 
is known to favor for sev- 
eral days. Many wandering 
femmes have been brought 
home through this method. 


L. A. Auto Camps a Worry 
For Hotels During Olympics 


Los Angeles, July 25. 

With more than 3,200 auto camp 
courts on the outskirts of Los An- 
geles, hotel operators in the metro- 
politan area are not banking much 
on capacity business before, during 
or after the Olympic games. 

Hotel men figure the camps, with 
an estimated housing capacity of 
51,000 persons, will catch the mo- 
torists before they reach the city. 
Economic pressure also figured to 
create an incentive for many of 
the visitors hibernating in the one 
room cabins, with space for their 
cars provided in the adjoining 
lean-to. 

Rates for these camp quarters 
range from 75c to $1.50 nightly as 
against a top of $2 to $12 a day, plus 
garage, in the downtown hotels. 

















Politicians Vs. Beauts, 
So Schedules Shuffled 


Galveston, July 25. 

Personality Contest, originally set 
for July 23 and 24, was changed to 
Aug. 6 and 7, due to primary elec- 
tion July 23. 

Officers of beach association fig- 
ured public would be more interest- 
ed in casting votes than in seeing 
the gals. 





Pro-Dry Auto Tags 
Detroit July 25. 
In an effort to combat the auto 
‘Repeal’ tags the prohibition crowd 
have duplicated with a similar sign 


reading ‘Keep Prohibition.’ 
Mostly seen in the rural districts 
of Michigan. 








FISH GET HIM 
Hollywood, July 25. 

Wallace Beery turned down some 
weeks of personal appearances. 

Figured after he would have split 
50-50 with Metro, paid his agents 
and the government (income tax), 
he’d have more fun fishing, 











AESENT ‘NUISANCE 
VALUE” PAY-OFF 


Radio’s New Royalty Rev- 
enue Has Created a Revo- 
lution in T. P. A.—Com- 





mercial Broadcasting’s In-. 


roads on Nation’s Song 
Fashioners Long a Prob- 
lem—25% Increase _ to 
$1,250,000 Deemed In- 
adequate — Where Will 
the Composer Find His 
Outlet? 


—_—___— 


HOPES ARE SHATTERED 





Music men are mentally hand- 
cuffed by the question of whether 
the $1,250,000 which the radio in- 


terests have agreed to pay the'! 


authors, composers and music pub- 
lishers is the swan song of Tin Pan 
Alley? The music trade in general 
regards it as a ‘nuisance value’ 
payoff. 

With nothing but the radio left 
to write for, and with radio refus- 
ing to compensate the creative 
songwriters to any appreciable de- 
gree, the songsmiths and publishers 
see the beginning of the end for 
their business. There is no further 
outlet left for the composer and 
lyricist, since biz on sheet music 
and disk sales are productive of 
only considerably reduced revenue. 

The radio is the top outlet but 
despite the fact that the ether in- 
terests need the new song material 
for constant program use, the mini- 
mized returns for the songwriters 
has almost completely removed the 
desire and the financial inspiration 
to write. They can’t live on the 
glory. 

To have the No. 1 song of the 
country was once a thrill and an 

(Continued on page 44) 


CIRCUS CALLED 
OPPOSISH 
TO FAIR 


Minneapolis, July 25. 

Representatives of the Minnesota 
State Fair, the Minnesota Federa- 
tion of County Fairs and 30 state- 
wide affiliated organizations are 
waging a vigorous fight to prevent 
the city councils of Minneapolis and 
St. Paul from licensing the ap- 
pearance of Ringling Brothers-Bar- 
num & Bailey circus in the twin 
cities, 

The circus wishes to show in Min- 
neapolis, Aug. 22-23 and in St. Paul, 
Aug. 24. Fair group claims 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Empire Parley Turns Ottawa Into 
Near-Boom Town; Theatres Prosper 








Double Line 





Chicago, July 25. 
Given up for dead or lost 
or both the past year, Solly 
Violinsky staged a resurrection 
act by turning up here last 
week, minus the 10-gallon hat, 
chaps and two guns he was 





last seen with in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. 

Getting the quick lowdown 
on this town, Solly approached 
a friend and asked him about 
conditions. ‘Plenty tough,’ was 
the answer. ‘You should see 
the breadline here.’ 

‘What, only one line” re- 
plied the effervescent Solly. ‘I 
just come from a town where 
they have two breadlines. One 
for white bread and another 
for rye.’ 


Radio Station Taking No 
Risks on Campaign Libel 


New Bedford, Mass., July 25. 

Irving Vermilya, manager of Sta- 
tion WNBH, isn’t going to take any 
chance on libel suits resulting from 
political speakers. When the fall 
campaigns begin to get lively, Ver- 
milya will have his staff attorney 
sit in the studio, conveniently 
placed near the microphone switch. 

When a _ hot-headed politician 
makes a wisecrack that indicates 
that something libelous will follow 
the lawyer will do his stuff and the 
speaker will be yanked off the air. 























School Reel Teaches 
English Through Gags 


Los Angeles, July 25. 
Kerry Conway, conducting a ‘chat 
on words’ hour over KHJ twice 
weekly, has followed up his ‘Laugh 


and Learn’ series of short reel pro- 
duction with an English grammar 
reel, produced by ERPI. It’s a talk- 
er, intended for the schoolroom. 

Short is a combination of laughs, 
with English follow-ups. Idea is to 
interest the child first in some gag 
and then demonstrate by sound and 
action the grammatical meaning of 
the subject. 








Depression Wheel 


Canton, O., July 26. 
A twist for park concessions is a 
Depression Wheel at Meyers Lake 
Park. Cigarets and such go to the 
| winners, 


nickel, but when given the name of 
Depression Wheel 
| heaviest play along 
| On a@ recent big outing it grossed 





ito park officials. 


Ottawa, July 25, 
The Imperial Economic Confer- 
ence opened July 21 in the House 


of Commons for the inaugural ap- 
pearance of the empire statesmen 
in the role of envoys for the good 
of the British Commonwealth and 
the world at large. The opening 
sessions was by invitation only, but 
the international radio hook-up sat- 
isfied all of the rest. The big show 
has as many newspaper critics as 
official performers and this great- 
est press gang that Ottawa ever saw 
is the exclusive care and worry of 
Hon, Dr. R. J. Manion, member of 
the Canadain Cabinet, whose busi- 
ness it is to see that the scribes 
don’t wander backstage and get 
tangled up with the _ delegates’ 
wires. 

The conference is a gold mine for 
Ottawa merchants, theatres, gar- 
age and boarding houses. Local 
stores are keeping open until 6 p.m., 
the usual summer practice being to 
close an hour or two earlier. The 
merchants are doing much flag- 

(Continued on page 38) 


N. Y. HOTELS ASKING 
RENT MORATORIUMS 


New York hotels are asking for 
rent moratoriums and getting them 
in some cases. They are also now 
checking each other, as the the- 
atres do, to maintain a line on what 
the other fellow is doing. 

According to an unofficial check, 
most of the big hotels did nothing 
over the July 4 weekend, one of the 
biggest having had only 21 paying 
guests those days. 

New York is generally adjudged 
to be as badly over-hoteled as it is 
ever-seated by its theatres. One 
major hotel has taken the tele- 
phones out of many rooms, deem- 
ing them excess in view of the 
present demand for accommoda- 
tions. 


Silent Films and Vaude 


Davenport, Ia., July 25. 

Charles Berkell is building an 
open air theatre here for silent pic- 
tures and vaude. One price for ail 
seats, 10 cents. 

Berkell, from legit stock, main- 
tains there is a place for the silent 
drama, that an open air theatre is 
that place, and will find out. 














it received the | 
the midway.; hot months, were asked to register 


| 


| 


| 





TAP CuNSCIOUS 
New Haven, July 25. 
Femme teachers attending Yale 
summer school go for their tap 


Wheel failed to do anything at a| dancing in a big way. 


When normal school studes, who 
use the local university during the 


their preference for a recreation pe- 


the | $240 at one cent a play, according | riod, a flock of them selected tap 
{ dancing. 
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Screens Swank Crowd Jarred as 


Lesser Lights 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Hollywood's shirt tail aristocracy 
is staging a battle royal for the 
social supremacy of the Malibu 
summer coldény. 

Unlike the winter social season in 
Hollywood and Beverly Hills, the 
beach can only accommodate just 
s0 many homes. Some of these are 
occupied by picture people who are 
strictly playing the family time as 
far as Hollywood is concerned. 
Point has been reached where the 
big time social lights are burning 
over the amount of social promi- 
nence the smallies are acquiring. 

While the Malibu fires burn sev- 
eral of the old line picture mob, 
who for various reasons remain in 
town during the summer, are fight- 
ing hard to retain their social posi- 
tions over the season by throwing 
parties that are about as exclusive 
as a championship fight. 

Snooty Affairs 


Beach parties are never the same 
hot-cha affairs as the town gather- 
ings. Malibu t kes on a veneer of 
class, despite bathing suits, that has 
most of the town assemblies Icoking 
rather rough. Raised eyebrows 
predominate at Malibu, even ball 
games on the beach drawing frowns 
as too plebian. But the beach has 
long since developed a new type of 
picture person known as the Mali- 
booer. 

For class, Douglas Fairbanks and 
Mary Pickford continue in the spot 
usually entertaining for the blue- 
bloods. But royalty hasn’t been 
traveling much this season, so the 
Fairbanks have had to entertain 
several people who are just plain 
social, , 


FOX HAS MUSICAL YEN, 
ROGERS SINGS IN NEXT 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Fox evidently wants to try out 
musicals again. Endeavoring to get 
Buddy DeSylva back as a producer 
and writer of musicals, the studio 
has also decided: to tune up the 
forthcoming Will, Rogers’ film, 
*“Jubilo.’ ‘ 

Picture was due to start July 28 
but has been set back a week with 
a rush assignment to James Han- 
ley, L.. Wolf Gilbert and Sidney 
Mitchell to write a score. Intention 
is for Rogers to make his film de- 
but as a warbler in this opus. 
There'll also be numbers by Nell 
O’Day and El Brendel. 

Winnie Sheehan’s idea to musica- 
lize ‘Jubilo’ is due to an impression 
made on him by some foreign pic- 
tures featuring trick musical syn- 
chronization. 

Similar tune stuff will be part of 
this Rogers’ film. 














Frances Marion Doubling 
Between Metro and Mary 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Frances Marion, who worked 10 
weeks on an original story for Mary 
Pickford, has been called back to 
Metro to go on ‘White Sister.’ Also 
she’s to do some work on ‘Original 
Lady’ and ‘The Prize Fighter,’ latter 
for Clark Gable. 

Miss Marion will be with Metro 
three weeks, thence returning for 
six weeks to complete the Pickford 
yarn. Meantime, Agnes Christine 
Johnston will spend four weeks 
making a first adaptation on Miss 
Pickford’s story. 

Reason for Miss Pickford’s cur- 
rent New York trip is said to be to 
look for more stories for future 
use. 





Coastbounders 


Jack Connolly has left for the 
Coast to supervise shooting of the 
Olympics for Pathe News. Sylvia 
Sidney’s parents, Dr. Sigmund Sid- 
ney and Mrs. Bee Sidney, west, 
Saturday (23) via the Canal route, 
to be present for their daughter’s 


birthday. 
Sid Skolsky, New York ‘News’ 
columnist, to the Coast to cover 


the Olympics and do a Hollywood 
column. 





Hymer’s 2-Reelers 
Hollywood, July 25. 
Jules White, producing shorts at 
Columbia, is to make a series of 
two-reel hoke comedies starring 
‘Warren Hymer. 





How Low? 





Hollywood, July 25. 

Studio head in a story con- 
ference over material for a 
couple of comedians, became 
a bit confused trying to ex- 
plain himself. 

Finally he said: 

‘I want som thing with 
laughs and thrills. You know, 
another “Abie’s Irish Rose,” but 
low down.’ 





Grab Social Prestige 








$150 Comedy Shorts 
Writers, $150 Meggers, 
Top Coast Salaries 


Hollywood, July 26. 
Writers specializing in two-reel 
comedies see few of the shorts pro- 
ducers paying more than $150 
weekly for this type of work. 
Lowest salaries for these writers 
is paid at Roach, where Henry 
Ginsberg, production head, says 
that no two-reel writer is worth 
more than $100 weekly. Ginsberg 
further claims that comedy direc- 
tors are worth only $150. 
Salaries paid by Educational, 
Christie and Sennett, while higher 
than the Roach figure, are not above 
$200. Outside of these studios there 
is little work for the dual-reel boys. 
No two part comedies are being 
made by the independents, who 
have found the market for shorts 
very dull. 
In previous years comedy writers 
have commanded as high as $1,000 
weekly for two reelers. Several of 
the surefire boys even got above 
that figure. Same for directors. 
Latter are now lucky to get $400 
top. 
Cutting of shorts salaries is 
blamed for the falling market and 
popularity of double billing. Come- 
dies have taken a back seat in fa- 
vor of novelty shorts of one reel 
length. Toughest job in pictures is 
to provide laughs in a single reel 
through action and hoke dialog. 
Indie producers have done fairly 
well on novelties, which for the 
most part can be made quite cheap. 


Old Home Week 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Old home week has started at 
Paramount with a number of for- 
mer contract players, writers, di- 
rectors and execs back on the pay- 
roll after several years’ absence. 
Those there now are Cecil B. 
De Mille, Lila Lee, Adolph Menjou, 
Luther Reed, Charles Burton, Gil 
Pratt, William LeBaron and Wil- 
liam K, Howard. 
Howard, borrowed from Fox to 
direct ‘Lusitania Secret,’ was let out 
by Paramount five years ago as a 
western director, 














A Long Sail 


Eddie Hitchcock left the Warner 
New York advertising department 
Saturday (23) to promote a world 
adventure tour on a three-masted 
schooner with a Chinese crew. 

Idea is along co-operative cruise 
lines, offering 15 accommodations at 
$2,000 a head. Cruise is to consume 
a year, sailing Oct. 1. 


RIPLEY-BROWN RETURN 


Robert L. Ripley returned to New 
York yesterday (25) after a tour 
of Europe for his ‘Believe It or Not’ 
cartoons. He visited only the 
‘midget countries’ of the Continent, 
avoiding the usual corners, 

Also on the Bremen, after a Eu- 
ropean vacation, was Clarence 
Brown, film director. 











MULLALY’S FILM DEBUT 


Don Mullally, Broadway play- 
wright, is making his first Holly- 
wood try. He’s with Warner Bros. 


as a writer on the usual term ar- 
rangements, three months’ with 
options. 

Mullaly left last week for the 
west, placed by the William Morris 
office, 








h 





WILL MAHONEY 


Now at Fox’s Theatre, San Fran- 
cisco, California. 

The Los Angeles “Herald Ex- 
press” said: “Will Mahoney is a 
smash hit. The audience last night 
cheered him. His falls, his comedy 
and famous xylophone dance 
brought many of the audience to 
their feet to shout bravos.” 


Direction 


RALPH FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 








Coast Brings Back 
Old Time Ballyhoo 


For Solo Previews 





Los Angeles, July 25. 


Swank picture previews, with all 
the crowd-drawing ballyhoo of im- 
portant premieres, have made their 
appearance again. Radio, for the 
one night screening of ‘Bird of Par- 
adise,’ at the F-WC Ritz last Fri- 
day (22), provided the usual array 
of arcs and had motion and still 
cameramen on the job photograph- 
ing the crowds. There was a big 
turnout of the stars from the stu- 
dios. 

House took advantage of the in- 
novation and widely publicized the 
event. Aside from the air announce- 
ments it took on every semblance 
of a $5 opening. 





Caesar Yarn for U’s 
Tala Birell Builder-up 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Arthur Caesar, after a_ three 
months rest period, now on the 
Universal payroll writing an orig- 
inal for Tala Birell. 

Script is to have a Continental 
background, with Miss Birell to be 
groomed along Dietrich lines to 
stardom. 


McLaglen-Lowe as 
Team for ‘Rackety-Rax’ 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Victor McLaglen is negotiating to 
return to Fox. Idea is for him to 
play the lead in ‘Rackety Rax,’ 
gangland football yarn. Studio fig- 
ures to again team McLaglen with 
Edmund Lowe in this picture. 








‘DAYLIGHT’ FOR ROBINSON 


Hollywood, July 25. 
‘Daylight,’ an original story by 
John Cornwell, has been bought by 
Warners for Edward G. Robinson. 
Story is based on a dawn-to- 
dusk cross-country flight. 


SAILINGS 


July 30 (New York to Southamp- 
ton), R. C. Sherriff (Olympic). 

July 29 (San Francisco to Shang- 
hai), Sam Burger (President Grant). 

July 27 (New York to Frankfort), 
Ernest W. Gross (Bremen), 

July 26 (London to New York), 
Joe Cook, Dave Chasen (Europa). 

July 26 (London to New York), 
Wilella Waldorf (Lafayette). 

July, 23 (New York to Los An- 
geles), Dr. Sigmund and Bee Sid- 
ney (Virginia). 

July 22 (New York to London), 
Senator Murphy, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Dixon, Leyla Georgia, Jack 
Foster (Paris). 

+ July 20 (Paris to New York), 
Clarence Brown (Bremen). 

July 20 (Paris to New York), 
Francoise Rozay (Mrs. Jacques 
Feyder) (Ile de France). 

July 19 (Ne - York to Paris), V. 
James Crisafulli, Maurice Marks, 
Rita Weiman, Douglas MacLean, 
Eddie Dowling, Alma Archer, Fritz 
Kley, James Van Planch Ritchy 








(Champlain). 





An ye ll Choice 





Hollywood, July 25. 
A so literary author recently 
arrived here to take his fling 
at pictures, and under contract 
to do same at the stipend of 
$500 a week. 


Upon arrival the learned 
neophyte was treated with the 
greatest courtesy, shown 


‘round the lot, introduced, etc. 
Finally came the time to dis- 
cuss assignments and the stu- 
dio, still obsessed with the idea 
of making the writer like it, 
proffered, ‘And now that you're 
here, sir, what would you like 
to do first?’ 

‘Well,’ replied the author, 
‘If it’s all the same to you, I'd 
like to work on the newsreel 








or Mickey Mouse.’ 








Adventure Venture 
On Again as Money 


In Escrow for Crew 





Hollywood, July 25. 
New set of promoters now own 
the schooner ‘Poinciana,’ berthed in 
the Hudson river, New York, which 
came into the limelight recently 
when technicians, engaged here for 
the proposed floating picture studio, 
began to howl. 
O. K. Hunsaker, manipulating the 
former deal, is now out. New out- 
fit is operating as Famous Story 
Pictures, Inc., with Robert S. Ross, 
organizer of the New York Capitol 
National bank, president. Isadore 
Bernstein, former general manager 
of Universal, is also in. the com- 
pany. 
According to Ross, all cash to 
take care of the picture-making 
voyage has been promised and is 
coming in fast. Film unit’ will 
leave here, he declares, 60 days after 
the last dollar of the amount prom- 
ised is subscribed. 


Background and Shorts 


First stop will be Juan Fernandez 
island. Here a modern ‘Robinson 
Crusoe’ story will be filmed. Ex- 
pedition also intends to film the 
background for two other features, 
‘Mother Jungle’ and ‘Never, Never 
Land.’ To waste.no time a series 
of short comedies, kidding them- 
selves and the trip, will be made. 
Otto Brower, former Paramount 
director, is to direct. 

Promoters, conscious of the last 
blow-off, offer a year’s salary in 
escrow for each member of the 
crew before sailing, to be drawn out 
in weekly or monthly installments 
by the workers’ families here. Bern- 
stein has further promised half 
of his percentage cut-in for division 
among the technicians, who were 
on a Universal expedition with him 
two years ago. Both Bernstein and 
Brower are in the deal for salary 
and percentage. 

Ross figures that with $165,000 
he’ll bring back one full feature, at- 
mosphere for two others, and the 
series of comedies. 


Fox’s AllStar Film 





ASK $125 SCALE 


Pat Casey is taking in hand an 
impending labor jam over the news- 
reel men’s demands for a $125 
weekly minimum wage. Includes 
both sound and camera operators, 
Little likelihood of any tie-up even« 
tuating. 

Universal, Fox and Paramount’s 
$40 and $50 scales, in somv instances 
to their newsreel staffs, precipitated 
a move for unionization and a $125 
weekly minimum demand. 

Demands were accompanied by a 
strike threat on Aug. 1. 

Some of the crack newsreel men 
aro in the $150 and $175 class and 
the newsreel companies would be 
amenable to a $75 minimum, which 
Casey has offered them, but the 
$125 demand is scoffed at. 

The Chicago ‘Daily News’-Uni- 
versal Newsréel Reporter precipi- 
tated matters in that U’s reel is 
actually shot silent with Graham 
McNamee later dubbing in the ex- 
planatory talk. Hence U has been 
paying the lighter salaries, notably, 
as it means just a matter of throw- 
ing a camera over the shoulder and 
going out after news shots. With 
the others it’s more complicated 
with sound trucks, etc., on location, 




















Hollywood, July 25. 

Fox is the Jatest to go in for the 
all-star thing. .Execs are toying 
with the notion for ‘State Fair.’ 
Idea would be to use Will Rogers, | 
Janet Gaynor, Charles’ Farrell, 
James Dunn and Sally Eilers. Rob- 
ert Montgomery might also be bor- 
rowed from Metro for the film. 
Henry King is to meg. 





Freeman on Coast 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Charlie Freeman, to be RKO con- 
tact for the eastern end, blew into 
town over the week end. They 
gave him his office at the Radio 
studio today (Monday). 
Freeman is making a survey of | 
talent the studio has available for 
personal appearances. 
He has had a load of 
work piled on him, too. 





contact 





| 
RIGBY’S WOE | 
Los Angeles, July 25. | 
Petition in bankruptcy filed by 
Gordon Rigby, scenarist, shows $17,- 
024 in liabilities and assets of $1,926. 
Among debts listed are $66.66 to 
the Community Chest, $2,175 in 
commissions and note for $300 to 
Ruth Collier, $6,225 alimony and 
$2,500 property settlement to his 
|} former wife. 











| pletion of 
, Walsh now has on tap at Fox. 


Coast Agents Try Tea 
As Bait for Client Raid 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Preview ‘tea’ in the offices of the 
new Ad (Mrs. B. P.) Schulberg- 
Charles Kenneth Feldman agency 
which film names attended last week 
is looked on as the forerunner of @ 
raid on the ranks of the Joyce & 
Selznick contract people. 

Understood that several who ate 
tended the soiree are among the 
group who have asked their re- 
lease from J-S contracts in the 
past few days. Tea not only drew 
the picture names but wives of pic- 
ture people socially prominent and 
figured to have influence with their 
husbands. 


Tough Casting 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Toughest casting assignment in 
months is for Warners’ ‘Silver 
Dollar.’ 

Doubles for William Jennings 
Bryan, President Grant, President 
Arthur and Emma Abbot, famous 
songstress of the 80’s are neces- 
sary. Studio has sent calls east 
for the types. 














St. Clair-Bachman 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Mal St. Clair has been. put under 
a three-year contract by J. G. Bache 
man to direct. 

His first picture will be ‘Goldie,’ 
by Salisbury Field. Firm is negoe 
tiating with Paramount to secure 
Nancy Carroll for the lead. 


Raoul Walsh and U 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Universal would like to have 
Raoul Walsh for one picture and 


négotiations to that effect have been 


launched. 
Picture would be made on come 
‘Salomy Jane’ which 





Offers Tracey Two 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Columbia is dickering with Lee 
Tracey for a two-picture contract, 


films to be made during the next 


12 months. 


Tracey is currently playing the 


lead in Col’s ‘Night Mayor.’ 





BREAK FOR SLIM 
Hollywood, July 25. 

Slim Summerville, only character 
in the ‘All Quiet’ cast not killed off 
in the story, besides Lew Ayres, 
spotted in the sequel to the Erick 
Remarque story, ‘fhe Road Back.’ 

Studio figured that it would be 
poor policy to cast bumped-off 
members of ‘All Quiet’ in the new 
picture, as both stories are closely 
allied. Ayres’ character was pre- 
sumably killed off at the finish, but 
this was not definitely established 
enough to prevent his returning as 
in the book, 
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JACKIE-MG 1ST 
ACADEMY CASE 


— 


Hollywood, July 25. 
First case for the Academy arbi- 
tration board under the new pro- 


’ ducers’ agreement will be the diffi- 


culties between Mrs. Mabel Cooper, 
mother of Jackie Cocper and Metro. 
Mrs. Cooper kept her son away from 
his work in ‘Father and Son’ last 
Wednesday and Thursday claiming 
the studio refused to give her an 
accounting and settlement on the 
youngster’s recent personal appear- 
ance tour. 

Studio claimed that no settlement 
was due as they had advanced her 
money prior to the tour. Later Mrs. 
Cooper and the studio agreed to 
present their difficulties to the 
Academy and young Cooper went 
back to work. 


BANNISTER’S $40,000 
PATHE SETTLEMENT 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Harry Bannister got $40,000 from 
Radio in settlement of his Pathe- 
contract, mutually terminated about 
the time he and Ann Harding an- 
nounced intention to divorce. He 
is now in New York. 

Bannister’s agreement had two 
years to go in one-year periods. 
Actor asked for a full year’s pay at 
the rate of $1,250 a week, his then 
present pay check. 

Radio countered with an arrange- 
ment of $40,000, in three install- 
ments, which, due to the 40-week 
provision in the contract, is only 
$10,000 less than Bannister’s asking 
price. 


Jolson Adds 2 More 
Comics to List of 4 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Comedians continue to get a 
break in the general trend to bunch 
comics in features. Al Jolson has 
the fever for his ‘New Yorker.’ 

Victor Potel and Heinie Conklin 
are in the picture to enhance the 
comedy supporting mob which al- 
ready has Roland Young, Harry 
Langdon, Chester Conklin and Ed- 
gar Connor. 

















Canine Twist 





Hollywood, July 25. 

Kidnappers grabbed a dog be- 
longing to Ann Sten and sent the 
German actress a ransom note de- 
manding $500 for its return. 

Beverly Hills police are follow- 
ing up the note saying it wouldn't 
have happened if the studio had 
not given the dog wide publicity. 

Nobody has asked any of the 
Goldwyn press agents if they wrote 
the letter. 





Stop Davies Film While 
Picking 1 of 5 Climaxes 





Servants’ Delight 





Hollywood, July 26 
Freddie March's servants are 
all excited because a famous 
picture star has moved next 
door—Clark Gable 














Lloyd Doesn’t Want 
To Work for a Year, So 
Truex Will Do ‘Dark’ 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Harold Lloyd, upon completion of 
‘Movie Crazy’ for Paramount, 
doesn’t want to make another pic- 
ture for at least a year. That isthe 
reason he has rejected Joseph M. 
Schenck’s request to do ‘Whistling 
in the Dark,’ the Ernest Truex play. 
Lloyd figures that under present 
conditions it would be futile for him 
to make a heavy investment in a 
picture. 

Schenck, with $50,000 involved in 
the story, has had numerous picture 
personalities, including Stuart Er- 
win and Charles Ruggles, read the 
script. It is likely, though, with 
Lloyd’s refusal, that a deal may be 
made by Schenck for Truex, who is 
remaining here until the end of next 
month. 

Lloyd goes east shortly and may 
take a six months’ trip to Europe 
before returning here. 


HARRY JOLSON MAY YET 
DO HIS YARN AS FILM 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Harry Jolson will make another 
try for the screen. Ralph Fargo, 
former Chicago showman, is nego- 
tiating with Joe Brandt, of World- 
Wide, to obtain a release for a pic- 
ture starring Al's brother. 

Story is the same that Harry 
wanted to make for Universal by 
whom he was signed three years 
ago. It is based on the life story 
which Harry had published in the 
‘Saturday Evening Post’ at that 
time. 

Fargo is willing to put up haif 
the negative cost of the opus. 














Warners Add Two More 
To Paul Muni Contract 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Warners has given Paul Muni a 
new contract, calling for three pic- 


tures. Actor came here on a one- 
picture deal to make ‘I Am a Fugi- 
tive,’ to start /.ug. 1. 

Production dates for the new two 
are not set, as Muni must return 
to New York by Sept. 1 to resume 
in ‘Counselor at Law.’ His second 
film will not be made until after 
the play closes its road run. 

Glenda Farrell chosen to play op- 
posite Paul Muni in ‘I Am A 
Fugitive’ which starts July 28 at 
First National. 





Col. Takes Ruth Weston 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Ruth Weston, legit actress and 
New York society girl, brought here 
by Radio and then let out, has been 





Hollywood, July 25. 

Complete except for final se- 
quences, Metro halted work on 
‘Blondie of the Follies,’ starring 
Marion Davies last week. Picture 
is now being cut. 

After cutting is completed studio 
will make up its mind which of five 
possible endings will be used. 


Wanted—Male Lead 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Clara Bow and Sam Rork have 
their heads together on the selec- 
tion of a male lead for her Fox 
picture, ‘Call Her Savage.’ 

So far the studio has submitted 
a dozen lads for the part but none 
have suited Miss Bow. Picture is 
scheduled to go into 
Aug. 10. 

Agreement between Miss Bow and 


Fox stipulates that she will have | 


the final say on her supporting cast. 


production | 


put under contract by Columbia. 
First picture ‘Polo.’ 


THOMPSON FLYING WEST 
Harlan Thompson, in New York 
from the Coast for a few days, re- 
turns west this week probably by 


plane. 
Thompson just recently com- 
pleted the script on ‘Phantom 


President,’ the George Cohan-Para- 
mount picture, and returns to the 
Par Coast lot for further assign- 
ment. He may possibly do a 
Broadway show this fall having 
finished his writing on this work. 








| MEIGHAN IN ‘GARDEN’ 


Tom Meighan left New York Fri- 
|; day (22) for Hollywood to play 
part. in ‘Madison Square G: cuit ; 


' Rogers for Par release. 


Picture is being made by Charles R. | 


FOR FILM BIZ 
ON ANNUAL BASIS 


Average Major Co. Feature 
Cost Only $20,000 Under 
731, but Less Waste In- 


volved — Star Salary Re- 
ductions Minor Factor 


$20,000,000 LIMIT 





Economies effected within the 
picture business now total approxi- 
mately $18,000,000 yearly. Estimate 
embodies every department and 
office in the business here and 
abroad and includes all salary cuts 
as well. 

Film leaders, who have just com- 
pleted the tabulation, do not figure 
the industry can add much over an- 


other $2,000,000. 


Of this total the Hollywood stu- 
dios are credited with an aggregate 
curtailment of around $6,000,000. 
Since picture negative costs are 
here figured apart from home office 
and theatre savings this means, 
company heads point out, that the 
average major feature budget for 
'32-'33 is only about $20,000 under 
the previous year. Before this offi- 
cial report there were estimates that 
budgets at the end of this year 
would show an average reduction 
of around 25 to 35%. 

The statisticians do not base their 
approximation of Hollywood savings 
to date on the announcements of 
companies. These would show a 
total schedule of 400 features. They 
calculate conservatively that the 
major companies altogether, will be 
doing well if they deliver 300 fea- 
tures length films next season, 

Players’ Reductions 


Reductions in star salaries are 
said to constitute but a minor part 
in the Coast cut. As a matter of 
fact, executives state, much ado has 
been made over the slice accepted 
by a few stars, but actually the 
important contract players who 
have consented to a trimming com- 
prise only a handful. In many in- 
stances where cuts have been ac- 
cepted the players have been so 
disgruntled as to have caused such 
friction that their organization fig- 
ured it more economical to restore 
full remuneration. 

That industry cuts have been de- 
ceptive and exaggerated to date is 
cited by the savings of one major 
company. This organization put in 
three cuts in all its departments 
throughout the world and now re- 
ports that the total saving is only 
around $1,000,000 yearly. . 

Following the  producer-distrib 
meeting in New York last week, for 
which Will Hays made a special 
trip in from the Coast, the feel- 
ing, among eastern executives is 
that although the new product will 
be on virtually the same cost basis 
as formerly, next season’s screen 
will reflect every dollar’s worth 
without the tremendous waste in 
surplus time and material previous- 
ly consumed in turning out a film. 


Branch on Beauts 


Hollywood, July 25. 


Huston Branch has been assigned 
by Warners to write an original 
around his experiences as a press 
agent. Branch is credited with pop- 
ularizing the Bathing Beauty con- 
tests and originated the Galveston 
beauty tourney. 

Yarn carries the temporary title 
of ‘The Low Down.’ 


Cantor Rests Till Aug. 1 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Eddie Cantor vacationing at 
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Those Weekends 





Hollywood, July 25. 

They’ve made another dis- 
covery down at Malibu, that 
famed beach resort of the pic- 
ture colony. 

Residents thereof are now 
weekending at Santa Barbara 
to dodge the usual influx of 
Friday to Monday guests. 


Flo Courtney Gets 
$105,000 from Jessel 
For Visiting Reno 


The George Jessel-Norma Tal- 
madge future nuptials look official. 














When both come in for $11,000 
jointly at the Paramount, New 
York, week of Aug. 12, the bally- 
hoo will probably dwell on the 
romance. 

Jessel flew to the Coast last 
week, right after closing at the 
Oriental, Chicago. The previous 


week Miss Talmadge and Jessel 
made a personal app in Chi. 

Mrs. Jessel (Florence Courtney) 
is said to have agreed to a settle- 
ment and will seek a Reno divorce. 





Chicago, July 25. 
George Jessel, winding up a 
three weeks’ engagement at B&K’s 
Oriental here confirms his forth- 
coming divorce from Flo Courtney. 
Mrs. Jessel will obtain the decree in 
Reno. 
Jessel has agreed to pay his wife 
$55,000 outright plus attorney fees 
and $10,000 a year for five years, 





Hollywood, July 25. 

Georgie Jesse! blew in town for 
a short stay Friday (22). 

Jessel will rehearse nis act with 
Norma Talmadge, in which they 
will open at the Paramount, New 
York, while here. 


JOLSON’S $12,000 FOR 
N. Y. PAR, WHEN AND IF 


Al Jolson has an indefinite book- 
ing of a week at the Paramount, 
New York, under a percentage deal 








that will guarantee him around 
$12,000. William Morris office ar- 
ranged it. 


The date will be in late summer 
or early fall, depending on when 
Jolson completes his present pic- 
ture work on the Coast. 

Jolson’s last Broadway appear- 
ance was in the legit, ‘Wonder Bar.’ 
He played a week at the Capitol 
two years ago at $10,000 and per- 
centage. 


Wheeler Cancels Dates 
To Make His Col. Picture 


Bert Wheeler is due in Hollywood 
for his first Columbia talker with 
Bob Woolsey immediately after his 
current jump-breaker at the Orien- 
tal, Chicago. He had to call off 
another Publix picture house week, 
St. Louis, because of the picture 
eall. 

The Paramount, New York, let 
Wheeler off a day in advance last 
week to permit the Chicago jump. 
Pat Rooney stepped into the spot 
for the final four performances. 








Sculptress Goes Film 


Pittsburgh, July 25. 
Pittsburgh's latest contribution to 
Hollywood is Dorothy Hale, once a 
Carnegie Tech 
cepted by Samuel Goldwyn to play 
opposite Ronald Colman in ‘Cynara.’ 





| 


|; Arrowhead Springs for the next two | 


| weeks, ‘Kid from Spain,’ his Sam 
| Goldwyn picture, will not get 
started until Aug. 1. 
After a four months search Cold- 
wyn has finally recruited dis chorus 


{of 60 amateurs for this production 


Test came about as a result of a 
chance meeting between Miss Hale 
}and Goldwyn in Havana last winter. 
| Miss Hale is the daughter of J. P. | 
|Donavan, prominent real estate || 
dealer locally. Her first husband 
j}was T. G. Thomas, 2d, millionaire 
clubman. She later divorced him ! 
and married Gardner Hale, art- 
ist. Herself a sculptress, of late 
|Mrs. Hale has been conducting an 
jart gallery in New York. 
Her only professional experien: 

was in the chorus of ‘Lady Be} 
Good with the Astaires. 


rr 


PLAN ACTORS 
HOME NEAR L.A. 


Los Angeles, July 25. 

Move is under way for an actors’ 
home to be established on the 
Coast. Committees representing the 
Troupers, Masquers, and agents of 
the local branch of the Theatrical 
Press Representatives, will meet 
Thursday (28) to discuss the ad- 
visability of asking for part of the 
revolving fund which Dan Froh- 
man built up for the Actors’ Fund 
home on Staten Island. 


The Troupers own a five acre 
tract outside of Riverside, Cal., 
which is to be purchased by that 
city fcr reservo'r purposes. Money 
from the sale will be used towards 
purchasing a site nearer Los An- 
geles on which the proposed home 
for the aged actors would be built. 


LOEW READY FOR WORLD 
TOUR IN OWN AIRSHIP 


Arthur Loew has completed an 
itinerary for a world flight by air 
to be made by him starting Sept. 12. 
He's sailing for Europe on that date 
on the Ile de France and taking his 
plane with him. Return sailing on 
the same boat Nov. 30. 

Loew's route will take him for 
a five day stay in Moscow, a visit 
in China, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Egypt and almost every im- 














portant spot on the Eastern Hemi- 
sphere, 


Extras Hard Hit 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Placements of extras last week 
fell 150 below the previous seven 
days, to a total of 2,726, according 
to Central Casting. Average for the 
month is considerably below the 600 
a day level of June. 

No big sets during the week with 
daily calls running between 50 and 
100 supes per production. 











Ann Dvorak Assumes 
WB Contract Sept. 1 


Warners does not regard itself as 
directly concerned with Ann Dvo- 
rak’s complaint against the contract 
she holds. Contract passes from 
Howard Hughes, under a deal, to 
WB Sept. 1. Meanwhile Miss Dvo- 
rak has been loaned to WB for a 
few pictures. 

Miss Dvorak has complained of 
her salary, claiming that this is out 
of proportion to what Hughes is get- 














drama student, ac- | 











ting for her. Miss Dvorak is in 
New York. 
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hemistiee Declared as Fiimdom 


Ponders Zoning Results and New 
Move for Adoption of 5-5-5 Plan 


Biggest push of the indie exhib- 
ftors, closely inter-related in scope 
although conducted on several 
tangents, starts this week with an 
all-round armistice. 

Developments in various disputes 
between the indies and distributors 
reached the following stages yes- 
terday (Monday): 

(1) The terms in the Horwitz- 
Cleveland matter and the effect 
which they are expected to have 
upon the entire industry. 

(2) Declaration by distributor 
spokesman that within the next two 
weeks the 5-5-5 contract will be in- 
troduced but that the introduction 
will be made by one company ai a 
time, the same manner in which the 
outlawed uniform formula was born 
in 1923. 

(3) Set-back of uniform zoning 
for at least six months, or until the 
Youngclaus decision is clearly de- 
fined, if not reversed, by the highest 
court. 

The inter-relation of these three 
factors is positive, according to 
lawyers and executives as well as 
exhibitor leaders. They point out 
that the Horwitz method, based 
solely on exhibitors solving their 
own protection problems, can be 
adopted nationally and so eliminate 
‘the need for any set zoning ma- 
chine which the Youngclaus deci- 
sion now prohibits. 

Horwitz-Hays Pact 

Under the Horwitz-Hays pact, 

final details which were worked 


(Continued on page 13) 


WANT ALL AD MEN IN 
ON THEATRE CAMPAIGNS 


For the purpose of harmonizing 
advertising ideas on outside com- 
pany films, H. B. Franklin, KAO 
prexy, has suggested that all. ad 
reps participate in the preparation 
of theatre publicity campaigns. -Bob 
Sisk will be RKO’s rep under the 
plan. 

Proposal is in addition to another 
wherein both Par ‘and RKO will 
work together in ‘the spreading of 
their individual Greater Show Sea- 
sons: Understanding has _ been 
reached between the two firms that 
‘the drives be conducted co-opera- 
tively from an a. and p. standpoint. 
Campaign will last a month starting 
in August. 


Pa. Halts ‘Price’ 


Pittsburgh, July 25. 

No telling what Pennsylvania cen-, 
sors are liable to do. Right after 
passing . ‘Scarface,’. which nobody 
here thought would ever get by, the 
board put thumbs down on ‘Pur- 
chase Price’ (WB). — 

Move forced the Stanley to make 
a last minute change to ‘Lady and 
Gent’ (Par) this week. 

















Fleischer Hearings Due 
On Betty Boop Dolls 


Hearing is scheduled for today 
(Tuesday) in U. S. District Court, 
New York, of two actions brought 
by Max Fleischer against manufac- 
turers of ‘Betty Boop’ dolls. Fleisch- 
er is the cartoonist who created the 


singing character for the ‘Betty 
Boop’ cartoon series released by 
Paramount. 


Both actions ask for injunctions 
and damages under the copyright 
laws, which if granted would en- 
title Fleischer to a given amount on 
each such doll manufactured. Car- 
toonist alleges the dolls were turned 
out without authority. 

Actions are against Ralph A. 
Freundlich, Inc., and individuals of 
that company, and Prince Doll Co. 
and others. Co - plaintiff with 
Fleischer is Joseph L. Kallus, head- 
ing Cameo Doll Co. allotted the ex- 
clusive license to make ‘Betty Boop’ 
dolls. Suits are brought for Fleisch- 
er, et al, by Louis N. Nizer. 

Another sutt pends against Para- 
mount, distributor of the cartoon 
series. It was brought by Helen 
Kane and asserts that the doll char- 

acter, mode of singing, etc. is a 
eopy of a style she originated. — 





Hangover 





Hollywood, July 25. 

A local columnist was com- 
plaining that Winchell is still 
printing stuff that he took 
notes on here three months 
ago. 

‘Yes,’ said another, ‘and he’s 
still scooping us with it.’ 


PAR TO BLAST PRODUCT 
CAMPAIGN ON AUG. 14 


Paramount-Publix will officially 
commence carrying its ‘Paramount 
Year’ to the public Aug. 14. On that 
date Publix theatres will get spe- 
cial lobby displays and trailers ad- 
vertising the new product. 

The Paramount sales and theatre 
drive will extend to around Nov. 15,, 
or ove. a 13 weeks’ period. 
Organization on film rental re- 
turn is shooting for a quota on the 
new year of $3,000,000 over the pre- 
vious season. 

Herman Wobber, east to direct 
the campaign; George J. Schaefer, 
Par distrib boss; Joe Ungar, eastern 
sales manager, and Al Wilkie, on 
the sales house organ, left Friday 
(22) for the Ohio territory on the 
drive. They will also contact 
‘Pittsburgh. 

Adolph Zukor, Sam Katz and oth- 
ers are said to have persuaded 
Wobber, who dislikes the east, into 
coming on to marshal the forces 
behind the quota push. He did it 
once before in '23 at Zukor’s re- 
quest. 

Among the moves in this cam- 
paign is the good will trip which 
Zukor is making to principal cities 
and launched in Boston, 


FOX NEWS MAPS HEAVY 
COVERAGE OF OLYMPICS 


Los Angeles, July 25. 
Most ambitious plans for news- 
reel coverage of the Olympics is 
credited to Fox Movietone, which 
opened headquarters here with a 
staff of 15. Will handle the events 
for Movietone, Hearst Metrotone 
and 27 allied fcreign reels. 
Offices, within a couple of blocks 
of the Stadium, are fitted with tele- 
types to permit constant communi- 
cation with the home office. Joe 
Hubbell in charge. 
An extra crew is at the Fox 
Western avenue plant for cutting 
and editing. 























Bev. Hill Exchanges 


Organize Sales Force 


Los Angeles, July 25. | 

Stanley W. Hatch, former general 
sales manager for Educational, will 
handle eastern distribution for the 
recently organized Beverly Hills 
Exchanges. Headquarters will be 
in New York with exchanges in 
Boston, Philadelphia, Washington, 
Albany and Buffalo. 

J. M. Jossey gets the Ohio terri- 
tory and midwest distribution will 
be under J. Fred Baker. San Fran- 
cisco spot is assigned to C. M. Van 
Horn; Seattle, Portland and Butte 
to Les Davis and Walter Wessling, 
and the southwest to Texas Film 
Co., through Joe Wolf. 

Third production for Beverly, ti- 
tled ‘The Man Eater,’ was completed 
July 16 with two others, ‘Terrors 
of the Amazon’ and ‘The Phantom 
Sea,’ to be completed within 10 
days. 





Buzzell’s ‘Virtue’ 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Next directorial assignment. for 
Eddie Buzzell is ‘Virtue,’ an original 
by Robert Riskin for Columbia. 
Riskin and Buzzell are working 
on the dialog and adaptation. 





Cunningham’s 6 mons. Ticket 
Hollywood, July 25. 
Universal has given Joe Cunning- 
ham a six months writing permit. 
Cunningham had been working for 
the past three months on a week to 





week basis. 





YOU TOO CAN PLAY— 


Victoria Palace, Trocadero and 
Chez Henri Cabarets same week, be 
selected for two important London 
theatre openings, broadcast success- 
fully IF Eugene Conrad writes your 
material, Henry Sherek arranges 
your bookings, Harry Ward advises, 
Jenie Jacobs negotiates, providing 
ELSA NEWELL is your chief com- 


edienne, 
BILLY NEWELL 








NO VERDICT YET 
ON PAR-WB 
BOOKINGS 


A tight situation between Warner 
Bros. and Paramount as the two 
companies prepare to start from 
scratch on film booking. Since the 
Publix franchise on WB-FN prod- 
uct, covering the majority of that 
chain’s situations, has been torn 
up neither side is obligated to the 
other. : ; 

Warners, from information, itself 
took the initiative in scrapping the 
franchises, notifying Publix that a 
new deal would have to be written. 

Decision came at about the same 
time that Publix had been priming 
itself for an argument with WB, 
even under the old franchises, ac- 
cording to report. Publix had made 
a complete analysis of all Publix 
towns and what Warner pictures 
did last year in each case. Before 
Publix had an opportunity to sub- 
mit the survey the Warner notice 
on the franchise abrogation arrived. 





New Preliminary Steps 


Whether or not Warner coverage 
in Publix operations under any new 
deal will be as wide as under the 
franchises is not indicated as yet. 
That the two sides are going into 
a deal is inferred by preliminary 
work already started by both sides: 
But as yet there are no com- 
mittments. 

Warners insists that its program, 
based on pictures delivered during 
the 1931-32 season coming to an 
end, places it in front as the in- 
dustry’s leader. Regardless of what 
the cancelled franchises called for, 
the company believes it is entitled 
to better terms this year. 

Should ‘Publix and WB reach an 
impasse on a new deal, Warners 
will probably immediately _ start 
selling away from the big circuit to 
independents in every town where 
possible, 

No one comments on what Par’s 
attitude will be when it comes to 
selling Warner theatres. 

Both Par. and WB sat down yes- 
terday afternoon (Monday) by ap- 
pointment to discuss the new deal. 

Within 10 days or so Publix ex- 
pects to be prepared to sit down 
to discuss product deals with all 
major distributors for the coming 
season, 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Aber Twins. 
R. C. Sherriff. 
Phil Goldstone, 
Benny Rubin. 
Bert Green. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Max Terr. 

Dr. Sigmund Sidney. 
Bee Sidney. 

Sidney Skolsky. 
Jack Connolly. 
Thomas Meighan. 
Harlan Thompson. 











Mitzt Green. 


fas a secret operative. 





Raliy in Stocks Goes Into 2d Week: 
Loew Crosses 20; Par Above 3: 
Theatre Bonds Advance Slowly 





Titles By Detour 





Hollywood, July 25. 

Studio story departments 
have ev-lved a further psy- 
chology relating to permission 
for what may be adjudged 
risque picture titles. 

If the first name selected is 
turned down the story execs 
go into a deep conference from 
which thex emerge with a 
worse, or more raw, designa- 
tion, The finish is often a com- 
promise permitting use of the 
first title, 


RKO WOULD ADJUST HIP, 
N. Y., RENT; 35c 2D RUNS 


Negotiations now on by RKO for 
readjustment of its Hippodrome 
lease in New York. Plan is to re- 
open the spot in the fall as a sec- 
ond run picture house at 35c. top. 

Rental basis being sought is on 
percentage against the gross, not 
exceeding $100,000 annually, plus a 
percentage of profits up to $56,000 
on a 52-week basis. 

Percentage angle is due to the 
policy being applied to the house. 
Usual three: - month cancellation 
clause now privileged to RKO may 
remain. Understood that with the 
opening of Radio City the Hipp’s 
second run policy will go into the 
RKO Mayfair, N. Y. As things 
shape, when this happens the Hipp 
may be given up by RKO or go to 
a daily change. 


‘NAME’ ILLUSTRATORS 
BEING SOUGHT BY RKO 


Magazine cover and commercial 
display trends will be incorporated 
in the RKO picture and theatre ad 
copy. The circuit is offering from 
$1,000 to $2,500 for drawings by 
‘name’ illustrators. 

Tony Sarg, Russell Patterson and 
Nat Carson nave been contracted so 
far for RKO art work. Overtures 
have been made to most of the high 
priced cover and commercial artists. 























Two Par Writers Out, 
Renew on Raphaelson 


Hollywood, July 25. 

James Warner Bellah, after two 
weeks on the script of ‘Lusitania 
Secret,’ is out at Paramount. James 
B.. Fagan is now on the script. 
Raoul Whitfield, 
New York six months ago as a 
writer, is also out, . 

Samson Raphaelson, another Par- 
amount writer, left for the Maine 
woods Saturday (23) upon comple- 
tion of ‘Honest Finder,’ Lubitsch 
script. He returns with a new con- 
tract in October for the next Lu- 
bitsch film. 

E. B. Leshin, for many years with 
Cecil DeMille, has been ré-engaged 
by Par to work on ‘Sign of the 
Cross.” Sidney Lazarus, formerly 
at First Natiomal, also added to this 
writing staff. 





Soldier as Producer 


; Hollywood, July 25. 
William von Brinckin, former 
German army Officer and spy, is or- 
ganizing a company to produce fea- 
tures. First picture,-untitled, will 
deal with his personal experiences 


Von Brinckin was an assistant to 
Von Papen, who headed the Ger- 
man espionage system in America 
during the war. 





BUY LAIT’S STORY 


Jack Lait has sold an unpublished 
and unfinished manuscript to the 
Reliance Picture Co., of which H. M. 
Getz and Eddie Small are execu- 
tives. The work will eventually be 
a book. 

Title on it is, If Christ Came to 
Chicago.’ This caption appeared on 
an expose story by W. T. Shed, the 
British reformer, in 1892. Lait is 


brought on from} 





- 
By AL GREASON 


The stock market yesterday 
(Mon) went into the second week 
of the advance with accelerated 
pace and increased volume, the 
amusements taking a modest part in 
the market demonstration. The ad- 
vance was being managed conserv- 
atively, with intermediate setbacks 
as realizing came in, but resuming 
the slow climb with real determina- 
tion. 

Loew’s crossed 20 during the aft- 
ernoon, penetrating the 18 level 
which marked its best in the June 
upturn; Paramount got up to 3 late 
in the morning and held that level 
to the gong. Volume was modest 
among the amusements although the 
session ran to a turnover around 
1,500,000 for the whole list. 

A few issues were exploited and 
had an artificial look, but generally 
the move had good leadership in 
Steel which closed at its best for 
the day above 26; Telephone which 
held levels close to 79 and the con- 
spicuously good performance of 
Consolidated Gas which climbed to 
better than 41, best it has shown 
since February. American Can was 
laggard. 

Bonds generally continued to 
make progress, the amusements do- 
ing well enough to be singled out 
for news tape comment. Preferred 
stocks were especially strong, with 
the Senior Steel soaring more than 
4 points close to 67. 

Bonds Furnish Lead 

It was the performance of the 
bond list last week that furnished 
the impetus for the best recovery 
in the industrial section that has 
taken place since February. The 
amusements for the first time dis- 


played a disposition to keep pace 
with the averages on the upside. 








9 . 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
100 Am. Seat. % % 
200 Com. F.pf, 4 3% 383%—% 
100 Col. Pic... 7% 7% 7% 
8,900 East. K.; 1% 39%. 41 +1% 
700 Fox A.... 1% 1% 1%+% 
200 Keith pf.. 10 9% 10 +3 
5,700 Loew ..... % 19% 20%+1 
100 M-G-M pf. 14% 14% 14% + 
20 Orph. pf. 5% 5% + 
18,100 Par-P .... 3% 2% 3 + 
1,900 RCA ...05 4% 44 44+ % 
1,500 RKO ...66 8 pe + 
1, Ww oor 1% WMH 144+ % 
BONDS 
$1,000 Gen. Thr.. 1% 1% 1% 
1,000 Keith .... 33% 33% 33% 48% 
7,000 Loew 75 74 75 1 
17,000 Par-F.M.. 21 20 +1 
8,000 Par-P . 19% 18 19% +1% 
1,000 RKO 54 54 54° +1 
28,000 W. B..... 17 16% 16% 
CURB 
400 Tech ..... 1% 1% 1% 
100 Trans-L... 1% 1%° -1%+ % 











In most cases the gains were of 
small proportions, fractions on the 
low priced issues, but Loew staged 
a fairly impressive gain from be- 
low 14 to better than 19 and held 
the ground gained to the end. 
Leadership in Loew’s, of course, 
is the most ‘hopeful thing in the 
outlook. Whether the stock can be 
pushed further at this time remains 
to be seen, but last week’s record 
ought to help generally as demon- 
strating the idea that probably the 
worst of the theatre situation is 
either past or in a way to be mend- 
ed promptly. 

Certainly the ‘movement of prices 
was a reversal of what’ took ‘place 
from early last winter until the list 
hit bottom early in July. In those 
months the amusement group put 
on 4 poor show irrespective of the 
situation elsewhere in the market. 
Even on minor bulges throughout 
the list, they held steadily to a 
downward course. Now it has been 
proved difinitely that they can bé 


(Continued on page 19) 


FRISCO ORPH REOPENING . 

San Francisco, July 25. 
Orpheum reopens Auy. 5 with 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ for an in- 
definite run. 
Picture plays the previous week 
at the Golden Gate, 


Reverts to Brill 
Park Lane, New York, under 
lease to RKO, reverts to the’ Sol 
Brill estate around Aug. 1, with the 
house going indie. . 











adapting the idea and modernizing 
the same background, 


Change in operation is reported 
due to differences over rentals. 
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SEEK TRUST LAW LENIENCY 





Coast Indies Accept Closed Shop; 
Expect Sound Craft Move on Majors 


Hollywood, July 25. 


Willingness of independent pro- 
ducers to accept closed shop con- 
ditions in settlement of the sound 
technicians’ threatened strike, sets 
@ precedent for labor conditions in 
the studios. 

Majors have always operated on 
fan open shop basis, although vir- 
tually closed due to the preponder- 
ance of union men in the various 
crafts. 

Independents have strongly op- 
posed the union idea but with a vir- 
tual settlement reached, and with it 
an acceptance of fui. closed shop 
conditions, belief here is that a move 
will now come from the unions to 
obtain a similar declaration from 
the majors. 

Back at Work 


Agreement was reached by a 
eommittee representing both sides 
after another committee failed to 
make progress. Men are back at 
work with the almost definite as- 
gurance that this committee’s ten- 
tative settlement will be ratified by 
both unions and producers. 

Two concessions granted are that 
the union agree to three instead of 
four men on a sound crew and a 
salary raise to $255 a week for the 
crew, for a seven-day week, with 
mo extra charge for overtime. Divi- 
gion of this amount between the 
three men will be left up to the 
union. 

While this falls short of the scale 
@emanded by the union, it is higher 
than paid by some of the majors 
which are protected under the basic 
wage agreement still in operation 
with members of the Hay organiza- 
tion. 

Radio’s differences with the 
goundmen is also patched up. Union 
agreed to accept the salary cut as 
ea whole, but has been given the 
privilege of scaling the wages 
among the various classes, 


Exhibs’ ‘Buy Now’ 
- Campaign Will Use 
Trailers, Speakers 


Atlantic City, July 25. 


'' A campaign to loosen the purse 
| of a hesitant citizenry has been ac- 
| cepted by the MPTO members of 
| Eastern Pennsylvania, Southern 
New Jersey and Delaware. At the 
18th annual convention held here, 
‘organization pledged itself to use 
the screen of every membership 
house through trailers and “four- 
minute men” talks to remind the 
public to “Buy Now and Secure the 
Future.” 

American Federation of Labor, it 
‘Was announced, has already con- 
tributed $5,000 toward the drive. 

Philadelphia is to start the cam- 
paign, outlined by William Goldman, 
general manager of the Warner in- 
terests there. A committee is to 
be appointed to co-operate with one 
selected by Mayor Moore. 

_ The ‘exclusive’ sales policy was 
soundly condemned in a resolution 
adopted at the closing session. 


A. J. BALABAN SAILING 
WITH BROTHER’S WIDOW 


r Chicago, July 25. 
_ A. J. Balaban, visting in Chicago 
for some weeks, returns to Switzer- 
land within the next fortnight. 
Upon his departure he will take 
the widow of the late Max Balaban, 
his brother, and her two children. 
They will reside with the A. J. Bal- 
abans abroad. 

















Mackenzie’s Appendicitis 


Maurice Mackenzte, secretary of 
the Hays organization, went under 
the knife at the Roosevelt Hospital, 
N. Y., yesterday (Monday). 

An operation for appendicitis. 


> 





On the Short End 





Hollywood, July 25. 

Operation of Multicolor by 
the employes, with Walter 
Durst, receiver, at the head, 
blew up when the men discov- 
ered that the color film they 
were turning out for 6 cents 
per foot was costing them 21 
cents a foot to produce. 

Plant is now off production 
of color, but will endeavor to 
line up some black and white 
business, 


RKO Figures Girl 
Ushers Will Save 
$65,000 Annually 


Cincinnati, Tuly 25. 

Local RKO theatre staff is re- 
ported about to experiment with girl 
ushers. If successful routine may 
be extended over the entire circuit. 

Idea is that the girls can be em- 
ployed at cheaper salaries. RKO 
usher salaries are supposed to run 
around $650,000 annually. Statisti- 
cians have figured out that employ- 
ment of girl ushers can save an 
estimated $65,000 annually. 


PUBLIX-HARRY ARTHUR 
POOL SET; 23 IN N. E. 


Partnership deal, such as made 
with numerous other operators dur- 
ing the past two years, is set be- 
tween Publix and Harry Arthur on 
|, New England with signing of pa- 
pers scheduled for yesterday after- 
noon (Monday) in Sam Dembow’s 
office in New York put off until later 
this week. 

It takes in 18 of the former Poli 
houses, now known as Harry Arthur 
Theatres, Inc., and five of Publix, all 
in Connecticut, and located in New 
Haven, Hartford, Norwalk, South 
Norwalk and New London. The Ar- 
thur group of 18 is located in New 
Haven, Hartford, Waterbury, Meri- 
den, Bridgeport, Springfield and 
Worcester. 

Publix is also in Stamford in Con- 
necticut but that’s not included. 

Under the partnership arrange- 
ment, Arthur has local operation of 
the string of 23 houses involved in 
the setup. 

Arthur's franchise on Metro prod- 
uct in New Haven and other key 
New England towns is believed to 
have been an important factor in 
the arrangement with Publix, plus 
Arthur’s dominance of Connecticut. 


Marcus Won't Ge Indie 


Lee Marcus states that he has his 
lesson in independent production 
from another RKO-Pathe alumnus. 

When Marcus leaves RKO as 
eastern studio contact and story 
head, he will not engage in indie 
picture making. What he will do 
is indeterminate. 





























BUCKLEY RETURNS WEST 
Los Angeles, July 25. 


+ 





BANKERS’ PLAN 
COMPETITIVE 


Want to Place Industry on 
More Co-operative Basis 
—Feel Sales and Salaries 
Must Be Controlled— 
Move Could Recoil Into 
Gov’t Regulation of Busi- 
ness 


DICTATORSHIP? 





Enactment of Congressional legis- 
lation to make the film industry © «- 


empt from certain provisions of the 
anti-trust laws may be sought by 
the bankers. A definite plan along 
this line is now before New York 
financial men interested in pictures 
who have been sounding out film 
heads for their reaction. 

Move is detailed to include the 
big electric companies, the prime 
purpose being to knit the industry 
into a more compact and coopera- 
tive business rather _ than competi- 
tive. It may amount to a dictator- 
ship, but as the plan is projected it 
is defined that it is the companies 
eventual out from an_ excessive 
overhead besides promising various 
and large savings in operation. 

The foundation on which the idea 
rests is that films and theatres have 
become such an agency of popular 
influence and public communication 
that some liberality in the anti- 
trust laws is necessary if the busi- 
ness is to survive. 

There is also the angle that such 
@ move may get sidetracked and 
develop into Government regulation 
for the film business. If so, how- 
ever, it is figured that any result- 
ant edicts would bear only on com- 
petition in sales and players’ sal- 
aries. Plan calls for both of these 
angles to be controlled, and the idea 
is regulated competit’on. 

One move called for in the plan 
is for the creation of a centralized 
distribution source for all com- 


(Continued on page 13) 


BROWN-ZOHBEL 
RETURNING T0 
LEATHER BIZ 


Hiram S. Brown and Herman 








+ 





A Definition 





The WB staff styles the one 
week's salary moratorium 
throughout the organization 
(week of Aug. 2) as ‘One on 
the house.’ 


WB After Exhib 
Support for Its 
Dispute with W. E. 


Warner Brothers is enlisting the 
backing of exhibitor organizations 
in its patent scrap with Western 
Electric. Following an address to 
their executive committee by 
George Quigley, patent specialist 
for WB, the Motion Picture Thea- 
tre Owners of America was re- 
ported favorably inclined toward 
the Warner side. 

When the Stanley Theatre Co. 
action against W. E. gets underway 
in Wilmington, Del., in September 
there is now indication that War- 
ners will be able to read into the 
court record exhibitor resc‘utions 
substantiating its allegation that 
Western's reproduction license is 
illegal. 

MPTOA executive group devoted 
several hours to considering the 
outcome of the litigation should 
Warners win. They were given to 
understand, it was stated, that if 
the verdict favors WB the Western 
Electric license will be abrogated 
and that compulsory service 
charges, a bone of contention since 
the entrance of sound, will be no 
more, 


KATZ EXPECTED IN 
N. Y. ON SHORT VISIT 


Sam Katz, on the Coast since 
spring, is expected in New York 
within two weeks. While nothing 
official has been stated, local antici- 
pation is that he will make it a brief 
visit, and then return to Hollywood. 

Since Katz’s indeterminate stay 
in the west, Leo Spitz has become 
an important factor in Publix ad- 
ministration matters in New York. 

Spitz has been occupying Katz’s 
private office in the Paramount 
building. He came on from Chi- 
cago when Katz was ready to delve 
into the production phase. 

In Chicago Spitz was head of the 























Zohbel are both returning to their 
former occupation as president and 
auditor, respectively, of the United 
States Leather Co. Brown officially 
leaves RKO today*® (Tuesday) and 
retuens to the leather business im- 
mediately. Zohbel’s departure date 
is Aug. 1. 

Brown tendered his resignation 
shortly after the recent RKO board 
meeting. 

Brown and Zohbel entered show 
business together three years ago, 
Brown bringing Zohbel with him 
when assuming the presidency of 
RKO. Zohbel eventually became 
treasurer of the circuit in addition 
to holding a vice-presidency for a 
time, 





C. A. Buckley, treasurer of Fox 
West Coast, returned after a seven 
weeks’ stay in New York. 

John B. Bertero, one of the cir- 
cuit’s Coast attorneys, who accom- 
panied, preceded Buckley here by 
several days. 





CANAVAN TO ST. LOUIS 

William F,. Canavan, last with 
Publix in a labor executive capacity, 
leaves today (Tuesday) for St. 
| Louis accompanied by his family. |} 
|The Canavans are going there to 
|live and make the trip by auto- 
| mobile. 

Canavan was originally a booth| 
operator in St. Louis, j 








Zohbel’s successor has not yet 
been appointed. Nobody will take 
Brown's place, since the RKO presi- 
dency is already occupied by M. H. 
Aylesworth, and Brown’s recent 
position had been that of advisor to 
the president. He accepted the ad- 
visory post at RKO’s request. It 
was specified that he could continue | 
or withdraw as he desired. 

Brown was the first man outside 
of show business to ever command 
a major theatre and picture com- 
pany. Between the time that the 
late E. F. Albee acquired the Keith 
circuit and until RCA took it over, 
the vaudeville Albee interests of the 
Keith organization were supervised 


B. & K. legal forces. He also is 
importantly concerned with the legal 
end at the h. o. 

One report is that Katz will bring 
some newly completed Par. pic- 
tures with him for eastern heads to 
look over. 





WB-RKO Product Deal 


Warners is in negotiation with 
RKO for its product in the latter 
circuit’s houses in spots outside of 
Greater New York. Deal will prob- 
ably be closed before the end of the 
current week. Among situations in- 
volved are Cincinnati, Columbus, 
Dayton, Grand Rapids, Schenectady, 
Trenton, New Brunswick and oth- 
ers, 





Harry Cohn East 
Hollywood, July 25. 
Harry Cohn is readying another 
New York trip for about Aug. 12. 
Reason is August meeting of Co- 
lumbia board of directors to declare 
a dividend. 
Cohn will fly again by rail 





MAJOR WARNER RESUMES 

Major Albert Warner returned to 
his desk in New York Friday (22 
after a week’s illness. 


Fox-Skouras Now Up as Roxy 
Operators, with Skouras Also 
Apt to Assume Fox-Detroit 


‘ 


Fox Film and Spyros Skouras are 
candidates to assume operation of 
the Roxy theatre, New York, If 
so doing Fox will have to assume 
the proportionate risk of financing 
the operation of the house with the 
bondholders. That means around 
$150,000 or an equal amount as 


covered by receivers’ certificates al- 
lowed by the Federal Court and con- 
trolled by the bondholders. 

Details have not been completed 
and anything to be done will have to 
be sanctioned by S. R. Kent, so far 
as Fox is concerned. Negotiations 
for Fox are being conducted by 
W. C. Michel and Spyros Skouras. 

Fox part of the financial arrange- 
ment, however, may not be in cash, 
It could be done by the company 
subordinating its film rentals. Talk 
for the present has the Fox company 
assuring a minimum of 30 films to 
the Roxy. 

Grauman Again 


Possibility of Skouras asking Sid 
Grauman to come on from the coast 
to handle the spot for Fox. This 
would be in line with the original 
intention, Grauman having come 
east recently to look over the house, 

So far none of the‘ $150,000 re- 
ceivers’ certificates have been is-« 





sued. Issuance is up to the bond- 
holders’ committee. Harry Kosch 
remains as receiver but it has been 
indicated that Herbert Lubin, for- 
merly associated with Kosch, may 
not be with the house when it re- 
opens. Reopening date isn’t yet set, 
indications pointing to Aug. 5, 
though announced for July 29. 

Any agreement reached between 
Fox and the bondholders is up to 
the Federal Court, before whom the 
receiver must make application to 
complete any deal. 

Arrangements are also under way 
for Skouras to assume operation of 
the Fox Detroit. Skouras is re- 
ceiving this assignment from Hal- 
sey-Stuart, bankers, representing the 
bondholders of the house. No date 
for the takeover is mentioned. 

Bill Raynor, who has been man- 
aging this deluxer, goes over to 
RKO as divisional director for the 
New England territory. 

The proposed pooling deal between 
the Fox houses and RKO’s Down- 
town in Detroit has been called off. 














He was confined to his Rye, N. Y., | 





and operated by J. J. Murdock, 


home, 


TRY TO INDUCE JOY 
TO STICK WITH HAYS 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Hays Organization is making an 
effort to induce Col. Jason Joy to 
stay on as production code overseer, 
There is no successor in mind, 

On opposite sides of the fence are 
Louis B. Mayer (Metro) and W. R. 
Sheehan (Fox) over the Joy matter. 
Sheehan is said to be turning a deaf 
ear to all requests to have Joy re- 
main with Hays. The Colonel, it is 
understood, is making the change 
to Fox because of the money angle, 


Kent Back Aug. 4 


S. R. Kent arrives back from his 
European trip Aug. 4. 

The Fox president will stay in 
New York a week and then go to 
the Coast again to continue his di- 
rect executive supervisory contacts 
on production, 














Brush to Frisco 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Following a four-day visit here 
with friends and a trip around the 
Fox lot, Matthew Brush, member of 
the Chase National and Fox 
boards, left here Friday (22) for 
San Francisco. 

Will attend the Bohemian club 
frolic at Bohemian Grove in Feather 


‘River canyon, near ’Frisca, 
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Olveic Fans Bay Olympics 
Mostly, Pass Up Shows; L. A. 
State $19,000 with Dempsey 





Los Angeles, July 25. 

Those Olympic visitors are here. 
In droves, too. But they evidently 
didn’t come to see pictures. Only 
one to get any attention from them 
is Grauman’s Chinese. ‘Strange In- 
terlude,’ in its second week there 
now, and panned all around, is 
@Grawing at matinees. First week 
went to a good $28,100. 

State, with Jack Dempsey added 
to the F&M unit, and ‘For Glory 
and a Girl; Ramon Novarro picture, 
may run close to $19,000 this week. 
Pantages posibly will hit $8,500 or 
better with ‘Red Headed Woman,’ 
good biz for house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 55-$1.65)— 
*Strange Interlude’ (M-G) and stage 
show (2nd week). Heavy pressure 
exploitation fruitful in getting 
femme trade on mats, though. film 
panned by press. Last week, with 
$5.50 top opening, $28,100. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
"Winner Take All’ (WB) and vaude. 
Cagney always helps at gate here. 
An even $10,500 will be good. ‘Miss 
Pinkerton’ (FN) went along at 
rather slow $7,500 last week. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75)— 
Stranger in Town’ (WB). Though 
daily notices great, this one’s draw- 
ing power rather impotent, so $7,000 
looks big. ‘Purchase Price’ (WB) 
$8,800 last week. 

Orpheum (2,270; 35-90)—‘Roar of 
Dragon’ (Radio) and vaude. Fair 


oo 





Too Much Heat in B’klyn; 
All Downtown Way Down 


Brooklyn, July 25. 

Ole Man Heat still the big oppo- 
sition to the downtown deluxers. 
All very quiet. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par) and 
stage show. Lacking at b. o. and 
nothing to support Eddie Lowry in 
stage show. Lowry finishes here 
next week, theatre ballyhooing his 
farewell week, ending an _ eight- 
week stay. Audiences liked Lowry, 
but draw was doubtful. This week 
indicates only $19,000, weak. Last 
week ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par), $28,900. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75)—‘Roar 
of Dragon’ (RKO) and vaude, Mild 
$17,000. Last week better with 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (RKO) and 


Buddy Roger.’ band heading vaude, 
$21,500. 
Fox (4,000; 25-35-50)—‘Almost 


Married’ (Fox) and Betty Compson 
headlining F&M unit show. 


A little 
better and may get $11,000, which is 


above past few weeks’ averages. 
Last 


week ‘Monte Carlo Madness’ 
(UA), brutal at $7,000. 


Metropolitan (3,000; 25-35-50-65) 


—‘Doomed Battalion’ (U) and Ethel 
Merman topping vaude. 
OK $18,000. Picture benefiting from 
Broadway  ballyhoo, 
‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G) excel- 
lent at $24,000. 


Should get 


Last week 


enough at $7,500. ‘New Morals’ (M- Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Miss 
G) nce e500 last week. Pinkerton’ 7B). Off at $9,500. 
Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-90)— — week ‘Dark Horse’ (WB), $9,- 


"Red Headed Woman’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Looks like easy $8,500, 
pretty good. ‘Week Ends Only’ 
(Fox), first run, $7,200 last week. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1.10)—Lady and Gent’ (Par) and 
gtage show. Poor start, but with 
couple of previews thrown in later 
this week may hit $13,000, but will 
need strong uphill pull to make it) 
‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par) nothing 
to brag of last week, $13,400. 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 75)— 
‘For Glory and a Girl (M-G) 
(‘Huddle,’ originally) and _ stage 
show. Jack Dempsey on stage 


counted on for $19,000. “The Wet 
Parade’ (M-G) little over $16,000 
last week with Will Mahoney 
credited for slice of draw after re- 
cently being at Chinese. * 


Plenty Cincy Black 
For ‘Red,’ $13,500; 


Bring Em,’ $17,000 


Cincinnati, July 25. 


A wow week for at least three 
downtown houses although the Op- 
portunity Revue draw is disappoint- 
ing at the Albee. Drop in tempera- 
ture over the weekend helped all 
the theatres generally. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80) —'For- 
bidden Company’ (Chesterfield) and 
home talent ‘Opportunity Revue’ on 
stage. Weak film farce, native 
amateurs being counted upon for 
draw, but didn’t; $15,500 not so 














Minn. Holding Up; 


‘Culver,’ $10,500 and 
‘Masquerade’ $12,000 


Minneapolis, July 25. 


Business continues to hold up sur- 
prisingly well. Another week of 
profitable grosses seems in prospect 
this week, making July a stretch of 
sustained improvement. Upward 
trend has developed despite a rec- 
ord-breaking hot spell. 


Circuit officials feet exultant be- 
eause outstanding attractions are 
able to pull paying patronage again 
after the early summer slump which 
dragged trade down to the lowest 
level here of all time. 

Darkening of three loop deluxe 
houses, eliminating over 7,500 loop 
seats, doubtlessly a considerable 
factor in the change for the better. 

Last week the Lyric gave a mid- 
night preview showing of ‘Million 
Dollar Legs,’ and advertised the af- 
fair like a circus on the screens of 
all Publix houses, Performance 
drew some real kale and will help to 
swell the figures on ‘Man from Yes- 
terday,’ the current offering. 

A surprise is the Orpheum, where 
Grant Withers, appearing in person, 
and ‘Tom Brown of Culver’ are 
showing boxoffice power. Due to a 
spurt in business, the Aster (Publix) 
is staying open on a week-to-week 
basis. It was to have closed last 
Friday. The Grand shifts from sec- 
ond to first run policy this week. 





= nee wig pl tossed in to Estimates for This Week 

m. c. for the gang of spotlight aspir- State (Publix) (2,200; 55)— 

oan Last week ‘Love Is a Racket’ | ‘Washington Masquerade’ ca-a). 
of and F-M ‘On the Riviera’| Fast momentum of past few weeks 

unit, got $18,500. helping to carry house along cur- 
Palace (RKO) (2,600: 30-55)— | rently, but Lionel Barrymore show- 

*Bring ‘Em Back Alive’ (RKO) with | ing some pulling power. Looks like 


Frank Buck personaling for first | 
half. House is front-flashed as 
never before. Serial tie-up for 10 
days with ‘Enquirer.’ Live exploi- 
tation includes arrival greeting of 
Buck by 300 Boy Scouts and band, 
visit to Zoo by Buck for bring ’em 
back order for two black leopards. 
En route to roaring $17,000. Last 
week ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) at- 
tracted $7,200, blah. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285: 30-55)—‘Rea 
Headed Woman’ (M-G). Probably 
the hottest release to get oke of Ohio 
censors. That, plus heat spell and 
cooled house, sure-firing for $13,- 
500; tremendous. Will likely hold 
over for second week. Last week 
‘Miss Pinkerton’ (WB) pulled §8,- 
700, average. 


Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55)— 
‘Purchase Price’ (WB). Barbara 
Stanwyck heavy lettered and the 


magnet for $12,000, very good. Last 
week ‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox) $7,- 
300, bad. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 
“Man from New Mexico’ 


15-25)— 
(Mono- 


gram), and ‘Woman in Room i13’ 
(Fox). Split week. Should hit $2,- 
800, oke. Last week ‘Scarface’ (UA) 


a repeat and ‘Arm of the Law,’ $3,- 
100, ae 


good $12,000. Last week ‘Red- 
Headed Woman’ (M-G) $14,100, big. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; © 55)— 
‘Culver’ (U) and vaude. Picture 
without cast names at unexpectedly 
fast pace. Grant Withers heading 
vaudeville, apparently drawing 
some, too. Should hit $10,500, good. 
Last week ‘Night World’ (U) $9,500, 
but ‘Opportunity Revue’ on stage 
responsible for profitable biz. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Man 
from Yesterday’ (Par). Picture 
seems to have femme appeal. Mid- 
night preview of ‘Million Dollar 
Legs’ brought in dough. About $4,- 
500 indicated, good. Last week ‘So- 
ciety Girl’ (Fox), $4,400. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Week 
| End Marriage’ (FN) and ‘New Mor- 
|als for Old’ (M-G), split. Looks 
fair $800. Despite heat and absence 
| of refrigeration, house okay lately 
/on good handling. Last week ‘Re- 
served for Ladies’ (Par) over so big 
stayed full seven days instead of 
three, $1,600. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100)—‘Attorney 
for Defense’ (Col) and ‘Strangers of 
Evening’ (Tif), split. New first run 
policy. Maybe $1,200, fair. Last 
week ‘Desire Me’ (M-G), seven days, 
second loop run, $1,500, good. 











L’VILLE LULLS 


No Letup to Summer Dog-Day 
Inertia—Alice Joy Some Help 








Louisville, July 25. 

No letup in the Louisville lull as 
far as theatres are concerned, not 
helped any by the terrific pannings 
every attraction received. 

Managers striving hard to keep 
Old Man Sol from gumming up the 
works but succeeding poorly. Public 
somehow doesn’t react to cash 
prizes and automobile drawings 
when the temperature is up. 

Even the radios are turned off as 
public seeks river beaches and pri- 
vate swimming pools, and necking 
has fallen off 50% during the hot 





spell—so what can a showman 
expect. 
Estimates For This Week 
Loew’s (3,252; 15-25-35-40) ‘Un- 


ashamed’ (M-G). Way down, $5,200. 
Last week, ‘Washington Masque- 
rade’ (M-G), weak, $7,100. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,765; 15- 
25-35-40) ‘Tom Brown of Culver’ 
(U). Weak, $2,900. Last week, 
‘Winner Take All’ (WB), fair, $5,700. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,710; 35-55) 

‘Man Called Back’ (Tif) and Alice 
Joy. Radio songstress upped to 
$6,100 for four days. Last week, 
‘Racetrack’ (WW), three days, 
$2,100, poor. 
Brown (2,000; 
ward Passage’ (RKO). 
Last week ‘Dark Horse’ (FN), 
$2,100. 
Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,000; 15- 
25) ‘Purchase Price’ (Col). Weak, 
$1,400. Last week ‘Almost Married’ 
(Fox), $1,700. 


ALL 4 PITT ACES 
UNDER $30,000 


Pittsburgh, July 25. 

Looks like another week of the 
doldrums locally, which isn’t news 
any more. A bit of excess trade, 
looked for downtown with the clos- 
ing for the summer of the Davis 
has failed to materialize, with most 
of it probably going to the swim- 
ming pools. 

Only four first-run houses on tap 
around here at the moment, the 
lowest number within recent mem- 
ory, and when this burg can’t give 
a quartet of films more than $30,000 
in a week, then there's no doubt 


something’s seriously wrong. Ab- 
sence of stage shows doubtless a 
factor in holding down grosses, but 
then it’s unusual for it to make 
such a noticeable difference. 
Warner has ‘Roar of the Dragon,’ 
but playing it down for smashing 
campaign for ‘Bring ’Em_ Back 
Alive,’ which comes in next week. 
A good idea, at that, for it’s not 
likely that anything management 
might do would put ‘Dragon’ over, 
with Dix picture standing a good 
chance of skidding to a brutal $4,500. 
‘Lady and Gent’ at the Stanley won 
some nice notices, but Bancroft 
needs more than one good picture 
to wipe out the sour taste of his 
most recent efforts: Weak $10,000 
in prospect, with just about that ex- 
pected of ‘Make Me a Star’ at Penn, 
also treated nicely by the critics, 
but with no pulling power in the 
cast. 

Fulton falling off a bit, and mak- 
ing some effort to bolster trade with 
double features, but without much 
success. Current bill has ‘Monte 
Carlo Madness’ and ‘Wild Women 
of Borneo’ and looks like tepid 
$3,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 10- 
15-25), ‘Monte Camlo Madness’ (Ufa) 
and ‘Wild Women of Borneo.’ Heat 
getting this site, the only first-run 
downtowner without a refrigeration 
plant. May gather around $3,000, 
but it'll be tough sledding. Last 
week ‘Almost Married’ (Fox) and 
chan Grey's South Seas film about 

2,900. 


Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-30- 
40), ‘Make Me a Star’ (Par). Good 
comedy feature, but unlikely to 
mean much due to lack of cast 
names; also doubtful if ‘Merton’ 
tag means a lot at this date. May 
stagger along to weak $10,000, but 
not much more than that. Last 
week ‘Washington Masquerade’ 
(M-G) hit $12,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-30-40), 
‘Lady and Gent’ (Par). Bancroft 
film shot in at last minute when 
censors held up ‘Purchase Price’ 
(WB). Entertaining picture won 
some nice notices, but Bancroft still 
has a lot to answer for, and doubt- 
ful if a good one can pull him up 
much locally. Looks like uninvit- 
ing $10,000. Last week ‘Rebecca of 


15-25-40) ‘“West- 
Fair, $2,900. 














Sunnybrook Farm’ (Fox) just about 
the same. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-30-40), 
|‘Roar of the Dragon’ (RKO). A 
weak entry that doesn’t stand much 
chance of getting above a pretty 
| terrible $4,500. Last week ‘The 
Doomed Battalion’ (U) a bit of a 
‘surprise at $6,500, 


‘ 


Philly's Anti-Depresh Bally 








Orpheum’s Closing May 
*Help Tacoma Generally 


Tacoma July 25. 
Orpheum folds end of this week 
for the summer, maybe to open in 
September, but nothing definite. 
House dropped vaude a couple of 
weeks ago and grosses looked fair 
with such pixes as ‘Bring "Em Back 


Alive’ and ‘What Price Hollywood.’ 
Doug Kimberly and Ron Gamble, 
mgr. and assistant of Orpheum, 
will vacation till fall. House is now 
under L. A. division since elimina- 
tion of Northwest division over 
which Homer Gill presided. 
Warm weather draws to the 
beaches so much that it is hard 
for the shows to get by, but reduced 
in number by one, it will help the 
others. 

Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-35) 
‘Roar of Dragon’ (RKO). Richard 
Dix ballyhooed plenty. Set in for 
entire week; $3,500, fair. Last week 
‘Bring 'Em Back Alive’ (RKO) went 
big for first three days, packing ’em 
in, then leveled, winding up around 
$6,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25) 
‘Strangers in Town’ (WB). Slow 
$1,800. Last week ‘Street of Women’ 


(WB) might have been worse, 
$1,700. : 

Rialto (F-WC) (1,200; 25-35) 
‘Reserved for Ladies’ (Par). Two 
days, and ‘Sky Scraper’ Souls’ 
(M-G), for five days. Average 
$2,500. This house now on reg 


policy of two and five days. Al 
Gillis, new manager thinks this is 
clicking, with biz showing some 
improvement. Last week ‘Wash- 
ington Masquerade’ (M-G) and ‘Ben 
Hur’ (M-G), synced, good at $2,800. 
‘Ben Hur’ in for but two days did 
excellently. 


Wash. Deep in Pict. 
Stars; Earle, $20,000; 
Fox, Strong at $23,500 


Washington, July 25. 
Picture stars all seem to be head- 
ed for this Capital. Somebody said 
the inrush was suggestive of the 
charge of the Bonus Army, at least 
as to numbers. 


The opposition houses are at- 
tempting to outdo each other in the 
advertising. For instance, Fox this 
week splurges with “not one, nor 
two, but three picture stars,” mean- 
ing George Sidney, Une Merkel and 
Anna May Wong. Earle uses the 
figure “2” as big as a house an- 
nouncing Bette Davis and Warren 
William. However, Earle still has 
the edge as they had two last week 
in Loretta Young and George Brent, 
bringing total up to four. 

Of course, the names are meaning 
business—but the pictures in the 
straight film houses are getting 
theirs, too. 








Estimates for This Week 
Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25- 
40)—‘Monte Carlo Madness’ (UA). 


Not over $3,800. Last week ‘Hell 
Fire Austin’ sad at $1,500. 

Earle (Warner) (2,424; 25-35-50- 
70)—‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN) and 


Bette Davis and Warren William 
heading. vaude bill. About $20,000, 
or a grand under last week with 
‘Man from Yesterday’ and Brent 
and Young on the stage; okay. 
Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 
‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par) and three 
stars, Sidney, Merkel and Wong. In- 
take about on a par with last week’s 
‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) when the 
picture was the sole attraction, 
meaning $23,500. 

Met (Warner) (1,730; 25-35-50-70) 
—‘Misleading Lady’ Par). An- 
other good week for the hvise at 
about $7,500. Last week ‘Missing 
Rembrandt,’ $6,000, offish. 

Palace (Loew) (25-50-70)—‘Wash- 
ington Masquerade’ (M-G). Along 
with Fox went in for splurge in ad- 
vertising and is doing business; 
maybe $14,000. Last week ‘Lady 
and Gent’ (Par) brodied to around 
$6,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
50)—‘Roar of the Dragon’ (RKO). 
Dix continuing to have his ups and 
downs according to the picture; this 
one will get maybe $8,000. Last 
week’ ‘Attorney for the Defense’ 
(Col) on six-day week gathered 
$7,000. 





SPITZER’S NATIVE FILM 
Hollywood, July 25. 
Nat Spitzer, who produced “In- 
gagi,’ now working on a South Seas 
story to have an all-native cast. 
He leaves here next week. 
Picture is to be released through 





Monogram. 


Civic Leaders’ Addresses Slated for Theatres 
—-Young and Brent’s Personals Help Earle 


— 


Philadelphia, July 2 ' 

Personal appearances of Loretta, 
Young and George Brent and a good 
BRarle type picture in ‘By Whosd 
Hand? indicate a good $18,000 on 
week for this house. Last weel 
house took $13,000 for five days— 
the abbreviated showing being dud 
to the change in opening day from 
Saturday to Friday with this week’s 
program, 

The reason for the change ti 
prompted by the desire to give tha 
Earle the same rating as the now 
closed Mastbaum, which was a Fria 
day change house, and also to také 
advantage of the routings of thé 
several Warner-First National starg 
who are now touring in personals. 

Discussion among managers in 
town at the present time—both in-« 
dependent and chain houses—is thd 
forthcoming ‘prosperity drive’ soon 
to be launched in an effort to blast 
loose some business. Plans are not 
altogether formulated, but among 
the ideas is minute talks by various 
Philadelphia leaders (both general 


and neighborhood) in the theatres 
to spread an anti-depression doc 
trine. 

The Boyd goes on Wednesday 
night (27) with ‘a Hollywood pre« 
miere’ for Constance Bennett’s 
‘What Price Hollywood.’ Goes on 
grind Thursday. Not having reaped 
much of the Mastbaum’s business in 
the other theatres, the Stanley- 
Warner group is figuring on this 
deluxe house to drag some of the 
kale back into the center of town. 

The Fox this week has on thé 
screen ‘Monte Carlo Madness,’ for- 
eign picture, with a strong stage 
bill with Vaughn De Leath and 
Zelda Santley as headliners. Ought 
to keep up business to 20 grand 
The little Arcadia has so far been 
cashing in on the critic raves with 
‘This Is the Night,’ which had its 
first and only casually exploited 
run at the Earle. 

Arcadia, with a certain restricted 
clientele, is one house which gets @ 
break from notices and generally 
tries to book the pictures which ge 
some highbrow attention. Has 
found play particularly successful 
with ‘The Guardsman’ only just fair 
in its original run and with ‘The 
Man I Killed’ a flop when first 
played. 

Estimates for This Week 


Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75), ‘Man 
from Yesterday’ (Par), A fair $13,< 
000 in prospect. Last week samé 


figure was hit by ‘Merrily We Go to 
Hell’ (Par). 

Fox (3,000; 35-40-75), ‘Monte Carlo 
Madness’ (FD). . Not a strong draw, 
but with Zelda Stanley and Vaughn 
DeLeath on the stage, week should 
get $20,000 or better. Last week 
‘Almost Married’ (Fox) fair $18,500. 

Earle (2,000; 35-40-66), ‘By Whose 
Hand?’ (Col) and stage show headed 
by Loretta Young and George 


Brent. Makes for strong draws; 
$18,000 in view, excelient. Last 
week ‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN) took 


$13,000 on five days, fair. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-55), ‘Radid 
Patrol’ (U). Fair $8,500. ‘Roar of 
the Dragon’ (RKO) took $9,000 last 
week, good. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-55), ‘Mere 
rily We Go to Hell’ (Par). Housé6 
generally does better with second 
than with first runs. Expect close 
to $4,000. Last week ‘No Greater 
Love’ (Col) took fair $3,500. 

Arcadia (600; 30-40-55), ‘This I@ 
the Night’ (Par). Class trade for 
small house ought to give this an 
excellent $3,500, judging by start 
Last week $2,200 for ‘Sinners in the 
Sun’ (Par), weak. 


‘Lady and Gent,’ $16,000; 
Buffalo Resigns to Heat 


Buffalo, July 26. 


Takings down to summer lows 
and slightly under, but always one 
or two highlights to punctuate the 
summer dog-days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-72) 
‘Lady and Gent’ (Par). Averagé 
$16,000. Last week ‘Make Me a 
Star’ (Par) and Rudy Vallee for 
only six days, good $19,900. 

Hippodrome (Publix) (2,400; 25. 
35) ‘Million-Dollar Legs’ (Par), good 
$8,500. Last week ‘Man from Yes« 
terday’ (Par) off, $6,200. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-356 
55) ‘Dark Horse’ (WB). First week 
of new policy and reduced prices; 
$6,000, low. Last week ‘Street o 
Women’ (WB) slipped to $8,700. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25) ‘At- 
torney for Defense’ (Col). Stron 
$7,000. Last week ‘No Greater Love 








(Col), also good at over $5,500, 
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Lady and Gent, 





j Chicago, July 25. 
Cool weather ought to mean bet- 
ger business this week, 
Garrick opened today (Monday 
fander independent auspices as a 


grind house. Drawing upon states 
yight product. 
Local vaudeville interests are 


jmuch encouraged by the auspicious 
pening of the State-Lake even in 
the face of the terrific heat wave 
of last week. 

Golden Glove boxing tournament 
between German and American 
qmateurs, an annual affair pro- 
moted and exploited by the Chicago 
*Tribune,’ is opposition this week at 
Soldiers Field Stadium. However, 
scaled up to $3, this outdoor event, 
which in former years drew tre- 
mendously, has by report run afoul 
of conditions, with the gross this 
year substantially under last. 
*Tribune’ devotes enormous space 
and publicity to this promotional 
stunt. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago Publix-B&K) (4,000; 
85-55-83), ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par). 
Plus Bert Wheeler and Lillian Roth 
as stage headliners house ought to 
do around $36,000. Last week 
“Washington Masquerade’ (M-G) 
copped about $38,000, okay these 


days. ' 

Oriental (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 
85-55-83), ‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN). 
‘Won't come up for air this week; 
a probable $19,000 will spell deficit. 
Last week Sophie Tucker no help to 
*Million Dollar Legs’ (Par) and 
thouse hovered around $20,000, poor. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500C; 35-55-83), 
*Roar of the Dragon’ (Radio) and 
jwaude. This week it’s the stage 
which looks to account for $16,500 
Last week ‘What Price Hol- 


or so. 
lywood’ (Radio) rolled up nearly 
$18,000, very nice. Currently bill 


holds three headliners, East and 
Dumke, Everett Marshall and Herb 
Williams. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 25-35- 
65), ‘No Greater Love’ (Col) and 
vaude. Hopes to reach $18,000 with 
weather break despite absence of 
mames from either stage or screen. 
Revived policy being sold and click- 
ing to date on its cheapness. That 
bargain 35-cent seven acts and pic- 
ture show until 5 p.m. is drawing. 


Last week strong getaway at 
around $18,000 with ‘Week-Ends 
Only’ (Fox). 





MONTREAL KNEE-DEEP 
IN FILMS ON H’WOOD 


Montreal, July 25. 

Cabarets with major attractions, 
yadio covering conference banquet 
at Ottawa, baseball, wrestling and 
outdoor attractions in the hottest 
weather so far this year have 
pulled grosses under fur last week, 
and may continue to do so cur- 
rently. 

Hollywood is featured heavily at 
the Palace, Loew’s and Princess in 
three picture~, aad first-named may 

ick up after near flop last week on 

wo Hearts in Waltz Time’ in Ger- 
man. Little hope, however, of any- 
thing much more than getting by. 

Loew's with ‘Make Me a Star’ 
and vaude will again top all grosses, 
but may be under last week at 
$11,500. Princess has another good 
brace in ‘H '"lywood Sper" ’ and 
§No Greater Love.’ Shou’ ov at 
least $7,000. Capitol heh veil 
last rrxek, and may conti ~ cur- 
rently on ‘Winner Takes All’ (WB) 
and ‘Week-End Marriage’ (WB) at 
$10,000. 

Nabes struggling along and mostly 
in red. 

Estimates for This Week 


Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘What 
Price Hollyw.od’ (RKO). This 
may mean a comeback to $11,000 
after flop of ‘Two Hearts in Waltz 
Time’ (Col). in German, with under 
$9,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Winner 
Takes All’ (WB) and ‘Week-End 
Marriase’ (WB). Fair $10,000. Last 
week ‘Thunder Below’ (Par) and 
‘Fast Companions’ (Par) better 
than usual at $10,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Make 
MeaS‘ ~ (Par) and vaude. Best 
gross in town at $11,500. Last week 
‘The Ringer’ (British) and vaude 
did fairly well at $11,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), ‘Hol- 
lywood Speaks’ :(Col) and ‘No 
Greater Love’ (Col). $7,000, same as 
last week for ‘Night World’ (U) 
and ‘Fast Companions’ (U). 

Impcria’ (French Film) (1,900; 
25-40), ‘Mannequin de Paris’ 
(French). Average $2,200. Last 
week ‘La Femme en Homme’ 
(French) $2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50), ‘Cing Ans Sans Femme’ 
(French). In fifth week and still 





Chicago, $36,000; 
Cheap Seats Bait at State-Lake 


+ 





getting ’em in; around $1,000, which 
was the figure of fourth week. 





Advent of ‘Grand Hotel’ 
Sole Excitement in B’ham 


Birmingham, July 25. 
‘Grand Hotel’ is in town. That 
means all eyes are toward the Em- 
pire, where the film has been booked 


for only four days. Original book- 
ing several weeks ago was for a 
week, but had to be postponed due 
to vaudeville bookings. Advance 
sale is good. bi 
Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (2,800; 25-35-55)—‘Mil- 
lion Dollar Legs’ (Par). The kids 
will have some fun with this one, 
but the parents will have hysterics; 
$8,000. Last week ‘Lady and Gent’ 
(Par) fair at $8,300. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 55-83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—Grand Hotel’ (M-G). 
Maybe not a sellout for the four 
days, but indications very good. 
Last week ‘Wet Parade’ (M-G) 
caused lot of comment, but no busi- 
ness due to lack of exploitation, 
$3,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Is My 
Face Red’ (RKO) and ‘By Whose 
Hand’ (Cal). Two weak sisters 
crammed into one week and light, 
$3,400. Last week ‘Roar of Dragon’ 
(RKO), moderate $3,500. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-30)— 
‘Ferguson Case’ (FN). Better at 
$1,800. Last week ‘Man Wanted’ 
(WB) average $1,500. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)—‘For- 


gotten Comandments’ (Par). Side- 
walk trade as usual, $1,000. Last 
week ‘New Morals for Old’ (M-G) 


held no drawing card without 


names, $800. 


‘DESERT’ TAB WOWS 
SEATTLE FOR $16,500 








NEW HAVEN LONESOME 


Bombings No Help—‘Skyscraper’ a 
Mild $5,000 








New Haven, July 25. 

That hollow sound you hear in 
this town is the handful of spec- 
tators rattling in the local theatres. 

Second local bomb outburst in a 
month isn’t helping things at the 
Arthur theatres, with stage and 
booth men still on strike. 

Poli doing an in-again-out-again 
with double-feature policy, with 
current bill back to single. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 406- 
72), ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) and unit. 
Around $8,000. Last week ‘Million- 
Dollar Legs’ (Par) $8,800. 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-55), ‘Sky- 
scraper Souls.’ A mild $5,000 clip. 
Last week ‘Washington Masquerade’ 
and ‘Almost -Married’ coasted along 
to a quiet $4,500. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
55), ‘Pinkerton’ and ‘Panama Flo.’ 
May possibly coax a light $4,000 to 
equal last week's ‘Road of Dragon’ 
and ‘Hell's House.’ 


Denver Orph OK, 
14 Gs; Ted Lewis 
Bolsters, $18,000 


Denver, July 25. 
The Orpheum is staging a come- 
back on its first week under the 
Harry Huffman-RKO poc! in spite 
of advance prices from 25-35-50 to 
25-40-65. 
Folks who wanted to see if there 


was any change found the organ re- 
stored to use with West Masters 
playing; a pepped up orchestra, 
Howard Tillotson, an old Orpheum 
favorite, leading; and an entertain- 
ing picture and vaude bill that 
pleased. Comments are generally 











Seattle, July 25. 

Python, tiger and crocodile sneak- 
ing about and in mortal combat out- 
rank the Bennetts and Barrymores 
in box office attraction at the Or- 
pheum. ‘Bring 'Em Back Alive’ is 
held over for second week at the 
Orpheum after a big first week’s 
gross. The vaude bili changes. 


Jungle front, heavy exploitation, 
helped the draw. 

Two weeks is a tong time in Se- 
attle for a picture to play in this 
town, and the second week is a real 
test. Its $6,000 take 50% drop be- 
low the first week's $12,000 tells the 
story. 

Big attraction this week is Perry 
Askam in ‘Desert Song’ as an F & 
M stage unit, stripped to 90 min- 
utes, in conjunction with ‘Million 
Dollar Legs’ (Par) at the Fifth Ave. 
Folks are coming in from far. 
Trailers in Tacoma and other towns 
in all FWC houses were used to 
advertise ‘Desert Song.’ First time 
thus tried and this helped draw 
from outside towns. 

Other houses dip more or less as 
the Fifth roars on and Jim Clem- 
mer looks for near-record. Show 
runs extra long but advertising is 
for ‘four complete shows daily.’ 

Week end weather again was a 
handicap. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-65) 
—‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par). B. o. 
appeal is hot and heavy and cred- 
ited chiefly to the ‘Desert Song’ 
stage unit of Fanchon-Marco, Perry 
Askam headlining. Big lines and 
looks to reach a smashing $16,500. 
Last week ‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox), 
with Charlie Foy F & M unit, hit- 
ting smoother pace right along, but 
in for only five days, due to change 
date moving up from Saturday to 
Thursday, a weak $4,600. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 
‘Bring ’'Em Back Alive’ (RKO). 
Jungle film’s second week only av- 
erage at $6,000. Last week, same 
film, was high for the Orpheum at 
$12,000. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-55)—‘Make 
Me a Star’ (Par), and Jack Craw- 
ford back heading stage band pres- 
entation. Slow $3,500. Last week 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (M-G) up 
some, $4,100. 

Liberty (Jensen-von MHerberg) 
(2,000; 10-15-25)—‘Bachelor’s Folly’ | 
(BIP) with good lineup of shorts as 
always featured at this house. Fair 
$4,000. Last week ‘Without Honor’ 
(Par) $4,900. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25-35) 
‘Purchase Price’ (WB). Barbara 
Stanwyck has some following here 
but $2,500 is slow. Last week ‘Miss 
Pinkerton’ (WB) just fair, $2,800. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 15- 
25)—‘Road to Happiness’ (Col). Off 
at $1,900. Last week ‘Hollywood 
Speaks’ (Col) bad at $1,800. 

Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 25-35)— 
‘Forgotten Commandments’ (Par). 
First run here; $2,500 good. Last 
week ‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G) 
went for a very nice $3,300. 








favorable on different atmosphere, 
and the local theatregoers are sure 
that the Orpheum, with Huffman in 
charge, will have grosses in keeping 
with size of house. 

Two mistresses of ceremonies, 
first time in the Orpheum, pleased 
and added snap to bill. Huffman 
tells of his policy to his audiences 
in personal appearances this week. 

Against the Orph, Publix’s Den- 
ver is doing tremendous, with Ted 
Lewis causing standouts every day 
and. wowing audience. Picture no 
draw at the Denver. 

The Paramount is worse off than 
last week, and the Aladdin and 
Rialto are also down. ‘Cynara,’ on 
the stage of the Broadway past 
week, played to pitifully small 
crowds, but the advance sale for 
‘Green Pastures’ at the Broadway 
this week indicates packed houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-55- 
65)—‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm’ 
(Fox). Fair $4,500. Last week 
‘Winner Take All’ (WB) good $5,000. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-40-66) 
—Unashamed’ (M-G) and Ted 
Lewis band. Lewis credited largely 
for the big $18,000 gait. Last week 
‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) finished 
at $10,700, fair. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35- 
55)—Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO) 
and vaude. First week under Harry 
Huffman-RKO pooling operation off 
to a big start, $14,000. Last week 
‘Is My Face Red’ (RKO) good at 
$12,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
55)—‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par). 
very poor $3,200. Last week ‘Mil- 
lion Dollar Legs’ (Par) $4,500. 

Rialto (Huffman) (900; 25-35-55) 
—Lena Rivers’ (Tiff). Average $2,- 
250. Last week ‘Street of Women’ 
(WB) fair $2,500. 


Despite Columbus’ Heat, 
‘Masquerade’ to $6,500 


Columbus, July 25. 


Hardly better than a fair week in 
sight all around. Palace getting fair 
play with bathing girl revue added 
in Dix feature. Ohio going fair, 
others not so forte. 

It looked like good times were 
back as last week got under way, 
but temperature got into the 90's, 
stayed there, and the customers took 





to the water rather than the films. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50)— 
‘Roar of the Dragon’ (Radio) and 
bathing beauty revue fair $5,000. 
Last week ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ 
(RKO) brought in plenty of buyers 
and garnered okay $8,500. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (M-G). 
Heavily played up, should hit good 
$6,500. Last week weather proved 
too much for ‘Red Headed Woman’ 


(M-G), but garnered good enough | $1,500, 
} 


$7,900. 


Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 15-25) 


Can's $19,000 Stage Show H 
‘Masquerade’ to $62,000 and H. 0.; 
Congorilla,’ $22,000, B’way Click 


— 





That the show counts more than 
ever, with some houses drawing 
the lion’s share of potential busi- 
ness, is becoming more and more 
apparent not only on Broadway but 
in other parts of the country as 
well. Strong stage shows, both in 
New York and in the hinterland, ex- 
hibit the same tendencies with few 
exceptions, 

There is, however, no manna 
from heaven in the heat sent down 
to plague the box offices, with 
height of summer weather retard- 
ing the pace of all theatres and 


making the big pullers share with 
the slow-goers a certain ratio of 
loss. Last week's hot spell failed to 
abate until Sunday and when it did 
the coolish ideal weather had the 
effect of driving everyone to the 
country. 

Theory that cooling systems are a 
draw is being more and more dis- 
counted by showmen. When it’s 
humid people stay home close to 
fans and away from clothes, while, 
as on Sunday, with its May temper- 
ature and breeze, the seashore, golf 
links, paved roads, etc., get the 
business. 

Times Square in New York never 
was so deserted on weekends as 
lately. It’s no trick at all driving 
through it now or parking around 
the corner from one of the show 
houses. 

Total amount of grosses on the 
street do not figure up high because 
only a few of the theatres get the 
dollars, the other taking the dimes. 

Capitol, with its $19,000 stage 
show of names and ‘Washington 
Masquerade’ has the most magnet- 





ism with $62,000,. meaning a big 
turnover. Lou Holtz, Phil Baker, 
Boswell Sisters, Abe Lyman’s or- 
chestra and others are on the ros- 
trum. In under a split arrange- 
ment, Lou Holtz begins to collect 
50% after $65,000, with doubt any 
possible pickup will reach that. En- 
tire show stays a second week. 
Paramount, also with a name 
stage show, headed by Harry Rich- 
man and Bert Lahr, is not so 
strong. Starting off weaker than 
anticipated at a $45,000 gait, it’s 
possible show may build to better 
than that on the week. Richman is 
here on his third week and will stay 
a fourth, Frances Williams and 
Jack Haley surrounding him start- 
ing Friday (29). It may be that 


COLORED TAB UPS MO., 
ST. L. TO WOW $25,000 


St. Louis, July 25. 

It’s the Missouri theatre’s turn to 
vorner the business this week which 
the house is doing with the Negro 
musical, ‘Rhapsody in Black,’ the 
first stage show there in over two 
years. Big plugging got capacity 
opening with indications attendance 
will hold up for remainder of week. 
With slightly increased admissions, 
house record for last several years 
may fall. Looks like wow $25,000. 

Ambassador with Mills Bros. also 
comes to life strong for possible 
$22,000. 

Estimates For This Week 

Ambassador (Par) (3,000; 65-55- 
72) ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) and Mills 
Brothers on stage. Radio singers 
building week's gross to strong 
$22,000. Last week ‘Attorney for 
the Defense’ (Col), $12,800, fair. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-55) ‘Ai- 
most Married’ (Fox) and unit. Poor 
$9,000. Last week ‘Week Ends Only’ 
(Fox), $9,000, poor. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G). Big ad- 
vertising spread helping to get fair 
$10,000. Last week ‘Washington 
Masquerade’ (M-G), $10,000, fair. 

Missouri (Par) (3,500; 30-40-65) 
‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) and stage 
production, tabloidized ‘Rhapsody in 
Black.’ Latter is responsible for 
house’s biggest week in moons; sen- 
sational $25,000 in view. Last week, 
‘Stranger in Town’ (Par) and ‘For- 
gotten Commandments’ (Par), $5,- 
800, low. 











—Unashamed’ (M-G). Average $3,- 











400. Last week ‘Make Me a Star’ 
(Par) flopped toward close for mild 
$3,200. 
Grand (Neth) (1,100; 20-35)— 
‘Street of Women’ (WB). Weak 
$3,300. Last week ‘Love Is a Rack- 
et’ (FN) not bad at $3,900. 
Majestic (RKO) (1,100: 


15-25)— 


‘Bring "Em Back Alive). Here after 
first week at Palace should do} 
mild, Last week ‘Vanity 


Fair’ very mild $1,100. 





current week's returns are a little 
disappointing, due to absorption of 
best drawing possibilities by Rich- 
man on two previous weeks, though 
second was not so strong, $45,900. 
‘Madame Racketeer’ is the current 
picture at the Par. It has no names 


for the b. o ‘Rebecca of Sunny- 
brook Farm’. (Fox) opens Friday 
(29). 


Winter Garden, Strand and Pal- 
ace join the Cap this week in bring- 
ing back the biggest catches. 
of these is in tne money. 

Palace, which started off at $16,- 
300 on its first week as a combina- 
tion, will do around $16,000 on its 
second seven days with ‘Roar of 
Dragon,’ first run on screen. Break- 
ing at $12,000, it will be heavier in 
the black «han previous week when 
advertising expense was greater. 

Another animal picture, Mr. and 
Mrs. Martin Johnson’s ‘Congorilla,” 
is shunting the Winter Garden also 
into the indigo. A big $22,000 indi- 
cated, with picture holding a sec- 
ond and bringing a smile to Harry 
Charnas after three or four tough 
weeks at the house. 

Charnas’ smiles are all the broad- 
er with the Strand also exhibiting 
plenty of life. ‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB), 
pairing Bill Powell and Kay Fran- 
cis, is bubbling over to $21,000, very 
enterprising. Picture holds a sec- 
ond week. ‘Doctor X’ next here; 
‘Hollywood Speaks’ possibly next 
for Garden. 

Mayfair lets down on holdover of 
‘What Price Hollywood,’ which made 
‘Dragon’ possible for Palace. Con- 
nie Bennett item looks to weak 
$14,000. 

Rivoli and Rialto are both in the, 
dumps and collect new pictures 
Thursday a. m. (28), ‘White Zombie’ 
going into Riv, and ‘Man Called 
Back’ into the other. ‘Igloo’ thus 
gets only a week at the Riv and 
out, showing unexpected inertia at 
$7,500. Two days short of three 
weeks, on final seven days ‘Freaks’ 
at Rialto only $7,000, poorest house 
has had in a long time. 

Friday (29) is the date, announced 
for some time, as reopening of the 
Roxy, but up to yesterday (Mon- 
day) there was no assurance the- 
atre would be opened then, or when. 
It has been considered in many 
ways, including a plan to make it 
a lesser Madison Square Garden for 
fights, etc. Estimate was made as 
to cost of conversion, with $110,000 
the reported figure. 





Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—Grand Hotel’ (15th week) (M-Q). 
Dating of ‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G) 
not even tentatively made as yet by 
Loew’s but imminent since picture 
has already opened at Chinese, Hol- 
lywood, where in second week. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) — ‘Washington Masquerade’ 
(M-G), and stage show. Lou Holtz, 
Phil Baker and other names, plus 
political pic, running biz upwards to 
around $62,000, perhaps a little bet- 
ter. Holds over. Last week ‘Un- 
ashamed’ (M-G) and Jack Benny, 
Jean Hersholt, others, on stage, 
good enough $51,500. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83)—What 
Price Hollywood’ (RKO) (2d week). 
Slipping around $4,000 on second 
week to $14,000, not so forte. First 
week, good $18,000. 

Palace (1,700; 30-40-65-83)—‘Roar 
of Dragon’ (RKO) and vaudeville. 
At $16,000 with this picture on first 
run, will be in the dough nicely. 
Last week ‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ 
(RKO) $16,300, very good. 

Paramount (3,644; 40-72-94-$1.10) 
—Madame Racketeer’ (Par) and 
stage show. Not exhibiting looked- 
for stamina at around $45,000 but 
may build to better -hat. It’s Harry 
Richman’'s third week on stage, with 
Bert Lahr, among others, in cur- 


rently. Last week, holdover of orig- 
inal Richman stage show and ‘Lady 
and Gent’ (Par), $45,900, disap- 
pointing. 


Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘Man Called Back’ (Tif). Opens 
Thursday morning (28), letting out 


‘Freaks’ (M-G) after run of two 
weeks and five days. Final week 
$7,000, bad, Previous week $12,000, 


also not so good. 

Rivoli (2,300; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
Igloo’ (U). yoes out tomorrow 
night (Wednesday) after only one 
week at around $7,500, terrible. 
‘White Zombie’ (UA) opens Thurs- 
day (28). Final week ‘Aren't We 
All’ (Par) $4,500, new low for house, 





Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-94-$1.10) 
—‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB). Big at 
$21,000, holds a second week. Pre- 
vious incumbent, ‘Purchase Price’ 
(WRB) $16,500, fair. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-55-83- 
94)—Conzorilla’ (Fox). On first 
week hitting to strong tune of $22,- 
000 and will be retained a second 
and probably third week. ‘Radfo 


| Patrol’ (0) in ahead did $6,000, new 


i low. 
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Fairish Balto. Totals; 
Racketeer’ $16,000; 


‘Tom Brown’ $6,000 | 


Baltimore, July °5. 


Downtown seatage was made un- | 
when the James /| 


certain last week 
L. Kernan Enterprises, 
cludes the Maryland and Auditorium 
theatres, was knocked down to the 


which in- 


Penn Mutual Life Insurance Co. of 
Philly for $225,000. It was a receiv- 
ership sale and the result of fore- 
closure proceedings. Understood 


the insurance people held the mort- 
gage on the property. Looks as if 
there will be a resale with the fu- 
ture of the houses still a question. 

Rumor is that M. Mechanic, owner 
of the New, is or was a possible 
purchaser of the Maryland. House 
may continue in dramatic reper- 
tory with the University Players re- 
turning from Cape Cod for a second 
season at the house. Properties, to- 
gether with the Hotel Kernan, were 
built 30 years ago and widely ad- 
vertised as Kernan’s ‘Million Enter- 
prise.’ 

Film biz pretty good this week. 
No really bad spots currently, al- 
though Sunday night pop concerts 
at Carlin’s suburban amusement 
park seem to be hurting the indoor 
picture trade over the weekends. 

Hippodrome currently looks in for 
a good week with Cab Calloway on 
stage. Century also looks okay with 
‘Madame Racketeer.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,500; 15- 
25-40), ‘Tom Brown’ (U). Getting 
juve trade and got okay notices. 
Not big but satisfactory at $6,000. 
Last week ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) 
low at $5,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-40-50), 
‘By Whose Hand?’ (Col). Good no- 
tices and satisfactory biz. Crossing 
to $6,500, okay. Last week ‘Almost 
Married’ $5,000. 

Rivoli (Clyde McKay) (1,800; 20- 
40), ‘Bachelor’s Folly’ (W-W) and 
Joe Hoover’s band. Band, holding 
over. third week, main lure. All 
right on $2,500. Last week ‘Blonde 
Captive’ $2,100. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,600; 25-35- 
40-55-66-75), ‘Skyscraper Souls’ 
(M-G). Good night trade. Story 
running serially in Hearst press. 
Fair $10,000. Last week ‘Washing- 
ton Masquerade’ (M-G) $9,000. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers) 
600; 15-25), ‘Bring ’*Em( Back’ 
(Radio). Taking Per animal film as 
follow-up from Hipp; $3,000, nice. 
Last week same film £3,500. 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,200; 25- 
35-40-55-66-75), ‘Madame Racketeer’ 
(Par) and* vaude. Plus eight-act 
show, looks like fair summer week; 
$12,000. Last week ‘Million-Dollar 
Legs’ (Par) $11,000, light. 

Hipp (Rappaport) (2,500; 25-50), 
‘Man Called Back’ and vaude. Cab 
Calloway the big draw. Good week 
due at $12,000. Last week ‘So Big’ 
disappointed despite good notices. 
Just a fair $7,000, 

Parkway (Loew-UA) (1,000; 25- 
35), ‘Unashamed’ (M-G). Mid- 
summer average at $3,700. Last 
week ‘Red-Headed Woman’ (M-G) 
best biz of summer, $4,800. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,200; 25- 
35), ‘Unashamed’ (M-G). Day -and- 
date with Parkway. Satisfactory at 


(1,- 


$2,500. : Last week ‘Red-Headed 
bere above summer average, 





1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week July 29 

Paramount—‘Sunnybrook’ 
(Fox). 

Capitol — ‘Washington Mas- 
querade’ (Metro) (2d week). 

Strand — ‘Jewel Robbery’ 
(WB) (2d week). 

Mayfair—‘Tom Brown’ (VU). 

Rialto—‘Man Called Back’ 
(Tiff). 

Rivoli—‘White Zombie’ (UA) 


(4). 
Winter Garden—‘Congorilla’ 
(Fox) (2d week). 





Week Aug. 5 


Paramount—‘Guilty as Hell’ 
(Par). 

Capitol—‘Skyscraper 
(Metro) (4). 

Strand—‘Doctor X’ (WB). 

Mayfair—‘Back Street’ (U). 

Rivoli—‘White Zombie’ (UA) 
(2a week). 


$2 Pictures 
‘Grand Hotel’ (Metro), Astor 
(15th week). 


Souls’ 








Foreign Films 
‘Kyritz-Tyritz’ (German) 
(Hindenburg) (1). 
1914’ (Atlas) (German) (Eu- 
ropa) (3). 











WB’S NABES HELPED BY 
SHUT NEWARK DELUXER 


Newark, July 25. 
Nothing here to draw big grosses 


and none claimed but profits said 
to be plentiful withovt vaude. 
Weather still remains despite one 
shower too fine for business. 
Warner Brothers maintain that 
their neighborhoods jumped last 
week. This may be due to cutting 
out vaude downtown or  heat- 
caused inertia; probably both. 


Estimates for This Week 


Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-20-25- 
30-40-55-65) ‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB). 
Paced for slow $6,000. Last week 
‘Purchase Price’ (WB) not so bad 
at $7,200. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35) 
‘Winner Take All’ (WB) and ‘Week 
Ends Only’ (Fox). Cagney alone 
good enough to reach $5,000. Last 
week ‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G) 
and ‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox) okay 
at $4,800. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50) ‘Tingel- 
Tangel’ (New Era) and ‘Der Wahre 
Jakob’ (New Era). About $800. 
Last week ‘Le Million’ (French), 
terrible at $500. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-20-25-30- 
40-55-65) ‘Blonde Captive’ (Col). 
Heavily and sensationally adver- 
tised but doubtful if will bring the 
crowds used to seeing the Metro 
and UA stars; doubtful $7,000. Last 
week ‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G) 
strong until a sudden drop Thurs- 
day and Friday brought it down to 
$10,000 but still okay. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
66) ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par). Not 
much hope. of over $6,000.. Last 
week ‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par), 
a bad $4,600. 

Proctor (RKO) (2,300; 15-65) 
‘Roar of the Dragon’ (Radio), Prob- 
ably $6,500, poor. Last week on 
eight days ‘What Price Hollywood’ 
(Radio) fine at over $10,000. 











‘RACKETEER,’ FISHER, 
$15,000, BEST IN DET. 


Detroit, July 25. 
All houses look ‘for low grosses 
this week. Suffering from a week 


of hot weather, houses go into the 
dog days with little enthusiasm. 
First time in weeks the Michigan 
has had neither stage nor screen 
fare to ballyhoo. George Bancroft 
in ‘Lady and Gent’ at that house 
ien’t the draw he was two years 
ago, rte Meroff is far from 
a name locally, explainin r 

$17,000. ’ Y Te 

‘Tom Brown of Culver’ is a hard 
picture to sell and will be lucky to 
get overhead disbursements back. 
‘Madame Racketeer’ at the Fisher 
has a box-office name and will do 
better than last week, around $15,000. 

Last week several outstanding at- 
tractions failed to do business, but 
entirely due to the hot wave. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045; 15-35-72-75), 
‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) and stage 
show. At $17,000 big drop over last 
week’s take, when ‘Red-Headed 
Woman’ (Metro) did $22,500, fairly 
good. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-72-75), ‘Ma- 
dame Racketeer’ (Metro) and stage 
show. Up a little, $15,000. Last 
week ‘Miss Pinkerton’ (WB) and 
stage show at $13,100, mild. 





Fox (5,100; 15-25-55), ‘By Whose 


Hand?’ (Col) and stage show. May- 
be $15,000. Last week ‘Weekend 


Marriage’ (Col) was weak at $16,000. 

Downtown (2,750; 15-25-55), ‘Tom 
Lucky if 
topping $4,000. Last week ‘Roar of 


Brown of Culver’ (U). 


the Dragon’ (Radio) was fair at 
$6,590, 


Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
‘Riding Tornado’ (Col) and ‘Man 
from Yesterday’ (Par) with ‘Love 
Bound’ (Peerless) and ‘Dark Horse’ 
(FN) on split. But $2,800 expected. 
House closes Saturday to reopen in 
August with first-run Fox films. 
Last week ‘Is My Face Red’ (Radio) 
and ‘Spirit of the West’ Hollywood) 
with ‘Thunder Below’ (Par) and 
‘City Lights’ (UA) on split; weak 
at $2,900. 


‘MASQUERADE’ IN FRISCO 
DISAPPOINTS AT $9,000 


San Francisco, July 25. 

Some 70,000 Shriners, opening 
their national three-day convention 
here tomorrow, were expected to 
knock the props from under local 
show business and did. Fez wearers 
have sold over $100,000 worth of 
tickets for four big parades and 
pageants. 

United Artists has again changed 
its mind about closing. House last 
week announced a July 21 folding, 
then shifted to July 31. Cogitating 
upon the Shrine bugaboo decided 
the management-.upon a-July 26 
closing, so theatre darkens then 
after a second week of Zane Grey’s 
‘South Seas Adventures.’ 

Fox offers a big laugh show with 
Will Mahoney on stage, ‘Million 
Dollar Legs’ on screen and a Lau- 
rel Hardy counted upon fer addi- 
tional dough. Lionel Barrymore is 
doing neatly for Paramount with 
‘Washington Masquerade,’ pulling a 
good night trade of limousine cali- 
bre. 

RKO may reopen Orpheum Aug. 5, 
playing ‘Bring "Em Back Alive,’ 
second run following Golden Gate. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (5,000; 50-70)—‘Million Dol- 














MIX, $6,000; ‘SOULS,’ 
$12,000, GOOD IN K. C. 


Kansas City, July 25. 
The scarcity of pictures is giving 
the local houses a break for they 
are now getting them so fresh that 
in some cases no press sheet is 


ready and the managers dope out 
their own. 

Loew's Midland has had a num- 
ber of real premieres and the cur- 
rent flicker ‘Skyscraper Souls,’ bal- 
lyhooed as the ‘Grand Hotel’ of big 
business, is no exception. Picture 
was given sweet publicity and 
opened nicely with prospects for a 
fair week. 

Mainstreet has ‘Attorney for the 
Defense’ and while handicapped by 
following several other lawyer and 
courtroom pictures could not grum- 
ble over the fair pace. 

The two Publix-Dubinsky, side- 
by-each Newman and Liberty, with 
‘Lady and Gent’ in the former and 
‘Texas Bad Man’ in the two-bit 
house drew nicely from the bar- 
gain seekers. First time a Tom Mix 
picture has been on a downtown 
screen for months and are the kids 
thrilled. 

Past week was the hottest of the 
year and even the chilled theatres 
failed to attract. 

Publix-Dubinsky is conducting a 
‘Panther Woman’ contest in con- 
nection with ‘Island of Lost Souls.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky) (860; 
15-25) —‘Texas Bad Man’ (U). A 
natural for the kids for 10 and l5c 
in the afternoons and they gave 
their favorite a real welcome; a 
good $6,000. Last week ‘Week Ends 
Only’ (Fox), $4,400. 

Loew’s Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25- 
35) — ‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G). 
Strong name cast; fair $12,000. Last 
week ‘Washington Masquerade’ 
(M-G), $13,500. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—Attorney. for the Defense’ (Col) 
and vaudeville. After a strenuous 
week with ‘Bring ’em Back Alive,’ 
the ‘Opportunity Revue’ and other 
things this Edmund Lowe feature 
will make a creditable showing with 
$12,000, fair. Last week ‘Bring ’Em 
(Radio), smash $17,800. 

Newman (Publix-Dubinsky) (1,- 
890; 25-35-50)—‘Lady and Gent’ 
(Par). Sort of ‘Take a Chance’ idea 
on the billing with no names given, 
but plenty of hints that it was hot 
and spicy. Should hold up for fair 
$5,500. Last week ‘Winner Take 
All’ (WB), $6,800, good. 


Vallee vs. Columbo, 
$18,000, $15,000; Wot, 
No Crosby in Boston? 


Boston, July 25. 
Last week was the worst of cur- 
rent season for most of Boston’s 
houses, with Metro, olitan and Para- 
mount dropping to under $15,000 
and $8,000 respectively. Good vaude- 
ville bill at the RKO Memorial with 
‘Tom Brown of Culver’ on screen 
did only $13,000... No startling im- 
provement evidenced this week. 
Rudy Vallee, at the Met, and Russ 
Columbo at the RKO Memorial, are 
drawing but cutting into each other. 
Estimates For This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-55-83) 
‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par) and Rudy 
Vallee in person. Nice $18,000. Last 
week ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) and 
Gene Dennis on stage slumped way 
down to $14,100. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 30-55- 
66) ‘Purchase Price’ (WB). Not 
likely to raise much above low 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Miss Pinkerton’ 
(FN), $7,600, slightly up. 

Memorial (RKO) (4,000; 35-55-83) 
‘The Man Called Back’ (Tiff) and 
Russ Columbo and seven vaudeville 
acts, off at $15,000. Last week, ‘Tom 
Brown of Culver’ (U), a bad $13,000. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-55) 
‘Riders of Death Valley’ and six 
vaudeville acts. Slow $8,000. Last 
week, ‘What Price Hollywood’ 
(RKO), $8,500. 














lar Legs’ (Par), and Will Mahoney 
on stage. Shrine competition keen- 
ly felt. Maybe $27,000, fair. Last 
week extra healthy with Schumann- 
Heink and M-G’s ‘Unashamed’ big 
at $37,000. 

Golden Gate (KKO) (2,270; 40- 
50-60)—‘Tom Brown of Culver’ (U) 
and vaude. Weak at $9,000. ‘Roar 
of the Dragon’ (Radio) drew good 
$13,000 last week. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 50-65)— 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (M-G). 
Lionel Barrymore a card, but $9,000 
is not profitable. Last week second 
stanza of ‘Rebeeca’ (Fox) got $5,000 
on five days. 

United Artists (1,200; 35-50-65)— 
‘South Seas Adventures’ (2d and 
last week). Fairish at $5,000. 
House closed July 26 until Sept. 15. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65)— 
‘Jewel Robbery’ (Par) and stage 
show. Not up to last week with 
fair $15,000. ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) 
got $17,500. 

Warners (1,365; 50-65)—‘Miss 
Pinkerton’ (WB). Mystery drammer 
o. k. at $8,000. Second week ‘Win- 
ner Take All’ got mediocre $5,000. 
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weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary, 
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‘Culver’s’ Local Angles 
Aid in l’apolis for $4,000 


_ Indianapolis, July 25. 


Coolness of the downtown’ the- 
atres is drawing them in with the 
continuance of the central west’s 
terrific heat wave. All theatres are 
increasing their advertising and 
other exploitation. 

Apollo appears okay this week 
with an announced ‘world premiere’ 
of ‘Tom Brown of Culver,’ which 
was made here at Culver, Ind. At 
the opening, the Indianapolis Drum 
and Bugle corps of the American 
Legion held a parade which ended 
at the theatre. Floodlight under the 
marquee also helped. 

Indiana this week is using nomi- 
nees in the Paramount film contest 
on the stage. Mills Brothers booked 
week of Aug. 5 at Circle for first 





presentation. 
Dorothy Sutherland and Roy 
Woods, local vaude favs, started 


their RKO contract this week at the 
Lyric. 

Indianapolis is also interested in 
‘Skyseraper Souls’ at Loew’s Palace 
because of the first screen appear- 
ance of Helen Coburn, local girl, 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 10- 
25-35), ‘Tom Brown of Culver’ (U). 
Drawing well, locale being laid in 
this city and at Culver Military 
Academy, Culver, Ind. Should pull 
nice $4,000. Last week ‘Winner 
Take All’ (WB) finished near $3,000, 
not bad. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 10- 
25-35), ‘Westward Passage’ (RKO). 
Advertised as adult entertainment 
should bring this house up; about 
$4,200, good. Last week ‘Make Me 
a Star’ (Par) closed near that figure. 
Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35), ‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN) and 
first eliminations in the nation-wide 
Paramount movie star contest. 
Should bring around $10,000, good. 
‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) closed about 
ditto last week; had heavy exploita- 
tion and advertisements. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35), ‘Skyscraper Souls’ (MG). Pull- 
ing around $4,800, good. Helen Co- 
burn, Indianapolis lass, makes a 
debut in film. Last week, the first 
of the Capitol .theme pictures, 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (M-G), 
did well in city, pulling around 
$5,200, a little better than was an- 
ticipated. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25- 
40), ‘Purchase Price’ (WB) and 
vaude headed by Daphne Pollard. 
Bill is little better than average at 
this house. Should gross around 
$8,500. Last week ‘Almost Married’ 
so eee and vaude slightly uppish at 


‘Girl’ with Monte Blue in 
Black, $10,000, Portland 


Portland, Ore., July 25. 


Fox-Paramount has worked up 

the auto grveaway on door admish 
to point where it is worth two grand 
extra weekly. Stunt is a biz getter 
for the average program picture. 
F&M’s ‘Desert Song’ tab unit 
packed the Paramount last week. 
The $17,000 gross near the burg’s 
record. Picture was ‘Million Dollar 
Legs.’ This week with ‘Society Girl’ 
not so hot; Monte Blue in person, 
also. 
RKO Orph2um last week nearly 
doubled its average gross of recent 
weeks with ‘Bring "Em Back Alive,’ 
house deciding to hold it over a 
second week. 

Par’s ‘Forgotten Commandments’ 
pulled the dull Rialto out of red ink. 
Currently UA’s ‘Cock of the Air’ 
holding a nice pace for b. o. results. 

Hamrick’s Oriental just getting 
about an average break with WB’s 
‘Purchase Price.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65)—‘Society Girl’ (Fox) and 
Monte Blue in person with F&M 
unit. Getting just fair results, $10,- 
000, gross boosted by Monte Blue in 
person. Last week ‘Million Dollar 
Legs’ (Par) with ‘Desert Song’ 
stage unit clicked for huge $17,000; 
almost a record. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 
‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ and vaude. 
Held a second week with nice $5,500. 
Last week, $11,000. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 
000; 25-35)—‘Unashamed’ (M-G). 
Okay $4,000. Last week ‘Lady and 
Gent’ (Par) fairly for $3,500, 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—Purchase Price’ (WB). Fair at 





$4,000. Last week ‘Dark Horse’ 
(WB) a mild $3,000. 

Rialto (Gamble) (2,000; 25)— 
‘Cock of the Air (UA). Picking up 


extra biz at this house; likely $2,500. 
Last week ‘Forgotten Command- 





ments’ (Par) above par with $3,000. 


vv 


Stevens Moves Up 


George Stevens, formerly comedy. 
director, moves up at Universal to. 
co-direct ‘All-American’ with Rus-« 
sell Mack, 





Cunningham’s Mix Trio 


Contract for writing of three mora 
Tom Mix stories at Universal goes 
to Jack Cunningham, recently at 
Paramount. 





Jungle Kidder 
Jungle film cycle will be satired 
in the first Radio feature of the 
new Harry Sweet-Edgar Kennedy 
team, 





Sheriff Finishes 
R. C. Sheriff, English playwright, 
filinishing his script on Universal's 
‘Road Back,’ left here to sail July 
30 for London. 





‘Master’ Waits 
Metro has shelved ‘Harbor Mas-« 
ter’ as a story possibility for Clark 
Gable and Walter Huston, Yarn 
didn’t jell. 





Halt Baby Election 


Wampas has postponed the selec- 
tion of its baby stars until it can 
determine what type affair will be 
staged for their official introduction, 





Kents’ ‘Pajamas’ 
Willis Kent will produce ‘The 
Woman in Purple Pajamas,’ novel 
by Willis Kent, but no relation. 


Grinde Off 
Metro has dropped Nick Grinde, 
director assigned to whip ‘March of 
Time’ into shape. Ralph Block con- 
tinues on the story. 








Brown’s Condition 

Return of Joe E. Brown to Ware 
ners is indefinite due to his muscue 
lar trouble not clearing up. Come- 
dian must wear a steel brace on his 
back for the next three months, 
while studio is holding two yarns 
for his return. 


Byron for WB 
Arthur Byron is due here Aug. 5 
to play ‘Warden Lawes’ in Warners’ 
‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing.’ 


Theatre Men Agree 
Theatre men have come under thé 
Hays office wing in its campaign to 
clean up theatre advertising. Sec- 
ond Advertising Code Committee 
meeting here had Bob Collier, F- 
WC; Gene Cox, Publix, and Hub« 
(Continued on page 32) 


STAGE END ONLY HOLDS 
UP IN SLUGGISH PROV. 




















Providence, July 25. 

Extremely hot weather threw all 
of the first runs out of gear over 
the week end, and unless there is 
a let-up in the mercury, grosses 
will be in low. The stage is the 
only thing keeping the RKO Albee 
from sliding with the other stands. 

At the Paramount Gene Dennis 
and her psychic act probably won’t 
help ‘Madame Racketeer’ touch 
over $4,000. Rosetta Duncan, head- 
lining the Albee vaude, is a decided 
asset to ‘Roar of the Dragon’ and 
house most likely will hit nice 
$11,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,360; 15-55-66-), 
‘Roar of the Dragon’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Sizzling temperature kept 
them away on opening day, but 
house expects good pickup to put 
it over for at least $11,000. Last 
week ‘Bring ’Em_ Back Alive’ 
(Radio) hurdled a fine $10,700. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55-75), 
‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G). Not 
creating any excitement, not more 
than $7,000 which is about 50% off. 
Last week ‘Washington Masquerade’ 
(M-G) lukewarm at $8,500. : 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55), 
‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN) and ‘Stranger 
in Town’ (WB). Just moving along 
with indications that house will 
see close to $6,500, off. Last week 
‘Love is a Racket’ (FN) and ‘Win- 
ner Take All’ (WB) also off at 
$6,800. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-55), ‘Mad- 
ame Racketeer’ (Par) and Gene 
Dennis on stage. While feature 
is playing second’ fiddle to the Den- 
his act, it is receiving favorable 
comment about town. Still only a 
poor $4,000 in sight. Last week 
‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) way off at 
$4,500. : 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-30), 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (Radio) and 
‘They Never Come Back’ (Artclass), 
First feature played the Albee 
couple of weeks ago for a bunged-up 
week. May be $2,500. Last week 
‘Texas Bad Man’ (U) and ‘ilames’ 
(Monogram) was fair at $2,100. os 
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BROADWAY CROWDS! iil | mt 








Yrene Thirer 


BECOMES INQUIRING REPORTER 
FOR PARAMOUNT 


Personally asks a hundred representa- 


tives of a million passers-by how anx- 


‘ 


ious they are to see “Movie Crazy,’ 





“Blonde Venus,” “Night After Night,” 
“A Farewell to Arms,” “Horse Feathers,” 


“Big Broadcast,” and “Love Me Tonight.” 
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“WHEN WILL WE SEE 




















PEGGY KELLY 


(315 West l13th Street, 
New York 


MODELING 


@ “They all look good, 
but some more than 
others. | always see Marx 
Brothers, Harold Lloyd, 
and Chevalier because | 
like comedy most. Harold 
in Hollywood should be 
very funny. | read ‘Fare- 
well to Arms’ and think 
Helen Hayes, Gary 
Cooper, and Adolphe 
Menjou should be great. 
To see Clark Gable and 
Miriam Hopkins together 
in ‘No Bed of Her Own,’ 
‘which | read in the Daily 
News, is a real thrill. Her- 
bert Marshall was very 
fine in a play | saw, and 
| expect he will be a star 
after being with Dietrich 
in “Blonde Venus.’ | will 
see all of these pictures.” 








THE QUESTION ASKED BY MISS THIRER: 


“Here's a list of the new group of Paramount Pictures. Look 
at the casts, titles and stories... what do you think of them?” 











EDWARD 
PALIDINO 


433 Van Dwyer St., 


Stapleton, S. I. 


PATROLMAN 


@ “| don't get a chance fo 
see many pictures, but | 
listen to the radio a lot 
and want to see Bing 
Crosby, Boswell Sisters, 
Cab Calloway, Burns and 
Allen, Kate Smith and all 
the stars in ‘Big Broad- 
cast.’ This interests me 
most, and next, ‘Farewell 
to Arms’ which | have 
heard is a very good 
book. | always try to see 
Harold Lloyd and the Marx 
Brothers. Yes, if | have an 
opportunity | want to see 
these pictures; they look 
very attractive. I'd like to 
say that there hasn't been 
a good police picture yet.” 











MRS. CAROLINE 


NEUMAN 


2362 Seventh Ave., 
Astoria, L. I. 


HOUSEWIFE 


@ “Chevalier easily heads 
the list for me, but I will say 
that | will not allow my hus- 
band to let me miss many 
‘of these pictures. After 
Chevalier | like Dietrich, 
and ‘No Bed of Her Own’ 
and ‘Night After Night’ 
look like the type of heavy 
dramas we both like. | do 
‘not care so much for com- 
edy, but my husband does, 
‘and so | see them anyway. 
l imagine he will be tickled 
with ‘Movie Crazy,’ and 
‘Horse Feathers.’ Incident- 
ally, isn’t Fredric March a 
Paramount star? Why isn't 
he cast in these pictures?” 





QUERY OF ALL AGES, 
VALUE OF THE NEW. 








~ 


MISS JULIE VOLPE 


1809 Longfellow Av., 
Bronx, N. Y. 


HAIRDRESSER 


@ “There are certainly a 
lot of big stars in those 


pictures—most of my fa- 


vorites, in fact. When I go 
to the movies, | don’t pay 
much attention to the title 
but if it’s got a star | like, 
then | don’t want to miss it. 
Chevalier’s my weakness, 
and after him Clark Gable. 
| think Marlene Dietrich is 
the best looking girl on 
the screen and the best 
actress. ‘Blonde Venus’ 
sounds good but why 
don't they put her in a 
picture with Clark Gable 
some time? | sure want to 
see Mae West in ‘Night 
Aftef Night.’ I like Nancy 
Carroll, too. ‘No Bed of 
Her Own’ ought to make 


a swell picture. I read it 


when if ran in the tabs.” 
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PEGGY MESSENGER 


Claridge Hotel 
New York 


SECRETARY 


® “Gang pictures kept me 
away from the movies for 
some time and | am glad 
to see that Paramount is 
putting real casts into love 
stories "and comedy. My 
first choice is ‘Blonde 
Venus,’ because | think 
Dietrich is fine in any story 
and this sounds exception- 
ally good. | read ‘Single 
Night’ by Bromfield and 
suppose that is ‘Night 


After Night.’ Why do they 


change the titles in the 
movies? | haven't read 
‘Farewell to Arms’ but al- 
ways wanted to and will 
be satisfied to see the pic- 
ture, especially with Gary 
Cooper, Helen Hayes, and 
Adolphe Menjou in the 
cast. | do want to see 
all of them, though.*’ 














THE PLACE: 


At the busiest street in the world, in front of the Criterion 
Theatre, at 44th Street and Broadway, at 2:00 P. M. 











AL ABRAMS 


2136 6lst Street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


SALESMAN 


@"! think they are fine 
merchandise which the 
public will want to buy. | 
guess most salesmen are 
good movie fans, and | 
feel confident that 4 will 
certainly not ‘miss Harold 
Lloyd, the Marx Brothers, 
and Chevalier, because 
we all need laughs nowa- 
days. ‘No Bed of Her 
Own’ sounds like a wo- 
man's picture, but ‘Fare- 
well to Arms’ should ap- 
peal to everybody. I 
wasn't a Dietrich fan until 
| saw ‘Shanghai Express’ 
which changed my opin- 


ion, and | certainly want 


to see ‘Blonde Venus. 
They look, good to me.” 











JAMES HEALY 


539 West 144th St., 
New York 


PROPERTIES 


@ “The thing that attracts 
me most is Harold Lloyd. 
Why doesn't he make 
more pictures, and also the 
Marx Brothers? They seem 
so few and far between. 
| suppose that ‘The Big 
Broadcast’ will be shown 
at advanced prices, but | 
think this is a mistake be- 
cause if doesn’t matter 
how big the casts are, the 


public cannot afford to 


pay more these days. All 

of these pictures attract 
*e 

me and | have a feeling 

that they are going to be 

good shows by looking 

at the casts and titles.” 





THEM?”. .IS HUNGRY | 
; PROVING BOX OFFICE 








(Paramount GROUP! 


MISS ETHEL KENT 


164 West 44th St., 
New York 


ARTIST 


@ “They all look mighty 
entertaining. I've been 
wondering when some 
movie producer would be 
smart enough to make 
‘Farewell to Arms.’ Helen 
Hayes is perfect for the 
part of the nurse. Thére’s 
my old friend, Harold 
Lloyd. Where's he been 
lately? I'll certainly want 
to see him in ‘Movie 
Crazy.’ My whole family 
are Marx Brothers fans but 
personally | like Lloyd's 
type of comedy better. 
Maybe you can tell me 
why a star as popular as 
Dietrich makes only a few 
pictures a year. ‘Blonde 
Venus’ is the first one I've 
seen advertised since 
‘Shanghai Express.’ Guess 
I'll make a note of ‘The 
Big Broadcast’'—it's about 
time a radio picture was 
made on a big scale.” 
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IRENE THIRER FOUND THE BUYING PUBLIC- YOUR — 





HAROLD LLOYD 
\ in.“Movie Crazy” 





MARLENE DIETRICH 
in “Blonde Venus” 
with Herbert Marshall, 
| Cary Grant, Directed by 
\ Joseph Von Sternberg 





“NIGHT AFTER NIGHT” 
_ ‘with George Raft, Nancy 
\ Carrol, Mae West, Wynne 


\ 


Gibson, Alison Skipworth 


A FAREWELL TO ARMS” 


* ‘with Helen Hayes, Gary 
Cooper end Adolphe Menjou 


_ PATRONS WANT THESE PARAMOUNT PICTURES! 





Yrene Thirer 


Motion Picture Critic, New York Daily New. 





@ For the first time in the history of this business a 
producing company has been brave enough to in- 
vite the critic of the largest daily newspaper in the 
country to personally get public reaction to coming 


product! @ It isn’t what we want... it isn’t what 
you want... it’s what the public wants that counts... 


Paramount’s daring in this move is only because of 


their complete faith and assurance in the box office 


power of these eight coming Paramount Pictures. 







FOUR MARX BROTHERS 


in “Horsefeathers” 








“THE BIG BROADCAST” 


with Stuart Erwin, Leila 
Hymans, Bing Crosby, 
Burns and Allen, 
Boswell Sisters, Kate 
Smith, Cab Calloway, 
Mills Brothers, 
Arthur Tracy 





MIRIAM HOPKINS AND 
CLARK GABLE 
in “No Bed of Her Own” 





MAURICE CHEVALIER 
in “Love Me Tonight’ 
with Jeanette MacDonald, 


@ Rouben Mamoulian 
Production 
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M-G Cuts Export 
Production, but: 


Fox Expanding 


Los Angeles, July 25. 

While Fox is working toward an 
increased Spanish production sched- 
ule, Metro has decided on a general 
foreign retrenchment. Latter studio, 
which has been working with two 
simultaneous companies on both 
German and French synchroniza- 
tions and a single unit on Italian 
will reduce to one for each of the 








languages, with German out en- 
tirely. 
Fox, confining itself solely to 


Spanish and now finishing two 
syncs, goes into direct shots and is 
importing more talent from Europe. 
Lopez Rubio, playwright, got here 
this week with Martinez Sierra, 
writer, and Catalina Barcena, play- 
er, arriving here in three weeks. 


Fox Musicals 


First two for the Fox direct-shots 
will be musicals. Jose Mojica will 
be starred in the first, ‘Dick Tur- 
pin,’ and Raul Roulien, formerly 
used in ‘Delicious,’ in ‘Last Man on 
Earth,’ Miss Barcena will be 
starred in comedy dramas. James 
Tinling, former Fox domestic direc- 
tor, will go back to meg the musi- 
cals. 

Curtailment at Metro drops tech- 
nical crews from the roster, Let 
out from the directorial staff this 
week was William Cowen, German 
megeger. 

Schedule on this lot now calls for 
eix each of Italian, and French, 
which will be staggered to keep the 
production going to the end of the 
year. 

Fox program calls for 20 Spanish 
talkers, eight of which will be di- 
rect shot. 


NEW BRITISH DEAL UP 
FOR MUSIC IN FILMS 


London, July 25. 

The contract between the British 
music publishers and film producers 
covering the synchronization of 
their published numbers for use in 
musical background scores, expires 
in September and negotiations are 
in progress looking to a new under- 
standing. 

It is likely the present agreement 
will be extended until the end of the 
year so that the trades involved 
may study the attitude of Ameri- 
can publishers whose agreements 
also expire in September. 

Present British agreement calls 
for payments on a uniform basis 
for numbers used in pictures. No 
publisher is known to have grown 
rich by its terms. 


Dub ‘Igloo’ for World 


Universal will make dubbed ver- 
sions of ‘Igloo’ into three languages 
outside of the current English. 
French and German will be dubbed 
into the film in the native coun- 
tries. 

Spanish dubbing will be stuck 
onto the picture in Hollywood. 

















DUTCH PROSPECT FOR J. S. 
The Hague, July 14. 

Lien Deyers, the popular Dutch 
Ufa-star, spending her holidays at 
Zandvoort. Amsterdam’s  sea-re- 
sort, has been speaking over AVRO, 
answering questions put to her by 
Max Tak, conductor of Tuschinsky 
Bioscope in Amsterdam and ‘Va- 
riety’s’ correspondent. 

Miss Deyers is signed up for 
Paris now to play in a film directed 
by Proux; she is now taking sing- 
ing lessons and hopes to go to Hol- 
lywood later on. She had an offer 
a year ago, but her father vetoed 
a journey to States. 





Ritchey to Europe 

J. V. Ritchey, New York film ex- 
porter and importer, left for London 
Tuesday (19) to be gone about a 
month. 

He'll talk to his London and Paris 
reps while abroad and _ possibly 
make an alliance for Germany. 





M-G-M Foreign Trumpeter 
Paul Wecsenaar has been named 
European exploitation chief for 
Metro. 
He'll set up headquarters in Paris 
and service all the Continent. 








Far Flung Laemmles 





Berlin, July 25. 


Al Szekler, Universal chief 

here, has been replaced by 
Max Friedland, a Laemmle 
relative. 


Szekler remains with U with 
the likelihood he’ll be sent to 
supervise the company’s ac- 
tivities in Brazil, where he 
served before coming to Ger- 
many. 


U TO SHOOT 3 
BERLIN FILMS 


At least three productions are al- 
ready set for Universal in Berlin. 
Paul Kohner is representing U as 
Greman production manager and 
has completed negotiations for 
studio space. 

Kohner will handle the Iceland 
pictur. 'S.O.S. Iceberg,’ being made 
by Dr. Arnold E. Fanck. Shots 
brought back by Fanck will be 
handled ir Berlin and finished there 
for both the foreign and the U. S. 
markets. Also Kohner will start 
work immediately on the first of 
two pictures starring Louis Trenker. 

Film will be titled ‘The Rebels’ 
and shot largely in the Alps, 


Italy Out After Name 
Meggers to Build Up 
Its Native Industry 


Rome, July 25. 

Cines is making ready for a big 
push on film production for the com- 
ing season. New Idea is to hire 
best possible directors, getting them 
from the world market, and putting 
them to work in Rome. 

Already signed is G. B. Pabst, 
German director, who is expected 
here within a few days to start 
work on an original story written 
for Cines by Luigi Pirandello. 

Negotiations are now on with 
Sergei Eisenstein, the Russian di- 
rector, with Cines promising to let 
Eisenstein pick his own scenarios. 


Dupont’s Olympic Shots 


FE. A. Dupont, German director, is 
expected in New York this week 
enroute to Hollywood. He is bring - 
ing a production unit and will take 
some spot shots for ‘The Marathon 
Runner,’ German film based on the 
Olympic games. 

Picture is being made for Mata- 
dor Film Co. 





























Seek Leniency 





(Continued from page 5) 
panies on a@ common carrier basis. 
This is similar to the W. W. Hod- 
kinson plan. It is also similar to 
one proposed some years ago in 
which the American Express Com- 
pany is said to have figured. 

Whether the A. E. C. figures in 
current banker film plans is not 
known. One of the downtown men 
concerned in the film biz is Eugene 
Leake, president of Adams Express. 
He also is president of Film Secu- 
rities Corp., controlling factor in 
Loew’s. Nearly all the principal 
banking connections of the industry 
are affiliated with F. S. C. 

Look to Chase 

It is believed that any move to- 
ward effecting this plan will likely 
first come by way of the Chase 
group. This firm not only controls 
Fox Films but also General The- 
atres Equipment, besides being in- 
directly interested in Film Securi- 
ties Corp. Chase thus holds the 
biggest share in the film biz of any 
banking house. 

Proposal, as outlined, also relates 
to the readjustment of the entire 
sales sytem of films, including re- 
moval of protection clauses with 
certain regulation of pictures as to 
price value directly at the studios. 
Another consideration calis for the 
apportionment of the foreign mar- 
kets as between the larger foreign 
companies and those in the U. §&., 
as exists in other industries. 

Financial men concerned in the 
move are now abroad, but not for 
this purpose so far as known. 
Nothing is yet to stir until they 
return, as they are the principals 
being considered to initiate the 





carrying out of the plan. 


{ 


| TEITEL EXTENDS HOLD 


ON FOREIGNS FOR CHI 


A. Teitel, head of Foreign Talk- 
| ing Pictures of Chicago, has closed 
with Capital Films of New York 
|for handling of all the latter com- 
| pany’s foreign films in the mid-west. 
Capital's list now includes about 30 
German pictures and a few Polish 
and Hungarian subjects. 

Teitel, who is in New York for 
closing of the deal, is also talking 
over the possibility of handling Leo 
Brecher’s and Max Goldberg’s films 
in the mid-west. If either or both 
deals are completed he will have 
a practical monopoly on distribu- 
tion of the foreign language pic- 
tures in his section of the country, 
the three distributors among them 
handling 95% of the German films 
for the U. S. 

Teitel’s company already has the 
mid-west rights to the Pitta'uga 
Italian films. He also owns several 
German films outright. 

Foreign Talking Pictures has con- 
sistently centered its activities tin 
Chicago thus far and has developed 
about 100 possible playing dates for 
foreign films in that section of the 
country, Teitel says. 








Zoning Armistice 





(Continued from page 4) 
out over the weekend after sudden 
fireworks disrupted formal peace 
terms of the previous weekend, ex- 
hibitors and circuits will arbitrate 
their own protection differences. 

Two-for-one sales, however, are 
out in Cleveland. By the terms ap- 
proved by Horwitz, counsel for 81 
Ohio indies, who called Will Hays 
back from Chicago on a threat of 
contempt of court after Hays had 
left with the understanding that 
peace had been accomplished, the 
indies contract with a company 
manufacturing script books will de- 
termine when the Cleveland agree- 
ment will become effective. The 
script contract, a hookup with 
Cleveland merchants, is not up until 
Dec. 31. If it can be dissolved be- 
fore then the indie-Hays agree- 
ment will be inaugurated on such a 
date, otherwise the terms of the 
Cleveland treaty will have to wait 
until Jan. 1. 

The other angle which caused the 
Horwitz group to bolt after attor- 
neys a week ago Monday (18) had 
announced a compromise, concerned 
ticket sale classifications. The new 
agreement provides that admission 
descriptions will take in an entire 
house, meaning that there will be 
no special balcony prices unless 
stipulated. 

Tough on Lawyers 

Lawyers for the circuits and dis- 
tributors had their most hectic week 
because when they were not arguing 
with Horwitz, and facing orders to 
show cause as to why the industry’s 
financial secrets should not be re- 
vealed, they were discussing the 
uniform contract with the MPTOA 
executive committee. 

Armed with resolutions demand- 
ing acceptance of the 5-5-5 plan by 
exhibitor units all over the coun- 
try, including some from even the 
competitive organization, Allied, the 
committee told lawyers that 90% 
of the indie exhibs in the country 
now want uniformity. 

Distributor representatives ex- 
pressed themselves as amazed at the 
completeness of the petition. They 
conceded it was as much a surprise 
to them as it was to the lawyers 
who have been figuring the 5-5-5 
a political indie football. 

When MPTOA executives re- 
turned to their homes over the 
weekend they did so with assur- 
ances from all but one major com- 
pany, Warners, that they would give 
it serious consideration. Even 
Warners, MPTOA executives stated 
Saturday, was ‘ess adamant and 
more open to reason on the formula 
than before. 

Before the private sessions de- 
veloped, hov-ever, the indie hammer 
held full sway. The MPTOA com- 
mittee came into town fully pre- 
pared to break with Hays, unto 
seeking legislative control of the 
industry within their own states, 
unless they got -~ last word on the 
5-5-5. 2 

Horwitz, alone in the Bar Asso- 
ciation hall and the Federal cham- 
bers of Judge Goddard, pursued his 
threat for Hays’ private papers 
against eight major company attor- 
neys. At the tire of settlement last 
Saturday (23) Horwitz said that he 
still has 71 witnesses who can be 
called in the event of further 
trouble. The Cleveland lawyer em- 
phasized, however, that this time 
peace looks certain. He left for 
Cleveland last night (Monday). 





Mere Prospect of 
Forces Exhibs 


Adroit, the British 


é 








London, July 25. 
London censors have figured 
a way out for Paramount's 
‘Merrily We Go to Hell.’ 
Title was irrevocably banned. 
When Par asked for a likely 
substitute title company was 
told ‘Merrily we go to 4 
might do. 


ITALIAN UPSET 
MAY AID FILMS 


New upset in the Italian govern- 
ment is figured as likely to benefit 
United States filmdom there. 

Members of the cabinet removed 
were more Nationalistic in their 
politics than the new incumbents. 
It was largely through their efforts 
that the ruling was passed forbid- 
ding spoken English (or any other 
language except Italian) on Italy’s 
sereens. Likely that this ruling will 
now be modified or changed, allow- 
ing for the entrance into the coun- 
try of occasional original prints 
with super-imposed titles. 

Germany’s political troubles will 
not change the picture situation. 
The new quota law was made public 
before the governmental headache 
started and is not likely now to be 
revised either way until the coun- 
try’s more vital difficulties are 
straightened out. 

If the new German government 
could be moved to look into the 
film thing, belief is it would be even 
worse from the standpoint of 
American companies, since it is 
even more native-minded in out- 
look than was previously the case. 


INGRAM TO MAKE FILM 
WITH NILE BERNHARDT 


Alexandria, July 25. 

Fatma Rushdy, Egyptian actress, 
currently touring Morocco, is nego- 
tiating with Rex Ingram for pro- 
duction of a film starring her. 

Picture is to be titled ‘Marriage.’ 
Notion is to do some preliminary 
shooting in Egypt and the rest in 
Morocco. Studio shots will be made 
at the Aubert studios in Paris, 
where also the film will be cut and 
assembled. 


























Second Mexican Native 
Film, Moreno Directed 


Mexico City, July 21. 

A second nationally made talker 
has been launched here by the Na- 
tional MP Production Co. which 
produced ‘Santa.’ 

The follow up production is 
‘Aguilas Frente Al Sol’ (‘Eagles 
Before the Sun’), somewhat along 
Mata Hari lines, concerning a Mex- 
ican dancing girl who induces a bad 





Chinaman to kidnap and whisk her 
to his homeland, where she becomes 
a spy. 

Picture, based upon a novel by 
Henry des Loges, was directed by 
Antonio Moreno, who was also at 
the meg for ‘Santa,’ and was pro- 
duced in the company’s studios here. 
A feature of the production are 
shots of all outdoor games played 
in Mexico, from ancient Aztec di- 
versions to polo. 

Hilda Moreno, young Cuban ac- 


perfected by two Mexican brothers 
named Rodriguez. Local critics 
praise the production. 

Early action in producing Mexi- 
can sound pictures is promised the 
public by another all-native enter- 
prise that has been established here. 

It is called Cinemex, S. A., and 
claims to have ample financial sup- 
port. Moving spirits are J. R. Baires 
and David M. Fierro. 





Metro Far East Survey 
Sam Burger, special Metro for- 
eign exec, left Saturday for Holly- 
wood en route to China. He'll sail 
from San Francisco July 29. 

Burger will spend several months 
making a complete survey of the 
Far East for his company. 





tress, who was with the Ziegfeld | 
‘Follies, and George Lewis are 
starred. Sound system was that 


French Quota 





———— 


Into Natan Combo 


Paris, July 16. 
The French quota, though its 
exact terms have not yet been of- 
ficially issued, has had one antici- 
pated result in strengthening 
Natan’s booking combine with ex- 
hibitors. 
Latter are naturally afraid of a 
shortage of product, and prefer 
making sure of covering their needs 
by joining the combine rather than 
take chances and wait for American 
product which they may be unable 
to get through the quota. 
This is all the more so since sev- 
eral American firms advertised their 
intentions to close if the quota law 
was passed. First immediate result 
was Ha!.’s chain going to the com- 
bine, including the ritzy Colisee; 
and, on an agreement, providing for 
more than mere booking, the boule- 
vard Olympia. 
Natan, who has just announced a 


features to start with—besides other 
releases—can now guarantee exhibi- 
tors complete bookings for their 
coming needs; having also con- 
tracted for his circuit for more 
than 20 Paramount produccions, 


Only House in Sydney 
To Maintain Deluxe 
Policy Shows Profit 


Sydney, June 26. 

There is one theatre in Sydney— 
the only one that has never changed 
its policy from the opening several 
years ago. And because of this, the 
Prince Edward, under the general- 
ship of Dan Carroll, has continued 
to be regarded as the most success- 
ful theatre operating in this city. 

Even in t#e most depressing 
times, the full orchestra was kept 
on, and single features have played 
as high as 24 weeks in some cases. 
Average run for a single feature 
here is between four and six weeks, 
excluding smash successes. 
Carroll circuit will pay 8% in 
dividends this year. 


PARAMOUNT, UNIVERSAL 
RESUME CHILE TRADE 


Universal and Paramount have ree 
sumed shipment of films to Chile, 
All other U. S. film companies are 
still holding off and refuse to do 
business with the country until the 
U. S. money tied up in banks down 
there is released. 

About $450,000 is ‘frozen’ in the 
South American country belong- 
ing to U. S. film companies. Money 
has been accumulating for some 
months due to the fact that a money 
export embargo was established. 
With the recent revolution the new 
government made things even 
worse by insisting that the money 
be used for investment within the 
country. 

Universal’s action in resuming 
trade is due to the belief on U's 
part that it has contracts with 
firms in that country which it can- 
not afford to break. Paramount has 
found means of investing it’s South 
American money under what is 
hoped favorable conditions and 
wants to continue business rela- 
tions. 




















Prague Bans Foreign 
Dubbing of Pictures 


Prague, July 14. 
The ministry of commerce has 
published a decree that all titles 
|and heads of films must be printed 





|}and made in Czechoslovakia, re- 
gardless whether of domestic or for- 
| eign origin. 

This will mean that American 
films must be dubbed in the Czech 
| language before being presented in 
| the Czech movie theatres and fol- 
lows the new German law and that 
proposed for France. 


BIP’S Own Sound 


London, July 25. 

British International has been 
experimenting with its own ree 
cording apparatus for some months, 
and intends replacing RCA on the 
termination of the contract at th» 
end of the year. . 

System is sound on film, and al- 








jready fully patented. 
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Best product of Johnsons .. . this means plenty, for 

the Johnsons’ product has rarely been topped. Any- 

way, it’s grand entertainment and lots of fun. 
Regina Crewe, 


New York American. 


The picture becomes highly exceptional. The scenes 
of the native dances and the tribal customs are 
among the most continuously interesting, fascinating 
and humorous I have ever seen. 
Here is an exhibition out of darkest Africa which 
really speaks and which is well worth seeing. 
Wm. Boehnel, 
W orld-Telegram. 


There is nothing in town more hilarious than the 
efforts of two of the pygmies to light the cigars that 
Mr. Johnson has given them. In their dances, their 
flirtations and, in fact, in their very friendliness these 
miniature tribesmen prove to be a highly humorous 


and likable people. Richard Watts, Jr. 
Herald-T ribune. 


LET THE CRITICS TELL YOU WHY 














Congorilla effective. Instead of just seeing lions prowl 
and natives moving their lips you can at the same 
time hear the roar of the lion, the dialect and chants 
of the natives, the grunts of the hippo, the snort of 
the rhino, the swish of water churned by crocodiles, 
the beat of tom-toms, the screams of gorillas’ and 
the squawks of camels . . . but most fascinating are 
episodes dealing with a tribe of pygmies who pull 
off a bit that would rate as excellent in any comedy 


studio. Rose Pelsnick, 
Evening Journal. 


I had a good time at Congorilla and the audience, 
judging from its audible reception of it, did also. 


It is truly ina jungle entertainment. 
John S. Cohen, Jr. 
N. Y. Sun. 
It forms a good model for the future for Mr. and 
Mrs. Johnson and all the rest of the camera and 
gun brigade ... The photography is:very fine and so 
—oh well, Congorilla as a whole is, too. 


L.N. 
New York Times. 


WATCH FOX THIS YEAR! 
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Talking Shorts 








THEL MERMAN 
Let Me Call You Sweetheart’ 
Talkartoon Series 


ins. 
Rivoli, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Neat blending of a name singer 
and the ‘Betty Boop’ cartoon series, 
with bouncing ball community sing- 
ing as the finish. Combination of 
@ personality and the humor of the 
animated drawings is a winner here. 

Opens simply with Miss Merman 
singing; goes into the ‘Boop’ idea 
for comedy after a verse and chorus 
reprise; back to the singer for an- 
other bit and then another drawing 
interlude. Miss Merman back to 
invite audience response to the 
bouncing ball bit which makes the 
finish. 

Presented in this Broadway de 
fuxer where the mob doesn’t com- 
monly join in, the agreeable invita- 
tion of Miss Merman had the right 
effect. Recommended as a valuable 
program adjunct anywhere. 

Rush. 


‘LOVE ~~ NEIGHBOR’ 


Winter Garden 
Vitaphone No. 1380 

Tabloid farce featuring Don Tom- 
kins, Gunboat’ Smith and Frances 
Dade in a somewhat silly flirtation 
routine. The Gunner is the irate 

ugilistic boy-friend who adminis- 
ers corporal punishment to the 
hapless Tomkins while his newly- 
wed wife accuses him of. flirting 
with the Gunner’s blonde amour 
mext door. 

It’s all predicated on the newly- 
weds not knowing the correct street 
address of their new home, with 
Tomkins invading the Gunboat 
Smith menage. 

Alf Goulding has turned out bet- 
ter shorts for Vitaphone, but the 
material here is as much to 7” 

el, 





‘CURIOSITIES’ 

Freak Newsette » 

9 Mins. 

New York, New York 
Columbia No. C 235 

Minor filler. One of the Walter 
Futter series with John Medbury’s 
voice. Usual style of photographs 
showing supposedly freak people 
and objects. Objects in the current 
piece and the people lack vital in- 
terest. That being so, Medbury’s 
assignment is more than ordinarily 
tough here, but he manages a slight 
laff or two. 

There’s a tree hopper shown. Sort 
of a. Tarzan who gets cameraed 
leaping among widespread branches. 
Another clip is of a tabby sup- 
posedly hatching hen’s eggs. Also 
@ photo of a self statue once made 
by a Jap sculptor. Shan. 


%DLE ROOMERS’ 

omedy 
8 Mins. 

Tivoli, New York 
Educational No. 2881 

A skit of no particular eminence 
except that the quartet of acrobats 
who are the mainstay are first-rate 
comedy knockabouts. For the 
minor spots it’s okay as filler. 

Idea of the story is that two acro- 
bats who are continuously re- 
hearsing are taken for a couple of 
nuts by the landlady. She calls in 
the psychos, who go acrobatic 
themselves. Fadeout is everybody 
hopping about or playing lanpioog. 





ATHLETIC DAZE 
Novelty; 4 Mins. 
Loew’s New York 
Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer 

‘Athletic Daze’ lends itself excel- 
lently to booking during interest in 
the Olympic games. 
_ It digs back into the old days of 
Sport and brings things up to the 
present views, established by news- 
reels, of some of the Olympic con- 
testants. 

Pete Smith continues to deliver 
‘WAMPAS gags for dialog. Waly. 


RAMBLING ROUND RADIO ROW 

With JERRY WALD 
12 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 

Vitaphone No. 1408 ~ 

This short is mainly a grouping 
and abbreviation of the acts of Bos- 
well Sisters, Col. Stoopnagle and 
Bud and Kate Smith with a look-in 
by Abe Lyman. In addition to the 
names it is interesting because it 
possesses the broadcasting atmos- 
phere. 

Jerry Wald does a preliminary bit 
to provide those in the main billing 
with a continuity. Waly. 


‘ROMANCE’ 
Terry-Toon Series 
Cartoon 
5 Mins. 
Prospect, Brooklyn 
Educational 

Medium grade cartoon around 
Mouse characters and the romance 
a villain attempts to muscle in on. 
Racketeer angle worked in for 
novelty. Will do as filler. 

Some off-screen singing and dia- 
log. Char, 





‘SHIP A HOOEY’ 

Tryon- Vernon 

Comedy; 20 Mins. 

Loew’s New York 
Educational 

It is quite a while since Bobby 
Vernon has been noticed in his old 
female impersonation act, so the 
same in ‘Ship A Hooey’ will prob- 
ably prove a diversion. 

While containing not a new gag, 
‘Hooey’ holds audience interest in a 
rambling way by placing a pretty 
blonde on ship board. This gives 
Bobby the chance to swap clothes 
and opens the gate to rough-and- 
tumble knockabout comedy. with 
other gobs and officers. aly. 


‘C'EST PAREE’ 
Musical Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone Nos. 1415-16 

This short is.ostensibly designed 
to substitute for a stage show or 
presentation. It is all-color, which 
at times is blurred. Pattern is 
formula in its routine inspired long 
ago by the world war. 

Some dance numbers, a good 
banjo act, a ballet and a theme 
song (latter is repeated too often) 
are lightly threaded together by the 
usual doughboy stuff. Waly. 


IGLOO 


Universal production and release. Story 
and direction by Ewing Scott; camera, Roy 
Klaffki. Picture itself is silent, with 
added sound effects and an off stage lec- 
ture, written by Edward T. Lowe and Wil- 
fred Lucas and delivered by Care, eee 

t the 





man. Cast of native Eskimos. 

Rivoli, New York, for a run starting 
July 20. Running time 61 minutes. 
WMative BumMter cccciccccccesecccocs Chee-ak 
IIGUVE BITE. cocccvcccccccsecesese .-Kyatuk 
Hor brother ..ccccccccccvccesecce «+e Toyuk 
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New epic of the north bearing the 





Miniature Reviews 
in R 

‘Igloo’ (U). Arctic picture 
with cast of native Eskimos. 
Long succession of bleak.Polar 
ice fields makes for monotony. 
Romance is there, but not in 
the form to insure general fan 
response. 

‘Jewel Robbery’ 
odd story blend with dialog, 
mountings, and the Powell- 
Francis interpretation which 
higher class audiences will en- 
joy. 

‘Isle of Paradise’ (Pollack). 
Travelog on life in Bali. Too 
long and monotonous to mean 
much at the b. o. 

‘Almost Married’ (Fox). One 
of the thriller cycle and pretty 
complicated. Only 50 minutes 
long so okay for double fea- 
tures. 

*‘Congorilla’ (Fox). Mr. and 
Mrs. Martin Johnson's cellu- 
loid record of their two years 
in the Belgian Congo, replete 
with thrills, adventure and 
laughs, making withal for an 
excellent entertainment which 
should command  above-par 
boxoffice interest. 

‘Washington Masquerade’ 
(M-G). Adaptation of the 
French play, ‘The Claw,’ with 
Lionel Barrymore doing a gem 
of a creation as a U. S. Sena- 
tor from Kansas. That's all 
the subject needs for attracting 
trade. Will do business in 
spite of meaningless title. 

‘Roar of the Dragon’ (Radio). 
Action hoke with Chinese lo- 
cale that arrives too late after 
the Sino-Jap conflict to rate 
importantly. Earlier arrival 
might have braced it for the 
keys, but at present time it’s 
best territory should be the 
neighbs. Richard Dix starred. 

‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par). 
Radically different talker theme 


(WB). An 





authentic stamp of Arctic rigors 
and played with utmost gravity by 
a whole Eskimo village, led by a 
giant native, Chee-ak by name. Idea 
is somewhat similar to that behind 
‘Moana’ ‘Nanook of the North’ and 
‘Tabu.’ Story and romance are in 
the background while the producer 
concentrates on dramatizing an arc- 
tic blizzard and the trek of an 
Eskimo tribe to escape starvation. 

Picture hasn’t enough human in- 
terest to sustain a full hour of pro- 


jection and doesn’t rate feature re- 
lease. It’s a novelty and, for the 
purpose in mind, it’s extremely well 
done, but it doesn’t jell as the sub- 
stance of a film show. The whole 
thing, thrilling as the events it 
shows are, is actually commonplace 
in effect. They tell you that this 
group of furred people half buried 
in the snow of a blizzard, are fac- 
ing death. But the plump and 
cheerful looking natives don’t look 
it. It’s a case where the bare actu- 
ality, unsupported by artistic and 
literary trickery, doesn’t register. 

Subject is really a silent accom- 
panied by an off-screen interlocutor 
whe expleins the motives of the 
characters and that in itself injures 
the illusion. Sound effects are 
minor, except in one instance where 
the Polar ice pack is breaking up 
and mountains of ice toss, pitch, 
pile up. groan and explode for 
startling effect. A musical score 
accompanies the unreeling and at 
intervals it is backgrounded by a 
chorus singing weird chants, all 
stage accessories that ought to 
heighten interest, but for some rea- 
son do not. 

Vital flaw is that the drama isn’t 
put into understandable’ terms. 
Sixty minutes of cinematographic 
blizzards, ice and Eskimos is a 
strain on the attention, and there 
is little to lead on the spectator 
from moment to moment. Picture 
is a sample of that rare thing—a 
story whose realism is defeated by 
absence of theatrical device. 

Toward the end there is a scene 
in which a huge polar bear pursues 
the heroine while the hero paddles 
and rurs over the ice to the rescue, 
ending with the killing of the beast 
with the hero’s harpoon. It’s a 
great bit of hunting film, but the 
dramatic suspense for some reason 
never tightens. Pictures of Eskimos 
falling into water boiling with float- 
ing ice fields ought to pack a thrill, 
but after they’ve been repeated end- 
less times, they weary. ‘ 

The synthctic story never regis- 
ters. The demure heroine is cute 
to look at, but doesn’t engage one’s 
interest. The hero, a picturesque 
giant among these small Arctic 
dwellers, is the center of all the 
action, but he’s an alien to romance 
and just a character around which 
they have grouped a great deal of 
marvelous, bleak Arctic scenery and 
strange and bizarre folk lore. As 
a human he doesn’t register, as did 
the actress in ‘Nanook’ or the fas- 
cinating Islend girl of ‘Moana’ and 
her stal-7art lover. 

Action revolves around the ar-| 
rival of Chee-ak, mighty hunter of! 


that had many possibilities, 
but fell short of cashing in. 
Lack of marquee strength in 
cast a handicap. 














another tribe, to bring a load of 


duced when the burglar passes 
around doped cigarets. This is car- 
ried into another sequence when 
Lenz, a special officer guarding the 
shop, unwittingly smokes one him- 
self and gives the others to police 
officials. Spencer Charters as the 
smug private cop contributes much 
to the comic side with his dry 
humor. 

In action the picture is so edited 
that censors will find it difficult to 


use the shears. In fact, there is 
only one brief kiss in the entire 
action, Waly. 


ISLE OF PARADISE 


Adolph Pollack production and release; 
direction and photography by Charles T. 


Trego; lecture by David Ross. At the 
Vanderbilt, N. Y., for one performance 
July 20 at $3 top. Running time 55 


minutes. 





‘Ballyhooed Bali’ is a better title 
for this one. With much unfurling 
of flags, trumpet-blowing and 
shouting it was ushered into a first 
showing as something ultra, And 
it turns out to be nothing more 
than an elongated travelog. As a 
two-reeler quite interesting; as a 
five and a ‘half reel proposition 
pretty much a dud. 

To give credit where credit is due 


the Charles Trego lad—he's only 25 
—has turned out a very creditable 
picture of its kind. Some of the 
photography is exceptionally fine 
and most of it is beautiful. But it’s 
the paucity of material and the un- 
fair handling that handicaps the 
picture. 

There's an underlined musical 
score and David Ross does the spiel- 
ing. Ross is from radio. He's so 
eareful to enunciate correctly that 
his words lose whatever sparkle or 
interest they might have. Also the 
background music doesn’t help his 
voice any. 

Beyond that there seemed to be no 
conscious effort to assort Tregoes’ 
camera material and mako it mean 
something. He photographed about 
everyth'ng possible on the island of 
Bali, overdoing some tinings, under 
developing others. Some of it is 
duplication, too. But there’s no at- 
tempt at editing the stuff into a 
harmonious or showmanlike whole. 

It’s only 55 minutes long. Cut 
ten minutes it'll make one half of 





seal food and make love to the girl, 
Kyatuk by name, and the daughter 
of the old chief. It is spring and 
they make a great feast of it. 
Eskimos enting seal blubber are not 
so appetizing. 

Food gone, the winter closes down 
again. They determine to start for 
the open sea, leaving behind the old 
people to die sealed up in their ice 
houses. The rest of the story deals 
with the saga of the agonizing trip, 
its interruptions by mutiny in the 
tribe who resent the command of 
the outlander, their peril from the 
ice breakup and their final miracu- 
lous finding of food. 

Finish is a walrus hunt with an- 
other rather terrifying spectacle of 
the starving hunters drinking the 
blood of tl:e slain monsters. 

’ Rush. 


JEWEL ROBBERY 


Warner production and release co-star- 
ring William Powell and Kay Francis. 
Directed by William Dieterle. Adaptation 
of Ladislaus Fodor’s play by Erwin Gelsey. 


At the Strand, N. Y., July 21. Running 
time, 63 mins. 
The Robber... .cccsvccceces William Powell 


Baroness Teri.....eosesee+++-Kay Francis 
Marianne ....... eocccecesss- Helen Vinson 


Detective Fritz.....+++....-Alan Mowbray 
MAES ccsepeseses esececeees-Hardie Albright 
Count Rudolph.....ccceseeess Andre Luguet 
PEARS cccccctccese eccceccsese Henry Kolker 
EMME caccccusese seeeeees Spencer Charters 
MEE Seacécckeasées e«eee+-Charles Coleman 
Hollander .....+-++.+5. eeseas sec Lee Kohimar 
The Conscierge..... eovecee---Robert Creig 
eS ree eeseee-Ruth Donnelly 
The Chauleur. ..sccccccccccces Ivan Linow 





‘Jewel Robbery’ as adapted to the 
American stage from the Hungarian 
of Fodor was a bit indefinite. The 
screen adaptation by Erwin Gelsey 
and the Holiywood treatment prob- 
ably account for the picture version 
being predominantly comedy in a 
frothy, satirical vein. The Powell- 
Francis partnership carries the ac- 
tion over stretches which otherwise 
would hig and manages to weave 
in a romantic thread. Shapes up as 
fair for deluxe trade but dubious 
further down the theatre scale, 

There are numerous lines of dia- 
log bright enough to insure audi- 
ence laughter. There are also con- 
versational exchanges in a boudoir 
scene near enough to the line to 
deliver a punch, The picture is es- 
sentially one for fans of some de- 
gree of sophistication. These will 
enjoy it as something light and dif- 
ferent. 

As the genteel burglar who en- 
tertains customers with his con- 
versation and phonograph while his 
men clean out a Vienna jewelry es- 
tablishment, William Powell is 
ideally cast. The same may be said 
for Kay Francis as the beautiful 
but bored and eccentric wife of an 
elderly banker who perefs to lis- 
ten to the invader than be locked 
with her husband jn a vault. 

One of the bes* gags is intro- 


a double feature program. In those 
states, that is, where nudity is not 
objected to by censors. Kauf. 


ALMOST MARRIED 


Fox production and release. Features 
Alexander Kirkland, Ralph Bellamy an 
Violet Heming. Direction, William Canf- 
eron Menzies; adaptation and dialog, Wal- 
lace Smith, from novel ‘Devil's Triangle, 
by Andrew Soutar; photography, John 
Mescall. At the Fox, Brooklyn, week July 
22. Running time, 50 mins. 

AMEte c.ccccccccorsecscveces Violet Heming 
Denee Maxwell.......ess+++> Ralph Bellamy 
Capristi .........++.+..-Alexander Kirkland 
Inspector Slante...........-Allan Dinehart 
Lady Lavering.. eseese-Eva Dennison 





Aunt Mathilda.............Grace Hampton 
Lord Lavering...........-Herbert Bunston 
Mariette cccccccscccccecsesseses Maria Alba 
Butler ....-sceseeeeeeee++-Herbert Mundin 
COOK cccvcccessoccccrccccovccs Mary Gordon 





As a belated starter in the horror 
series started by Universal's ‘Drac- 
ula,’ Fox presents this remake of 
one of Metro’s 1919 silents. It’s only 
50 minutes long, which would seem 
to indicate plenty cutting and past- 
ing, but which gives the film it’s 
one hope of fairly wide booking. 
It’s about the right length for dou- 
ble features. That’s where it be- 


CONGORILLA 


Fox presents Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johne 
son in a feature travelog shot in the Bele 
gian Congo by and with the Johnsons under 
the cameraing of Mr. Johnson and Richard 
Naedler; sound recording by Lewis Tappaa 
and Walter Hicks; safari director, DeWitt 
Sage; editorial supervision by Truman H. 
Talley. In for a run at the Winter Garden, 
N. Y., commencing July 21. Running time 
74 mins, 


Fox and the Martin Johnsons 
have a winner in ‘Congorilla.’ The 


authentic cinematic record of the - 


adventuresome explorers with cam- 
ers and sound-truck has resulted, 
after an obviously exciting and not 
undangerous expedition, in an ex- 
traordinary picture. It has been 
cannily cut and edited by the John- 


sons and Truman Talley and should 
come back with nice grosses from 
its exhibition rights. 

‘Congorilla’—a euphoniously in- 
triguing hybridization of the Bel- 
gian Congo, the gorilla’s habitat— 
smacks of the real McCoy from the 
start. One loses all skepticism and 
believes even beyond expectations 
in the titular claims that this is the 
first sound-recorded heart-of-Africa 
production. What dubbing or sync- 
ing there may exist is completely 
eclipsed by the general authenticity 
of this celluloid document of the 
hardy Martin Johnsons, 

The cameras and sound-trucks 
are ingenuously and unostentatiously 
shot into the proceedings as a mat- 
ter of course. One has but to hear 
the jungle calls of the various ani- 
mals and pygmy peoples to appreci- 
ate that it is all faithful and realis- 
tic. Not that it wasn’t a good idea 
to casually call it to attention, 

In the very opening shots one 
literally sees the heat coming up 
from the ground. The travail of 
the muck-ridden expedition is 
briefly shown with the result left te 
one’s imagination. In the main, 
nothing has been sacrificed for its 
entertainment value. If the John- 
sons experienced great hardships in 
bossing their safari, progressing 
their trucks, diplomatically dealing 
with the central African little say- 
ages—the tribes of pygmies—and 
risking their lives time and again, 
that is all very effectively suggested 
without in any wise prejudicing the 
entertainment values of the sum 
total. 

The impression is that the Martin 
Johnsons essayed their Congo ad- 
venture to bring back a film record 
of what they saw—not how they 
obtained it. And since what they 
saw—properly cut, edited, trimmed 
down, built up, high-lighted and 
comfortably presented—was the.ulti- 
mate objective, that’s all that this 
Fox presentation offers to the pay- 
ing customer. It’s swell showman-« 
ship. 

Casually only do they refer to the 
dangers facing them when manning 
a boat across a hippopotamus-in- 
fested river. It is is obvious, as 
Johnson (who does the lecturing) 
mentions, there’s no telling what 
would happen if one of the hippos 
got under the boat and decided to 
come to the surface. Its capsize 
would be inevitable. 

The various shots of Mrs. Johnson 
at close range with the rhinos, the 
elephants and the other wild jungle 
beasts, are sufficient ocular evidence 
of the grave dangers the entire ex- 
pedition faced constantly. Referring 
to his wife as Osa, her first name, 
Johnson judiciously mentioned that 
she was a crack shot. This was 
a chivalrous footnote to offset any 
suspicion of subjecting her to undue 
danger. Mrs. Johnson on occasion 
evidences her expert marksmanship 
with the telephoto lens cinematically 
assisting the effect for theatrical 





longs—in the lower groove. 


purposes, 





Beyond the paucity of screen 
names, the film struggles along with 
a pretty much overdrawn and im- 
plausible story. Some of it is quite 
well handled, and there is sufficient 
action, but even within the confines 
of 50 minutes a good deal of the 
film is slow and draggy. 

Lead parts are handled by actors 
from legit— Alexander Kirkland, 
Ralph Bellamy, Violet Heming and 
Allan Dinehart. Only one of the 
quartet turns in a performance that 
means anything—Alexander Kirk- 
land—and he’s miscast. Miss Hem- 
ing is decidedly disappointing, her 
makeup being wrong for one thing, 
and Ralph Bellamy just doesn’t 
seem to care. 

Kirkland is cast as the lunatic 
pianist with a penchant for choking 
girls. Via flashback story is told of 
his marriage to Miss Heming five 
years previous and her leaving him 
on the wedding night because of 
fear. She’s in a local jam in Russia 
and can avoid death at the hands 
of the Bolsheviki only by marriage 
to a British citizen—so Bellamy 
marries her. Later she tells him 
about Kirkand and admits she’s 
confmitted bigamy. Bellamy claims 
he doesn’t care. 

Kirkland, in an insane asylum, 
reads of the bigamous marriage in 
a newspaper, so escapes and comes 
calling. To clear things up for the 
finish he’s shot to death just as his 
fingers are closing in on Miss Hem- 
ing’s throat. 

It’s pretty complicated, and Wil- 
liam Cameron Menzies, turning in 
his first directorial job, couldn't 
seem to avoid being buried under 
the various tangents. 

Kirkland’s performance, however, 
is a splendid one, and Menzies does 





manage to get in some nice aes 
graphical flashes. Kauf. 





The longshot lenses tn truth were 
responsible for the series of ap- 
plause barrages which punctuated 
the sundry scenes. They were aud- 
ible tribute either to the unusual of 
scene or the bravery of the adven- 
turers. The camera was also highly 
effective in the slow-motion shots 
of wild animal life. 


The nearest to mortal conflict was 
the early shot of the hyena break- 
ing the neck of a zebra, with the 
lions, wild dogs and vultures in se- 
quence eating off the prey, It was 
an early and highly effective punch. 
It was somewhat of a shudderer for 
the woman and must have been the 
subject of considerable discussion 
in the Fox home office as to whether 
or not to include another shocker 
toward the end for the climax, It 
was wise they didn’t. 

From then on, with the adven- 
tures sufficiently graphic in their 
natural progression, the travelog 
assumed a mounting aspect of au- 
thenticity and faithfulness which is 
highly impressive in retrospect, 

The various highlights have an 
educational as well as entertainment 
value. One sees that the jungle 


tempos of the various tribes are - 


not electrically synchronized arti- 
fices but the genuine thing. The 
charging elephants, the rapacious 
crocodiles, the ‘water horse’ hippos, 
the pygmy tribes—they are all 
packed with realistic interest. 

There are laughs, too, besides 
thrills. The business with the pyg- 
mies attempting to light cigars was 
good for a marathon of laughs, 
They milked it to the utmost, 

The flirtation beween a jungle 
swain and flapper is great camera 
stuff. The natural rhythmic reace 


| tion to a portable phonograph rec- 


ord: the sideglights of the pygmies’ 
hunger for cakes of salt; the somee 
(Continued on page 46) 
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GREATEST VARIETY 





DOCTOR—A serious case of feature in- 
digestion! 
NURSE—Is there any hope? 


DOCTOR—Sure! If they’!!l only give him 








EDUCATIONAL’S answer to the challenge of depression and of 
double features is the most brilliant line of short subject entertain- 
ment in its history, with the widest variety of subject matter, and the 
biggest box-office name value. Whatever type of short picture 
you need to give proper balance to your show, you can find it in 
this great program of one and two-reel featurettes. 


: With Stars Whose Names 
Oo m apineec. On Your Marquee 


TWO - REEL » >Ee f. PICTURES 
PICTURES lO, : . 
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COMEDIES Se SQ [6 Fel) cosy punsesks 
MORAN a MA c 4 % ¢ , 3 ) - é ' “ SS Produced by Jack Hays 


MERMAID wre wu OR LIFE 
COMEDIES 


Produced by Nathan, Woodard 
Featuring HARRY LANG- 


and Fairbanks 
DON and other famous stars 


6 do you 
TORCHY REMEMBER ? 
COMEDIES 


Memories of the Gay Nineties 
Featuring RAY COOKE 


Produced by Johnnie Walker 
Produced and Directed by C. C. BURR 


TOM HOWARD COMEDIES 
VANITY COMEDIES 


CAMERA ADVENTURES 
THE GLEASORS’ 
SPORTS FEATURETTES 



































Dramatic adventures off the beaten track 
with Eugene Pallette and Russell and HODGE-PODGE 
& IDEAL COMEDIES 
NATURGRAPHS 
Ss ee . \ . 
“THE GREAT HOKUM MYSTERY” |e 7 eee | Rpaturing REINALD WERRENRATH and 
Reported by Leo Donnelly 


Produced by Pat Dowling 
and Hobart Brownell 
Lucille Gleason, directed by James 1 
Gleason. Norman L. Sper Productions. Produced by Robert E. Gitlaum 
1 BRAY’S- 
KENDALL-deVALLY LR dT PG AS Pie Produced by J. R. Bray 
et ey 7 yy :' 
OPERALOGUES LC @Oducaticnat Ficlars? | SPIRIT OF THE CAMPUS 
& Sechuane ag Bie ge tla | ~o* FRE SPICE OPTHE PROGRAM’ | BROADWAY GOSSIP 
Monroe Gold. ——— a A Columnist Newsreel 
EDUCATIONAL FILM EXCHANGES, Inc. 
E. W. HAMMONS, President 
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EXPLOITATION 


By Epes W. Sargent 











Building It Up 

Pasting an advertisement to the 
bottom of a barrel is a good stunt, 
but there are spots where it has 
been worked so often that they just 
laugh a little and pass it up. in 
that case it pays to jazz it along. 

One good way is to plaeard the 

barrel, ‘Rattlesnake. Please be 
careful.” With the supposed snake 
rattling at intervals, which is con- 
vincing where a steady rattle would 
not attract so well, 
' Stunt requires a couple of cells of 
ary battery, a coil of wire, an os- 
cillating fan and a small bugzer or 
an electric bell with the gong re- 
moved. . 

Bell or buzzer is placed in the 
bottom of the barrel and hooked up 
in the usual manner except that one 
wire is attached to the fan and the 
other is split into a Y with the ends 
go placed that contact is made with 
the traveling wire at each end of 
the fan's swing. There is a momen- 
tary pause before the fan moves 
back, which gives just about the 
right duration to the rattle. 

People know they're being fooled, 
but they want to see what it is fool- 
ing them. 

--- 
Marked Days 

Calendar pads form the most cer- 

tain means of impressing a special 


week or month. There seems to be 
something about th which fixes 


a date more definitely the larg- 
est type dating 
Exhibitor who was a big 


amble on a special booking for 
hree days capitalized this by draw- 
ing up a set of large calendar pads, 
some of which were posted and 
others displayed in windows. Date 
was 16-18 and the sheets were set 
up on the last of the previous 
month. Hach day a man went 
around with a pot of paint and a 
marking brush and crossed off the 
previous day. By the end of the 
week the entire town was in- 





Spilled Paint 

Value of a painted sign in a win- 
dow recently was more than doubled 
y the fact that the cans of paint 
in lettering the sign had been 
left in the window and a half-gallon 
can of red had tipped over and had 
owed over the carpet on the win- 
floor. People looked at the 
paint first and then at the 
was 


Paint an adaptation of a nov- 
of some years ago = ee 
bottle had apparentiy top 

a table. In reality it was 
at all but a mixture of 
rosin and one of bees- 
hich had been stirred 
to eolor the mass. 
was done in a water bath, 
e stuff was 

over and permitted to 
smooth slab. Stone, 
even enameled tin will 
it solidifies it is lifted 
to the window, 
fracture 


RS 


cRgsarcy begs 
i ; 
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Nothing seems to be stronger for 
a@ matinee attraction than a bathing 
suit revue employing children from 
four to 10 years of age. Women 
respond more promptly to this fea- 
ture than any other form of style 
show during the warm months, and 
proud mothers are only too glad to 
have their children appear. If a 
small cash prize is allowed it will 
not be necessary to promote the 
costumes. Generally the prizes can 
be promoted from the dealers in 
bathing suits. 

One way to work the idea is to 
offer nominal prizes and get the 
dealers to offer cash to the winners 
who wear their suits. In one in- 
stance where this was tried a sale 
of nearly 30 suits was reported, 
each mother being certain her off- 
spring was in line for the award. 

It might be held over for a night 
show, but it is distinctly a matinee 
attraction of real drawing power. 
Two or three child dancers or sing- 
ers could also be used with some 
inexpensive effort at production if 
possible. 





Coaxed Revivals 


Feeling a product pinch and want- 
Ing to turn back the pages to some 
of the season’s hits, passed over on 
earlier runs, a manager got a friend 
to write him a letter suggesting a 
playback of some of the hits. This 
Was tacked to a large sheet of 
compo board on an easel with ‘And 
what do you think’ lettered across 
the top. Two lead pencils on cords 
dangled conveniently, and there was 
plenty of white space. 

Before the week was over he had 
brief comments from scores of peo- 
ple and the writing space was com- 
bletely covered. 


>; 


nearly cold 


that in response to an overwhelming | 
demand he would pass in review the | 
hits of the season. He got two 
weeks of nice busines. with films at 
subsequent run rentals. 

Put forward as a house idea, it 
might have been regarded as sec- 
ond hand film, but done in response 
to an apparent demand everyone ac- 
cepted it. 





Mailing Lists 

Most envelopes and wrappers 
containing mailed advertising carry 
the return postage guarantee to en- 
sure a check in case of non-delivery. 
Ordinarily these would result in the 
removal of the stencil, but it should 
be remembered that many houses 
are temporarily closed while the 
tenants vacation. 

It is a good plan to stack these 
envelopes alphabetically to see if 
there is a further request for pro- 
grams. If none is received by the 
time school opens, it is a good plan 
to send out a letter under first class 
postage asking if the service shall 
be resumed for the winter. First 
class mail will follow the addressee 
and often result in the restoration 
of the name to the mail list, 


: Men Only 


With the women gone to the coun- 





House Attaches Have 5 
Years to Replace Receipts 


Newark, July 25. 
Common Pleas Judge Hartshorne 





was most merciful to the thieves 
who stole a weekend's receipts from | 
the Capitol theatre. He sentenced | 
them to three to five years in state's | 
prison and then suspended the sen- | 
tences giving the boys five years in| 
which to restore the money. 

Among them were Max Olinger, 
assistant manager; Harry Koperski 
and Michael Swimarski, also em- 
ployed at the house. None are over 
20, 





Virginia’s Sundays 
Richmond, Va., July 26, 

It is against the Virginia law to 
operate pictures houses on Sunday. 
But loeal authorities must decide 
upon the legality, or illegality of 
operating merry - go-rounds, bath 
houses, bowling alleys and stores, 
the attorney general, John R. Saund- 
ers, has ruled in reply to Governor 
Pollard’s request for an opinion up- 
on Sunday practises at Colonial 
Beach, Potomac river resort. 

Colonial Beach, until July 16, was 
the only spot in Virginia where the- 
atres were open for profit on Sun- 
day. House was closed by Mayor 
Meyers after complaints that the 
state law was being broken. 





try the best drive is on the men. A 
good envelope gag, on almost any 
title, is worked with a cover printed 
up ‘If your wife doesn’t understand 
you’ with a smaller, ‘Look inside.’ _ 

Content is a card or paper glip 
reading ‘If your wife doesn’t under- 
stand you—and most men’s wives 
do not—come down to the blank 
theatre to see (title), It won't 


(Continued on page 47) 








OLD TIMERS OUT 
Los Angeles, July 25. 

Two veteran house managers let 
out last week by F-WC. Charles 
Wuerz, former city manager in 
Pasadena and San Bernardino, and 
more recently managing the Fox in 
the latter town, is replaced by Carl 
| Miller, who moves over frem the 
West Coast, San Bernardino. 
| Bill Gleason is out at Bakersfield 
} on an indefinite ‘leave of absence.’ 
Another F-WC change has Bob Do- 
man, manager at the Deme, Ocean 
Park, sueceeding Jack Rants. | 





RECTOR’S DEAL FOLDS 
Los Angeles, July 26. 

Dave Rector, indie exhib, muffed 

on his deal to acquire the Palace, 

Long Beach, from Pacific National 

after the latter firm had put the) 

use in escrow to be turned over) 

or before July 21. Rector was’ 

ready to close but the landlord re-. 
fused to release P-N. 

House, dark for some weeks, 


BS 





W. VIRGINIA’S 1% BILL 
Charleston, W. Va., July 26. 
A broad gross sales tax bill, pro- 
viding for a tax of 1% anually of 
the gross income of theatres and 
amusement places, has been intro- 
duced in the house of delegates. 
Measure is pending before the com- 
mittee on taxation and finance. 
Delegate A. J. Lubliner, Demo- 
crat, Mercer county, is author of the 
bill. “ 
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5 WEEKS SEARCH 
Hollywood, July 26, 

Harold Lipsitz, Fox scenarist, 
leaves tomorrow (Tuesday) for 
New York on a five weeks’ trip. 
He will look for story material and 
also work on ‘Royal Road to Ro- 
mance,’ stery now assigned him, 








1,500 10c SEATS 


A 1,500-seat open-air picture 
house is under construction at 
White Plains ave. and Pelham Park- 
way, New York. 

Opens Aug. 1, with 10 cents ad- 
mission at all times. 





Broken Leg and Pleurisy 
San Francisco, July 25. 

Ray Duddy, manager of the Fox 
California, Salinas, Cal., ill in the 
hospital there with a breken leg 
and pleurisy complications. 

Duddy suffered the leg fracture in 
a recent auto accident, 





Town Opens Up 
Birmingham, July %. 
Another town in the Bible Belt 
has gone for Sunday repeal. Boga- 
lusa, Ia., last week voted 1,125 for | 
and 890 against Sunday shows. 
Theatres agreed to donate $100 


aay 





So he announced! weekly for several weeks to charity. shares, no par, 


have 


Governor states he will ask the 
next general assembly to straighten 
out the law. 


Nature Story 


Los Angeles, July 25. 

Daily papers played up suit for 
$2,000 damages filed against Fox- 
West Coast and Gilmore Oil Co. by 
a@ woman said to be injured by 
Gilmore, ballyhoo lion. Dailies said 
the lion sneezed into a pan of water 
after a fly lighted on his nose, 
sending the water all over the 
woman. Accident happened at the 
Ritz, during ‘Tarzan’ run. 

Inside, as indicated by the papers 
in the action, is that no involved 
chain of accidents brought the de- 
luge, and there was no pan of water 
in the cage. 








KRALY-BAKER—OOL. 
Hollywood, July 25. 
Hans Kraly and Melville Baker 
been added to Columbia's 
writing staff. Former will adapt 


jand dialog ‘No More Orchids,’ Al 
| Rogetl's 


first directorial assign- 
ment. 


Baker has a similar assignment 
on ‘Air Hostess.’ 


Incorporations 








NEW YORK 
Albany, July 25. 
I Corp., I4d., Manhat- 
tan, picture business, 200 shares no par. 
-» New York, 


realty, theatrical, 200 shares—100 pre- 
ferred $100 and 100 common no par. 

Mt. Pi usement €o., Inc., 
Schenectady, operate places of amuse- 
ment, $5,000. 

Elar Musie Corp., Manhattan, Publish- 
ers of musical compositions in sheet 
form, 100 shares no par value. 

on . Inc., New York, 
theatrical enterprises of all kinds, 100 
shares no par. 

Raven-Hall’s Bathing Park, iInc., 
Kings, operate amusement parks, 200 
shares no par value, 

-» New York, 


Ope Corp 
realty, theatrical, 200 shares—100 pre- 
ferred $100 and 100 common no par. 
New Work Buriosk ‘nm, Inc., Man- 
hattan, theatrical business, 209 shares 
no par value. 


arner Acoustical Constenction Corp., 
Manhattan, business of acoustical con- 
struction, 100 shares no par. 
A fons, Inc., New York, 
theatrical, 200 shares no par. 
Theatre Co., Inc., Manhattan, 
theatrical, 609 shares no par. j 
Park Concessions, Inc., Manhat- 
tan, operate amusements of ali kinds, 
2,000 shares—1,000 preferred $100; 4,-4 
000 common no par. ; 


Chance of Capital 


Prudential Playhouses, Ine., New 


York, 6,900 shares no par valpe ina- 
ereased to 10,(00 shares no par value, 
my 
CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento, July 25, 
Supreme Screen Service of the West. 
Motion picture screen trailer service. 


Capital, 250 shares, par value $100, per- 
mitted to issue 2509 shares. Jack Fier, 
Leo Freund, Cerson Barth. 

Eagle Productions, County of Los An- 


geles. Capital stock, 2,500 shares, $30 
subscribed. Albert Iferman, Claude 
Coon, George C. Woods. 


Culver City Speedway, County of Los 


Angeles. Capital stock $5,000, $40 sub- 
scribed, Rn. EB. Wetherly, Jr, H. E. 
Wetherly, Sr, EB. A. Greene, H. M. 
Johnson. 

, fAtd., County of Los An- 
geles. Capital stock, $25,000, $30 sub- 
scribed. G. QO. Davis, H. L. Keeler, W. 
E. Stowell. 

K B 8S Productions, Inc., County of 
Los Angeles. Capital stock $350,000, 
none subscribed, Loyd Wright, Her- 
schel B. Green, Richard M, Coldwater, 
8S. Earl Wright, Anita Garrett. 

Permits to sell stoek issued to: 


Davidson Radio & Television Corp., to 
issue five shares preferre-l at $10. 
Paris Inn, to issue 1,000 shares, 


par. 
Hawks & Votion, 


no | 
' 





Iar., to issue 100 | 


Stock Market 





(Continued from page 4) P 


marked up under favorable general | 
circumstances. 

The same holds true of the the- | 
atre bonds. The issues listed in 
Variety’s table were consistently up, 
the aggregate gain for the five lead- 
ing liens amounted to 20 points and 
volume was above average. The 
two Paramounts changed _ their 
trend abruptly, apparently with the | 
cecession of selling pressure. Both | 
advanced 4 points. The older 6's | 
closed at 20 compared with a recent 
low o. 13 and the newer 5%'s came 
to the Saturday gong at 18, up from 
the recent bottom of 10%. Best of | 
the week was slightly higher, but | 
profit taking Saturday shaded the 
tops slightly, without suggesting 
that realizing was more than the 
bulls could take care of. 


Bondholders Take Heart 

The old Keith bonds jumped 3% 
after months of drifting, closing at 
30. A few weeks ago they were list- 
less below 25. Loew's bonds were 
the last to respond to the bullish 
influence, probably because they had 
been less violently deflated than the 
others and looked less attractive fer 
an outright speculation than Par's 
for instance. However, when they 
did get into the parade they were 
marked up sharply on a few trans- 
actions, representing the hardening 
of selling levels. 

Indeed, it seems to have been the 
heartening of bond holders that has 
furnished the inspiration for the 
whole market betterment. A few 
weeks ago bond holders were dump- 
ing investments in a semi-panic. 
There followed nearly a mgnth of 
diminishing volume and the appar- 
ent drying up of offerings furnished 
the first clue to improving senti- 
ment, 

It was buying demand, of course, 
that marked prices up, but the de- 
mand was predicated on the changed 
attitude of sellers. Once the re- 
bound came nervous holders took 
new courage and withdraw selling 
orders, 

There will come a price level 
probably at which liquidation again 
will take place, but Saturday’s per- 
formance gave a good deal of hope 
that that eventuality may still be 
some distance off, 


; 


VARIETY 19 
———— - a 
of 1930-31 net was $9,824,482, or 
$6.03 a suar. Fact that profits 
merely represented a normal drop 
commensurate with the times indi- 
cated that the company is not em- 
barrassed with pressing problems 
isuch as face other units in the 
amusement business. 

Traders have looked at the film 
trade from the gloomy viewpoint of 
Shubert, Par, Warners, Fox and 


RKO almost zere prices so long that 
the Loew statement came as a sur- 
prise, emph-x:izing the fact that 
profits hv, not disappeared alto- 
gether in the theatre, 

Suddenness of the turn-around 
may be gathered from the remark- 
able performance of .- Vv, pre- 
ferred, which had been steadily 
pressed for sale in scattered lots 
until it touched the extreme low 
only a fortnight ago of 39, suggest- 
ing the state of -nind of holders. 
With the announcement of the new 
statement, however, the stock re- 


bounded 18 points to 58 on sales of 
a little more than 1,000 shares, 
heavy tradin; fer that usually in- 
active specialty. With net for the 
common at better than $4 on the 
new statement, the profits available 
for the senior issue would be around 
$25 a share, or something like four 
times dividends earned in a period 
ef low business ebb. Lengths to 
which it had receded gives an ilus- 
tration of what pessimism can do, 


Loew’s reported $5,264,729 net for 
the 28 weeks to March 11, leaving 
the profit for the 12 weeks to June 
3, $2,111,075, a favorable showing 
for that seasonally dull period. New 
statement sets forth that foreign 
income for the period was trans- 
ferred and converted into U. S. cur- 
rency at prevailing rates of ex- 
change. 

By contrast to the Leew state- 
ment, Consc‘idated Film Industries 
made. a return for the three months 
ending June 30, showing net after 
all charges, taxes and depreciation 
of $192,457, equal to 48 cents per 
share of preferred. Showing the 
drastic decline in revenue, this com- 
pares with net for the previous 
quarter of $1 on. the preferred and 
17 cents left over for the common, 
which shares equally with the senior 





The background of the action of 
stocks probably was not nearly as 
substantial as the run up in bonds, 
as was to be expected. Such com- 
panies as Paramount and Warners 
will have to show a great deal more 
of progress in the bend market be- 
fore even speculative attention will 
be invited to the equity shares, It 
is to be remembered that the bonds 
are a first claim on company assets 
and until they are taken care of 
stockholders have no standing. 
Bonds priced at 18 in the case of 
Par. and around 16 for Warners give 
the best index of probable present 
liquidating stock values. 

General run of stoeks attracted 
attention probably because the turn 
in bonds brightened the outleok up 
sufficiently to bring in a speculative 
play and technical conditions within 
the market itself laid the scene for 
a&run up against the shorts. 

Loew Profits $4.37 

A development that helped the 
theatre shares was «the surprise 
sprung by Loew's, wiich issued a 
statement showing net profit for the 
40 weeks of its fiscal year ending 
June 2, after all charges, deprecia- 
tion and preferred dividends of $4.37 
a share. This does not include the 
M-G-M preferred stock, Figure for 
the period's net profit was $7,374,- 

96 and on a per share ratio to 
price the report showed a relaticn 
of around 8 to 1, which is altogether 


issue after the latter's $2 a year rate 
is covered. For the first six months 
of 1982 company earned equivalent 
of the preferrea dividend rate and 
16 cents for the common. Both divi- 
dends were passed, the common 
some months ago, the preferred re- 
cently. 

Chart readers last week found en- 
couragement in the fact that gains 
were registered generally on volume, 
while ticker speed turned down on 
intermediary recessions, Paramount 
was the most active of the amuse- 
ments, getting a place on two days 
in the 15 most active stocks which 
serve as a trading index, and turn- 
ing over on the week a volume to- 
taling nearly 50,000 shares, com- 
pared to 8,000 for the preceding 
week. Total in Loew's was 13,000, 
compared to 9,000; Fox supported 
from less than 1,000 to 4,500, and 
Warners was up to 21,000 shares 
from 4,000. = 

Net gains on the week were not 
impressive, being mostly of frac- 
tional dimensions, but Loew climbed 
more than 3, compared to the gain 
im the Dow Jones average of 2.55. 
The senior shares came in for the 
major advances. Besides Loew’s 
sensational showing, Orpheum pre- 
ferred moved up 2% to 5%, a gain of 
nearly 70%, and Universal preferred 
8 points to 30. Even Fox got some 
play, nearly doubling in price from 
1 to 1% at the top and closing at 





out of line. For the similar period 








1%. 


Summary for week ending Gaturday, July 23: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 





——— 1982 -—--— Net che. 
High. Low. Sales, High. Low Last. for wk. 
2% Pi oneee és a ™% bid 
8 200 7% 7% 7 + % 
rt 1 1,000 1% 1% 1% +% 
11 04 1,000 4% 3% 4 + % 
87% 85 25,700 39% 35% 39% +1% 
oe 1 4,500 1% 1 ms +S 
s% 97,500 11% 9% iI + % 
25 ape are pe my om 8 bid 
34 18% 13,100 19% 15% 19% 3% 
72 3y 1,300 58 46 53 +18 
2% 1,100 2% 25 2% 
14 300 15% 15% 15% +k 
1 o% 90 5% 3% bY +2% 
11% 1 43,300 2% 1% 2% + % 
1 % 2,600 % % % + % 
he 1% 4,000 3% 2% 2% % 
1 2% 23,700 AY, 3% 4 
7 1% 5,000 3 2% 2 + % 
% % 100 % y “ 
50 23 110 Universal pref. (8).....+seessee 30 21% 30 +3 
4s % B1,1GD “Waener GOs... cc ccvcvenesces 1% % 1% +% 
20 4 SSS SD GS » on vocnesabeced Sie aes “ Hy 5 5M 
33% 15% 28,500 Westinghouse .......+seseeee0e = 11% 19% +1 
CURB 
H 4% ites: WE OeiR. 5 oi8 ¢ck6 cise ay on 
1 Mg 400 De Forest Radio....c.cecceeces ° ts ts ts 
1 2 acess BGR. RUOUIOR™. «20000 cieshae dee ° oe ee - 
ip . 500 Technicolor ........... Si ounhe oe 1% % i 5 $ 
2 % ee ee RRR AF soe athe % *% + 
BONDS 
™ 1 $56,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40 (Note)..... , 2 2% +% 
68 24 18,000 Keith 6's, °46..... re bak gous saan 80 26 30 +41% 
oO 64 PY 'S”* 27 | earner 4% 70% Tt 3% 
50% 49 ee OSS oe Re re 56 56 a) 4 
60% 13 41,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, ‘47......+6 21 16 20 +4 
55 10% 146,000 Par-Pub 54's, '5........e0.000 19 18% 18 +4 
104% 50 Se ye Pe YY eae He WN a3 +2% 
4% 1 oncse ME Guns tebe + ctebacniand ar ‘ 4'% last 
40 9% 97,000 Warner Bros. 6's, '39....-..+0+ 16% 15% 16% +% 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Bid. Asked. 
None os ecsse Roxy, Class A (3.50). .ccccccce ° «6 oe ee 
Note—Gen, Theatre cfs, of deposit sold at 1% 
* Trading suspended. 
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20 VARIETY Tuesday, July 26, 1932 | 
—————————— SSS me ’ as | ; ; 
| 
THE STAR WHO HAS 
NEVER FAILED YOU 
FOLLOWS THROUGH! 
Richard Dix...in a story that 
| rides with the events of world . 
upheaval. Strident! Daring! 
..» Big as history in a drama 
of war torn Manchuria today, 
ripped from the blazing news re 
heads that shocked the world! Es 
: eal 4 2 eee E ; ee A , 
| 
“NEW YORK MIRROR sald: Be aa 
‘<Lionhearted Richard! ... it’s 
the kind of old-fashioned, rip- 
roaring movie to make the little 
boys down front swallow their | 
gum and cheer.”’ 
RICHARD a 
a “= "yr 2 
ll) | » 
all wlll HHH ailllin, # 
with GWILI ANDRE 
Edward Everett Horton . Arline Judge 
: Zasu Pitts’ » Dudley Digges « C, Heary Gordon 
~ “ROAR 
GWILI ANDRE 
the n’s ne f 
satrensiie heoiey ae TH = 
vy DRAGON 
va 
putetee Rede Directed by WESLEY RUGGLES 
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Coast Shells Out 
$75,000 in Taxes 
For Ist 4 Weeks 


- — 


' 14s Angeles, July 26. 

Based on actual figures and esti- 
mates, picture house patrons on the 
Pacific Coast contributed around 
$75,000 in tax admissions to the 
government during the first four 
weeks of the new emergency levy. 
This amount includes all picture or 
vaudfilm houses, It does not take 
in legit shows or other amusements. 

Estimated weekly tax gross for 
the Coast runs close to $18,000, with 
RKO patrons heaviest hit in that 
pine of this circuit’s 10 houses 
«three are closed) have admission 
tariffs that come under the taxable 
figure. Only circuit town where no 
taxes are collected is Salt Lake, 
where top price is 40 cents. 

Weekly tax return for Los Angeles 
proper is figured around $7,500, with 


a total of $30,000 so far collected. ., 


San Francisco runs second with to- 
tal taxes paid amounting to about 
$22,800 for a weekly average of 
$5,700. Seattle is third, weekly 
average there being $1,200. Oakland 
follows with $1,000 to $1,250 weekly; 
Portland averages $950, Spokane 
and Tacoma each run around $150, 
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The BANJO KING 
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FANCHONé MARCO 


“Featured Acts: 








FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


“VEILS” IDEA 


BERNARDO DE PACE 
“Wizard of the Mandolin” 


Assisted by CELINE LESCAR 


EDDIE BRUCE 


HEADLINING 


“Gus Edward’s Radio Stars” 




















FANCHON & MARCO Present 


SYLVIA CLARK 


In “HER BIRTHDAY PARTY” 


BOBBIE KUHN as “UNCLE BOBBIE” 


WILTON CRAWLEY 


‘The Thunder Storm of Jazz’ 


With HOT LIPS—HOT HIPS 
‘NIGHT CLUB?’ Idea 























For Instance 
— 
Hollywood, July 28. 

Manner in which the studios 
are now using recognized free 
lance players is manifest in the 
case of Claude King. King 
has worked in 17 pictures 
within the past year but has 
aggregated only five weeks’ 
work in all. 

In the past, 17 pictures for a 
player of King’s type would 
have resulted in more than a 
year’s work. 











and San Diege figures about the 
same. 

Indie and circuit houses in the 
sn.aller towns are estimated con- 
servatively to enrich the U. S. 
treasury an additional $1,250 to 
$1,500 every seven days. 

Of 190 houses now operated by 
Fox-West Coast in its Coast, inter- 
mountain, Montana and Midwest 
divisions, less than 25 have an ad- 
mission price coming within the 
taxable figure of 40 cents. 

Warners has one house in San 
Francisco in that class and half a 
dozen in the Los Angeles territory. 
Only Publix operated house out 
here is the local Paramount. 

There are but a few of the larger 
suburban towns where indie pic- 
ture houses have admission scales 
subject to the tax. This condition 
applies mostly where there are but 
one or two theatres in a locality and 
where top prices for admission can 
be maintained. 

In Los Angeles, particularly, aside 
from the strictly first-run houses, 
most of the circuit and indie the- 
atres are operated on a more or less 
hit-and-run basis, several angles of 


which cut into grosses for the 
higher-priced houses where tax 
revenue ig obtained. Double fea- 


tures, gift nights, two-for-one ad- 
missions, service charges on passes, 
etc., are freely used. 

RKO and Publix alone confine all 
Coast operation to single features 
plus vaude in the former’s Los An- 
geles, Frisco and Oakland locations. 
F-WC, largest circuit operators in 
the Coast territory, and Warners 
are included among the many ex- 
hibs who feature quantity on their 
programs. 


Economy May Move Wash. 
Exchanges to Baltimore 


Baltimore, July 26. 


New urge for economy in opera- 
tion has once more brought up the 
question of switching film ex- 
changes from their present lIoca- 
tion in Washington to this town. 
Many companies are understood to 
have made tentative moves in this 
direction and not unlikely that the 
change may go through this year. 

Radio maintains a sale office here 
and an exchange p. a., though both 
are theoretically working out of 
D. C. headquarters. 


Shift, though often mentioned, 
has never been shoved through 
mainly because of railroad difficul- 
ties in shipping prints from Balti- 
more to towns south of D. C. Since 
Washington is the railroad termi- 
nus, shipping prints south of that 
point would necessitate double han- 
dling in changing trains in the 
Capital City. Felt, however, that 
switch to motorized delivery would 
not only do away with this diffi- 
culty but would result in a cheaper 
haul. 

Of particular annoyance in Wash- 
ington is the stringency of the fire | 
regulations which worry and bind 
the exchanges at every turn, 














Steffes Blames Hays 
For Film Conditions 
In Letter to Exhibs 


Minneapolis, July 26. 


In a lengthy communication to all 
northwest members of his organiza- 
tion, W. A. Steffes, president of Al- 
lied States, attacks Will Hays, Ga- 
briel Hess and others, blames them 
for the industry’s present chaotic 
condition and requests that every 
exhibitor place his Congressional 
candidates on record regarding the 
Brookhart bill and actively support 
those who pledge themselves to vote 
for it. 

‘Believe me, I am sincere in the 
statement that the greatest thing 
that could happen to this industry 
would be the passage of the Brook- 
hart bill,’ declares Steffes. 

Steffes proclaims thé ‘protection’ 
decision a great victory for the in- 
dependents. Because Hays appar- 
ently has ‘double-crossed the boys’ 
on the 5-5-5 contract, Steffes says, 
M. A. Lightman is ready to tear his 
organization away from producer 
domination. 


Slidmg Scale Tax on 
Chain Theatres Proposed 


San Francisco, July 26. 

Petition aimed at chain theatres 
filed with Secretary of State at 
Sacramento, Paper, filed by Irving 
F. Newton, of Los Angeles, with 
103 other signers, would establish a 
license fee of $5 for the first the- 
atre or store of a chain, $500 for 
the second, $1,000 from three to 
nine, $1,500 for 10 to 19, and $2,500 
for 20 or more. 

Proceeds would go to the state’s 
old age pension fund. If qualified 
it goes on the ballot at the Nov. 8 
general election, 


Essaness’ 19th 


Chicago, July 26. 

Essaness Theatres, which means 
Emil Stern, has taken over the 
American theatre, former west side 
RKO house and before that belong- 
ing to Jones, Linick and Schaeffer. 
House closed some time ago be- 
cause of mortgage difficulties and 
will not reopen under Essaness ope- 
ration before fall, — 

Theatre will be dusted off and 
spruced up but policy not deter- 
mined. 

Makes the 19th link in the Ess- 











aness garland of neighborhood film 


parlors. House has -been recently 
controlled by the Lomax Ginger Ale 
Co, 


pe 
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TEX STRING EXPANDS 


East Texas Theatres Will Add 20 to 
30 Houses 











Dallas, July 26. 

Show biz.in this section sees a 
bright note in the expansion moye 
by East Tetas Theatres, Inc., self- 
operating P-P subsid. Circuit has 
in mind adding 20 to 30 houses 
among the flock of smaller keys in 
eastern Texas hinging around 
what’s currently the country’s 
largest oil fleld. 

Five towns are already set with 
the Crim (Kilgore), Arcadia (Bay- 
town), Palace (Bryan), Texan 
(Goose Creek), recently leased, and 
a new house under construction at 
Gladewater. 

E-T hatched its expansion ambish 
over a-year ago. Originally figured 
on increasing its string to 100, but 
conditions forced considerable re- 





Houston Booth Men 
Accept Wage Cut to $70 


Houston, July 26. 


Booth operators have taken a 10% 
cut in wage scales until Sept. 1, 
1933, when the present contract ex- 
pires. It’s one of the few cases in 
Texas where the unions have been 
willing to accept reduction. 

New scale will be $70 instead of 
$77.50 as called for under the con- 
tract. Harry Sherman, Publix labor 
exec, was in town last week and ne- 
gotiated the cut. 





BOMB HURTS 9 
Hartford, July 28. 
Nine people were injured here 
when a sulphide bomb exploded in 
E. M. Loew’s theatre, this city. 
Makes the second in this city and 





the 10th in Connecticut and lower 
portion of Massachusetts. The | 


| Loew theatre, has long been open | 


| shop. — on j 


vising. es 





Shipment Saving 


Dallas, July 26. 

Ruling of the Texas r. r. commis- 
sion slices rates on return film ship- 
ments to one-half, netting exhib- 
itors in this’ state a saving of 256% 
on picture deliveries. 

New half fare applies only to the 
return trip if handled by the same 
agency which got the outgoing 
shipment and affecting equally ex- 
press and motor lines, Estimated 
weekly saving of about $5 for the 
average small town exhib. 

Legislation maneuvered by HL. A. 
Cole, Texas Allied head. 





M. L. Meyer Joins Powers 
M. In Meyer has been named 
manager of the New York terri- 
tory for Powers Pictures. 


He replaces George Dillon, re- 


signed. j 


TOCC WILL ASK UNION 
TO ACCEPT ’26 SCALE 


Theatre Owners’ Chamber of 
Commerce, following conferences 
with attorneys, announces. that 
when it has a final session with 
union heads, within the next 10 
days, it will seek to have the booth 
wage and working scale revert to 
that which existed in 1926. 

Charles O'Reilly, TOCC chief, de- 
clares that the union problem is 
now not a matter of a simple cut, 
but a complete readjustment. TOCC 
takes the stand that if 112 theatres, 
whose booths are now manned by 
Empire operators, were forced to 
submit to the dictates of Local 306, 
fully 75 would be forced to darken. 

O'Reilly figures that each of these 
112 houses pays out an annual av- 
erage of $20,000 for film and ap- 
proximate another $15,000 in over- 
head expenses, 








Lytle Up from Texas 
To Go Before I.A.T.S.E. 


W. J. Lytle, Publix’s partner in 
operation of the Texas, Aztec and 
State, at San Antonio, is in New 
York with a view to sitting in on 
conferences looking toward possible 
settlement of union difficulties in 
S. A. Lytle and Harry Sherman, 
Publix’s director of special relations, 
will confer directly with the LA. 
T.S.E. 

Sherman returned to New York 
Thursday (21), Lytle accompanying 
him after fruitless efforts to arrive 
at a peace with the San Antonio 
locals. All unions have been out of 
Publix’s S. A. trio since April 14. 





Publix Obtains 
Rent Relief in 
50% of Houses 


In more than 50% of the theatres 
under its banner Publix has secured 
rent relief in some form or other. 
The circuit is more than satisfied 
with its efforts and will continue its 
work on leases where no progress 
has yet been made or which have 
not as yet been tackled. 

In that the rent relief work ex- 
tends not only to those houses in 
operation, but to all those which are 
closed, the number of theatres and 
leases run to around 1,500. 

While some landlords have re- 
duced rental figures for the dura- 
tion of leases, reductions on others 
has ranged from short periods 
(over the summer) up to two years. 
Average would run -bout a year. 

In around 25% of its theatres rent 
has been entirely deferred over 
June, July and August. Under such 
deals it is to be paid back, starting 
in September, 

In some cases Publix has obtained 
rent moratoriums over the summer, 
with regular rent thereafter under 
lease. In this way the houses. pay 
no rent during June, July and Au- 
gust, but start in again at the old 
figures Sept. 1. 











Now Releasing 
HARRY aeons > “| LOVE A PARADE,” 
i- 


STANLEY ustnisutine 


CORPORATION 
729 Seventh Avenue, New York 
' Telephone Bryant 9-2812 
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These are times when people are 


and diversion, 


directly brings 


picture supreme! 





Two 





A special chair designed and built 
for an outstanding Kastern theatre, 
This chair invites patrons to rolax. 
Heavy upholstcred back is covered 
with coral niohair plus of bril- 
slant modernistie desig: Seat is 
full spring of mattress comfort 
edge type. Aisle lights are hidden. 








interesting and 
“DIXON’S PROMOTION” 
and Its Relation to Seating”—will be sent 
FREE to owners and managers interested ia 
efficient and profitable theatre management. 
Send for your copies NOW. 


When You REDECORATE 


REFURNISH... 


Consider the Economy and Advisability 
of RESEATING Too! 


inioky. ” Little things which in 


boom times did not irritate, now exasperate, Theatre owners and 


managers. should constantly guard against 
against the drabness and discomforts of dilapidated and faulty seat- 


ing which turn patrons to more attractive houses for relaxation 


negative influences... 


A sensible investment in redecorating or refurnishing is always 
money well spent. For it means a new setting. ..a cheerier, friend- 
lier atmosphere which retains old patronage and stimulates new. 


In your dressing-up program don’t overlook the money-making op- 
portunities in improving your seating—giving your patrons chairs 
that are luxuriously comfortable. For it is the chair which most 
patron reaction—which determines more than any- 
thing else in what regard your theatre is held—which proves in 
what regard you hold your patrons good-will and comfort. 


An uncomfortable chair determines the patron opinion regarding 
the theatre as a whole, and if too frequently encountered, belittles 
your house and the motion picture as entertainment. 


It is fairly certain that a restful chair inducing relaxation may 
make a poor picture tolerable, a fair picture good, and an excellent 


When Considering a Renovating Program, Get the Facts 
On Reseating Your Theatre 
You will be surprised how little it will cost you—and how conven- 
iently it may be accomplished by the 
American Seating Company payment plan. 


- American theatre chairs have become rec- 
ognized as the standard in comfort and 
beauty; and im the long run, durability 
and economy. They are business builders 
for every theatre man who installs them. 
Let us send you the facts. You obligate 
yourself in no way. 


Two Books Free 


instructive books— 
and “Acoustics 


American Seating Company 
<4 Makers of Dependable Seating for Churches . 
», Schools, and Theatres 


General Offices: GRAND RAPIDS, MiCIZIGAN 
Branches in All Principal Cities 
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Ce 7 battled 
in vain with Heeeneeee” It was early 
morning before the mobs dispersed | 

and traffic untangled itself. 
METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 


peoniely prevents IT WAS AN EVENT heard ’round 
NORMA S HE/ \ Ri G R the world. An event that will be 


CL ARK G ABLE . duplicated throughout America as the 
' producers of “Grand Hotel” present 
_ another triumph worthy of M-G-M’s 

es > undisputed screen leadership. 
INTERLUDE» eres ron 


~~ : _ YNOUNCEMENT of “Strange Inter- 
AA ROBERT Z.LEONARD Production — __ tude" at the $2 Astor Theatre, New ‘ 
Based on Eugene ONetlls Play < e, 
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Mrs. Sid Page Needs an Operation, 
But RKO Threatens Cancellation or 
Offers a $50 Cut if She Quits Act 





vr 


Minneapolis, July 26, 

Because her departure from the 
act would result in its cancellation 
by RKO, Mrs, Sidney Page is re- 
maining in her husband’s vaude- 
ville turn despite that she is suffer- 
ing with an illness requiring an 
immediate operation. 

Mrs. Page does only a brief dance 
and stooge bit in the four-people 
Sidney Page and Co. act, which is 
on an RKO route. While playing 
here Mrs. Page’s condition became 
serious and her husband arranged 
to have her operated on at the 
Mayo clinic in Rochester, Minn. 

Page engaged another girl to take 
his wife’s place until she would be 
able to work again, and although 
the substitute proved entirely satis- 
factory, the booking office in New 
York notified Page that if his wife 
did not continue in the act, and an 
attempt was made to replace her, 
the act's salary would be reduced 
$50 a week. In the event he re- 
fused to take the cut, Page was 
notified, his route would be can- 
celled. 

Under the circumstances, Mrs. 
Page, despite her condition, decided 
to remain with the act for the dura- 
tion of its RKO bookings and defer 
the needed operation. Although 
suffering severe pain, she goes 
through her routine at every per- 
formance. 


Chas. Mack and Former 
Wife Marry Out West, 
But Not Each Other 


Hollywood, July 26. 


Charlie Mack, of Moran and 
Mack, married Mrs. Myrtle Buck- 
ley, of Oakland, Cal. at Ensinada, 
Mexico, July 23, while on location 








with ‘Hypnotized,’ Mack Sennett 
film unit. 

Yesterday (Sunday), his former 
wife, married Leslie C. Lawler, 


broker, in Hollywood. 


0’Neal-Tishman and 
White-Hoffman Divorces 


Papers have been sent on to New 
York from Chicago by Philip 
Richard Davis, representing both 
Bernice O’Neal (O’Neal Sisters) and 
Max Hoffman, Jr., in their re- 
spective divorce suits against Sam 
Tishman, the agent, and Thelma 
White (Hoffman), comedienne. 

Both actions are for desertion, 
sufficient grounds for a Chi divorce. 

Mrs. Beatrice O’Neal Tishman 
(professionally Bernice and Zelma 
O'Neal before Bernice retired) mar- 
ried Tishman in Chicago in 1925. 
Tishman, a vaude agent, is a brother 
of Irving Tishman, partnered with 
Jimmy O’Neal (Tishman & O'Neal, 
vaudeville producers), the latter the 
real father of Bernice O’Neal. Zelma 
O'Neal is Bernice’s stage sister. 

Max Hoffman, Jr., following his 
divorce from Norma Terriss, now in 
‘Showboat,’ married Thelma White, 
comedienne, in Englewood, N. J., in 
1930. This is Miss White’s second 
marriage also. As with the Tish- 
mans, the Hoffmans have no 
children. 


Little’s $2,500 


Little Jack Little plays his first 
deluxe picture house date, the Earle, 
Washington, July 23, booking ar- 
ranged through Paul Moss of the 
CBS Artists Service. 

Salary for the D. C. 
$2,500. 














week is 





Backstage Stickup 


Hollywood, July 25. 
Stickup man got into the dress- 


ing rooms at the Chinese last night | 
(Sunday) and held up Shaw and | 


Lee. 


They sot $48 from Shaw, $98 from | 


Lee, and escaped. 





SANDERS’ JAM 


RKO Orders Investigation For 
Alleged Misuse of Its Name 








An investigation is under way 
into complaints that Paly Sanders, 
independent agent, who assertedly 
failed to pay off performers on a 
vaudeville road show recently 
booked by him, misrepresented by 
using the RKO name without au- 
thority. The RKO booking office is 
instrumental in making the investi- 
gation, with possible action by the 
District Attorney’s office if war- 
ranted. 

It is alleged Sanders sent out a 
show on percentage July 11 but paid 
off only $1,000 of the total amount 
due the performers. 

Sanders has been iudie agent for 
many years, 


Cantor Plans 20 
Week Tour With 
$2 Vaude-Revue 


Los Angeles, July 25. 


Eddie Cantor, on completion of 
‘Kid from Spain,’ will head for 
New York where he will or- 
ganize a vaude-musical reyue and 
play all key spots throughout the 
country at a $2 top. Figures tour 
can run about 20 weeks after which 
he returns here for another picture. 

Benny Holzman, who has repre- 
sented Cantor in various matters 
during the past 10 years, is taking 
over the exclusive management of 
all the comedian’s business affairs 
and is discontinuing his publicity 
partnership in New York with Nat 
Dorfman. 

Cantor, while east, will resume 
his Chase & Sanborn radio con- 
tract, suspended while he is on the 
Coast. Cantor’s picture will be 
completed around Oct. 1, 


Shaw’s 20 Wks 


Carl Shaw got one of those rare- 
ities last week—a route. He is 
starting currently at the Palace, 
Chicago, on 20 weeks for RKO. 

Max Tishman agented. 

















Reciprocity 





REO is promising name acts 
a regular engagement at the 
same theatre later on in return 
for a gratis headline appear- 
ance for one show at the Pros- 
pect, Brooklyn. The house re- 
turned to vaudevile last week 
as a break-in and showing 
spot for the booking office. 

No future contract covering 
a reciprocal booking is issued 
to the free acts, but a promise 
is made verbally. 




















VMA JOINT COMPLAINT 
BUREAU TO CONTINUE 


Decision to retain the Joint Com- 
plaint Bureau of the V. M. A. was 
made as a result of the first week 
of investigating of the NVA’s finan- 
cial affairs by the NVA Fund’s com- 
mittee of three. Committeemen are 
Sam Scribner, Moe Silver and Major 
Leslie Thompson, 

Along with the V.M.A. complaint 
bureau, Major Donovan is also re- 
tained, after having been previously 
declared out. Under the change the 
bureau under Donovan continues as 
the major circuits’ mutual referee 
with full authority in all vaudeville 
disputes between and among actors, 
agents, bookers and theatres. 


Minor savings recommended by 
the committee thus far include re- 
duction in the bookkeeping depart- 
ment under William J. Lee and 
elimination of the legal department 
headed by Martin King. King con- 
tinues with the Fund as a director 
and legal advisor. Another economy 
is a new arrangement on rent and 
space for the NVA Fund's office at 
1600 Broadway. 

Lee becomes executive vice-presi- 
dent of the Fund, of which Pat 
Casey is president, and is respon- 
sible to the coard of directors with 
full charge of administration of the 
Fund and its properties. 

Investigation for cutting purposes 
is being continued by the commit- 





tee, which is due to make another 


report next week. 

In the meantime the New York 
charity list continues to rise. It 
now amounts to about $4,500 a 
month, or $1,000 more than a year 
ago. 


RKO’S ST. LOUIS OPERA 


Plan To Use Municipal Troupe’s 
Principals In Autumn 











St. Louis, July 26. 

‘Nina Rosa,’ the operetta, may re- 
open the RKO St. Louis in the fall. 
Plans are reported already impelled 
by RKO heads in New York who 
have been solid on the idea through 
success of the local municipal opera 
company. 

RKO plan is to engage the chief 
players of the local troupe for ‘Nina 
Rosa.’ 





RKO Agents and Associates 





the RKO agents’ association to 


Agency Name 


Gus Edwards ...... sedeoyeds 
Harry Fitzgerald ...... ei 
Leo Fitzgerald, McCaffery & 


FUME FGMM 2... ccccccce eere 
Rose & Morris ...... ee 
1. R. Samuels ..... er 
Stewart & Reilly ........ iewwes 





Following are the 29 franchised RKO agencies and their floor 
representatives or associates under the new setup as compiled by 


changes by Martin Beck. Offices listed are results of amalgama- 
tion by so-called No. 1 and No. 2 franchise holders or arrangements 
whereby No. 1 offices remain intact. 
those that have not yet made final arrangements: 


Henry Bellit ....... heveanddudeesdeee wee 

Bentham & Weiner .............-M. S. Bentham-Jack Weiner 
Blondell & Mack ..........+++-+--Arthur Blondell-Bill Mack 
Choos & Kalcheim ............--Geo. Choos-Harry Kalcheim 
Curtis & Allen ..... seeeeeseesss+Chas, Allen-Miles Ingalls 
+++-Not set 

.+..-H. Fitzgerald-Danny Collins 


era er ere re ..+-sBill McCaffery-Harry Rogers 
Fitzpatrick & Shannon..........Tom Fitzpatrick-Sam Shannon 
Forkins & Bierbauer.............Chas. Bierbauer-Jack Klotz 


Alex Gerber .......... rere 

Gordon & Lewis .........+++0+6+-+-Milt Lewis-Harry Ward 

Hart & Murrell ..... seecesesess- Roger Murrell-N. E. Manwaring 
Jackson & Morris.............+-billy Jackson-Phil Morris 

Jacobs & Kessler .........++...-.Jenie Jacobs-Aaron Kessler 

Keller & Wilshin........ «seeeee-Eddie Keller-Bert Wishnew 

Mack, Semon & David..........Pete Mack-Harry Semon-Ben David 
Maddock & Agneta...... +eeeeee-Chas. Maddock-Nick Agneta 

a oo, age é'eek Chas. Morrison-Larry Puck 
Plunkett ¢ Baerwitz............Sam Baerwitz-Max Tishman 


Richards & Lenetska............Max Richards-Harry Lenetska 
..Harry Romm-Leonard Romm 

Maurie Rose-Hugo Morris 

... R. Samuels-Gladys Brown 

.Lee Stewart-Eddie Reilly 


Sullivan & Christie..... eseeeeee-J0@ Sullivan-Wayne Christie 
ete SHO soc kasss ivesédenvsoeqsae Ge 

Weber-Simon ...... eeseceeseses+-Ferdie Simon-Phil Offin 
Weeden & Schultz.............4-: Not set 


date (Monday), and subject to 


Offices noted as ‘not set’ are 


Floor Representatives 








With 60 Instead of 50 RKO Agents — 
Now Privileged on Booking Floor, 
‘Congestion’ Edict Called the Nuts 


,™ 
L 4 











LINA BASQUETTE ILL 


Rushed by Plane to L. A. Hospital | 
—Swooned Into Theatre Pit 


Lina Basquette is in Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital suffering a ner- 


of a fall into the the pit at the Fox, 
Oakland, when seized with a faint- 
ing spell during the closing night’s 
supper show (21). Miss Basquette, 
appearing with Jack Dempsey, re- 
covered sufficiently to get as far as 
Fresno by auto en route here for 
their scheduled Friday (22) open- 
ing at Loew's State. 

Her condition at Fresno, however, 
became such that she was rushed 
by plane to Los Angeles and taken 
direct to the hospital. 

Hardly likely she will be able to 
rejoin the Dempsey act which 
winds up three weeks with the local 
downtown stand. 

Jack Dempsey, playing the local 
State for Fanchon and Marco this 
week, is getting $4,500 without Miss 
Basquette and no split on the gross. 


$2,500 Net Profit 
For Palace's Ist 
Vaudfilm Week 








Los Angeles, July 26. set-up compiled by the agents them- 
|} selves through their own associa- 


About 60 agents, or an average 
of two from an office, have entree to 
the RKO vaudeville booking floor 


under the new agency franchise 


tions. There were 29 franchises out- 


vous breakdown, the direct outcome | 8t#"ding yesterday (Monday) when 


the list was sent to Martin Beck for 


any final changes he saw fit to 
make, 
Late last week Beck stated he 


wasn't wholly satisfied with the 
agents’ self-changes and indicated 
he would make some vf his own. 
His first move was the transfer 
back to the list of No. 1 agents of 
the firm of Richards & Lenetska, 
which had previously received No. 2 
rating and was told to amalgamate 
with a No. 1 office. 

Reasons given by the agents’ 
committee and Beck for the cut- 
ting were conflicting and rather 
confusing. Beck declared the cuts 
were for the purpose of relieving 
what the bookers considered an 
overcrowded condition in the book- 
ing office. The agents’ committe’s 
idea, as outlined by Chairman 
Maurice Rose, is that the cuts are 
aimed at giving the remaining 
agencies a break in form of larger 
commission checks. 

Results appear to favor the 
agents’ theory, since the new ar- 
rangement actually gives floor ac- 
cess to more agents than the old 
system did. Formerly there were 
about 50 franchised agencies, with 
the rules limiting each agency to 
one man on the floor at a time. New 
set-up permits floor attendance at 
all times by two men per office, 





On a $16,300 gross last week, its 
first in-vaudfilm, RKO’s Palace, New 
York, saw black for the first time 
in almost four months, Red pre- 
vailed during the closing weeks of 
the two-a-day and throughout the 
two months of four-a-day straight 
vaudeville bills, 

Although the Palace under the 
combination policy is gauged to 
break even on a gross of $14,000, 
the opening week’s profit was cut 
to $2,500 by extra advertising ex- 
penditures. 

Russ Columbo was the opening 
bill’s headliner, with ‘Bring ’Em 
Back Alive’ (Radio), the picture, af- 
ter four initial Broadway weeks at 
the RK Mayfair. Current Palace 
film, also Radio, is ‘Roar of the 
Dragon,’ originally scheduled for the 
Mayfair but switched to the Palace 
for first Broadway run when figured 
not strong enough for straight film 
playing. 





Aunt Jemima Wins Out 





In Bent Fender Row 


Magistrate Rudisch in the Gates 
avenue (Brooklyn) police court dis- 
missed the assault charge preferred 
by Abraham Zimmer, who’s in the 
radio business, against Big Tess 
Gardella (Aunt Jemima) arising 
from an altercation following an 
automobile collision. Tiff occurred 
in front of Miss Gardella’s Brook- 
lyn home. 

Represented by Julius Kendler, 
Miss Gardella denied she struck 
Zimmer and it was testified he did 
not walk away with his spectacles 
broken, as alleged. Whereupon the 
magistrate threw the matter out of 
court. 

Because of Aunt Jemima’s bulk, 
contrasted to the complainant's 
slightness, the petty case drew con- 
siderable newspaper attention. 

Aunt Jemima says she will bring 
civil action for $10,000 damages, 
charging malicious prosecution, 





Turpin with F&M 
Los Angeles, July 25. 


Ben Turpin is latest screen per- 
sonality to sign with Fanchon & 
Marco. He will head an idea. 

It will not be cockeyed either, 
Marco insists. 





Brokenshire’s Act 


Norman Brokenshire, the CBS 
announcer, has framed a single act 





for vaudeville. 
RKO is dickering for the einen’ 


i spieler through Harry Romm. 





which allows 60 on the floor as 
against 50 in the past. 
Squawks Galore 

Squawks galore followed the re- 
lease of the cut list to the agents’ 
body and are still going on. A few 
agents relegated to the No. 2 ranks 
refused to amalgamate with a No, 
1 office or permit the association 


(Continued on page 38) 


Meroff Burns at $900 
Cut, Asks for Release 
From Present Agent 


Chicago, July 25. 

Claiming that he was hoodwinked 
into accepting a $900 cut for the 
Palace, Chicago, on the understand- 
ing that six additional weeks of 
RKO time in the east would be 
forthcoming, Benny Meroff has 
asked for a release from Bill Mc- 
Caffery, his agent. 

Meroff took the cut but didn’t get 
any further RKO time following the 














Palace, which was the wind-up of 
his western tour for the circuit. 

Meanwhile Meroff, through the 
William Morris office, has been set 
with Publix for a number of weeks. 
He opened (22) at the Michigan, 
Detroit, with St. Louis and the Up- 
town and Tivoli, Chicago, to fol- 
low. 


BECK’S MUSICAL FOR 
HIS OWN THEATR: 


Martin Beck is considering a mu< 
sical of his own for his Beck thea- 
tre, New York, next season. Bobby 
Connally is mentioned as the stager 
with Beck backing and producing. 

That a Connally-produced show 
under his supervision is a possi- 
bility for the RKO Palace in the 
fall, as reported, was denied by 
Beck, who stated the Palace will 
remain in vaudeville of one form or 
another. 


Holtz’s 50%—If 


The figure over which Lou Holtz 
will share with the house in his 
current engagement at the Capitol, 
New York, is $65,000. Week-end 
business indicated the gross will be 
around that figure. Loew is guar- 
anteeing Holtz $6,000 against the 
50-50 percentage. 
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' NOTE @ The practice of Zombieism is punishable b: 
death in Haitil Yet though hard to believe, Zombieism 







ond Edvard HALPERIN production 


Directed by VICTOR HALPERIN 


A SENSATIONAL PRODUCTION 
THAT LENDS ITSELF TO 
SENSATIONAL EXPLOITATION 
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UNUSUAL TIMES DEMAND 
UNUSUAL PICTURES 


@ Give the public a “FRANKENSTEIN”, a 
“DRACULA”, a “SCARFACE”, a “BRING ‘EM 


BACK ALIVE” and out they come...the pay= 
4 ing thousands... packing your house... break- 
ing your records...EVEN IN THESE TIMES! 





— ~ - ee ie cae 








mnkightlili tiesto ing 


Sensnacliteea 


a 





a nine tecstachniaaeatneae Se me 


itd sacarcisiate meena 


é. 


—— 





aka bicebtletenteecalsnaihil 





Sioa aeetin s 8 


= 


wae: pits ies 


Lappe Ce el 


= 


> 


oe ene he we 


8 oss 


yr 








4+ ——_ 








_ a oar RIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 


Tuesday, July 26, 1932 














MINEVITCH 1S, 
CANCELLED BY 
A BEARD 





One European-grown 
beard in full bloom stood between | 
Borrah Minevitch and the current 
week at Loew’s Paradise, New 
York. They wouldn't let Borrah on 
Friday (22) at the opening per- 
formance unless he shaved. Borrah 
refused to part with the publicity 
chin muff so the house told him to 


consider himself cancelled. 
Steaming under the foliage, Mine- 
vitch is protesting the cancellation 











FREDDY 


MACK 


Fox, B’klyn 
Indefinitely 














MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


| he went abroad; 








Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bl 
New York on” 











and wants the week’s 
contending 


at the V.M.A. 
for the Paradise, 


salary 

the cancellation was unwarranted. 
The story is that early last week, 
when booking Minevitch, Marvin 
| Schenck, the Loew booker, advised 
| the harmonica orchestra’s maestro 
| to kindly visit a barber before the 
first show at the Paradise. 
| Minevitch has been in Europe and 
the beard is strictly an exploitation 
| importation, grown over there. 


When cancelling the Paradise book- 


publicity ing, Schenck said the act he booked 


was the one Minevitch did before 
and that the Mine- 


vitch he saw then wasn't hiding 
underneath a Barnum & Bailey 
brush, 

Minevitch came back with the 


muff on the crest of a flood of in- 
ternational publicity following a 
pseudo-shanghai-ing by Corsican 
sailors. 





Romm and NBC 50-50 on 
Buddy Rogers’ Commish 


Harry Romm and the NBC Artist 
Bureau reached a 50-50 commish 
and booking agreement in their dis- 
pute over the placement of Buddy 
Rogers and his band for the Capitol, 
New York. Rogers is set for the 
Broadway picture house the week 
of Aug. 4 at $5,000, 

Romm and the network both 
claimed representation rights to the 
act. It was agreed that the contract 
shall carry the NBC name as the 
agent, 





At Oriental Again 


Chicago, July 26. 

Ted Lewis is set for the Oriental 
(Publix) Aug. 5. This puts Lewis 
in a tie with Sophie Tucker in the 
matter of repeat engagements for 
the Oriental. 

Also makes Lewis two up on Duke 
Ellington. 





JOHNNY SIMONS ILL 
Hollywood, July 25. 

Johnny Simons of the Weber- 
Simons agency has been confined to 
his home for the past month with a 
serious pulmonary condition. 

His physician says it will be sev- 
eral months before Simons can re- 
turn to his office. 


$16,000 IN 3 ACTS 
AS N. Y. PAR SHOW 


teorge Jessel and Norma Tal- 
madge, as a team at $11,000, Bing 
Crosby at $3,000, and Burns and 
Allen at $2,000, are set as the bill 
at the Paramount, New York. Date 
will be either Aug. 12 or 19, de- 








pending on the runs of shows up 
ahead. 

With the three top acts drawing 
$16,000 in salaries, the cost of the 
Par stage show that week will ex- 
ceed $18,000. 


Richman’s 4th H. 0. 


Harry Richman, at the Para- 
mount, New York, will stay a fourth 
week. 

Publix has booked Frances Wil- 
liams and Jack Haley, among others, 
to appear with him starting Friday 
(5). 

















Nitza Verneille No Likee 
Her Billing—Walks Out 


San Francisco, July 25. 

Nitza Verneille, dancer, walked 
out of the naborhood Fox El Capi- 
tan last week when she found her- 
self getting third billing and some- 
one else drawing the star dressing 
room, 

Hoofer demanded changes or else, 
but got the else and walked. Bob 
and Eula Buroff substituted. 


JIMMY DUNN’S CHI WEEK 
Los Angeles, July 25. 

Fanchon & Marcoe has signed 
James Dunn, Fox player, through 
the Vincent Gardner agency, for 
week of July 29 at the Chicago the- 
atre, Chicago. 

Dunn will get $2,500 plus air 
transportation both ways. 








Mills Handling Belle Baker 

Personal management of Belle 
Baker has been taken over by Irv- 
ing Mills. 

Although the arrangement is now 
in effect, the Mills office has been 
advised by Miss Baker not to book 
her for either stage or radio before 
fall, 


6 More Big Shows 
For Cap; Film Names 
And Colored Troupe 


The Capitol, New York, 
ning on about six more weeks of 
big stage shows, 
new season's film product is ex- 
pected to start coming through and 
ease the strain. 

An attempt will be made to make 
one of the future bills an all-Hol- 
lywood lineup, including such screen 
names as Wallace Beery, Robert 


Montgomery, and Lupe Velez. Beery, 
on the coast, has thumbed down the 
idea of personal appearances. How- 
ever, he and Montgomery are Metro 
players and the Capitol is a Loew 
house. 

Current floor show at the Cotton 
Club, Harlem, New York, has been 
booked through Irving Mills for the 
house, week of Sept. 23. Cab Callo- 
way band will make up part of the 
unit of close to 60 people. 

Unit is not figured for any other 
spot by Loew. 

Although this week’s stage bill 
at the house is close to.$19,000 on 
salaries, fact that the pit crew is 
out, due to the Lyman band, saves 
the house $5,000 and redfices the 
actual show nut to $14,000. 





is plan- 





Doubling Pit Men to 
Do Own Opening Act 


Baltimore, July 26. 

Cornetists who can croon and 
fiddlers who can ho-de-hi are get- 
ting jobs at the local vaudfilm Hip- 
podrome. House is arranging a 
splurge on the orchestra, now that 
the musician’s union rumpus is 
smoothed away, and will have sing- 
ing, hoofing and doubling instru- 
mentalists by the time the fall sea- 
son gets going. 

Wanting an orchestra that can 
be billed, Izzy Rappaport, owner of 
the Hipp, is boosting the roster from 
eight to 14 men and is holding au- 
ditions to pick the most versatile 
doublers and triplers. Aim™~is to 
take the overture out of the ordi- 
nary class and make it an act in 





itself, 


after which the | 








(BS PREFERS % 
THEATRE DATES 


CBS Artists Service is now amen. 
able to booking its attractions into 
theatres on straight percentage, 
preferring to do business this way 
with any or all the deluxe spots 
controlled by the major circuits, 
The Street Singer (Arthur Tracy) 
is thus booked into the Arverne, Far 


Rockaway, starting this Saturday 
(30) on a 334% cut from the first 
dollar, 


Opposition network frowns on the 
strictly percentage idea, adhering 
exclusively to a policy of booking 
them on a straight salary basis or 
not at all. In its deal with RKO 
the Columbia booking office sent 
out the Camel Hour on a guarantee, 
plus a percentage, collecting extra 
in most of the spots. 


CLAIRE FOR BALTO HIPP 

Ted Claire is set for the Hippo<« 
drome, Baltimore, to m.c. commenc- 
ing Saturday (30). Phil Arnold will 
be his audience foil. 

Claire is in at $800 a week with 
the Hipp stay possibly indef. 
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Week July 29), Omaha 


THE GENIAL ROTUND 


LARRY 
R ICH 


with 
CHERI 
“Miss Pert of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
South America’s Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
“The Elongated Express of Comedy” 
AL H E 





“Oklahoma's Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 
The Chinese Helen Kane 
JOE BELL 
“The Voice with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 
And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 





























O.L.OZ 


OHNNY 
PERKINS 


TON OF FUN 
Booked Solid 





THE OUTSTANDING COMEDY HIT OF THE 1931-1932 SEASONS 


I111\What a bet for pictures!!! 


Now Playing Coast RKO Theatres 
WILL SHORTLY SEE ALL MY COAST FRIENDS 
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| al 
Publix Enlarging Its 
Detroit Production Dept. | 


Detroit, July 25. 





In the new set-up of two stage 


ghows being produced locally, a 


larger production dept. is being in- | 


gtalled here. Staff will produce for 


| 


| 


the Michigan and Fisher under the | 


direction of Eddie Weisfeldt, in 
charge of production here for sev- 
eral years. 

Next to Weisfeldt at the Fisher 
will be Fred Evans and at the Mich- 
igan will be Carlton Winkler. The 
Fred Evans ballet will continue at 
the Fisher with a new permanent 
line brought in for the Michigan. 
Girls for the Mich. were in the 
Loew unit, ‘Dive In.’ 

Unit costs will continue about as 
before with $3,500 the nut at the 
Fisher and $4,000 at the Michigan. 





More Busy Actors 


Los Angeles, July 25, 

Fanchon and Marco placements 
Include: 

Matt Brooks, comic, 
Joyce unit, untitled. 

Jack Pepper and stooges to ‘Okay, 
U. S. A.,’ LeRoy Prinz directing. 

Wally Vernon, Wallin and Barnes, 
and Muriel Gardner to ‘Star Gaz- 
ing,’ Larry Ceballos production. 

F. & M. also signed Chester Fred- 
erick, dancer, but have not yet as- 
signed him. 


for Teddy 


| days when Harry Kirby, 


| 
| 


NO PAY-OFF FOR TAB, 
FOLDS AND MGR. SKIPS 


San Francisco, 





July 25. 

A tab show booked into the Plaza, | 
Sacramento, by the local Ellsworth 
booking office has folded after nine | 
alias Harry 
Lawson, skipped and failed to pay | 
off. 

Part of the cast got nearly half | 
salaries by drawing at the box of- 
fice during the brief run, but those 
who didn’t draw are out of luck, 





Stoopnagle and Budd's 
Midwest Theatre Dates 


Colonel Stoopnagle and Budd 
swing westward this week, with the 
first stop taking them into a three- 
week stretch for B. & K. in Chi- 
cago. Ether team opens this Fri- 
day (29) at the Chicago and the 
next week moves over to the Orien- 
tal. Either the Uptown or Tivoli 
get them the last stanza. 


From Chi they go to the Ambas- 
sador, St. Louis, and the following 
week the pair are slated to unlim- 
ber their gags from the Wisconsin 
stage in Milwaukee. Latter two 
are Skouras dates, with the former 
bringing $2,500. 

Pencillings made by the CBS 





Artists Service. 








Authorized RKO Artists’ Representa- 
tives and Officially Franchised 
Agents and Associates 








SAMUEL BAERWITZ 


151 West 46th St., New York 
Tel. Bryant 9-4614-5 


CHAS. MADDOCK 


151 West 46th Street 





> 














NEW YORK 








HENRY BELLIT 


‘Come in and Have a Talk’ 
Buite 406 BRyant 9-5184 
1560 Broadway, New York 


CHARLES MORRISON 


Suite 1014 Bond Bldg. 
1560 Broadway, New York 
LARRY PUCK, Associate 








M. S. BENTHAM 


Palace Theatre Building, New York 
HARRY LANG, FRANK MUFSON 
PAUL DURAND, DENNIS DuFOR 





ROGER E. MURREL 
JACK HART 
Studio 3, The Playhouse 
187 West 48th St., New York 
BRyant 9-8044 








BLONDELL & MACK 


1560 Broadway 


JAMES S. PLUNKETT — 


MAX TISHMAN, General Manager 


THOMAS CURRAN, Associate 
Suite 905, 1564 Broadway, New York 








? NEW YORK __Phone BRynnt 9-6571 
GEORGE CHOOS —_/ RICHARDS & LENETSKA 
HARRY KALCHEIM Suite 1511 


1619 Broadway 
NEW YORK 








1560 Broadway, New York 








CHAS. H 


CURTIS & ALLEN 
1564 Broadway, New York 
BRyant 9-3648 
BERNARD BURKE, Gen. Mgr. 





HARRY A. ROMM 


LEONARD ROMM 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
Cable: Haromm é BRyant 9-8534-5 


na 


It’s That Tough 





Los Angeles, July 25. 

When a girl dancer fainted 
on the fifth day of a free en- 
gagement in an Opportunity 
Revue at the L. A. Orpheum, 
it was discovered she and her 
partner had not eaten for two 
days. Further investigation 
revealed that among the other 
amateurs hoping to win sal- 
aried stage jobs through their 


work in this revue, several 
were in need of food. 
Without funds, the candi- 


dates were willing to work free 
for a week, hoping to win 
either the top prize—spotting 
in a national revue by RKO— 
or two one-week engagements 
at the local house for the 
runners-up. 











‘Whoopee’ F&M 
Pace Setter for 
The New Season 


Los Angeles, July 25. 
After months of negotiations, 
Fanchon & Marco closed with the 
authors of Ziegfeld’s 
and have started re- 
hearsals. No name principals cast 
so far. Only thing definite is the 
Ziegfeld name will be used heavily 





several 
‘Whoopee,’ 


|} on exploitation. 


; was Florenz Ziegfeld’s last 
deal, closing it with Martin Beck in 
New York. Beck turned over the 
right to F&M to produce. Con- 
sideration was $20,000. 

At the same time, F&M closed for 
national rights to ‘Follow Thru,’ 
which they will also put in re- 
hearsal immediately, 

With ‘Desert Song’ already on 
tour, and Mary Eaton under con- 
tract for a musical unit, F&M have 
their fall production schedule well 
under way. 

Producers have also engaged 
‘Snub’ Pollard and Walter Hiers for 
featured parts with Ben Turpin in 
the Teddy Joyce unit, now in prep- 
aration. 

Mme. Schumann-Heink’s’  one- 
week engagement has been extended 
for appearances in Oakland, Sacra- 
mento, 
Angeles, a total of five. 





F-WC Books KFWB Air 
Act for Naborhood Try 


Los Angeles, July 25. 

Emersog Treacy and Gay Sea- 
brooke, on the air for KFWB for 
the past year and a half in a sus- 
tainer, ‘Growing Up,’ have been 
booked for personal appearances in 
F-WC neighborhood and suburban 
houses. 


Seattle-Portland, and Los; 


BARD’S ALL- STAR COAST 
REVUES ON CO-OP BASIS 














Hollywood, July 25. 
| 3en Bard will produce all-star 
| vaude revues at the El Capitan 
| following the run of ‘Hullabaloo’ 
that house. Deal with the theatre 
|gives the house the first $3,500 
| with the next $4,000 to the players 
on a co-op basis and 50-50 over 
that. 
First bill will include Bard, Louis 
Errol, Chic Sale, Walter Catlett, 
| Rosetta, Ruth Roland and California 
| Collegians. 
. 
Jeff Davis Thus Reacts to RKO 
Agent Edict 
Jeff Davis, one of the franchised 


| RKO agents told to amalgamate or 
| else, decided on the latter course 
| and packed up his possessions and 


family. He left for Boston over the 
| weekend and will settle in the 
gee business there, 


Davis was a Keith booker for 
years, becoming an agent about two 
years ago. 





Vaude Out of Audubon, 
Anticipating RKO Pool 


Skouras Brothers are jerking 
vaude out of the Audubon, uptown 
New York, Aug. 3, in preparation 
for the pooling deal arranged with 
RKO. 

House will go straight sound. 





Mills Bros.” RKO Week 


Mills Brothers break their Publix 
tour for an RKO date, going into 
the Albee, Cincinnati, Aug. 13. At 
the end of that week’s stand the 
foursome take a three weeks’ va- 
cash, 

They pick up, thereafter, the 
balance of their P-P contract, which 
| has 12 weeks to go, with the re- 
suming spot not yet decided. 














ACTS FOR L. A. PALACE 
Los Angeles, July 25. 


Palace, formerly the Orpheum, 
now operated by Principal Theatres 
as a grind, is experimenting with 
stage attractions, in an attempt to 
compete with the Los Angeles, 
across the street. 

First flesh booked is the KFWB 
Sunday Nite Hi-Jinks outfit. Radio 
unit was previously spotted in sev- 
2a F-WC suburban houses. 








LEONIDOFF IN CHICAGO 


Leon Leonidoff, Fanchon & Marco 
producer, is in Chicago for Balaban 
& Katz on assignment from F. & M. 
for an indefinite period. 

Leonidoff is to assist B. & K. in 
spotting name talent and help 
round out F.-M. units as they hit 
Chicago. 








Asst. MILES INGALLS, JOHN HICKEY 








GUS EDWARDS 


PRODUCER 
(Star Maker) 
Suite 140-42 , 
AR ek an. HOTEL, NEW YORK 





Partne 


MAURICE "ROSE 
and HUGO MORRIS 


Palace Theatre Bidg., 1564 B’way, N. Y. 
BRyant 9-9157 
PADDY SCHWARTZ, WM. O’DAY, Asso. 











HARRY FITZGERALD 


Palace Theatre Bidg., New York 
Associate, DANNY COLLINS 





"LEE P. STEWART 
and EDWARD RILEY 
Vaudeville—Radio—Pictures 
904 Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
BRyant 9-0551 








} —___. 
LEO FITZGERALD 


and 


WILLIAM McCAFFREY 
Enfranchised RKO Agents 
_ Hanover Bank Bldg., LA 4-9710—9756 





~ JOE SULLIVAN 


1560 Broadway, Suite 906 
WAYNE CRISTY 
LEWEDELMAN—GEORGE POLI 























Marty FORKINS x 
Ch : ab ep PHIL TYRRELL 
mas. 1560 Broadway, New York 
Met Srcotey, Hee Werk, la, ng S| enpent 0-000 sitt 
JENIE JACOBS Harry Weber-Simon Agency 
1674 Broadway Suite 502 ; 
—_NEW York soa masatte ae otras all 











EDWARD S. KELLER 


Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 


CHARLES S. WILSHIN 
Affiliated Member, 

Wishnew Associate 
Tel. BRyant 9-4648 


WEEDEN & ii: 





Associate, WILLIAM C. WEEDEN 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 





MILTON: LEWIS: 


Associated With 


JACK WEINER 


Palace Theatre Bidg. 








MAX GORDON 


NEW YORK 














BRyant 9-7800 








MARVIN H. 


Pre 
Marcus Loew 
BOOKING AGENCY 
General Executive Offices 
LOEW BUILDING 
ANNEX 


i60 WEST. 46"ST- 
NEW YORK CITY 





J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 
Ee 


BOOKING MANAGER 
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Golden 
Anniversary 


50th 


week to play 


RKO PALACE, 
NEW YORK 


CHICK 


Wn 


and 





ROSE 


with 


TRUE YORK 


and 


EDDIE WILSON 


Yes, Sir 
This Week 
(July 23) 
Is Our 
50th 


Engagement 


at 


RKO PALACE 
NEW YORK 
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Keamore Resumes Vaude to Help 
Pay Off RKO Promises to Acts, 


Estimates Total $100,000-$150,000 





Investigation into a ‘arge debt in- 
turred by the booking office the past 
four months has been started by 
RKO. Purpose is to prevent an- 
other costly situation such as was 
experienccd during the previous 
George Godfrey booking regime. It 
is estimated that anywhere from 
$100,000 and $150,000 in obligations 
is outstanding to acts, producers 
and agents through promises made 
for playing time and which neither 
the booking *.ead nor the circuit 
can at this moment fulfill. 

To partially relieve the debt strain 
the Kenmore, New York, returns to 
vaudeville Aug. 6. Although the 
Kenmore won't be forced to carry 
the burden by playing out time that 
is owed to acts, it’s return to the 
vaudeville books will be expected 
to provide some badly needed extra 
dates. Comeback of ‘41- Kenmore 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 83 
(Week July 16), Kansas City 


ROSETTE and LUTTMAN 


In “Dance Stories” 
With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 


DE VITO 
and DENNY 


with 
DOT STEVENS 


in “Lady Harrower's Reception” 
(Direction of Chas. Wilshin) 














LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chaniress” 
Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Booked by Weber-Simon) 








lis a compromise between the RKO 
theatre and booking departments. 
Latter requested the return to 
vaudeville of three RKO theatres to 
help pay off. 

Extra Time for Cuts 


Most of the booking office’s debts 
are the result of promises made to 
acts and producers last winter and 
spring as concessions for their ac- 
ceptance of salary cuts. These acts 
were already. under contract for 
higher salaries hut agreed to take 
less when promised additional time. 

One producer alone, whom God- 
frey promised ~€ weeks extra for 
each of three acts that took cuts, 
has bookings amounting to $45,000 
coming to him -nder that deal. So 
far he has been unable to collect. 

Inability of the booking office to 
pay off its obligations is due to the 
scarcity of available houses, That 
this condition would prevail was 
known at RKO at the time the 
promises were made. 

Among minor debts is one of 
$5,900 owed to three acts that 
jumped 2,000 miles from Chicago to 
the Coast for three and a half weeks 
of work out there and were can- 
celled enroute. 

In many ways the booking office’s 
debt troubles sre a repetition of 
those of three years or so ago. Un- 
der similar conditions Godfrey’s 
obligations piled up faster than they 
could be paid off. It eventually 
cost the circuit $250,000 to straighten 
out that situation. 


SPOKANE FOX’S UNITS 
Spokane, July 16. 

After showing pictures only for 
several months, the Fox will add 
three stage days weekly, starting 
Aug. 5. F. & M.'s ‘Desert Song’ 
will be the first presentation. 

Four shows a day for a 65-cent 
top. 








Actor-Customer Repartee 
At New A. C. Burlesque 


Atlantic City, July 26. 

Garden Pier theatre, after trying 
the straight westerns on its screen 
at 15c, finally turned to burlesque 
and packed ‘em in at all three 
shows opening day. Billie Fieids 
and Jean Gordon head the com- 
pany. 

Matinee opens house at 25c and 
the two evening performances are 
priced from 25 to 50c. 

Strip numbers are drawing cat- 
calls and cheers and there are fre- 
quent exchanges in wise-crackery 
between performers and audience. 
Chorus of 15 acts on the theory 
that what is worn on the beach can 








be no worse on the stage, 


2 Weeks Enough 


Connie’s Inn Revue, doubling 
from the Harlem nite club, closed 
Friday (22) at the Central theatre 
on Broadway after playing two 
weeks of a tentative five weeks’ 
booking. 

Colored floor show was in the 
burlesque house on a salary basis 
by a deal between Connie Immer- 
man and the Minskys. 


- Another L. A. Burley 


Los Angeles, July 25. 
Another downtown picture grind, 
the Arcade, goes stock burlesque 
July 31. House, formerly operated 
by Gus Metzger, was turned over to 
the Dalton Bros., who also operate 
the Follies. 

Interchange of principals and 
chorus with the Follies, with pos- 
sible bicycling of entire production 
between the two houses, is con- 
templated by the Daltons. 


‘SKILLET’ ACT SET 
* Six more RKO weeks have been 
added to the Sisters of the Skillet 
(East and Dumke) route, these to 
follow their current week at the 
Palace, Cleveland. 

Boys swing to Rochester, N. Y., 
for Aug. 6 opening, with Buffalo, 
Toronto, Albany, Boston and Provi- 
dence, all set to follow in consecu- 
tive weekly order. 














Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Blackface Eddie Nelson was an 
ogler of the lodge, renewed hand- 
shakes with Dutch Danny Murphy 
who has put over a comeback via 
a mess of added fat and exercise. 

Elsie Johnson has licked a mess 
of trouble, is now adapted to this 
mode of curing and is showing a 
wonderful comeback. 


Marion Perotte has licked a mess 
of asthma, now sporting a sparkler 
while picking up news items, 

Pearl Wilson, formerly burlesque 
and vaude who staged a big com- 
back, now broadcasting over the 
Canadian Toronto station to a big 
success, 


Patsy Stover and Val Emiline 
(Broadway Billy) left here unan- 
nounced to try their luck elsewhere. 
Patsy Stover N.V.A.-ed it for a 
little while. 

Thelma Meeker returned to the 
lodge after a month’s vacash at 
home. 

Joe Baker, formerly Baker’ and 
Carrol, shot in from Boston as a 
new arrival at the Lodge. Received 
the incipient okay and a few 
months abed will do the trick. 

Fred Rith, now up, took the 
nerve operation to good results, due 
for added exercise, and is feeling 
his best. 

Tommy Vicks, fashion plate of 
the lodge, now on more added ex- 
ercise and allowed to do a little 
‘Off to Buffalo’ between rest periods. 

Patients made happy by superin- 
tendent Katherine Murphy via 
weekly entertainments and Sunday 
auto rides. 

The Irving Berlins vacashed here 
at Loon pond, got a mess of fish, 
ogled this N.V.A. city and called 
it the best vacash spot on earth, 

Harry Moss trouped up to Tupper 
Lake, N. Y. with a review of 20 
showfolks and gave an entertain- 
ment for the vets at the U. S, Hos- 
pital, The show was put on via 
the efforts of Teddy Lorrain, a vet 
trouper who is curing at the hosp. 

Ben Shaffer shot back to bed with 
high temping routine. Ben recent- 
ly went through nerve operation 
to a fairly good comeback. 

Jack Nicoll, ex-hoofer and pro- 
ducer, has licked a serious setback. 








Between cures he is trying to keep 
that door away from the wolf via 
a little taxi biz. He is feeling well 
enough to be up and around. 

Billy Rankin producer of the Mid. 
night Frolics, Chicago, shot in un« 
announced on Fred “Bones” Bache« 
man. Bachman at his best but 
bedding it for a short period. 

With the capable assistance of 
Drs. Wilson, Tabershaw, Leach and 
Huntoon, Dr. Edgar Mayer, princi- 
pal medico of the lodge, is conduct- 
ing a general checkup on all 
patients, 

By the way are you writing to 
those that you know in Saranac 
Lake and elsewhere that are ill? 

Mickey Arnold was a caller at 
the lodge en route to Montreal. Ao- 
companied by his sister Jean, they 
ogled the lodge and said that it 
was the best ever. 

Ruth Morris (‘Variety’) arrived 
in town for a month's vacash. She 
will sperd most of her time golfing 
and teaching her daddy Bill Morris 
how to play bridge, at the Morrisses’ 
Camp Intermission. 

Jerry Vogel, of the Plaza Music 
Co., New York, shot in a mess of 
special cooked goodies to every one 
of the patients here. Not a week 
passes that Jerry does not remem- 
ber the patients. What a man, 
what a man. Thanks, Jerry, from 
all the gang up here. 
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(Week !uly 30), State Lake-Chicage 


The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


“HOT FROM HARLEM” 


WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 

MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI! PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 

JEL! SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 
Chorus of Eightcen 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 





























TAKING LONDON BY STORM 


DAVE 


APOLLON 


UNANIMOUSLY ACCLAIMED BY THE BRITISH PRESS AND PUBLIC . 
AS THE BIGGEST SENSATION THAT EVER APPEARED AT THE 


LONDON PALLADIUM 











cellent start in the return 


themselves, 





Daily Mail 
ROUND THE HALLS 


Best Transatlantic Act for a Year 
By Our Theatre Correspondent 
“Crazy Month” is officially a thing of the past at 
the Palladium, but the management has made an ex- 


Mr. Dave Apollon and his Mexican band, who are 
appearing there this week, are easily the best Trans- 
4 atlantic variety act seen in this country for a year or 
more. The assisting artists make first-rate turns in 


to semi-normal conditions. 


Sunday Express 
Meet Dave 


And, writing of foreign acts—were we?—it's 
well worth your while protruding an entertain- 
ment-seeking nose round the 
office, because the programme bears the en- 
tirely unfamiliar name of Dave Apollon and his 
Mexican band. 

De not let the unfamiliarity of the name 
scare you off to the pictures, for Dave and his 
fellow peasants constitute one of the best acts 
with which variety hag regaled me. 


Palladium box- 























hearing Dave 


News of the World 


At the Palladium, too, we had the pleasure of 
Apollon and his band. The 
United States have sent many bands and artists 
to this country, but none has been so accept- 
able as Apollon, 





The Performer 


Dave Apollon, from America, who takes pride of 
place in billing, has every reason to feel proud of his 
achievement on his Variety debut in this country, for 
it was apparent at the end of his act that the audi- 
ence would have had him on for the balance of the 
evening if they could. Apollon, who is an amazingly 
clever instrumentalist, either as pianist or mandolin- 
ist, is one of the finest, slickest and most entertaining 
headliners to have yet come here from America. 














Opened London Palladium July 4, for Two Weeks, and Immedictely Booked .as Follows: 


JULY 18—HOLBORN EMPIRE 
ENTIRE MONTH OF AUGUST—LONDON : PAVILION 


America 
BERNARD BURKE (JACK CURTIS OFFICE) 


DIRECTION 


WILLIAM MORRIS and FOSTERS’ AGENCY 


Europe 
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CAPITOL, N. Y. 


This week’s layout is a climax in 


New York, July 22. 
the Loew office experiment on fram- 
ing stage shows of staggering cost. 
This one, led by Lou Holtz at 
$6,000 and a percentage and Phil 
Baker at $3,500, is the high money 
mark at about $19,000. On top of 
that they have a feature in ‘Wash- 
ington Masquerade’ starring Lionel 
Barrymore that ought to do busi- 
ness on its own. 

The combination looks foolproof 
and weatherproof, but it didn’t turn 
out so at the start. Thursday night 
attendance was bare capacity. They 
had set up the tapes for a holdout, 
but the mob didn’t rush in. Appar- 
ently nothing could draw with the 
weather what it was that evening. 
Friday evening there was rain and 
the thermometer laid off for the 
neek-end. Show then had a chance 
to demonstrate its power. Instead 
of a cleanup, it scored just better 
than average, and must be a disap- 
pointment to the house, 


Capitol is making a grand bally- 
hoo of its costly stage entertain- 
ment, devoting more trailer space 
to that angle than to the underlined 
film. They can’t go any further than 
this Holtz-Baker-Abe Lyman ag- 
gregation in cost, so the week will 
probably serve as a final test of the 
policy. If that billing won’t turn 
the summer trick what’s the use? 
Holtz is a Palace record-holder, and 
Baker always meant money at the 
former straight vaude stand. If 
the Cantor-Jessel runner-up isn’t 
weatherproof this year, the count is 
all in. 

Entertainment quality of the 
show is mild, be its drawing power 
what it may. Two talking come- 
dians as the backbone of a stage 
layout in the huge Capitol starts 
under a handicap. You can’t tie 
Holtz down to a mike, and much of 
what he has to say was lost down- 
stairs from the center of the house, 
which leaves quite a lot of people 
wondering what the laugh is about. 
Baker stays put, and on this frame- 
up did better for the middle and ex- 
treme distance customers. Those 
down front liked Holtz vociferously, 
and their prompt laughs compli- 
cated it for the others. Your cor- 
respondent was among the far-off 
ear-strainers. He testifies to the 
response only. Holtz and Baker got 
together for a later talkfest toward 
the close of the stage interlude. It 
was a riot of rowdy merriment to 
this mob, and consisted of nothing 
more than. five minutes of ‘nance’ 
business that must have been 
homesick for Minsky’s. Maybe that 
will figure in the Loew decision 
what to do about more $19,000 bills. 


Lyman’s session was more to the 
deluxe film house purpose, a smart, 
snappy bit of modern syncopation 
broken up with endless musician 
bits framed by a resourceful show- 
man. It did seem, however, that a 
duet in ‘one’ by the Lyman pair of 
hillbilly singers was rather a tame 
finale for this elaborate musical en- 
semble. ‘hat the crowd went for it 
heavily doesn’t change the fact that 
a routine character singing pair is 
no fit climax to the act of a 25- 
piece orchestra. 


Hannah Williams, abundantly 
billed as Mrs. Roger Wolfs Kahn, 
was included in the preliminary ad- 
vertisements, but was out from the 
start on an emergenc, tonsil oper- 
ation. Her estranged spouse with 
his band is currently at the RKO 
Palace. 

That left the femme interest rep- 
resented by the Boswell Sisters, 
Gloria Gilbert, toe dancer who spe- 
cializes in human top spins, and the 
girl stooge used by Holtz for an 
early ag, when she crashes, goes 
into a strip and replies to Holtz’ 
shocked protest, ‘What, isn’t this 
Minsky’s?’ 

All in all it’s not a brilliant stag- 
ing of costly and expert entertain- 
ing talent. Show has only. such 
crescendo as comes from the use 
of the Lyman orchestra as its finale. 
Otherwise the thing doesn’t build 
in a climactic sense. Absence of 
the house line of girls has a certain 
effect in taking the edge off the 
performance. When the bright and 
animated line isn’t present one sud- 
denly realize’ how much the group 
contributes to the show. There is 
no effort this week either to give 
the performance production back- 
ground, and to a clientele that is 
accustome 1 to :. pictorial stage this 
arrangement of mere drops robs the 
proceedings of a good deal of its 
accustomed glamor. ush, 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, July 22. 


Harry Richman and Bert Lahr, 
toppers on another heavy name and 
money show at the Broadway 
Paramount and rating $9,500 be- 
tween them, are forced to step aside 
by a girl who’s inconspicuous in the 
billing, but who runs away with the 
show. She’s Eleanor Powell, buck 
dancer. Miss Powell is the girl 
who nightly walked on at the Zieg- 
feld after ‘Hot Cha’ was practically 
over and proceeded to make every- 
thing up ahead look mild. At the 
Paramount this week she’s proving 
that that legit musical feat was no 
accident. 





Both Richman and Lahr, former! and newsreel fill. 





holding over from last week, do 
well enough, but their applause re- 
sults are shadowed by Miss Pow- 
ell’s. Lahr is rather disappointing 
in that he’s giving ’em the station 
house stuff out in ‘one’ again, a bit 
that has by now outworn much of 
its former usefulness. That bit can 
last only so Yong. After that it’s 
very liable to threaten Lahr’s heavy 
salary, an amount that warrants at 
least the change of a line or two 
now and then, It would be a shame 
if failure to progress stunted the 
climb of this oncoming comedian. 

Miss Powell and two other girls, 
Sylvia Froos and Pearl Osgood, 
along with a mixed Bines dancing 
line, are the Lahr-Richman sup- 
port. The young Miss Froos has 
been making rapid strides toward 
single singing prominence, and il- 
lustrates in this engagement that 
she’s learning fast. Miss Osgood 
does a polite cooch introductory 
before straighting for Lahr. 

Attired in gold cloth pajamas, 
Miss Powell makes a nonchalant 
entrance that suggests anything but 
a walloping specialty will follow. 
She goes into an eccentric buck 
routine and takes it easy. No 
break-a-leg antics, but a series of 
simple-looking tricks mixed with 
shrewd showmanship. The audi- 
ence didn’t want Miss Powell to 
leave, but gave in after an encore. 
When the company returned for 
bows after the finale Miss Powell 
drew the big hand. 

Under a new Par policy the stage 
shows get a special skit or black- 
out weekly for the principal players’ 
use. This week has Lahr as the 
guest of honor at a street cleaners’ 
banquet. It’s seldom in good taste, 
much less than the Warner short 
from which it was adapted or bor- 
rowed. The laughs are sought 
through Lahr’s repeated reference 
to horses and parades. Entrance 
of a live plug and a salute from the 
white wings brings the blackout. 

After five years or more at the 
Paramount org.un, and after hav- 
ing seen plenty of house managers 
and m.c.’s come and go, Jesse 
Crawford this wee . takes over the 
baton in Rubinoff’s temporary ab- 
sence. The customers went for the 
novelty in a large way. Mrs. Craw- 
ford gets into the stage show as 
accompanist for Richman during 
the last number of the latter’s 
songalog. 

Par’s ‘Madame Racketeer’ is the 
picture. Attendance not very heavy 
Friday night. Bige. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, July 22. 

It’s dance week at the Imperial. 
With the exception of the opening, 
girls go in for the more restrained 
movements of the classic definitions, 
whole effect being not only eye-fill- 
ing but soothing. For lavish mount- 
ing and costuming the current pres- 
entation far surpasses those of re- 
cent weeks. 

Natacha Nattova is the headliner, 
and the build-up to her entrance is 
heavy. Holding the next-to-closing 
spot, the stepping star even rates a 
screen announcement before her ap- 
pearance. It’s a dance flash that’s 
strong on style and trimmings, a 
little too long and a little too limited 
in general appeal. 

Tagged ‘The Dance of the Wind,’ 
flash is done in full stage before a 
solid black drop. 
flowers in mid-stage is flanked by 
plush-draped platforms that blend 
neatly into the background and 
lend an ethereal quality to the work. 
Finish is a rope-swing to the foots. 
It’s not unadulterated dance, de- 
spite its billing, but the novelty 
drew applause. 

Major ,ortion of the bill has the 
16-girl lineup doing most of the 
work. Opening in a military routine 
on a -ross-stage flight of stairs, 
girls in the garb of Napoleonic 
guards —tri-cornered hats, white 
tunics with red facings, white buck- 
skin breeches and gleaming knee- 
boots. Joe Rose interpolates a 
clever leaping bit that went over 
nicely. 

Clever piece of stage mounting is 
the lavish Dresden number. This is 
in full stage before a huge china 
plate cutout, opening tableau hav- 
ing the girls represent various 
pieces of china bric-a-brac. Sex- 
tet out for a beautiful bit on toes, 
other girls trailing for solo and duet 
specialties that revealed excellent 
ballet training. Corinne finales 
with a toe number that is longer 
on running time and drew the 
warmest reception. Costumes are 
elaborate and entire mounting of 
number commendable. Ballet also 
on at closing in another lavish cos- 
tume change, this time in rainbow- 
hued gowns for inversions, circu- 
lar formations and_ cross-stage 
groupings that drew an appreciative 
hand. 

Sandwiched among the dance of- 
ferings were the Four Flushers, 
comedy gob quartet that goes in for 
general roughhouse and tumbling, 
and Ducalion, whose engaging per- 
sonality and nifty summer toggery 
helped put over a balancing act on 
a 16-foot ladder. 

‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par) is 
feature film, this badly sliced by the 
Ontario censors and tagged up here 
‘Jerry and Joan.’ Change will re- 
move whatever draw lay in the b.o. 
title. Overture, organesque, comedy 
McStay. 





Huge vase of. 


Gaumont Palace, Paris 


Paris, July 15. 

Gaumont Palace is doing tremen- 
dous business (week ending July 
15), despite the heat. This is due 
to the revival of ‘Atlantide,’ a silent 
film made over 10 years ago by 
Jacques Feyder, now directing in 
Hollywood. Film was then consid- 
ered a masterpiece, but was natu- 
rally considered as extinct now, 
when a sound filmization of the 
same story by Pabst using the same 
title was booked at the Miracles 
with tremendous publicity from its 
daily tieup ‘Intransigeant.’ Result 
was that public curiosity was 
aroused t: see the old silent, and 
that for the first time in a long 
while the Gaumont Palace did good 
business, 

After a mixed newsreel show goes 
immediately into an ambitious stage 
production by Paul Oscard, titled 
‘Oriental Fantasy.’ Besides the 
Paul Oscard girls, two local acts 
are used, one Myrio and Decha, 
adagio, held over from previous 
week, and also the Ravenna acro- 
bats. Presentation, somewhat re- 
mindful of ‘Atlantide,’ shows per- 
formers acting before a kind of 
oriental court. 

After intermission the feature is 
immediately shown, and there is 
neither cartoon nor educational, nor 
any special musical overtures. This 
is due to length of feature, which 
lasts nearly two hours. Though 
patronage is now unused to silents, 
feature is very well received, Paris 
being always faithful to its old fa- 
vorites. Also from the technical 
point of view—apart from the in- 
troduction of closeups, which were 
then practically unused, and sound 
—film shows how little has been 
added to the entertainment value of 
pictures for the last 10 years. 

In order to placate the ‘Intransi- 
geant,’ which might resent the un- 
expected opposition to its theatre 
tieup, Miracles, a screen announce- 
ment is made at the close of the 
silent film, reading ‘And now you 
should go to the Miracles to see the 
sound version of the story.’ 

Film has not been sound-syn- 
chronized, and the pit orchestra is 
used to piay the musical accompan- 
iment. Maxi. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 21. 

Careless production, plus a stage 
loaded with amateur performers, 
makes this stage layout of little 
value to the house. Outside of the 
Caligari Brothers, brought here for 
the ‘Grand Hotel’ prolog at the 
Chinese, the talent is weak. 

Line girls in two routines look 
fresh and snappy. Their work is 
okay, but it takes more than a line 
and one act to make an interesting 
40 minutes. 

Dans, Grates and Rand, three 
men hoofers of the hot-cha type, 
got nowhere with too much face- 
slapping, falls and-mugging and too 
little hoofing. They have been 
around here several weeks, suffi- 
cient time to permit them to decide 
whether they intend to become 
dancers or comics. 

John and Harriett Griffiths, ball- 
room dancers, lack sufficient poise 
to command much attention. Both 
in their teens, they need coaching 
in showmanship. Talent is there, 
but they need selling ability. Bob- 
bee Thompson, blues singer, war- 
bled one number, but failed to im- 
press. Johnny Dunn and Mable 
Todd, hoke dancers and baggers 
with material that is meaningless, 
walked off to an abundance of si- 
lence, Inez King, here for the past 
two months, shows effect of long 
stay. 

Entertainment value of the Cali- 
gari Brothers on a bill such as this 
is seen when the audience comes to 
life after a lukewarm half hour. 
Rest of the entire performance may 
be classed as a grade A exhibit of 
what not to present on the stage of 
a de luxe picture house. 

‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) suggests a 
diminished draw for George Ban- 
croft, with about 400 people in the 
house for the first evening perform- 
ance on Thursday. Par Sound News 
rounded on the performance. Call. 


EDOUARD VII 


Paris, July 12. 

House, located just off the Boule- 
vard and originally built for legit, 
has been the Fox showcase for 
about a year. It has done better 
than break even, especially since 
the original terms, on renewal ar- 
rangements with the owner, have 
been improved for Fox Film. It 
plays nothing but all Fox programs, 
with Fox Film productions in orig- 
inal versions. As such, it has an 
overwhelmingly foreign patronage, 

Two matinees and one evening 
performance are given daily, with 
a short intermission in the perform- 
ances before the feature. First part 
this week includes a Fox magazine, 
an animated cartoon and a gener- 
ous screening of the Fox newsreel. 

Discs are played during the in- 
termission, following which comes 
the feature this week, ‘Woman in 
Room 13.’ Well received and a type 
of story likely to click with local 
audiences if given French treat- 
ment. 








House closing for the summer, to 
reopen in September. Mast, 


q 





|| NEWSREELS 





TRANS LUX 


Broadway now has only one all- 
newsreel theatre—the Embassy. The 
Luxer can no longer be classified as 
a newsreel house i* it intends pur- 
suing the policy in effect. 

Although the news moved into 
the shorts side of the Broadway 
Luxer space, there is little evidence 
that the policy affecting shorts has 
been changed. There are _ three 
non-news subjects or featurets, as 
a trailer calls them, and only 17 
news clips, or slightly over half the 
number used in a recognized news- 
reel theatre program, 

Some of the livest news as well as 
humorous and entertaining maga- 
zine material are missing in what 
remains of the news end of the 
Luxer program, This is because the 
Luxer has cut out Universal’s con- 
tribution to the program. There 
was only one U clip Saturday after- 
noon, and this had t»% do with a 
locust swarm in Morocco, 

Strongest speech Lloyd George 
has made to the newsreels was 
caught by Paramount. Speaking on 
reparations Lloyd George told the 
Britishers that if they were willing 
to take American money they 
should be just as willing to accept 
American ideas, 


At the Embassy, however, F-H 
scored with a clean scoop on the 
ending of the reparations, catching 
the closing speech of Premier Ram- 
say MacDonald. 


Both houses are going in for 
plugs of the most obvious kind. 
Where the Luxer a few weeks ago 
through Pathe got out a special clip 
on ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive,’ Fox is 
now doing the same thing for ‘Con- 
gorilla’ at the Embassy. One Pathe 
clip could not be more blunt if it 
flashed a printed ad for a Detroit 
auto manufacturer. Amelia Ear- 
hart may be the excuse, although 
there is plenty of footage given the 
cars on parade. 

A good human interest subject is 
the filming by Pathe of a negro 
revival session in Washireton. The 


EMBASSY 


A very, very light hot weather 
program conta‘ning mostly new 
slants of familiar topics. 

Two plugs in the same program 
for Atlantic City, including high 


diving arl those scrapping cats. 
The bear cubs drink milk again, 
this time out of a can, and the 
fans laugh just as they did a few 
months ago, and a year before that, 


Again Bohemian wedding rites 
are reviewed; Germans sing and 
flaunt beer mugegs; an old lady 
lauds the adage of ‘get old happily 
by minding your own business’; 
Spaniards indulge in a free-for-all 
with bulls; a German zep flies over 
London; Stanley Baldwin talks¢ 
King Carol’s guard parades; ama-« 
teurs box in the Garden; workers 
on skyscrapers indulge in idle gose 
sip. 

What looks like a phoney is thé 
clip having to do with an Australian 
jazz orchestra. The players are 
semi-nude, and the lighting was not 
so skillfu" that grease paint is not 
discernible. 


It has been suggested several 
times in the past few years that 
newsreel editors might get together 
when presenting a subject which 
requires a figure to be mentioned, 
There’s only a difference of $3,00- 
000 in the Coney Island losses ag 
estimated by Pathe and F-H,. 


Laurel and Hardy almost make @& 
short of their trip up Broadway ig 
a hack. A cop with a _ tickeg 
serves for stooge purposes. 


F-H was the ony reel Saturday 
to have views of Governor Roose= 
velt visiting a New Hampshire 
beach on his recent boat trip. 


Although Universal several weeks 
ago released a group of prohibition 
speakers t their convention, which 
was the most complete exhibition of 


screen, F-H is getting some laughs 
from a lineup of drys of its own at 
Washington. 

Other clips include bad spills on 
a Pennsylvania dirt auto track 





same reel shows a Chicago judge 
during a bargain .ay marrying 
couples without the usual fee, 


A timely subject is Pathe’s re- 
view of the country which will be 
affected by the St. Lawrence water- 
way plan. Paramount obtained first 
views seen here of England’s larg- 
est bomber, weighing over 30 tons. 

Dixie’s regatta on the Mississippi 
is an excellent piece of Pathe pho- 
tography. Other Luxer clips not 
found at the Embassy are student 


Olympic aspirants, cricket in Lone 
don and tennis in Berlin, Gar 
Wood's new boat, Chinese regatta, 
Both houses have the chair para-« 
chute demonstration and Londogse 
Steele wrestling. Waly. 





demonstrations in Germany, Su« 
zanne Lenglen preparing for a tene 
nis return, aquaplaning under @ 
blimp and army planes in Texas. 
Waly. 





STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 28. 

With Jack Dempsey as the added 
b. o. lure, it was turnaway business 
at the afternoon shows today (Sat.), 
and augurs a possibility of one of 
those all-too-few profit weeks for 
the downtown ace. The Manassa 
Mauler worked under a handicap, 


being minus his co-star, Lina Bas- 
quette, who is in local hospital suf- 
fering from a nervous breakdown, 
But the ex-champ was equal to the 
occasion, and gave the customers 
an earful of first hand info as to his 
future plans, He is doing the gas 
station interview act, authored by 
Willard Mack, 

F&M unit is ‘Galeties of 1998,’ a 
Larry Ceballos production, having 
for its highlight a robot sequence, 
which is novelty. Line girls are 
completely garbed with tin outfits 
to resemble robots, and serve as a 
background for The Athenas, pair 
of hand balancers who are class 
personified, 

Unit is simply, though effectively, 
staged, with drapes and columns 
used mostly. Runs heavily to danc- 
ing. Wally Vernon, comedian, m.c.’s 
all the way, and most of sustaining 
falls on his shoulders. Several of 
his gags were a little raw, and one 
or two stories if eliminated might 
help. 

Wallin and Burns, nimble hoofers, 
and Muriel Gardner, solo stepper, 
revealed mostly in a state of un- 
dress, fit in nicely. Line girls do 
two routines, both on the ballet 
order, besides their robot cavorting. 

Dempsey following the unit, is 
preceded by some scréen flashes of 
several of his ring encounters, He is 
supported by George Morrell, as the 
rube gas station attendant who does 
the interview; Clark Marshall, 
from pics., doing straight, and a boy 
for atmosphere, 


Jan Rubini returned after a sey- 
eral weeks’ absence, and directed 
the overture, a special arrangement 
by himself of ‘Tannhauser.’ Violin 
solo was his own arrangement of 
‘Tonight You Belong to Me.’ His 
popularity was attested by a hearty 
reception, 

‘For Glory and the Girl’ (M-G-M’s 
‘Huddle’) and Fox News on the 





screen, 


OLYMPIA, PARIS 


Paris, July 12, 
Olympia is doing comparatively 
fair business with an Osso feature 
and a comparatively pretentious 
stage presentation by Andre Bay 
titled ‘Beach Games,’ This because, 


especially since the closing of the 
Empire, local vaude stand, picture 
houses are the only places where 
variety fans can see acts, apart 
from night clubs, and presentationg 
are in consequence all the more ima 
portant. 


Show opens with a mixed news« 
reel, immediately followed by an 
animated cartoon, The pit orches- 
tra, directed by Georges Bailly, 
gives a very fair rendition of Rose 
sini’s ‘Barbiere.’ : 

The presentation includes the 12 
Mersey Girls, who having been 
persistently held over for months 
can now be regarded as the regular 
house troupe. With them are the 
Four Kemmys, adagio. Th 
Mounters Quartet, equilibrists, u 
such an amount of props that they 
were canceled after the opening. 


Show is seasonable, displayin 
bathing stuff and pajamas on 
background showing waves brealm 
ing on the beach, 


Then comes the feature, Osso’@ 
‘Bonne Aventure,’ Mazi. 


FISHER, DETROIT 


Detroit, July 25. 


This can be classed as just ans 
other show designed to fill time be« 
tween running of the feature. Tale 
ent is good, but just that. Ted 
Leary is back again with his same 
gags, only with the addition of 
Oriole Craven, who looks nice and 
helps on the talk, Without a pice 
ture that will draw this house will 
play to few people, so what diffems 
ence does it make? 

Others are the Six Lucky Boya, 
who haven’t been here for some 
time; Jane Devereaux, who comes 
here from the Michigan with ane 
other routine that got over in a nicé 
way, and the Evans Ballet, who did 
a businesslike set of routines. Pere 
haps the outstanding detail of the 
show was the overture by Sam 
Benavie, who has been at the hougé 


(Continued on page 31) 
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EAST and DUMKE 
‘Sisters of the Skillet’ 
Comedy 
11 Mins.; One 
Palace, Chicago 
Lately identified over the air with 
Ivory soap theq two husky men 
are back to vaudeville where they 
learned the tricks and got the ex- 
perience that enabled them to be- 
come radio celebs. Because their 
background is theatrical they stand 
out among radio acts like a com- 
edian among stooges. Theirs is the 
confidence, the poise and the in- 
fectious personality that kindly- 
disposed critics look for and do not 
find in most radio entertainers dar- 
ing the glare of the footlight pan. 
What particularly captivated the 
Chicago audience was their mimicry 
of the various characters in the 
nightly Amos’ n’. Andy radio turn. 
This was an excellent bit of vocal 
trickery and eomparable with the 
originals in fidelity. That bit alone 
would put the boys across. 


Although formerly stationed at 
the piano, Dumke now uses that 
pivot only for a short snatch of 
notes. He and East work standing 
up and apart from the piano 
throughout. As both have power- 
ful pipes there is no need for a 
microphone except for some comedy 
uses. Their voices and their dic- 
tion fill the furthermost recesses 
of a modern theatre. 

In the style of their radio tom- 
foolery they open by reading topsy- 
turvy questions and giving lunatic 
to the problems pro- 
pounded. They get away with a 
bit of their reliable harmonizing 
and for an encore have a cute simple 
dance routine that is funny because 
they are both 220-pounders, 


In short, a great comedy act 
backed by a radio reputation. 
Land 
em 


JEAN WHITE (2) 
Son i 


gs 

14 Mins.; One 
Prospect, Brooklyn 

Though loaded with good niate- 
rial, the act fails to muster up much 
of a kick. Shows every sign of be- 
ing in need of lots of polishing and 
emoother routining. Jean White has 
the looks, the figure, the personality, 
but as for the suave touch of the 
diseuse in giving hr characters 
sidelights and overtones, that’s an- 
other matter. When caught the sin- 
gle seemed handicapped by a cold 
and that may account for the awk- 
ward intensity she appeared to be 
working under. 


Each number in her repertoire 
gives indication of rich possibili- 
ties for human interest and comedy 
appeal. First item is a cleverly 
written burlesque on the current 
ether topliners that failed to click 
as it should have. ‘Just a Jane in 
the Chorus’ number made better 
headway, while the teary gimgack 
retailing the tribulations of a coun- 
try jane who's always losing her 
job finally brought Miss White into 
her own. Though slightly over- 
drawn, the character fashioned by 
this impersonator cracked them 
wide open all around for laughs and 
approval. 

For the romp-off Miss White 
strips -to shorts and a band of 
organdie here and there, goes into 
one of those ‘I Want to Be Naughty 
But Nice’ ditties and tosses in a 
step or two for good measure. It’s 
@ sudden and wide shift of meter, 
this finale, but serves the purpose. 
Anvway, it reveals what the sun can 
do to a jolly pair of shoulders. 

Male pianist assists. Odee. 


SAM BERNARD, tl (5) 
Comedy Skit 
30 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Prospect, Brooklyn 

The first mistake Sam Bernard II, 
nephew of late Sam Bernard, makes 
is trying to do a unit instead of an 
act. With not a lot of even near- 
sock material in his skit, the 30 
minutes running time is overboard. 
So is some of the comedy, a portion 
of which falls pretty flat. As is, 
Bernard's skit is only for the smaller 
houses, where the patronage is more 
or less lenient. 


The deck of a boat forms the set, 
with Bernard as a passenger with a 
German dialect and a flair for the 
ladies. He works most of the gags 
with a steward, but does some with 
femme feeding. The gag of the 
ringing bell which causes the lady to 
walk in her sleep, done in Minsky 
burlesk, is included in the material 
for the finishing bit leading up to 
the finale. 


A single dancer in an acrobatic 
routine stands out. She exhibits fine 
form and a dancing technique that 
merits attention. Another dance sin- 
gle, fair, is also worked into the act. 


Bernard has an effective German 


dialect and sales manner, but lacks | 
What | 


material in his present skit. 
he needs most in addition to a check 
on running time is a good material 
writer, Char. 


HAL LEROY (2) 
Dancing, Singing 
15 Mins.; One 
Palace 

Instead of helping young Hal Le 
| Roy's dancing, whoever framed this 
}act hapdicapped it. Fortunately the 
boy’s sensational ability manages to 
surmount the handicap, but it's 
foolish to make him struggle for 
something that is so easily within 
reach, 

The stager’s idea apparently was 
that to have LeRoy step out and do 
a couple of dances wouldn't con- 
stitute a vaudeville act. So trim- 
mings were added. Result is that 
the trimmings are a burden rather 
than a help, and LeRoy’s couple of 
dances are the act anyway. 

A dancing girl and singing boy 
are the support. Girl is young, nice 
looking and a proficient dancer. The 
boy’s singing doesn’t belong in the 
same act. As bad as the singing 
are the routine and the bits of chat- 
ter connecting the various items. 
LeRoy looked like a young Jack 
Donahue out on the Palace stage. 
Along with his sparkling feet are a 
natural comedy pan and an unas- 
suming manner that suggest some- 
thing besides plain dancing ability. 
Bige. 





TASTYEAST JESTERS (3) 
Singing, y 
12 Mins.; One and Two (Special) 
Fordham 
Trick harmony trio, now off the 
air but booked on RKO by NBC. 
Last on ether on the Tasty Yeast 
program alone, previously on that 
hour with Col. Stoopnagle and Bud. 
Typical of numerous radio acts in 
vaude lately, this one qualifies 
rather better than the average. 
Audience up here proved enthusias- 
tic. 
Trio uses a mike. It occasioned 
one unkind remark in the audience, 
a lady asking herself audibly: “Why 
don't they use a phonograph.’ This 
may explain that the desires of 
some fans are to hear their air favs 
as they naturally speak, not as they 
sound over mikes. ' 
Opening on a dark stage for a 
bit, a baby spot from the flies effec- 
tively lights up the trio as they're 
revealed around the microphone. 
One of the three boys plays the uke 
throughcut, other two on a hillbilly 
angle doubling for harmonicas. 
The routine is along novel lines 
and diverting. In its earlier stages 
the comedian of the trio does his 
version of ‘Red Riding Hood’ in 
Swede dialect. The boys also try a 
gag but it’s a pretty old one. 

Closing is ‘I'm Forever Blowing 
Bubbles’ in Swedish with some 
novelty twists. 

Could have encored up here on 
Thursdey night but didn’t. On 
second. Char, 





FORSYTHE and SEAMON (3) 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 

17 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Prospect, Brooklyn 

Charlie “orsythe, not so long ago 

of Forsythe and Kelly, has whipped 
up for himself a sweet little froth 
that’s chuckful of all the ingredients 
that it takes to wow them, particu- 
larly in the nabe purlieus. In Addie 
Seamon he's got a gal of Kate Smith 
proportions who can deliver, and 
deliver hot and plenty, in comody 
and harmonizing. While the ether 
femme in the act packs a line of 
stooging, warbling and hot stepping 
that wraps it up into a _ perfect 
threesome, 
Hefty girl's mugging and dry 
comments from the sidelines socked 
them for a steady row of laughs 
when caught. It’s a special gift 
here, with promise of bigger things 
to come, Revealing a _ standout 
knack for timing her gags and kat- 
zenjammers so th they can’t miss, 
Miss Seamon conveys the illusion of 
pulling her stuff on the impulse, a 
quality that heightens the reaction 
to her fun many fold. 

Picture of this 250-pounder clam- 
bering atop a piano and then trying 
to find a way to get down provides 
anitemt Ct in itself would be suffi- 
cient to es’ blish the turn as a 
comedy gvu-getter. But this is mere- 
ly a drop in a cascade of monkey- 
shines and cross-fire that puts For- 
sythe and Seamon down as an ex- 
hibit that a booker need not worry 
about when faced with filling a mid- 
section or next-to-closing niche on 
any five-act bill. Odec, 





ZINGONE 
Sleight-of-hand 
11 Mins.; One 
Paradise, New York 

Louis Zingone has been around, 
but hasn't yet reached the files. 
He's a personable performer who 
manipulates cards and  hankies 
mostly working with the usual small 
stand and going into the audience 
for some assistance, He utilizes a 
rope trick also and pulls the make- 
believe expose gag. Here No. 2 on 
a five-act program and over big. 
That looks like his spot on the ‘B’ 
grades, Shan. 


i 





Roger Wolfe KAHN’S ORCH. (22) 
Band and Specialties 

23 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Palace 

A good, listenable band is a good, 
listenable band whether or not the 
leader additionally sells himself as 
a personality boy, or whether he’s 
simply content with letting the 
music speak for itself. Young 
Roger Wolfe Kahn is the latter type 
ot leader. No hocus-pocus baton 
waving, no offside hoofing and no 
super-selling. That's a violation of 
the accepted custom for present-day 
maestros, but the act is neverthe- 
lees good entertainment. 

Kahn has his back to the audi- 
ence 90% of the time, quietly lead- 
ing his musicians. He peeks out at 
the customers between numbers 
when announcing through a mike, 
but doesn't face the audience direct- 
ly wntil the curtain closes in. 

Five specialty people, including 
two single girls and a male harmony 
trio, and Kahn’s 16-piece band pack 
the turn’s 23 allotted minutes pretty 
solidly with entertainment. Num- 
bers range from straight musical 
selections by the orchestra to a high 
kick dance number by a loose- 
legged girl, Melissa Mason. Act's 
other girl is Gertrude Neisen, a good 
looker from the nite clubs, who 
sings. Her second of two numbers 
is an imitation of Lyda Roberti, 
but she doesn’t have to give imita- 
tions. Harmony trio works alone on 
the apron or as props on the band- 
stand, always singing through the 
mike. 

Kahn's selection of numbers and 
the arrangement make the straight 
music interesting enough for stage 
purposes. It sounds extremely 
danceable, and that sheuld re-estab- 
lish Kahn among the standard 
dance band leaders of the town. 

Bige. 





SLATE BROS. (3) 
Knockabout, Dancing 
11 Mins.; One 
Palace 

From a straight dancing act the 
Slate boys have developed a combi- 
nation hoofing-knockabout affair 
that falls in the comedy category. 
If they departed from straight step- 
ping because that field is over- 
crowded and on the wane, they 
merely jumped from the frying pan 
into the fire; for what they’re now 
doing also has plenty of competi- 
tion. Few former rhythm danee 
teams and trios are not doing 
knockabout at the present time. 

Perhaps for the time being the 
change may prove an advantage to 
the Slates. When dancing only 
they were confined to the No. 2 
spot. Some elasticity has been 
gained through the switch, and it 
may allow for later spotting. 

The added knockabout takes up 
the entire first part and is bad as 
often as it’s good. About halfway 
the boys start dancing. For a time 
they mix dancing with assault and 
battery and the combination looks 
stronger than either the dancing or 
the knockabout by itself. They 
might develop the turn more along 
the combo lines, 

Did well No. 2 Saturday, but no 
better than with straight dancing in 
the same spot during their last Pal- 
ace engagement. A couple of ‘hells’ 
too many and a dialog encore that’s 
in bad taste could be forgotten. 

' Bige, 





ROXY TRIO 

Singing, Dancing 
11 Mins.; Two (Special) 
Prospect, Brooklyn 

Consists of Wee Willie Robyn 
with the big voice, who was with 
Roxy’s gang and in picture houses; 
Jeanie Lang, billed as having been 
in Paul Whiteman’s ‘King of Jazz’ 
(U) and her brother Arthur, prob- 
ably best known for having sung on 
the Maxwell House Coffee hour. Act 
is only a mild session of entertain- 
ment, but with re-routing and more 
material will do better. 

Hach does a bit at the opening, 
after being introed by Arthur Lang, 
who also introing himself goes into 
a pop arrangement. Two men fol- 
low in ‘Lord, You Made the Night 
Too Long,’ okay, and up to this 
point act has been fairly worth- 
while. It sags from here to the end, 
with Jeanie Lang’s song from ‘King 
of Jazz’ topped by dance double 
with brother, bringing out little. 

The novelty interpretation of 
opera, very long, closes but delivers 
weakly. Closed show here. Char, 


REGGIE McNAMARA and LARRY 
LAWSON 


Bicycling Novelty 
6 Mins. 
Audubon 


Two profesh bike riders, one of 
whom, Larry Lawson, hails from 
neighborhood in which Audubon is 
located. Probably a booking only 
for this theatre, but tame as an at- 
traction. Except where bike riders’ 
names mean something at b. o. not 
an act. 

Both McNamara and Lawson have 
poor stage presence, Ted King, 
house's m. c., worked with them and 
repeated what McNamara started 
to tell about some of his spills, lat- 
ter’s voice not carrying over the pit. 
Then the riders staged a race on 
treadmills. Only moderately excit- 
| ing. Char, 








PALACE, N. Y. 


After a good start and a $3,000 
profit in its first week of combina- 
tion bills, the Palace is trying to 
keep up prosperity with a very good 
six-act layout and ‘Roar of the 
Dragon’ (Radio) on first run. The 
talker was originally booked for the 
Mayfair, but sidetracked into the 
Palace at the last minute. It wasn't 
considered strong enough for 
straight film playing across the 
street, but satisfactory as a running 
mate for a good vaudeville show. 


The acts individually and the bill 
collectively are effective enough to 
successfully fight off the effects of 
an epidemic of dancing. Less meri- 
torious terp stuff in such a large 
quantity would have been ruinous. 
There's stepping in every act but the 
opener, Willi Mauss, and two of the 
six, Hal LeRoy and the Slate Bros., 
are 100% on the hoof, 


Mauss, the Slates and Adelaide 
Hall, ene, two, three, give satisfac- 
tion, but the bill gathers its real 
strength through the comedy sock 
No. 4 by York and King. From then 
on it’s a cinch, with LeRoy and the 
Roger Wolfe Kahn orchestra never 
in doubt, 


LeRoy, Kahn and the Slates are 
under New Acts, York and King and 
Miss Hall have’ enough new ma- 
terial almost to class as brand new 
also. This newness about the whole 
show is refreshing. Between new 
acts and pictures, the Palace has 
changed more than it seems from 
the boards outside. There haven't 
been three New Acts on one Palace 
show in years. 


Mauss’ four minutes on the big 
wheel comprise the briefest and 
most thrilling opening act extant. 
That start gets the Slates off rather 
slow, since they're now trying 
knockabout at the start instead of 
going right into the hoofing. The 
boys recovered and made the grade 
easily. once they got started. 

Miss Hall's principal change since 
her last Palace date is the applica- 
tion of strange hand gestures to her 
singing. This is noticeable from the 
start, but, lest somebody muff it, 
Miss Hall later stands between a 
baby spot and a white screen and 


makes shadow pictures on the rear’ 


wall. It doesn’t help the singing 
much, but it’s a novelty and well 
dene. This versatile colored girl 
now sings almost entirely, cutting 
down on the dancing. 


York and King’s 18 minutes start 
off in a prop sleigh, with Chic and 
Rose continuing te botiince from 
force of habit for at least five min- 
utes after getting out of the snow 
buggy. The fast. and furious King 
antics later on make the act the 
smackeroo it always is there and 
anywhere, 


LeRoy’s next to closing, although 
that spot could have been held down 
by any other turn, which is the best 
indication of the bill's all around 
ability. Young Kahn, with 16 mu- 
sicians, two specialty women and a 
harmony trio, uses 23 minutes to 
close and never lags. 

Business light throughout the 
opening show Saturday, Bige. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 23. 

Second of the five-act units to 
play here is 100% vaude, every act 
packing a punch. Budgeted at $2,- 
700, if quality is maintained, they 
should prove draws for RKO. No 
names on this bill. 

Current unit has Lya and Wolf, 
trapeze act; Bobby May, juggler; 
Evans and Mayer, singing and talk- 
ing; Don Santos and Exie, hoke 
comedy, and Dave Jones and Peggy, 
five-people flash, playing in the 
order named. 

Lya and Wolf, short and snappy, 
go through three fast routines on 
the traps, selling all well. Oke for 
an opener and got three legit bows. 
Bobby May deuced with his class 
juggling. May does not need the 
hokey stooge he uses, who detracts 
from the juggler’s work. 

Evans and Mayer followed. Ray 
Evans, one time pianist at Coffee 
Dan’s here, has acquired a lot of 
showmanship in the past few years. 
Miss Mayer, former partner of 
Percy Bronson, still retains a fetch- 
ing voice and knows how to use it. 
Team pleased with three sengs and 
a flock of gags. Everything ,they 
did registered. 

Don Santos and Exie next to clos- 
ing. Santos wears out his welcome, 
doing close to 20 minutes. Better 
than average in his hoke line, he 
overdoes it. His dancing and bits, 
particularly the clowning Chevalier 
imitation, are good vaude, and land 
neatly. Miss Exie sings two num- 
bers but has little chance to display 
her voice, due to Santos’ clowning. 

Dave Jones and Peggy close with 
a fast routine of dances. Margie 
Johnson and Emily Verdi fill: in one 
change with a control dance. David 
Kraft takes care of the second 
change with a stair dance. Looks 
and ability of Jones and Peggy give 
the show a fast get-away. Audi- 
ence went for everything, a well- 
filed house giving the acts strong 
support on opening performance. 

‘Road of the Dragon’ (Radio), with 
a cast of good names, should help 
the house get above average for the 
week. Pathe News completed screen 
end of the performance, y 





Cali. 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Barely half a house was on hand 
for the finis curtain of the State's 
first show. Crack little bill linea 
up for the occasion was certainly 
deserving of a better turn out. A 
pull-‘em-in headliner hasn’t been 
included, but the setup notwith-. 
standing was replete with al! the 
makings of a tiptop variety enter. 
tainment built along modern lines, 
Runoff impressed as slightly dragcey 
in spots, but these were the types 
of ruffles and knots that can easily 
be smoothed out for subsequent per. 
formances. 

Four lookers in the Hazel Man.« 
gean troupe threw the proceedings 
into fast tempo from the starting 
point with a dazzling whirligig of 
acrobatic steps, somersaults, flip. 
flops, cartwheels and whatnot. Ob. 
served that the girls’ garb has been 
considerably smartened up, with the 
effect all to the act’s good. 

Mae Usher took over the deuce 
spot and made a merry eight min.« 
utes of it from the very entrance, 
That dialectic ode of withering sar- 
casm titled “I Knew Him When’ 
landed with all its cleverly studied 
effect and collected plenty in the 
way of chuckles and applause. For 
the windup Miss Usher elected to 
depend on one of those burlesques 
on radio, now an item in practically 
every vaude single's repertoire, but 
outside of her sizzling interpreta- 
tion of a pop number the thing 
didn’t click nearly as well as what 
had preceded. 

Ball of good humor kept popping 
right through the next item, Frank 
Radcliffe, aided and abetted by 
Gene Rogers. This dusky pair of 
lads have a smooth, precise way of 
tossing out their exchange so as to 
get maximum returns. Nothing new 
this stringing together of a lexicon 
of jawbreakers without rhyme or 
meaning among the darker frater- 
nity, but the way these boys handle 
the twist of comedy gives it a dis- 
tinct style. Exhibition of that pair 
of pipes, which had him singing 
with equal flair both in baritone and 
falsetto tenor was generously ap- 
preciated all around, while Gene 
Rogers’ adroit tinkling of the keys 
mopped up on its own, 

Sammy Krevoff came through 
with the breakneck, whirlwind per- 
formance expected of him. Flash 
the master of ballet pirouetting has 
built around himself canries four 
young lookers almost equally adept 
at twirling the toes. Impersonations 
by this foursome of Adeline Genee, 
Pavlova, Marilyn Miller and Har- 
riet Hoctor were well fashioned. 
Turn registered solidly on the bow- 
off. 

It took Wiliam Demarest a little 
time to get started, but once they 
began to yield, they were his all the 
way. There’s one gag, however, 
that might bring a twinge of dis- 
taste here or there and could be 
omitted without taking much out of 
the act. And that’s the ege about 
the turnstiles in the subways. Es- 
telle Collette with her violin was in 
pleasing evidence, as always, and 
the old Demarest ‘cello clowning 
routine unlimbered the usual flood 
of hilarity. 

Alex Hyde and his 11 femmes, on 
the closing assignment, have a band 
turn filled with an assortment of 
distinctive musical angles. Routin- 
ing shows much improvement since 
Jast caught. Hill-billy number at 
the opening caught on nicely and 
proved just a prelude to a raft of 
entertaining fare dished up in show- 
manly manner. Special applause 
honors went to Ruth Burns, a carol- 
ling lass with a moan that now hits 
the mike perfectly. Smart, well 
balanced and indicative of shrewd 
showmanship is the most recent 
Alex Hyde creation, and well de- 
serving of the noisy reception given 
him at this performance. 

‘Winner Take All’ (WB) and @ 
quintet of newsclips make up thé 
State’s screen fare for the —_ 

Or 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. | 


Lon Angeles, July 21. 

The $900 budgeted vaude bill of 
six acts plus an m. c. this week 
looks and plays like several times 
the money. Plenty of sock handed 
out by standard turns provides the 
best stage entertainment seen in 
this house in some time. 

Opening is the Novelty Clintons, 
trick jumping act, which just clesed 
for F. & M. Punch is Clinton's 
ability to cut apples, light matches 
and do other stunts with his feet 
while jumping. Girl partner is just 
a walk-on. Well received. 

Johnny Kiado, accordionist with 
a load of personality, romped 
through seven minutes of groan box 
squeezing. Lad has a flock of malé 
‘it’ and the flaps interested. 

Donald Kerr, formerly Kerr and 
Effie Weston, with a girl billed 4s 
Fay, retains all his former flip man- 
ner but is too fast for his partner. 
He runs through the gag routines 
like a big-timer working a supper 
show. 

Inez and Dewyn, class acrobats 
next. Inez displays an abundance of 
class and can show up most of the 
youngsters doing control work, 
Dewyn, too, is an excellent sales- 
man. None of their stuff is overly 
difficult, but their salesmanship 
shouts big time. 





Gifford and Pearl, next to closings 
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yun the gamut of hoke, with Miss 
pearl depending on falls for laughs. 
Roughhouse comedy following the 
two previous acts curdied. Blue 
material got several nervous laughs. 
vey Amsterdam, m. ¢., filled in 
with a cello solo. He has been in 
the house for five weeks and is be- 
ginning to show the wear. 
Six Lucky Girls, who closed for 
RKO in San Franciseo, concluded 
the performance, Girls work two 
augmented chorus routines and one 
specialty, latter acrobatic eontrol. 
Fine looking girls, they landed on 
appearance and ability. 
‘Winner Take All’ (WB) on its 
gecond run, the feature, with Uni- 
yersal News, Looney Tune and Rip- 
Jey short rounding out the bill. Bus- 
iness just fair. Cau. 


PROSPECT, BKLYN 


Brooklyn, July 23. 


Until a week ago this oldtimer of 
the former Keith string had been 
without vaudeville for a long time. 
Buddenly it was ehosen for a pop 
yaudfilm policy at low prices, play- 
ing five acts each half. Show can’t 
and shouldn't cost a lot, according 
to the bill as revealed Saturday. 


House is located in a mixed resi- 
dential and business section of 
Brooklyn im the midst of a half 
dozen grind doubie-billers, top price 
of any of which is 20c. Most of 
them, including Avon, less than a 
Dlock away, are 10-centers. Avon 
goes one better by offering free candy 
to all kids on Saturday mats. Other 
small houses in the section are 
Eden, Garfield, 16th Street, Globe 
and Washington. 

House was nearly filled on its 
lower floor Saturday afternoon, but 
more than half of the seats were 
occupied by children. They come in 
for a dime on mats and lic. at 
nights, so a heavy play from them 
is hardly a house's salvation, re- 
gardiess of the policy. 

Adult scale is 20c. mats, inelud- 
ing Saturday; 35c. evenings, Mon- 
day to Friday; 40c. evenings, Satur- 
day; 35c. mats Sunday and 50c. 
nighis. It’s probably the lowest 
ecale for vaude and pictures of any 
chain house in Greater New York. 
That means, under present over- 
head with five acts and picture, 
house must do a big turnover to 
avoid the red. 

It cannot be forecast whether the 
Prospect policy will work out, but 
when nearly every other RKO nabe 
has dropped vaude after years of it 
and located in better residential sec- 
tions, it looks doubtful for this one. 
The lower price may help, but with 
it theatre must play toe plenty at- 
tendance. age 


— 

House ostensibry was placed back 
in vaude as a spot wherein to show 
new acts.” With RKO having only 
the Palace and Albee in addition to 
this one now in vaude, perhaps it 
was felt that the circuit had to have 
some house for new act break-ins 
and the Prospect looked like it. But 
why the need for new acts now? 

In addition to Kenneth Harlan 
and Al St. John, previously caught 
at the Fordham as a new act, others 
are Roxy Trio and Sam Bernard II 
in a skit. The Harlan-St. John 
team heads the bill in next to last, 
the Roxy Trio closing. 

It’s a below average vaude show, 
with no perceptibly important box 
office except possibly Harlan and St. 
John from pietures. Feature is ‘Dark 
Horse’ (FN). It isn’t the sort of 
picture that would have a natural 
draw for the kids, yet they were in 

eavy attendance at the Saturday 
afternoon performance. 

Harlan and St. John, assisted by 
an unbilled woman, are the bright 
epot. Roxy Trio (New Acts) mild 
on entertainment. Wee Willie Ro- 
byn, formerly of the Roxy Gang; 
Jeanie Lang, who was in Paul 
Whiteman’s ‘King of Jazz,’ and her 
brother, Arthur, previously on the 
Maxwell hour, form the act. An 
opera novelty number closing is 
neither so novel nor so showman- 
like, latter due in part to its length. 

Sam Bernard II (New Acts) pre- 
ceded the Harlan-St. John comedy 
turn. Bernard, a nephew of Sam 
Bernard, heads a skit billed as ‘Ber- 
muda Bound,’ with four people in 
support. Among them an acrobatic 
dancer stands out boldly. She's 
about the best stepper on the show. 

Freddie Pisano No. 2, with two 
People aiding. ‘Wop’ comedian has 
a few good gags, but plenty that are 
mild. The special verses for a fin- 
ish include that old one about the 
wind blowing ladies’ dresses high 
and dust in the bad man’s eye. But 
the kids over here even went for 
that, so on applause Pisano, like 
the others, went over big. 

The Monge Troupe opens. Their 
act works a little slowly in spots, 
includes a somerseult from a spring- 
board stunt to three high and 
Smashes over with the triple somer- 
Sault to a chair. All in all a rather 
disappointing show even for medium 
tastes. 

_Benny Roberts is over here in the 
Dit. He was at the Palace for years. 

No one can say there isn’t quantity 
over here regardless of what the 
feeling may be about quality. In ad- 
dition to featiire, orchestra overture 
with a vocal bit, five vaude acts 
and the usual ‘must’ Pathe News, 
program includes three shorts, ‘Sing- 
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PALACE, CHICAGO | 


Chicago, July 23. | 

Triple headlined by East and 
Dumke, Everett Marshall and Herb | 
Williams the Palace this week has 
a bill as pleasing as it is costly. 
East and Dumke, who prefer to be 
known as ‘Sisters of the Skillet,’ 
their radio designation, were given | 
the largest cheltenham and the 
deuce spot at the same time. That's 
an unusual spot to find the head- 
liner, but on this bill it was the 
natural and ideal inning for the 
boys. 

Roy and Romero, devoted mostly 
to hoofing, opened. Crooning sister 
team appeared to be new and for 
that reason comment on their lack 
of precision can be charitably omit- 
ted. Besides one of the girls took a 
sit-down as embarrassing as it was 
impromptu. Act is dressed most at- 
tractively and has speed and zip 
with the blonde girl having the trim 
class and liquid grace of a candi- 
date for better things. 

East and Dumke (New Acts) have 
been absent from the varieties for 
the past three years or so, although 
during their radio career they have 
made numerous personal appear- 
ances, ‘Variety’ carried a news story 
of them over @ year ago as a vaude- 
ville team that radio lifted from 
$350 weekly to the munificent total 
of $1,250. Shunning the piano al- 
most entirely the boys are now do- 
ing comedy throughout instead of 
relying, as in their trouping days, 
upon harmony. Their success at 
the Saturday matinee was achieved 
with deft ease. 

Everett Marshall mentioned a 
cold, but it was hardly noticeable 
to the untutored ears of the average 
customer. In other words, the stal- 
wart baritone boomed over to un- 
critical acceptance. 

Herb Williams, like the unpaved 
Main Street in some jerk water 
town, has the charm of perma- 
nence. Even while making a men- 
tal memorandum of its age and out- 
ward lack of originality, his material 
is welcomed. Not a line has been 
changed or added. Not an extra 
lift of the eyebrows or a new trill 
to the musical bells is there to break 
the illusion of an established and 
unaltered comedy classic. 

Just off the choo-choo a few min- 
utes before they made the opening 
matinee and with the girl sans 
make-up, Carl Shaw and Company 
started slowly but built strong. That 
Shaw boy has not only the mak- 
ings but the realized actuality of 
high class comedy. He has a good 
fareical style, can talk, can sing a 
little, Teoks nice, and is a dancing 
and acrobatic audience-wower. 
Which is by way of prelude to the 
question: why isn’t he in lights? 
Obviously a case of talent without 
reputation. A condition he should 
remedy. 

Radio’s ‘Roar of the Dragon’ is 
the feature. Biz not good Saturday 
afternoon. Land, 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, July 20. 

Reems, Rto and Kitchell open the 
vaude bill with a slow-motion fight 
over a girl. Men do burlesque 
dance together and girl does ballet 
number with those joy and agony 
expressions of a beginner. Man 
does impersonations of types who 
patronize taxi dance halls, his best 
being the sax player who uses the 
girl's backbone for keys. Other 
male does forward and backward 
walkovers and trio put on novelty 
dance with girl. 

Grace Barrie, brunet, who looked 
lovely in a white dress, sings in a 
voice that’s just her size and type. 
Followed with two pops and gets 
over in great shape. 

Paul Kirkland, ladder walker and 
balancer, does most everything. 
With one. chair upside down bal- 
ances another chair on legs, and 
with heavy femme sitting in upper 
chair, carries them across stage for 
a good trick finish. 

Larry Rich and band, with other 
entertainers, headline, and how! 
Dressed in comely white suit, tall 
black hat and wearing tiny mus- 
tache, Larry introduces act with a 
song. Miss England Ong, Chinese, 
called m.c., but Larry does most of 
her work. Cherie (Mrs. Rich) sings 
‘Got to Go Where You Are.” Lad 
with good voice sings a few lines 
and red-headed girl dances as three 
femmes sing through megs. Mem- 
bers of band do solo and group 
numbers to advantage and entire 
group sings theme song, ‘We're 
Working for Larry Rich.’ Trio of 
girls sing ‘Sleepy Time Down 
South’ as curtain parts, revealing 
lazy negro lying in front of old log 
cabin. Negro lad comes to life and 
gives a fast novelty dance. Rich 
goes through audience, shaking 
hands and introducing people to 
each other. (Introduced ‘Variety’ 
mugg to lovely blonde across aisle, 
but couldn’t get her phone num- 
ber.) Introduced father of lad on 
bill, Denver native, also 





| 


lad’s 


Youngster imitates several singers, 
and Larry and his wijfe do comedy 
turn for the close. Best orchestra 
act here in months. Not too long 
and plenty doing all the time, and 
with just about’ enough girls to give 
it change of pace. 


‘Is My Face Red?’ on the screen 
makes excellent companion to 
vaude, 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, July 21. 

This is ‘Opportunity Revue’ week | 
and, except for two acts, lecal ama- 
teurs provide practically all the en- 
tertainment. The pair of outside 
numbers comprises Gwynne, a ma- 
gician, and Benny Ross, comedian 
The ‘Opportunity Revue,’ closing 
the show, ran for more than an 
hour. Sponsored and heavily pub- 
licized by a leading newspaner 
here, it was advertised as having 
a cast of 150, including ‘100 beauti- 
ful girls,’ 17 lavish scenes and elab- 
orate costumes. 

William Smythe and Jack Dona- 
hue deserve credit for having ac- 
complished as much as they did 
with the material available. But 





;one 





the mediocrity of talent imposed a 
heavy burden upon them and they 
were not entirely successful, 
the result that an atmosphere of 
amateurishness pervaded most of 
the performance. 

If the business attracted by the 
show and the lack of enthusiasm 
with which the entertainment was 
received even by the small classless 
audience at this late evening show 
arc any criterion, once will be 
enough for this sort of thing. How- 
ever, as a result of splendid ex- 
ploitation, the theatre garnered 
heaps of free newspaper and other 
publicity for the stunt. 

Gwynne, using a full stage and 
assisted by two good-looking girls, 
opened the show with an ordinary 
magic act which consists mainly of 
sleight-of-hand tricks and produc- 
ing people and objects from trick 
cabinets. Nothing startling or ex- 
traordinary here, but a satisfactory 
opening number. 

In the deuce spot, Benny Ross, 
offering impersonations of George 
Jessel, whom he greatly resembles 
in appearance, voice and style; 
Harry Richman, Maurice Chevalier 
and George Washington Dewey, 
proves aeceptable. His comedy ma- 
terial could stand improvement and 
his singing rates as far superior to 
his comedy. A girl does some high 
kicking and acrobatic dancing and 
also serves less successfully as a 
foil for some of Ross’ comedy pat- 
ter. As the dumb, bored type, she 
is not so funny. 

The ballet numbers were by far 
the best part of the ‘Opportunity 
Revue,’ some of the 24 girls boast- 
ing good looks and many of them 
demonstrating pep and fair dancing 
ability. Costuming and staging of 
the numbers .merited praise. The 
comedy skits were crude and suf- 
fered from the performers’ ama- 
teurishness. Not much can be said 
for the singing or the specialty 
numbers, 

On the screen Pathe news, the 
local newsreel and ‘Night World.’ 


Rees. 
FISHER | 


(Continued from page 29) 
a long time and seems to know 
what they want. 

House is in a tough spot. Over 
the summer it gets second choice 
of pictures, and other times it gets 
third or fourth. This has been 
going on for years till the rep of 
the house is for n.s.g. pictures. A 
smash picture is a novelty. So the 
house has dropped from the money- 
maker of two or three years ago to 
a headache as *. now is. And that 
with a very nice lease in which the 
Fisher (Bodies) Bros. help carry 
the load. Lee. 


‘FOX, FRISCO 


San Francisco, July 21. 

A hybrid booking if ever there 
was one, this combination of Schu- 
mann-Heink and Gilda Gray was 
the basis of much publicity and the 
cause of beaucoup business. House 
knocked ‘em over with a very good 
$37,000. 

Palms for the business and ap- 
plause belong to Schumann-Heink, 
who made the hotcha part of the 
show pretty lukewarm stuff in com- 
parison to her valiant effor®. At 71 
the gray-haired contralto ean still 
pipe off glorious notes and pos- 
sesses—and, what's more, uses—a 
grand sense of humor. Hers was 
|nothing less than an ovation when 
she walked on stage for this closing 
night’s show. Her sense of humor 
came to view when a representative 
|of the mayor and the Legion clam- 
| bered on ._age to read from several 
'sheets of paper ‘an epistle of love! 
lfrom our fair city,’ at the conclusion 
lof which Schumann-Heink cracked 
| ‘I never see anyt dy so solemn in 
my whole life.’ 

F. & M.’s ‘Ubangi Idea,’ following, 








with | 





dancing teacher, Sylvia De Gaetano, | was a hodge-podge of Gilda Gray’s 


| 


oldtime Orpheum circuit trouper, to 
audience. 

Larry divided house into sides 
with leaders—one side to applaud | 
saxes and other the brasses. 
it a happy family party. Miss Ong | 
sings ‘Mary Lou’ in Chinese, and a | 
goof dances. Ralph Hodges sings | 





ing Waters’ (Talking Picture Epics). 
Just Pals’ (U), and ‘Romance’ | 
(Educ), a cartoen. Char. : 


and yodels, and Henry Sweetlips, | 
eolored chap, dances  snakehips. . 


| 


hip wiggling, tap dancing, acrobatics | 
and Roy Cummings’ knockabout 
comedy. 


As an overture \’alt Roesner con- | pit as fiddler and doubling with the} 


medley, beautifully done, featuring 
the vocal chorus of 18 and Thorstein | 
Jensen as violin soloist. 

‘Unashamed’ (M-G) 
screen, 


held 
Bock. 


Made ducted the orchestra in a Schubert jlarynx at the overture. 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, July 23. 

This week the building of a local 
unit is eliminated, with Benny 
Meroff and his intact show taking 
its place. The unit goes over ina 
big way. The faults, if any, are 
minor and will be corrected, with 
substitution slated for next 
week. Ann Roth leaves the unit, 
replaced »y a girl unnamed as yet. 
The show is fast and gets over. | 
Show carries very much in evidence 





| 
} 
| 
| 


the N. Y. Palace trademark, ‘You 
can’t take it,’ with the usual busi- 
iness. Several other blue bits out 





of order for the family trade, } 


Unit builds Meroff to good advan- | 
tage. He does plenty and has a | 
group of assistants that also do 
plenty. Walter Powell is a great 
asset. He has kept in all hie origi- 
nal act, and in addition sits in with 
the band, playing the various 
numbers, and also clowns. 


Band style suggests etudy of 
Waring and Heidt, but with more 
emphasis on hoke and clowning. 
Band fitted to play a house with a 
weekly change policy on a holdover 
with obviously enough material to 
stay and build. Heidt played the 
Fisher for three consecutive weeks. 


In addition to Ann Roth, who still 
gets the big plug as Lillian’s sister, 
another girl, Florence Gast, dances 
and is used for a couple of bits. 


Lou Forbes in his second week as 
conductor continues to please, es- 
pecially on his own arrangements. 
These and a lighter touch than this 
house has been using for overtures 
have been very effective building 
the front part of the show up. Di- 
viding his overture up to allow for 
a little of the classic and a lot of 
the jazz to please all. Don Miller 
uses a medley of southern tunes, 
gotten up so that if the audience 
wants to sing they can, and if they 
don’t it listens well. Picture ‘Laay 
and Gent’ (Par) fair. Lee, 


CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, July 23. 

Since Loew sets the local pace, 
and this house is the pride of the 
Loew locals, then the Century may 
be classed as the ace spot of the 
burg. Theatre is situated on Lex- 
ington street, which is this town’s 
loop, Times Square and Fifth ave. 
all in one, Street is narrow and 
winding, Result is a small-fronted 
theatre and a narrow hidden 
marquee. 

Two theatres on the spot, the 
Century holding the main fort, 
while the Valencia is upstairs. Both 
are United Artists-Loew owned, 
which fact is blazoned in electrics. 

To the Century come the units, at 
present the Fanchon & Marco 
shows. But the house, feeling the 
sharp —— of the vaudfilm 
indie Hippodrome, has dropped the 
deluxe flash billing for its shows 
and is now selling them strictly as 
vaude lineups, billing them in the 
ads as though there were eight 
acts. 

It’s a flesh battle at present be- 
tween the two houses, though the 
Century has all the breaks when it 
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LOEW’S PARADISE 


If NTG can bring the present 
show in toto to his Broadway res- 
taurant the Minsky’s might feel the 








competish. NTG gets some high 
class stooges for his act, even 
pressing the Rooneys, father and 
son, into service. That's besides the 
full balance of the vaude part of 
the current show. NTG'’s part is 
really a mixture of amateur and 


pro cabaret and burlesque stuff. 


NTG has been around long enough 
to know what they want. The belly 
laughs he gets from the audience 
that’s made up of kids and women 
mostly is sufficient evidence. 


Presumably this house has shifted 
from unit production to a combo 
vaude policy. Currently it runs te 
every variety. The stage entertain- 
ment taking close to 100 minutes 
dovetails, the first half or 50 min- 
utes going exclusively to vaude and 


good stuff. Remainder with NTG 
highlighted. It all goes over ase 
caught, 


Hard to figure the biz as shown 
Saturday matinee. Lower floor that 
looked kind of scant at opening 
filed % towards close of the stage 
entertainment. The film, ‘Winner 
Take All’ (FN), seemed to have no 
newcomers, 


Acts included John and Mary 
Mason, roller skaters, opening; Zin- 
gone, sleight-of-hander; the singing 
quartet of Brems, Fitz and Murphy, 
and the Rooneys. Zingone is the 
new. The Mason act looks like a 
NTG portion. All or nearly all the 
players stooge for NTG in the finale 
and thus bring the punch inte 
Granlund tomfoolery that worke 
off and on the stage as well as into 
the audience. 


Zingone chatters as he acts in the 
usual fashion plying mostly card 
and handkerchief tricks. His per- 
sonality overcomes some of hie 
weak gaggery and the meagerness 
of his magical offerings. He also 
works in the audience. 


The Masons carry off their whirl- 
ing tricks nicely as the male half 
swings his partner and some of the 
NTG audience plants around. 


NTG pulls the usual paper ball 
throwing for opening and his act 
moves from ‘one’ to full and a cafe 
setting and back again for a finale 
that spots a dancing Mexican cab- 
aret scene. No particular art to the 
thing from a color or vaude point 
but it satisfied the customers whe 
responded lustily. ‘ 


The restaurant man has fewer 
girls in the show. Those he shows 
have no particular talent, including 
the cooch dancer. A couple of semi- 
nudes including this girl. 

The Brems quartet could reap @ 
better harvest by eliminating the 
attempt of one of the members at 
Hebe lingo and low comedy. It’s 
not only done badly, but it’s over= 
done besides. 

Rooneys clipped the house for all 
it was worth with the interesting 
angle that even the kids im the audi- 
ence applauded the pair. In next te 
elosing in their familiar routine they 
were a howl. 

Trailers and newsreels rounded 
out the program that ran over 196 





comes to the film product. Has 
Paramount, Metro, UA, Warners, 
and First National, though its sister 
run spot, the Stanley, of course gets 
some of this. 

Present show is ‘Chains’ Idea, 
with house giving F. & M. no 
mention. Has even eliminated the 
Sunkist tag for the chorus, the girls 
in this show being labeled as Danc- 
ing Darlings, an act. 

Show was heavy on the comedy 
and therefore highly welcomed to 
the fair-sized mob that was in for 
the evening on the opening Friday. 
Doesn't compare with the old crowds 
that used to s. r. o. here at nights, 
but then the current flicker, 
‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par), has no 
sock name to bring ’em a-running. 

silliing gave Gold and Raye the 
big position and a spot analogous to 
next-to-closing. The comedy hoof- 
ers took sufficient falls and tossed 
each other around enough to earn 
the best take of the show. Nell 
Kelly supplied the sex appeal, and, 
though it was heetic and mad-cap, 
proved potent. 

Paul Mall, working in white-face, 
started ’em early and kept them go- 
ing. His array of comics was suf- 
ficiently fresh, and the only bit that 
failed was the closing narrative 
parody on pop tunes. For a while 
it goes nicely, but falls off at the 
close, 

By hat-juggling Paul Nolan se- 
cured additional laughs, and the re- 
mainder of the show was vocalized 
and adagioed by Frank Stever, Ka- 
rels and Kay, and Georgene and} 
Henry. Production flash still draw- 
ing hand-smacking in this town, 





‘though many burgs are about 
chilled to the tinsel. 
Large orchestra here led by! 


George Wild for the overture, which 
was oke, but the band was slipshod | 
in its treatment of the acts’ music, | 
missing cues, over-playing and un- 
der-playing. Though opening day, 
the show was the fourth that day. 
House has Ellis Farber, 
radio entertainer, working 


local | 


in the} 
Will do! 
among his friends and neighbors. | 

Only other material on the show | 


| was Hearst-Metrotone newsreel, no G ae 
the | doubt caused by the length of both | VT°V® 
ithe feature and the presentation. 


minutes, the stage end ineluding the 
organ rrnning more than half or 
114 minutes, Plenty of show, any- 
way. Shan, 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, July 228. 

With the craze on in most pice 
ture houses for ‘bigger and better’ 
stage shows with ‘bigger and bet- 
ter’ name lineups, this theatre has 
the Fanchon & Marco ‘Cocoanut 
Grove’ unit. It consists of a group 
of star imitators. Where the Para- 
mount across the street is splashing 
three or four\big names, the Fox 





splashes with imitators of » the 
names. On the roster are imitation 
Laurel and Hardy, Lupe Velez, 


Anna May Wong, Marlene Dietrich, 
Charles Chaplin, Robert Montgom- 
ery, Joe E. Brown and Harry Lang- 
don. 

But the Fox in order to do a 
really ‘bigger and better’ job of ft 
has decided to augment the list, 
So the house on its own added imi- 
tators of Harry Richman and Rosa 
Ponselle, Laugh that off! 
Strangely enough, as those things 
go, it’s not a bad show, containing 
a considerable amount of actual 
amusement value. What helps 
probably more than any one other 
thing is that it’s off the beaten 
track of the usual FP. & M. thing— 
it has originality. 

Only one set, supposedly the in- 
terior of the Hollywood restaurant, 
with . reddy Mack’s house pitmen 
occupying most of the stage. Freddy 





acts as m.c., though bowing te 
Betty Compson (only actual ‘in 
person’ name) occasionally. No 
line of girls makes it that much 


more unusual, though a half dozen 
male and female extras are used 
for cafe atmosphere; they just sit 
at tables. 

To begin, Mack, in one before 
the traveler, intros Miss Compson, 
who invites audience to attend her 
‘party at the Cocoanut Grove.’ Cur- 
tains open, Mack croons into a mike 
with the gang dancing. Seated 
again, a Dorothy June is announced 
as ‘the darling of the Cocoanut 
and comes on for a fast 


(Continued on page 46) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (July 30) 
THIS WEEK (July 23) 


Numerals In connection with bills below Ind.cate opening Gay ef 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (30) 

Cc & J Preisser 

Jack Miller 

Kate Smith's Orch 

(Three + a 


Captain Mauss 
3 Slate Bros 
Adelaide Hall 
Yorke & King 
Hal Le Roy 


Fur Fashion Show 
(23 

3 French Misses 

June Carr 

Summers & Hunt 

Horace Heidt Orch 


DES MOINES 
Paramount 
2d half (3-5) 
Fuller Rawson & D 
Kane & Hazelton 





Roger Kahn Orch 


(Others to fill) 

















AT THE 
BROOKLYN PARAMOUNT 


THIS WEEK 


GEORGE PRENTICE 


Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 














Porcelain Romance 
Maker & Redford 
Hobart Bosworth 
lim Timblin 
uss Cogenee Or 


(23) 
Russian Revels 
King Bros & Cully 
Smith & Puck 
Fatty Arbuckle 
Lester Cole Co 

Madison 


24 half (27-29) 
Amerique & Neville 
Josephine Harmon 
Wally Sharples Co 
A & F Lak 


Palace 
ist half (30-3) 
Walter Walters 
eville Fleeson 
Three to fill) 
2a half (4-6) 
Leo Henning Co 
Mickey McGuire 
Daphne Pollard 
Herman Hyde & N 
Mangean Intern'ls 
2d half (279) 
Chevalier Bros & A 
Boyce & Marsh 
Grace Hayes 
Vie Oliver 
Blanche Calloway 
BOSTON 


Boston (30) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Boyce & Marsh 
Blanche Calloway 
Al Norman 
Lander Bros 
Crystal 3 


(23) 
8 Ft of Rhythm 


Walter Walters 
Leedom & Stamper 
Biumberg’s Co 
Keith’s (30) 
‘Willie Mauss 
F & G Hubert 
Harry J Conley Co 
Welcome Lewis 
Hal LeRoy Co 
Yorke & King 
Barney asp? Orch 


Louis Mosconi Co 
Fortunello & Cirill 
Joe Morris Co 
Hobart Bosworth 
Russ Columbo Orch 
Richie Craig Jr 
Miacahua 
CHICAGO 
lace (80) 


¢ 
Bud Harris & B 
Floyd Gibbons 
Al Wohliman 
Fur wae Show 


Roy & Romero Rev 
Sisters of Skillet 
Herb Williams 
Everett Marshall 
Carl Shaw Co 





KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (30) 
Ted — Sa 


(23) 
Beehee & Rubyatte 
Sheldon & Frayne 
Harry J Conley 
DeVito & Denny 


LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (30) 
3 Cossacks 
Cole Bros 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Sid Marion 
Princess Wahletka 


Lya & Wolf 
Bobby May 

Evans & Mayer 
Don Santo & Exie 
Dave Jones & P 


LOUISVILLE 
Rialto (31-3) 
Vernon Rathburn 

J & K Lee 
Nick Lucas 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (4-6) 
Orville Stamm Co 
Leavitt & Lockw’d 
Roisman's Co 
(Others to fill) 


MEMPHIS 
State (4-6) 
Fuller Rawson Co 
Kane & Hazelton 

(Others to fill) 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (30) 
Colby & Murray Rv 
Pillard & Hillier 

Alice Joy 
3 St Foye meee 


) 
Arthur LaFleur 
Swanee & Daly 
Lamb & Bellit 
Withers & Moran 
Seiler & Wills 


NASHVILLE 


Princess 
Burroughs & 
Great Huber 
(Others to fill) 

NEW ORLEA 
Keith’s (30) 
Gray Fam 
Frank DeVoe 
Welch & Hills 
Donatella Bros Co 
Orville Stamm Co 
(23) 
Kane & Hazelton 
Davis & Darnell 
Nick Lucas 
OAKLAND 
Keith’s (30) 
Clemens Belling 
Al Abbott 
Harrison & Elmo 
Joe Herbert 


Cole Bros 

Harris 2 & Loretta 
Sid Marion 
Princess Wahletka 
Sharon DeVries 


















July 


CARL | 
( 


30, Seattle, Wash. 











State Lake (30) 
Bill Robinson Rev 
(23) 

Johnny Dove 
Scooter Lowry 
Pepito 
Hutchins & Smith 
Joe Howard Co 
Benny Ross 
Roisman's Co 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (30) 
Corbitt & Convey R 
Joe E ward Co 
Owen eGivney 
Sisters of Skillet 
wad pepatel 


(23) 
Kikutas Fam 
Sammy Cohen 
Floyd Gibbons 
Delivery Boys 
Miss Vanessi 

105th St. (30) 
Fiochi Sis 
Snoozer Jr 
Summers & Hunt 
Jordan & Woods 
Dawn Sis & C 

(23) 

3 Aces 
Dave Harris Rev 
J & K Lee 
Manny Landers Or 
DENVER 
Keith’s (30) 
Dwift M’tc’lt & F 
Carieton & Balilew 
Willie West & McG 


OMAHA 
Kelth’s (30) 
Reems Rio & K 


Bert Lytell 
Ryan & Noblette 
Naro Lockford 
(23) 
Fioche Sis 
Gaston Palmer 
Jordan & Woods 
Corbitt & Convey R 
Joe Penner Co 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (30) 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Neal Sis 


Rath Bros 
Johnny Perkins 

23) 
Clemens Belling 
Al Abbott 


Harrison & Elmo 
Joe Herbert 


Dainty Ann Howe 
Joe Kelsoe 

James Hall 

Hill & Hoffman 


Lorraine & Digby 
Bob Ripa 
Sid Page 
Thomas 5 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (30-3) 
Kitayamas 
Chas Kemper Co 
Frances White 
A & F Lake 
Leo Henninig Co 
2d half (4-6) 
Dorothy Vinette Co 
Bomby Co 
Art Frank 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (27-29) 
Arthur Petley Co 
Maker & Redford 
Geraldine & Joe 
Jim Toney 
Hilton Sis 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (30) 
Chevalier Bros & A 
Vie Oliver 





Carl Freed 
(23) | 
H’ward S'‘deile & B 


Grace Hayes 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Georges Carpentier 





Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (28) 
Abe Lyman 
Warren William 
Bette Davis 
(Two to fill) 
Boulevard 
Ist half (30-2) 
Fred Weber Co 
Stan Kavanagh 
Reggie Boyd Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (3-5) 
Blanche Collins Co 
Jack Pepper 
Four Juveniles 
(Two to fill) 
Orpheum 
ist half (30-2) 
Kay, Hamlin & K 
J&wN Kelly 
Radiolites 
Joe Lewis 
Youngsters of Y'd'y 
2d half (3-5) 
Ruth Ford 
Al Tucker Orch 
Whiteside A & B 
(Two to fill) 
29) 


Paradise ( 
Nelson’s Elephants 
Reilly Kids 
Mills Kirk & M 
Selley & Fields 
H Timberg Co 

State (30) 
4 Casting Stars 
Jerome Mann 





Carl Shaw Co 
Radcliffe & Rogers 
Alex Hyde Co 
(Valencia (29) 
J & M Mason 
Zingone 
Brems, Fitz & 
Pat Rooney & 
N T G Co 
ASTORIA 
Triboro 
ist half (30-2) 
LeBlan-DuCharme 
Collins & Pettersen 
Al Tucker Orch 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (3-5) 
Ray Shannon Co 
Joe Lewis 
Dance Cargo 
(Two to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Century (30) 
George Sidney 
Bill Telaak Co 
Una Merkel 
Anna May Wong 
Wesley Eddy Band 


re . . (30) 
Serge Flash 
Yvette Rugel 
Novello Bros 
Joe Phillips Co 
J & B Willing Rev 
CITY 


M 
Jr 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 








Anatole’s Co 

Bob Murphy 

(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave. 

1st half (30-2) 

4 Juveniles 

Ray Shannon Co 

Jack Pepper 

J Starnes Co 

(One to fill) 

2d half (3-5) 

King King & King 

Christy & Notore 

Radiolites 

(Two to fill) 

Metropolitan (30) 

4 Manjean Girls 

Buster Shaver Co 





Belle Blanche 

Solly Ward Co 

Milton Berle 

B Minnevich Bd 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (30) 

Winnie & Dolly 

Jerome & Evelyn 

Cardini 

Eddie Hanley 

Modena’s Rev 
PALISADES 
Loew’ 30 


Aerial DeGraffts 
WASHINGTON 
Palace (30) 
‘Chains’ 





WARNER 





ELIZABETH 
Ritz 


ist half (29-2) 
James Evans Co 
Chase & LaTour 
Gallo & Tisen 

2a half (3-5) 


(One to fill) 

Ist half (22-25) 

Philmore 

Jack Walsh Co 

Lee Morse 

Reggie Boyd Co 

Anthony & Rogers 

2d half (26-28) 

Martelis 

Worthy & Tho’pson 

Keller Sis & L 

Ryan & Noblette 

Dance Fashions 

PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (29) 





Gordon’s Dogs 


4 Queens 
Edgar Bergan 
Pease & Nelson 
Jack Mulhall 
Rimacs 

Lewis & ine 


James Evans Co 
Audrey Wyckoff Co 
Howard Fine & H 
Don Zelaya 
Young & Brent 
Bob Murphy 
Dorothy Co 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (29) 
Chapelle & Carlton 
Rosette & Luttman 
Jack Little 
(One to fill) 
(22) 


Marcellus Dancers 
Davey & Rosemarie 
Lewis & Ames 
William & Davis 








Gracie Barry 
Larry Rich 


(23) 
Bill Robinson Rev 
PORTLAND 
Keith’s (30) 
How'd Sadelle & B 


Lorraine & Digby 
Bob Ripa 


(23) 

Large & Morgner 
Sibylla Bowan 
Milt Douglas 
Peter Higgins 
White & Manning 

PROVIDENCE 

Keith’s (30) 
8 Ft of Rhythm 
Geraldine & Joe 
Landt 3 & White 
Kenneth Harlan 
Al St John 
Eddie Garr 
Blumberg’s Co 

(23) 

Model Bakers 
Rubin & Tally 
Porcelain Romance 
Herman Hyce & M 
Rosetta Duncan 
Diaz & Powers 

ROCHESTER 

Keith’s (30) 
3 Aces 





Mitzi Green 


Scooter Lowry 


Fanchon & Marco 





BROOKLYN 
Fox (30) 
‘Clean Up’ I 
Mills & Shea 
Rhythmettes 
Alex Callam 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Joe Christy 
Verna, Sylvia & R 
Sunkist Ens 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (30) 
‘Impressions’ I 
Natacha Nattova 
Four Flushers 
Ducalion 
Joe Rose 
Corinne 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (30) 
‘Happiness Show’ I 
Eddie Peabody 
Jessie Draper 
Jack & Jerry 
Joy Boys 
Mary and Marge 
Martha Vaughn 
Tom & Hank 
Tivoli (30) 





‘Malibu Beach’ I 
Raquel Torres 





Bernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Gilbert Bros 
Henri Therrien 
Sunkist Ens 
Uptown (30) 
‘Night Club’ I 
Holland & Knight 
Deszo Retter 
Wilton Crawley 
Rudy Kaye 
Petch & Deauville 
Janice Walker 
Sunkist Ens 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (30) 


‘Reflections’ I 
Russell, M’coni & J 
Marietta 
Ward & Pinkie 
Don Neece 
Sunkist Ens 
DES MOINES 
Paramount (30) 
‘Buddies’ I 
Johnny Burke 
Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 
Irwin & McAvoy 





Dancing Doughboys 


DETROIT 
Fox (30) 
‘Tahiti’ I 
Reri 
Bernardo De Pace 
Celine Lescar 
Gresham & Blake 
Park & Clifford 
Gus Elmore 
Lloyd R Miller 
Sunkist Ens 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (28) 
‘Stitch in Time’ I 
J & J McKenna 
Tommy McAuliffe 
Five De Cardos 
Harriet Mortimer 
Topsy Lee 
Torney Ens 
LOS ANGELES 
Loew's State (29) 
‘Cherry Blossom’ I 
Frank Gaby 
Orantos 
Dorothea 
Jue Fong 
Sunkist Ens 
MADISON 
Orpheum (30) 
‘Mystery’ I 
Michon Bros 
Du Val 
Wynn Wayne 
Sunkist Ens 
MEMPHIS 
State (30) 
Bert Walton 
Pepito 
Jack Randall 


Danny Beck 
Consuelo Gonzales 
Paul Jones 
Steve Savage 
Anna Chang 
Judy & Cheroa 
Julian Hall 
Derothy June 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (28) 
Edwards’ Stars 
Eddie Bruce 
4 Albee Sis 
Bill Aronson 
Kay Fayre 
Tony Pagliacci 
John Tio 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox 


o 
Ist half (29-31) 
‘Star Gazing’ 
Wally Vernon 
Athenas 
Wallin & Barnes 
Muriel Gardener 
"SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (29) 
‘Sweet and Lovely’ 
Blanche Sweet 
Cc & C Stroud 
Chamberlin & H 
Loc Lorraine 
Al Rinker 
Catchalots 
SEATTLE 
Seattle (28) 
‘Movie Circus’ 
Monte Blue 
Monroe Bros 





Paco Moreno 














JACK POWELL 


Superlative Syncopation 


SUPPLIED 


Surefire Style 
Via 
LEDDY & SMITH 














Johnny Hyman 
Harriet Nawrott Co 
UKEE 
Wisconsin (30) 
‘Mickey, Minnie M’ 


Bros 
Sanna & Loomis 
Foster & Van 
Monty & Carmo 
Toots Novelle 
Minnie Mouse Ens 


‘Pat’ West 
Lee Port & D 
Pablo 
Elmer Herling 
Rosie Marie Carter 
Myrna Modie 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (30) 
‘On the Riviera’ I 
C Montenegro 
Red Donahue & U 
Edwin George 
Lottie Mayer Jr 
Agnes Knox 
Sunkist Ens 
OAKLAND 
Fox (29) 
‘Bombay’ 
Flo Lewis 
Pasquali Bros 
O’Connor Family 
Gaylene Sis 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (30) 
‘Star Night’ I 
Betty Compson 





Realtor 
Freethy Co 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (30) 
‘Trixie Friganza’ I 
Moro & Yaconelli 
Stadler Rose 3 
Paul Howard 
Bunny Bronson 
Ruth Layne 
Mark Pepper 
Keene 


‘Hello Parree’ 
Ghezzi Bros 
Lynn Cowan Co 
Ramon & Virgiinia 
Roshier & Shags 
Sunkist Ens * 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (28) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Elvira Tanzi 
Earl Askam 
Chas Boyle 
John Merkyl 
Nennette Vallon 
John Wagner 
Kenneth Rawley 
Sylvia Shore 
WASHINGTON 
Loew Fox (30) 
‘Chains’ I 
Gold & Raye 
Paul Mall 
Frank Stever 
Karels & Kay 
Georgene & Henry 
Sunkist Ens 





LONDON 





BRIXTON 

Astoria (25) 

24 Corona Kids 

Peter Bernard 
CAR 


DIFF 
Capitol (25) 
Keith Gerrard & M 

DUBLIN 
Capitol (25) 
Giovanni 
Frisby & Trainer 
Romeo & Juliet 
FINSBURY PARK 
Astoria (25) 
Glorifying the B G 
Tiller Ens 
3 Prontos 
Enid Ralph 
Moss Vernon Co 


pire 
Gracie Fields 
Dinks & Trixie 
Figarus 
Eric Randolph 
M & H Nesbitt 
Chester Does 
Bobby Ulrac 
Pell & Little 
Horace Kenny 
Les Plerrotys 


Paramount (25) 
Barbette 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount (25) 
Edith Day 





Week of July 25 


Bert Taylor 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
Chas Austin Co 
Tom Fooley 
Doris Ashton 
Arthur Pond 
Short & Dalziel 
Effie & Sylvia 
Vedras 
Doris O’Shea 


STRATFORD 
Empire 

Melsa 
Dorothy Lena 
Gandey’s Circus 
Horsburgh Bros 
Kingsley & Forde 
Bert Lloyd 


STREATHAM 

Astoria (25) 
A & EB Daros 
Peter Bernard 

VICTO 


Palace 
Babe Egan Bd 
Helen Binnie 
Rate da Costa 
Revnell & West 
Harum — Scarum 
Ray Girls : 
Katrina & Valerie 
Lily Morris 
Andre Sarran 
Lucille & Benstead 








RYAN and NOBLETTE 


‘are both original and funny.” 
Washington ‘Post,’ W. B N, 














PROVINCIAL 








CANTERBURY 
M. H. Music 
ist half (1-3) 
Paul Grey 
Helene Co 
2d half (4-7) 
Golden 4 
Olivette & Barry C 
CARDIFF 
Empire 
Haig Escoe 
Les Trois Matas 
Michel 
EDGEWARE RD 
Grand (1) 
Geddes Bros 
4 Dancing Middies 
CLAPTON 
Rink 


ist half (1-3) 
Golden 4 
O & B Chatt 
2d half (4-T) 
Lloyd & Hill 
Melvilles 
EAST HAM 
Premier (1) 
3 Virginians 
Danny Lipton 3 





Week of July 25 


EDINBURGH 
Empire 


Talbot O'Farrell 
Ancaster 
Irene Forde 
Selkirk & Glyn 
Valliere 
Claude Lester 
Norman Clare 
Charles Robbins 
Morris & Cowley 
Mamie Soutter 
GLASGOW 
Empire 
Sita Devi 
Jack Warman 
Linga Singh 
Alec Halls 
Edwin Lawrence 
Paul England 
8 Desmond Girls 
6 Lias 
Leap Year Waltzes 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace (1) 
Dixieland . 
KILBURN 
Grange (1) 
Bonetti Broa 





May Huxley 





Picture 


Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (22) 
Harry Richman 
Bert Lahr 
Sylvia Froos 
Pearl Osgood 
Eleanor Powell 
Crawfords 
‘Mme Racketeer’ 
BROOKLYN 
Paramount (22) 
Eddie Lowry 
Allen & Canfield 
Peggy Bernier 
Carlton Bros 
Wheeler 2 
George Prentice 
Dick Liebert 


BUFFALO 
Buffalo (22) 
Runaway 4 
Betty Fraser 
Paul Sydell Co 
Johnny Bryant 
Crawford & Caskey 
‘Lady & Gent’ 


DETROIT 

Fisher (22) 
Benny Merofft 
Walter Powell 
Red Pepper 
Ann Roth 
Florence Gast 
3 Playboys 
‘Lady & Gent’ 





Gvosnys Ballet 
Gertrude Concann'n 
Varney & Butt 
Barker & Wynne 
The Playboys 
Hal Duke 
Retters 

LONDON 
New Victoria (1) 
Jack Hart Bd 
Hawaiian 3 
Murray Stewart 

MANCHESTER 
Pal 


ace 
Jack Hilton Bd 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire 
Nixon Grey 
Mary Ragen 
5 Sherry Bros 
Williams & Hayden 
Theb Greene Sis 
Paddy Drew 
The Buckleys 
Osborn & Perrier 
Wallenda’s Sea L 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema (1) 
3 Australian Boys 
Syd Royce Co 
NILE END 


Melvilles 
2d half (4-7) 
Paul Grey 
Helene Co 
Keith Wilbur 
PECKHAM 
Tower (1) 
24 Kliftons 
Palace (1) 


Mande Sutter 
Grade & Roth 
SHEFFIELD 
Smpire 
Hetty King 
Harry Tade Jr 
Wensley & Dale 
Flood & Claire 
Marie Lawton 
Frank Ivalla 
Grffiiths Bros 
Geo Hirste 
SHEPARDS BUSH 
Pavilion (1) 
Massed Bds 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Empire 


mp 
Payne & Hilliard 
2 Especials 
STRATFORD 
Broadway (1) 
7 Hindustans 
Lillian Budess 
a ae | | 





Empire 
ist half (1-3) 
Lloyd & Hill 


Palace (1) 
Kenede & Hanake 
24 Breezy Babes 





Cabaret Bills 





Central P’k Casino 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Club Calais 


Jean Malin 

Lew Garcia Orch 
Francis Dunn 
Arthur Budd 
Colleen Adams 
Enters & Borgia 


Connie’s Inn 


Baron Lee Orch 
J’zzlips Richardson 
3 Little Words 
Alice Joyce 

Cora Green 

Baby Cox 

Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 

Lois Deppe 

Willie Jackson 
Bon Bon Buddies 


Cotton Club 
Aida Wara 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 
Roy Atkins 
Peaches & Duke 
Brown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Don Redman Orch 
H’llyw’d Restaur’t 
Tommy Tucker Or 
Barron Judeth 
Faith Bacon 
Andre 4 
4 Climax’s 
Theo Thane 
John Walsh 

Nut Clab 
4 Eton Boys 
Nutsy Fagan 
Vic Dunne 
Joan Sennett 
Walsh Bros 
Billie Lane 
La Belle Rose 
3 Crane Sis 





3 Taylor Sis 
Casper & Lake 


Cafe de Alex 
Marie Valday 
Maria Alvarez 
Enrico Clausi 


Gorde Birch Orch 
Dells 
Ritz Bros 


J & E Torrence 
Joan Abbott 
Rome & Dunn 
Gus Arnheim Orch 
Edgewater Beach 
Irene Taylor 
Stanley Jacobson 
Dusty Roades 
Bmil DeSoivi 
Harlan Hassburg 
Chas Agnew Orch 
Frolics 
Romo Vincent 
Rose & Ray Lyte 
Lillian Barnes 
Yvonne Morrow 
Ruby Shaw 
George Devron Or 





Russian Village 
George Nelldoft 


NEW YORK CITY 


Bobbie Tremaine 
Cook Sis 

La Belle Rose 
Enoch Light Orch 


Paramount Grill 


Beth Challis 
H'ly’w Collegians 
Melba Mason 
Oscar Grogan 
Julie Jenner 


Rainbow Ina 


Chris Pender 
Selma King 
Rudolph & Chicita 
Al Goldman 
Honey Maye 
Frankie Freda Or 


Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 

Misha Usanoff 


Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 
Village Barn 


Reilly & Comfort 
Pope & Thompson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astweood 
4 Blazes 
Alma Smith 
Crockett M’'tneers 
Ted Faith & Kris 
Emily Day 
Babs Perkins 
Sh'riff J’sh Medders 
B’shf'l H’k Warren 
Teddy Black Orch 
Hunter Isle Inn 
Geo Owen Orch 
Buddy Kennedy 
Kerr R'usseaus & K 
Edith Griffith 
Kentucky 2 
Pavillion Royal 
Guy Lombardo Orch 


CHICAGO 


Inna Miraeva 
Vera Streleska 
Vova Prozenko 
Prin Gedevanova 
Marutsia Morozova 
Jasha Yakoviefft 
Shura Petroff 


Terrace Garden 
Tex Morrisey 
Florrie O'Day 
Reynolds Sis 
Libby & Katya 
Joe Cassidy 
Frankie Masters Or 

Lincoin Tavern 
Louise Cook 
Ivy Anderson 
Kid Charleston 
Fredi & Moriet 
Earl Burtnett Or 

Vanity Fair 
Jack White 
Julia Gerity 
LaFayette & LaV 
Genevieve Tigh 
Leo Wolf Orch 





port show. 


what it takes in 
summer days. ‘A 








High Cost Shows 


—_ 


(Continued from page 1) 
lowest ‘salaried headliners at the 
Palace in many years. 

Next week the 
headline Jack Haley and Frances 
Williams along with a heavy sup- 
Capitol’s current bill 
holds over, but another name show 
lined up includes Warren William 
and Bette Davis, 
names in on a studio booking, and 
Al Trahan is booked to follow. The 
Paramount also has Norma Tal- 
madge and George Jessel 
month as an $11,000 team. 

It’s become a weekly reminder of 


Paramount will 


Warner picture 


next 


New York these 
$8 show for a 


dime,’ the theatre boys call it, 


Hollywood 


(Continued from page 8) 


bard Robinson, Warners, promising 
to co-operate. 





Equity Sues McGuire 
Actors’ Equity has filed suit for 
$3,700 against William Anthony Mc. 
Guire. Claim author owes that 
much on a_note he signed in pay. 
ment of wages on ‘Twelve Mileg 
Out’ in New York five years ago. 


Lipsitz Returns 
Harold Lipsitz returns to Fox to 
write the screen treatment on Rich- 
ard Haliburton’s ‘Royal Road to 
Romance.’ Lipsitz was formerly 
Fox scenario editor. 


Metro’s ‘Fu Manchu’ 
Metro has bought Sax Rohmer’s 
‘Mask of Dr. Fu Manchu.’ Script« 
ing being done by Courtney Terett, 


Roach Outs 
Bert Green, fictionist, brought 
here by Hal Roach to write special 
material for the Pitts-Todd two- 
reelers, dropped. Ditto Leo Mes« 
Carey, director-writer. 


M-G Wants Winninger 
Metro negotiating with Charles 


Winninger to fill a part in ‘Red 
Dust,’ John Gilbert's next. 
Cormack Directing 

Bartlett Cormack elevated ta 


megger at Radio. First assignment 
is dialog director with J. Walter 
Rubin on ‘Phantom of Crestwood.’ 


Lambert Coasting 
Eddie Lambert due here this week 
from Chicago following closing of 
‘Clowns in Clover.’ Will do a week 
at the Paramount, 


Spiegelgass Moves Up 
Leonard Spiegelgass, former as-« 
sistant to Al Rockett at Fox, suc- 
ceeds Bob Yost as head of scenario 
and reading department. 


ERPI’s Sole Burden 

Suit filed last November by Cyrus 
Newton Andrews against the Asso- 
ciation of Motion Picture Producers 
and others for $100,000,000 damages 
for infringement of sound patents 
has been amended in the U. S..Dis- 
trict court with the names of all de- 
fendants except ERPI out. 


Newman with W-W 
Mike Newman back from New 
York to handle special exploitation 
for World Wide under Lon Young. 








Friedman Fox Caster 
Phil Friedman, former U casting 
director, replaces David Todd as 
Fox contact casting director, 


Dropping a Pilot 
Baron Valentin Mandelstam, the 
French government representative 
here, who has been drawing salaries 
from Par and Metro as French 
technical advisor, has been dropped 
by both studios. 


LeMaire’s Added Duties 
Rufus LeMaire, in addition to 
casting for WB-FWN, will also han- 
dle all business negotiations on the 
signing of writers and directors. 
He'll also do the negotiating on 
story material. 


W-W Go African 
Leo McCarey set to direct the 
Wheeler-Woolsey feature for Co- 
lumbia, starting Aug. 20. Picture 
will have an African background. 








Prison Music 
Etude Ethiopian chorus of 25 en- 
gaged by Radio to chant prison 
songs for chain gang picture, ‘Lib- 
erty Road.’ Clarence Muse will sing 
his owp composition, ‘Liberty Road.’ 


Lubitsch’s ‘Angel’ 
I Married an Angel,’ play by 
Johann Vaczary, has been bought by 
Paramount for Ernest Lubitsch di- 
rection. Miriam Hopkins will be 
starred. 





Rodgers, Hart on Loan 
Richard Rodgers and Lorenz 
Hart, Par songwriters, loaned to 
UA to provide a score for Al Jol- 
son’s ‘The New Yorker.’ 


Minors’ Contracts 
Contract between Ruth Hall, 
minor, and Sam Goldwyn up for 
court approval. Seven-year ticket 
runs from $100 weekly to $1,500. 
Contract between Radio and Eliza- 
beth Furness and Phyllis Fraser 
also up. Former will receive from 
$100 to $750 in seven years. Latter 
starts at $30 and ends at $600 in 
same period, 


‘Street’ for Carthay 
Carthay Circle, dark for five 
months, reopens Aug. 5 with U’s 
‘Back Street.’ Universal booking 
sidetracks Radio’s ‘Bird of Para- 
dise,’ penciled in for August run. 


Ruth Biery Overseas 
Ruth Biery, fan mag writer with 
‘Photoplay,’ goes to England Aug. 5 
to write for English fan mags from 
the American angle. 


Horkheimer Moves 
H. M. Horkheimer, indie producer, 
who planned a series of indie fea- 
tures to be made on the Pathe lot 





is, moving to Tec-Art 
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By Claude Binyon 


vv 


Hollywoodland, Friday. 

It’s all over. Mr. Bowery has 
gobered up and gone back to work 
at the studio on account of Tillie, 
and I guess they'll be married after 
all. Worse yet, he hid all his liquor 
and my head hurts and I can’t find 
anything to drink so it will stop. 

There’s only one way that it 
will end. My head will keep hurting 
worse and worse and pretty soon 
T'll be dead. Tillie may think she 
joves me but I’m no good, I guess. 
Whenever I have a chance to be 
nice to her I start insulting her and 
it makes me feel worse than it does 

er. 

4 When I was back in Peoria I used 
to think that I would turn out to be 
a famous stooge in vaudeville and 
people would talk about me making 
good like they do about Mr. Correll 
of Amos ’n’ Andy on the radio, and 
Mr. Tom Gorman who is with RKO- 
Pathe, and Mr. Ben Serkowich who 
got to be a big press agent and police 
chiefs give him badges, and Mr. 
Harry Frazee, who was the great- 
est producer of shows that ever was 
porn in Peoria, but he died. 

Well, when I die my folks will be 
ashamed of me, but after I finish 
this diary tonight I'll write them a 
letter and explain to them that it 
was too much for me being a funny 
man of mystery with sadness in his 
heart. 

And maybe some day somebody 
will see this diary, maybe even Til- 
lie, and she can see in it that I 
really loved her all the time but 
didn’t know how to show it. If she 
can’t see it I'll put it in plainer. 

Tillie, I love you very much, Til- 
lie, and I hope you will be happy 
with Mr. Bowery because he is a 
good man. I don't care about him 
double ‘crossing me and not going 
to the dogs with me, on account 
of how he has a future and I 
haven’t got anything but the banjo 
he gave me. 

I am sorry I can’t buy you that 
home on Broadway, Tillie, but when 
@ man goes to the dogs he hasn’t 


(Continued on page 40) 


AL CAPONE DEVELOPS 
YEN TO BE BARNUM 


Dallas, July 26. 


Prospects of Al Capone graduat- 
jng into the circus biz in post- 
Atlanta days rises out of reported 
dickerings coupling the ex-ganglord 
with the Miller 101 outfit. Under- 
stood that certain Oklahoma real- 
tors are nursing a deal whereby 
Capone would buy the 101 top along 
with 17,500 acres of Col. Zack Mil- 
ler’s Ponca City ranch. . 

Diamond Jack Alterie, Colorado 
dude rancher, is doing most of Ca- 
pone’s talking, although realtors 
claim the latter wants to turn the 
acreage into an Italian colony and 
not a playground. 

Fred Clarke, receiver for the Mil- 
ler properties, admits being quizzed 
by alleged Capone agents, but with- 
holds the name of the prospective 
buyer. 











MARRIAGES 


June Geisler, non_professional, to 
Jose Rodriquez, editor at KFI. and 
KECA, July 23, in Los Angeles. 

Frank Bering, 
Hotel Sherman, Chicago, and Joan 
Winters, dramatic actress, in Maine 
secretly July 7. 


Eddie Smith; Loew agent, and’ 


Frances Short’ of Jean and Linton’ 


(vaude), July 13 in New York. 

Mary Jane Epler, radio singer, to 
Jack Crawford in Everett, Wash., 
July 20. Groom is an orchestra 
leader, 


John Davis, Jr., son of ‘Coffee 
Dan,’ to Jean Gable, non-pro, in San- 
Francisco, July 23. 

Audrey Farncroft, opera singer, 
to Fred Scott, singer, in San Fran- 
cisco, Bride recently divorced from 
Alexander Fried, music éditor of 
S.F. ‘Chronicle.’ 

Winifred. Lenore Davis, singer, 
to Alexander Sinclair Hammond, 
singer, in Los Angeles, June 20. 

Constance Olga Johnson, toe 
dancer, to Bradley Arthur Sheldon, 
in Los Angeles, June 17. Groom 
is a boxing trainer. 

Charles Mack to Mrs. Myrtle 
Buckley at Ensenada, Lower Calif., 
July 23. Groom of the ‘Two Black 
Crows’ (Moran and Mack); bride 


not in the profesh. 
Nacio Herb Brown to Jean Borlini 
Lockhart, secretly, in Virginia City, 








a Stooge 





manager of the 


Jim Thorpe’s Break 


Los Angeles, July 25. 





After some years of hard luck, | 
Jim Thorpe, former widely known | 
athlete, is getting a break locally 
lecturing on the various types of 
athletic competition in the coming 
Olympic games. He will also cover 
the games for one of the wire ser- 
vices. 

Two years ago, the one-time Car- 
lisle star was discovered working 
as a day laborer here. Since then 
he has occasionally worked in pic- 
tures, and recently he organized a 
protective association of American 
Indians who do screen work. 


Chi Showmen Oppose 
17-Mile Coney Plan 
Along Lake Shore 


Chicago, July 25. 
Agitation by politicians and some 
of the newspapers for the erection 
of bath houses, along 16 or 17 miles 
of beach front on Lake Michigan 
is not pleasing local showmen. With 


these attractions now wholly lacking, 
the beaches would become opposi- 
tion to the theatres. 


_ Owk Street beach directly in front 
of the Drake Hotel has depreciated 
nearby Gold Coast property notably, 
so showmen anticipate an ally from 
real estate interests against any 
move to further mar the landscape 
with unsightly bath houses. Natur- 
al and logical development of the 
present movement would be to turn 
the entire stretch of lake front into 
a Coney Island’ with concessions, 
hot dog stands, and all the para- 
phernalia of public beaches, show- 
men point out. 


. It is estimated that on a hot day 
650,000 people go from their homes 
in bathing suits to the various 
beaches all the way from the In- 
diana state line on the south to 
Evanston on the north. Except for 
‘tthe far west side neighborhood a 
substantial part of Chicago’s popu- 
lace has comparatively easy access 
to one or more beaches. No other 
city has such a situation. 

' And well the theatre men know 
it. 














Reno Makes Sure 
Reno, July, 25. 


In all seriousness and with the 
dignity of United States senators 
the Reno city council by unanimous 
vote repealed the city’s Little Vol- 
stead act a few days ago and now 
Reno has no local dry law. The 
act has been on the city’s statute 
books almost as long as the prohib- 
ition law has been in effect nation- 
ally and it has been just as effec- 
tive. 

The measure was repealed by the 
council because members felt that 
Reno would be in national disgrace 


|if by chance the Volstead act was 


modified by the last Congress or a 
tepeal amendment got by the Sen- 
fjte and House. and was submitted 
to the states. 

At any rate the liquor dispensers 
can operate here now without being 
afraid some Reno police officer will 
hop'on‘them. They never have, but 
they might. 





| F eine Fights Tin Hare 


a San Francisco, July 25. 

! Down Town Association has 
joine@ hands with other interests 
in fighting advent of dog racing into 
‘Frisco. A proposed ordinance is 
before the Board of Supervisors 
permitting operation of a racetrack 
within city limits. A pup circuit is 
proposed for the old Recreation ball 
park. 

Meanwhile the neighboring town 
of El Cerrito has two promoters 
after dog track privileges there. One 
has offered to pay $50 weekly in 
license fees, while his competitor 
has countered with a $2,000 a sea- 
son bid. 





Nev., June 20. Songwriting pair now 
together on the coast had kept the 
marriage secret. 

Melvin F. Ballereno, assistant 
'easting director, married in Holly- 
lwood Aug. 12 to Ruth Smith, Uni- 
| versity of Southern California stu- 











| dent. 





Gus the Guzzler 


Minneapolis, July 25. 

‘Guzzling Gus’ Comstock, 
champion coffee consumer of 
the world, with a record of 
gulping 85 cups in three hours, 
has announced that he is ready 
to defend his title in his home 
town at Fergus Falls, Minn., 
near here. 

Gus’ regular business is pea- 
nut vending at state fairs. 


Catalina Takes It On 
Chin, Lower Tariffs 
Failing as Mob Draw 


Los Angeles, July 25. 

Despite additional advertising and 
wholesale price slashing, Catalina 
Island is going through the worst 
season it has experienced since the 
late William Wrigley bought the 
island. Steamer fare to the island 
has been cut from $3 round trip to 
$1.75. 

Figured to attract the mob, island 
features a $25 rate per week, which 
includes everything the resort has 
to offer from room and board to the 
added attractions, such as the glass 
bottom boats, speed boats, fishing, 
dancing and bathing. Even at this 
low tariff business has been terrible. 

Hard hit is the St. Cathrine hotel, 
class hostelry, which has been get- 
ting as high as $24 per day, Ameri- 
can plan. . Rate now is reduced to 
$14 daily, double. Missing are the 

















Adirondack Cabins 
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Dime-a-Creep Banned 


Albany, N. Y., July 25. 

Albany has barred taxi dancing. 
One promoter attempted to open the 
old Clinton Square theatre Wednes- 
day (20) “or one of those dime-a- 
dance affairs and advertised 30 
girls would act as hostesses. 

Before a customer had a chance 
to get in the cops were at the door 
and no one was adinitted. 

The building was converted into 
a restaurant after Chris Buckley 
closed it as a picture house, 


Girl Dives Into Tank 
Of Beer, but Rohan’s 
Show Is Reno Flop 


Reno, July 25. 

For the third time this year Reno 
turned a cold shoulder on a cele- 
bration designed to garner some 
dough for the promoter, James 
Rohan of Oakland, and incidentally 
boost the week-end crowd. of 
visitors. 

Rohan staged his show, together 
with two days of horse racing, but 
the gate was so thin that the horse- 
men had a hard time getting feed 
money and the promoter is out 
practically all the jack he dumped 
into the ballyhoo. 








anchored off the hotel’s dock on 


picture mob yachts which usually 


week ends, Drawing in their finan- 
cial horns, the picture people have 


Booked as the ‘Reno Gold Rush,’ 


show had as its opening feature a 
race from Oakland, Cal., 
between ancient automobiles, all of 


to Reno 


with a 
appended. 


little money on the week ends. 
Summer cottages at the beaches, 


month during July and August, are 
offered for $75 monthly. Higher- 
priced houses cut accordingly. 


left most of their yachts on the ways 
‘for sale’ or charter sign 


Other beach resorts are feeling 
the pinch, with Sunday the only day 
when spenders make the shores. 
Games, dance halls, rides and other 
amusements are for the most part 
closed during the week, satisfied to 
cut the nut in favor of getting a 


which formerly rented for $200 per 


a vintage of 1915 or before. Some 
40 cars started the trip and 20 fin- 
ished. The winner got $500. 

Rohan hoped to pack the populace 
into the race track grandstand at $1 
per head to the tune of $30,000 dur- 
ing the three days, but receipts the 
first day failed to top $2,000. 

There was nothing wrong with the 
show, which included a balloon as- 
cension and parachute drop by a 
girl, a high dive into a tank of beer 
by a girl and the baking of a two- 
ton apple pie. 

Rohan wished the show on Reno 
and hed no local backers. 








By Jack 


‘Tm Telling You" 


Osterman 





TALKING PICTURES IN MY 
OWN HOME. 





Depressed over the passing of the 
‘Follies’ creator, we looked on the 
wall of our living room and asked 
our autographed pictures to write 
a column. First came Zieggy who 
said, ‘Jack, your Dad, Jake Rosen- 
thal, worked for me. When ‘The 
Red Feather was a flop in New 
York he took it on the road with 
Grace Van Studdiford and made 
plenty with it. I begged him to 
wear a tuxedo but he refused and 
wired, ‘Flo, let the ushers and the 
guys in the boxoffice dress up, you 
hired me to get dough and I'm get- 
ting business in a business suit.’ I 
Never wired him again and every- 
thing was okay. ‘ 

‘Remember the time, Jack, you 
came back stage at the New Am- 
sterdam with Dave Stamper and 
sang a song you wrote for Edna 
Leedom, ‘The Ziegfeld Tondeleyo?’ 
I liked the number, put it in the 
show and paid you a royalty. I 
never gave you a job, Jack, but I 
gave you ‘The Three Musketeers’ 
and that’s where you found Mary 
Dolores Daly, so at least you have 
me to thank for a wife.’ 

Then Raymond Hitchcock stepped 
out from another frame. ‘Jackie, 
remember when you came back 
stage at the Globe and wanted to 
join ‘Hitchy-Koo’ and I told you 
you were too young? You know, 
Jackie, your Dad gave me my first 
job. I think you’re a nice kid, but 
why not be a manager? Why be 
bothered with grease paint?’ We 
didn’t take your advice, Hitchy, but 
we haven't been bothered with 
grease paint lately either. 

Who is that dignified character 
Belasco. ‘Hello, my lad. 
a long time since I gave you a pass 





to see David Warfield in ’Peter 


Grimm’ and it scared you so you 
had to leave after the second act. 
Then you went to the coast where 
my brother was manager of the 
Alcazar and he allowed you to be 
an usher because you loved the 
theatre. The last time I saw you 
was at the opening night of ‘Mimi’. 
It cost me a fortune, but I didn’t 
mind it Jack. The theatre is a 
beautiful thing, keep on loving it, 
after all the only thing worth while 
is to love somebody or something.’ 


Jeff De Angelis stepped down for 
a moment to say that the first show 
we saw was ‘The Beauty Spot’ with 
Marguerite Clark and himself at the 
Herald Square theatre. 

There’s a hush, a swish of a 
beautiful fan. Who is stepping off 
the wall now? Nora Bayes. ‘Hello; 
boy. What about that week at the 
Riverside? We had so much fun; it 
was a two-a-day and a great bill 
Then I invited you over to my house 
after the show. Jascha Heifetz was 
there, Edgar Allen Woolfe cooked 
spaghetti, you peaked in the room 
where my three adopted kids were 
sleeping. Those were the good old 
days.’ Yes, Nora, only who realized 
it? 

Who’s that lisping and sputtering 
his way out of the frame now? 
Eddie Foy. ‘You're a pretty: little 
thing,’ he says looking over our 
shoulder at the typewriter, ‘Re- 
member when your mother played 
with me in ‘Piff, Paff, Poof?’ You 
were three years old and I let you 
lead the orchestra one matinee 
while I sang ‘I’m the Ghost of the 
Troupe That Was Stranded in 
Peoria.’ Then we went to dinner in 
Denver and how you misbehaved, 
throwing a spoon at DeWolf Hopper. 

But Hoppy didn’t mind. Under- 
| stand one of my kids was a hit 
lin ‘Cat And Fiddle’ and that Bryan 





= 


stepping out to say ‘Hello’... Dave | is still fooling them in Hollywood. | 
It’s been 


Well if you see all the mob give | 
them my love. Remember when we |! 


(Continued on page 35) | 


at 75 and 


Closing Resort Hotels in Mid-Summer 





Gouverneur, N. Y., July 25. 
Mountains in the New York 
Adirondacks are wearing furrowed 
brows. Almost over night they 
have become dotted with hundreds 
of tiny cabins, run on a hotel basis, 
but, perhaps, not so fussy about 


baggage. 
The owner of one cabin string 


will always talk about the others, 
and the goin’; on are invariably de- 
scribed as more hectic around the 
other side of the mountain. The 
proprietors don’t mind letting a 
sober party pull in and camp, but 
if any evidence of a bottle they 
start calculating the wear and tear 
on the cabin In most of these 
camps payment has to be made in 
advance and a register signed. 


Hot Dog Oases 


The cabin idea has become 80 
popular that almost every hot dog 
stand on the main highways is 
surrounded by stop-over rooms. 
Practically all of the cabins are new 
since the movement didn’t really get 
underway until this summer. In fact, 
it’s probably safe to say that there 
are more carpenters and painters 
working in these mountains now 
than in Manhattan. 

But with the growth is coming 
the inevitable competition resulting 
in price cutting. Where at first $1 
per person was taken for granted 
as the mimimum charge, some of 
the spots are now charging 75 and 
50 cents. 

The first to suffer by this chain- 
cabin wrinkle are the regular 
mountain hotels. Some of these 
have already closed. Others are 
about to darken despite it being 
mid-summer. People who have 
spent their two weeks for a period 
of years at these hotels haven't 
shown up this year. The hotel men 
merely point out of their own win- 
dows down to the slope to the 
shacks around a gas station. 


FANS ALL STEAMED UP 
OVER THOSE DECISIONS 


By JACK PULASKI 

Second fight at the Garden's 
bowl in the wilds of Long Island 
City, between Kid Chocolate and 
Jackie Kid Berg, won by the latter, 
roused the ire of fight writers and 
fans. Had it been a title contest 
there might have been as much 
rumpus as that caused by the 
Sharkey-Schmeling affair. 

Berg put up a courageous, on- 
coming exhibition, as he always 
does, He bored in with fiying fists, 
but it did not look like his nigbt. 
The point score by rounds indicated 
that the Cuban bon bon copped 


seven of the 15 rounds, with Berg 
winning five and the other two 
even. Fight was lively and worth- 
while, but neither man was down; 
in fact, neither has a real sock. 

One judge and the referee gave 
the match to the’ English boy, the 
other judge ruling for the Keed. It 
looked like such a cinch for Choc-’ 
olate that those odds-on boys close 
to the ring were offering four to 
one that the Cuban would cop; and 
no takers. Bon Bon was accurate 
but fought in spurts, permitting 
Berg to pile up points. 

Chocolate was the favorite before 
the match, despite the fact that 
Berg won their first encounter two 
summers ago, at which time Choc- 
olate shed tears. Fans figured that 
the Limey had slowed up and the 
Keed had developed. Chocolate in- 
sists he is better than Berg and a 
third bout between them is due next 
month, There is an added reason 
for the repeat, that of a match with 
Tony Canzoneri for the light weight 
title later in the summer. 

Another outdoor scrap last week 
was a return match between 
Frankie Petrolle and Bat Batttalino. 
tat again lost the decision and 
should lay off those Petrolles. He 
was down for a seven count. 

Last night (25) at the Bowl a 
heavyweight elimination campaign 
was started, Paulino and Schaaf 
mixing it up. Top price was $3.30, 
same as for the Carnera-Gross 
event, which Carnera won at Eb- 
betts ficld. “Humbert Fugazy, who 
promoted the show, took a loss. 
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»s Angeles appeal to the Amer- 
an Federation of Labor for aid in 
eir efforts to get an agreement 
om the producers. Request came 
p at a meeting of the federation’s 
xecutive council in Atlantic City, 
with the latter deciding to take the 
matter under advisement. 
Reported also at the conclave that 
the picture stunt men were organ- 
izing a union on the coast and were 
on the verge of asking for a charter 
direct from the A. F. L. 





President Hoover signs a bill pro- 
tecting the copyrights and patents 
of foreign exhibitors at the Chi- 
cago Century of Progress exposition 
in 1933. 





Reconstruction of that part of the 
Coney Island boardwalk destroyed 
by fire two weeks ago is set for 
completion by Aug. 15. Money for 
the carpenters and laborers on the 
job is coming out of the county’s 
unemployment relief fund. 





Narcotic squad staging a fake 
raid for Fox newsreel in New 
York's: Chinatown ran into a near 
riot. Cops pinched eight Orientals 
for showering the camera raiders 
with melon rinds, bottles, etc. 





Court of Appeals dismissed a 
picketing injunction obtained by the 
Stillwell theatre against the New 
York operator’s union, holding that 
the latter could not be restrained 
as long as they did the picketing in 
a lawful manner. 





William G. Norton, manager of 
the Music Box theatre, New York, 
was removed to the Polyclinic hos- 
pital, suffering from a heart ail- 


ment. 


Claiming that the picture was 

ade from a sketch he had once 
oaned the actor, Matt A. Kennedy 
filed suit against Frank Fay and 
Warner Brothers for an accounting 
of.the profits obtained from ‘God’s 
Gift to Women.’ 








_ Decision in two suits involving 
the affairs of the New York oper- 
ators’ local 306 was reserved by 
Supreme Court Justice Black. One 
was a plea for an injunction re- 
straining the union from paying 
$25,000 to Max Steuer to defend 25 
members of the local from criminal 
conspiracy charges .coming up for 
trial in the fall. Other asked for 
the appointment of a receiver for 
the union, made by Samuel M. 
Simon, Ernest Gieseman and 
Charles McDermott. 





Agnes Ayres has been signatured 
to head the cast of another edition 
of ‘Merry Go Round’ which William 
Wayne is readying for a tour of 
Wew England vacash spots. 





Opening of ‘The Devil’s Little 
Game,’ by Joseph Jay Ingerlid, 
slated for July 25 at the Province- 
town Playhouse, has been moved 
to Aug. 1. 





Executive order signed by Presi- 
dent Hoover put the radio division 
of the Department of Commerce out 
of existence and at the same time 
transferred the duties of that divi- 


’ pion to the Federal Radio Commis- 


Bion. 

Order will result in wholesale dis- 
missals with the ether supervising 
quintet only taking over those em- 
ployees found indispensable to the 
service. President’s action had 
been authorized by Congress under 
an appropriation bill for the legis- 
lative branch. 





John Weber joined Majestic Pic- 
tures as general sales manager and 





assistant to Herman Gluckman, 
president. 
Strained relations existing for 


months among the administration 
of the A. L. Erlanger estate was 
climaxed by a surrogate court ap- 
pearance in which Saul J. Baron 
charged former Supreme Court 
Justice Mitchell L. Erlanger with 
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been retained to straighten out 
| Mrs. Mahoney's ‘marital and legal 
| difficulties’ and just when the suit 
was about completed she changed 
her mind, dropped the action and 
refused to pay him his fees. 





John Golden’s move to take a 21 
months’ lease on the Royale the- 
atre, now in the hands of receivers, 
was approved by Supreme Court 
Justice Collins in Ney York. Lease 
application was opposed by Lee 
Shubert, as an officer of the cor- 
poration holding a second mortgage 
on the property. Shubert, at the 
same time, offered to lease the house 
on more advantageous terms, but 
the court decreed that the Golden 
deal revealed ‘the superior respon- 
sibility’ and was free from ‘entan- 





gling alliances.’ 
Government drive to dry up 
Broadway by padlocking major 


night spots was handed a sharp 
setback when the U. S. Court of 
Appeals, in the New York district, 
ruled that service of a padlock com- 
plaint on a bartender in such pro- 
ceedings did not comply with the 
law. In every case service had to 
be made upon the proprietor him- 
self. As a result of the opinion 
over 100 padlock complaints already 
served on employees, and not on 
owners, face likely voiding. 





Louise Squires, Bert Gordon's 
former vaude partner, got a $25,000 
verdict from the F. W. Woolworth 
company because her scalp was 
badly scarred from the explosion of 
a water-wave comb bought in one 
of the chain's stores. 





Billy Rose gets an option on ‘The 
Great Magoo’ by Ben Hecht and 
Gene Fowler. Placing play in re- 
hearsal in early Sept. 





Lodewick Vroom obtains the op- 
erating rights to the Erlanger the- 
atre, New York, from the Vincent 
Astor realty interests, ousting the 
Erlanger estate entirely from the 
picture. Vroom assignment followed 
dispossess proceedings brought by 
Astor against the Erlanger enter- 
prises for failure to pay rent on the 
house, 





Dry agents raid the Club Calais, 
New York, taking Sam Winter, man- 
ager, and all other employees, con- 
sisting of 13 men and 11 women. 
Latter included four members of 
the orchestra. 





Hugo Riesenfeld will make his de- 
but at the Lewisohn Stadium, New 
York, Aug. 9-10, conducting for the 
Albertina Rasch ballets. 





Portion of the receipts for the 
Jimmy McLarnin-Lou’  Brouillard 
bout in the Yankee stadium Aug. 4 
will go to the Actors’ Fund. 


Dr. Henry Moskowitz of the 
League of New York Theatres 
lodges a protest against the pro- 
posal that theatres be made to pay 
for the city firemen assigned to 
them for daily service. Declared 
that legit is going through enough 
of an economic crisis without hav- 
ing to be subjected to any additional 
burden, 








Barbara Heggie, daughter of O. P. 
Heggie, made her stage debut at the 
Cape Cod Playhouse. 





Academy of Music in 14th street 
was given the holdup tap for the 
second time within two months, the 
latest haul netting $1,200. Alfred G. 
Crowe, the house treasurer, opened 
the safe following a rap over the 
head with a pistol butt. 





Helen Henderson, formerly with 
the ‘Follies,’ asked for an annul- 
ment on the grounds that her hus- 
band, William Duryea, turned out 





withholding some of the principal 
assets of the estate. Baron accused 
the ex-justice of refusing to return 
several documents given him mere- 
ly for inspection. 

Two of the requested papers 
were described as confessions of 
judgment, one from the A. L. Er- 
langer Amusement Enterprises for 
$557,618 to the late producer, and 
the other from the A. L. Erlanger 
Realty Corp., to the same for $348,- 
801. A third document was re- 
corded as an executed mortgage for 


$344,000 on the New Amsterdam 
theatre to A. L. Erlanger as se- 
curity. 


Surrogate Foley ordered Mitchell 
Erlanger to show cause July 28 why 
he should not deliver the papers. 





Two lions escaped from an arena 
in Luna Park, Coney Island, and 
created an exciting 10 minutes be- 
fore trainers and attendants drove 
them back into their cages. 


casualties resulted. 





Claiming $10,200 due 


No| necessary to 


for legal | 


to be a bartender and not a wealthy 
clothier as she claims he represent- 
ed himself when they were married. 

Creditors of the ‘Daily Graphic,’ 
which ceased publication July 1, 
were advised at a meeting that re- 
vival of the paper was still pos- 
sible. Joseph Schultz, counsel for 
the Macfadden Publications, report- 
ed that negotiations were still on 
and that ‘a man formerly with the 
World’ was_ interested. Schultz 
promised that employees with wages 
due them would be paid off this 
week. 








Libby Holman has asked her late 
husband's uncle, W. N. Reynolds, to 
become executor of the Smith Reyn- 
olds estate. Though the latter's 
personal fortune was comparatively 
|small, he was slated to receive $15,- 
;}000,000 from his father’s estate. 
| Figured that a court contest may be 
establish Miss Hol- 
|man’s dower rights in the estate. 





Debt of $25,000 run up by the 


services, Attorney T. Roger Mahon| League of New York Theatres in its 


filed suit against Mrs. Sue Mahoney, 


wife of the comic, Will Mahoney 


fight on ticket speculation has been 
shaved down over a4 period of a year 


, were sapposed to have benefited by 
ithe attempted curb, the league an- 
|nounced, have come through with 
their subscribed amounts in regular 
order, although not legally obligated 
to do so. Number of producers had 
endorsed the note for the money. 





Sally O'Neill underwent an appen- 
dix operation at the Medical Arts 
Center in New York. She is recu- 
perating, 





To save the Parish Players, 
Stony Creek, Conn., from folding, 
Senator Hiram Bingham prevailed 
upon the immigration department 
to allow R. Halford Forster, former 
manager of the Shakespeare Me- 
morial Theatre at Stratford-on- 
Avon, another temporary stay per- 
mit. Forster has been the Players’ 
director since they organized this 
summer. Extension expires Oct. 20. 





Federal attorney’s office in New 
York questioned Eddie Dowling re- 
garding the operations of the Na- 
tional Diversified Corp., against 
whose promoters indictments had 
been returned. Over $3,00),000 in 
stock was so . vy the latter to some 
6,000 Catholic clergymen and lay- 
men in a plan to make religious pic- 
tures. Understood that the Dow- 
ling info pertained to the produc- 
tion of ‘The Rainbow Man,’ by Sono- 
Art, a subsid of the N. D. C. 


Coast 


For injuries received in a Los An- 
geles traffic accident, Lorraine Don- 
ohtw, singer, given $200 judgment 
against Robert Stotts. 











John Miljan awarded adoption of 
Pat and Robert Hale, sons of 
Creighton Hale and his former wife, 
now Mrs. Miljan. 





David B. Hampton, N. Y. literary 
agent, in Los Angeles for visit. 
Came with Harold Bell Wright. 





Bungalow purchased by Carter De 
Haven, and moved to a new site in 
Laurel Canyon, burned to _ the 
ground. Previously, actor had trou- 
ble with movers and then vandals 
who broke all windows and stole 
the plumbing. 





Paul Muni purchased a five-acre 
walnut grove in. Van Nuys, Calif. 
Will build two houses, one for his 
mother, other for his brother. 
Santa Monica Police Chief Webb 
and his wife left for vacation in 
New York and Maine with their 
daughter and son-in-law, the Rudy 
Vallees, 








Blaming a Hollywood gossip sheet 
for the rumor, Harry Bannister, on 
landing his plane at Lake Orion, 
Mich., denied that he is engaged to 
Nancy Lyon, Los Angeles film ac- 
tress. Reason: He's 42, she’s 18. 





Ethel Clayton awarded second 
divorce in Los Angeles from Ian 
Keith on cruelty charges. Had first 
divorce set aside because he failed 
to make property settlement. With 
settlement signed, awarding her 
Ventura boulevard property and 
$5,500 alimony, she brought second, 
uncontested, suit. 

L. A. county grand jury indicted 
Detective Lieutenant George H. 
Brown, of the narcotic detail, on 
grand theft and extortion charges 
growing out of hijacking proceeds 
of Million-Dollar theatre robbery 
from Sam Simon, who confessed to 
the theft and is now under a one to 
10-year sentence to San Quentin. 








Action brought by Joyce & Selz- 
nick, agents, against Constance 
Bennett for payment of $15,000 com- 
mission, will be set for trial follow- 
ing overruling of Miss Bennett’s de- 
murrer by Judge Minor Moore in 
L. A. Superior court. 


Los Angeles county board of 
supervisors refused to reduce tax of 
$11,000 on $7,687,570 in securities 
owned by Charles Chaplin. 








Ralph Forbes returned to Holly- 
wood from Reno to work four days 
in ‘Smilin’ Through’ at Metro, then 
back to establish residence for di- 
vorce from Ruth Chatterton. 





Operators of a dance marathon in 
Hawthorne, Calif., two years ago, 
target of a $30,000 damage suit by 
Mrs. Anna Hicks, who said she was 
injured while watching the grind. 





Carol Tevis, film actress, divorced 
from William Thomas Britton on 
j}mental cruelty grounds in Los An- 
| geles Superior Court. 








| Norma Talmadge arrived in Los 


Lawyer in his petition said he had and a half to $5,900, Brokers who Angeles for a few days and denied 
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plans for divorce from Joseph M. 
Schenck, 





Yarn from Tokio says that Enoko 
Szuki, young waitress, sails for 
Hollywood in September to visit 
Charlie Chaplin, who is supposed 
to be sending $10,000 as expenses 
for herself and 20 geisha girls. 





Claire Windsor to San Francisco 
to fight $100,000 alienation of affec- 
tions suit brought by Mrs. Marian 
Read. 





Mrs. Alison’ Shaffer, 30, former 
Paramount film cutter, died at 
Hollywood hospital after taking 


poison. Despondency over lack of 
employment given as reason. 





John Francis Dillon, film director, 
filed voluntary bankruptcy petition 
in L. A. 


Suit to force payment of $182 
clothing bill filed by New York con- 
cern against Harry Bannister in 
L. A. Municipal Court. 





New complaint against 13 officials 
and employees of the Culver City, 
Cal., dog track charges gambling 
and conspiracy in connection with 
option betting. Previous suit was 
dismissed when state’s witnesses 
would not testify. 


Reported that Marlene Dietrich is 
only film personage mentioned in 
Charlie Chaplin’s book, being writ- 
ten for serialization in a woman's 
magazine. 





Claire Windsor in Oakland to ne- 
gotiate out-of-court settlement of 
Mrs. Marion Read's alienation of 
affection suit. 





Dr. Charles J. Pflueger, physician, 
suing Willard Mack for $1,825. 





Edna Turner, film actress, given 
a divorce in Los Angeles from Rich- 
ard Turner on testimony he was a 
fugitive from justice. 

Dorothy Day, from musical com- 
edy, found herself again married to 
Russel D. Plummer, sax player, 
when a Los Angeles Superior Court 
judge set aside previous divorce 
awarded her by default because pair 
failed to agree on alimony. 








Jack Dempsey and Estelle Taylor 
sued for a $3,400 bill by Dr. George 
Martyn. 





Holding company suing to fore- 
close mortgage on El Mirado hotel, 
Palm Springs, Cal., for $72,154 rent- 
als and delinquent taxes, 





ment house, back in hands of origi- 
nal owner, W. H. Hay, who sold it 
to Alla Nazimova. Franklin Warner 
took it over later and Hays has 
foreclosed a mortgage for $220,000. 

Three London barristers suing 
Edwin Carewe, in Los Angeles, for 
$2,622. Amount claimed due for 
services on foreign distribution of 
Carewe’s productions. 





Apartment of Stuart Palmer, 
mystery writer, who came to Holly- 
wood a month ago to work for 
Radio, ransacked while he and wife 
were asleep. 





In Hollywood, Howard Hughes de- 
nied statements made in New York 
by Ann Dvorak that he had loaned 
her to other companies for $1,000 a 
week. Says he’s making $150 a week 
on contract he sold to Warners. 





Cc. F. Carter, Hollywood, owner of 
Wolf Chuchaka, Alaskan film dog, 
brought suit in santa Ana, Cal., for 
$10,500 damages against William 
Terry and A. J. Alberts, ranchers, 
who are charged with having shot 
and killed the animal and its pup. 
Defendants recently pleaded not 
guilty to criminal charges arising 
out of shootings. 





Aftermath of a Santa Barbara auto 
accident was suit for $5,500 dam- 
ages brought by Richard Pollorena 
against George Hearst, son of W. R. 
Hearst. 





Mrs. Harriet Ware asked Los 
Angeles police to find her husband, 
E. R. Ware, dance marathon pro- 
moter, who has been missing for 
|four days. Wife fears foul play 
and threats of rival promoters. 





Despondent and ashamed over her 
arrest on drunk charges’ several 
days before, Mrs. Edna Vallet, 43, 
| divorced wife of Abel Vallet, Holly- 
| wood cameraman, committed sui- 
cide at her home in Los Angeles, 





star, and Beth Moreno, daughter 
of the former Mrs, Antonio Moreno, 







Garden of Allah, Hollywood apart- | 


to be married in Los Angeles, Aug, 
20. 





Pearl S. Buck, American novelist, 
arrived at Vancouver, B. C., from 
China on her way to New York with 
her husband, Prof. J. L. Buck, 





Said by police to have promised 
jobs in pictures to those who gave 
him deposits, Jack Irwin, who calls 
himself a film producer, was arrest- 
ed by Hollywood’ police. Already 
waiting trial on similar charges. 





Helen Hittson, who claims she ig 
a Hollywood actress, attempted sui- 
cide in Denver because of financial 
difficulties. 





Friends of Permanent Progress, 
reform organization in Arcadia, 
Calif., fighting proposed L. A. Jockey 
Club race track. Election July 26 to 
determine whether track shall be 
established. 


Greyhound racing at Agua Cali- 
ente starts an indefinite run July 30. 








Action on adoption of three-year- 
old Dennis Arthur Armstrong by 
Constance Bennett postponed in L, 
A. Superior court until Nov. 15. 





Yacht ‘Natalie’ sold by Buster 
Keaton to Mrs. Margaret L. Tal- 
madge, mother of his estranged 


wife, Natalie Keaton. 





Survey made by Dr. A. H. Gian- 
nini, chairman of the executive com- 
mittee of the Bank of America, es- 
timates that $125,000,000 will be 
spent by film studios in southern 
California during fiscal year begin- 
ning July 1, 1932. 

Giannini states that losses in the 
picture business have been due to 
theatre operation and that major 


‘studio paper is the safest of invest- 


ments, 





Sally Eilers recovering from in- 
fluenza at her Beverly Iills home. 
Irwin S. Liner, projectionist, ar- 
raigned in Los Angeles for murder 
of Mr. and Mrs. Edwin M. Clark 
with whom he boarded. 





Luther Mitchell, insurance man, 
held under $5,000 bond pending trial 
in Los Angeles on charge of crim- 
inally assulting Marie Davis, clas- 
sical dancer. 





Harold Nye, formerly singer at a 
San Antonio, Tex., radio station, 
serving a year on a bigamy charge 
in Santa Ana, Cal., jail. 





Hollywood police holding Anthony 
Blake, musician and dance recital 
manager, on bad check charges. 


Mid-West 


Two 17-year-old girl patrons were 
burned by acid when a stench bomb 
was exploded at the Elmo theatre, 
Chicago. Al Christy, house man- 
ager, knew of no reason for the 
vandalism, he claimed. 








Bill Sturges gave his sanction to 
Virginia Valli, nee Popovich, who 
wished to accept theatrical engage- 
ments made possible as a result of 
her shooting Bill in a lover’s quar- 
rel. Cubs’ shortstop didn’t object 
to Virgie capitalizing on the noto- 
riety. 





Mrs. Florence Jarvis, whose hus- 
band, a magician, charged she stole 
$160 from him, gave herself up in 
Chicago after reading the story in 
the dailies. She said she took $92 
only of hubby’s money in making 
good her departure from Lake Ge- 
neva, Wisconsin. She posted $1,000 
and said she would fight extradition 
to Wisconsin. 





Who owns Colosimo’s cafe was 
the problem vexing prohibition 
sleuths. Unless five employees 
nabbed in a liquor raid June 18 
would identify Mike Potson as Mon- 
sieur le Proprietor, it might be im- 
possible to prove who was the bogs. 





No-parking rules for the loop 
stands. Agitation for their removal 
was not strong enough to overcome 
the aldermanic opposition on behalf 
of neighborhood shopping districts. 





Arthur Edward Phillips, who de- 
voted a lifetime in the middlewest 
to teaching orators how to orate. 
died of a heart attack in Port 
Washington, Wis. 





Hugh Ellis, 67, radio inventor, was 
released from an alleged inequitable 
contract with S. N. Shure by Judge 
Robert Gentzel of Chicago. Pro- 
moters wanted to take a lien on all 
the inventor’s patents as part of a 
proferred sales representation deal. 





St. Louis is about to award a 
$3,000,000 contract for the construc- 
tion of a Municipal Auditorium. It 
will be located at 14th and Market 
streets. 





Chicago aldermen got all excited 





| 


over the lease by the Century of 


Francis Tappan, U.S.C. football) progress Exposition of the 12th St. 


(Continued om page 355) 
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Ray Johnson’s new home is in 
Larchmont. 

Hughie Leblang and wife off to 
West Indies. 

Bo Dowling, ill for the past week, 
is recovered. 

Jack Bannon moved out to Jersey 
for the summer, 

Tessie Klausner going on one of 
those Nova Scotia-Bermuda tours. 


Lester Lee and Charlie Levinson 
flivvering to Yellowstone Park and 


back. 

Leon Netter looking the picture 
of health after a tough siege of 
illness. 

Mid-New York’s apartment houses 
are referred to as the skyline of 
broken hearts. 

Benny Davis parted with both 
tonsils at Medical Center hospital 
Saturday (23). 

With the missus out in Denver, 
Lou Goldberg is playing bachelor at 
his Scarsdale manse. 

Charles Broadway Levy back from 
Europe and already wants to scram 
to some vacation spot. 

Harry Sherman finding it plenty 
hot down in Texas while battling 
union troubles for Publix. 

New Reno Danceland urges ‘Di- 
vorce yourself from worries’ as a 
ballyhoo for the creep joint. 

A mugg outwaited a Publix exec 
even after latter’s sec had sent out 
word the boss was out of town. 

New York office of Mayfair Pic- 
tures has been given that major 
touch, with thick rugs on the floor, 
etc. 

Doyle and Donnelly are doing 
double m.c. in sailor suits on the 
Hudson day line Showboat’s nightly 
run. 

Harlan Thompson's answer to the 
cigaret bathing girl adv. query, ‘Do 
you inhale?’ is ‘No, but I breath 
hard.’ 

A house-warming is on tap for 
the combined Par-Publix publicity 
advertising forces, all now on one 
floor. 

Jack Foster, New York ‘World- 
Telegram’ radio columnist, sails on 
‘Paris’ for a five-week European va- 
cation July 29. 

Marchesa Lippo Gerini returns 
from Italy for summer visit with 
parents. The marchesa is a daugh- 
ter of S. Z. Poli. 

Back from his vacation, Frank 
Wilstach said the most exciting part 
of his aerial round trip to Holly- 
wood was the taxi ride in from 
Newark. 

John Balaban had only gotten 
back into New York from a week- 
end in Chicago on learning of his 
brother, Max’s, death that morning 
while in transit. 

Max and Nat Lief are turning to 
vaudeville material writing as staff 
scripters for the Max ‘Tishman- 
Jimmy Plunkett acts. 

Ernest W. Gross, ‘Variety's corre- 
spondent in Frankfort-am-Main, 
back to his Opal bicycle works in 
that city via the ‘Bremen’ July 27. 
Vacationing here for five weeks. 


London 


Michael Balcon off to Berlin. 

+ pom Leslie on ‘Evening Stand- 
ard.’ 

Rex Davis, 








film actor, succeeds 


Lord Ednam as Conservative for | 











Wednesbury (Lancs.) as Ednam is!of her coster feather props stolen, 


now Earl of Dudley. 


Dora Maughan 
shortly. 


Shirley Kellogg here, practically 
in hiding. 


Geoffrey Weller on holiday in 
Cornwall, 

Sir Thomas Beecham paying 50% 
to creditors. 

Flossie Freedman 
Liska March, 


St. Wright reviving old English 
cooking stunt. 


Florrie Forde, the May Howard of 
England, is ill. 

Alexander Korda after Gina Malo 
for bilinguals. 

Enid Stamp Taylor complaining 
cannot get a film test. 

John Southern entertaining the 
Mayoress of Islington. 

Kharum trying to establish per- 
manent residence here, 


going 


sponsoring 


home | 


| 


besides valuable jewels.. 
Dave Apollon giving the Pavilion 


| show the once over, just to get ac- 
quainted with house that has him |js so daring Barnes is afraid he'll|ened to deny the Exposition use of 





| 
| 


booked for month of August. 





. 
Riviera 
By Frank Scully 


Claire Luce peeling. 

Sssh, plenty of rain. 

All coast Cuban-crazy. 

Bea Lillie at Juan Les Tan. 

The Frank J. Goulds checked in. 

Georges Milton’s picture finished. 

Ingram now says early October 
for ‘Baroud’ release. 

Ginger Thompson key-pounding 
for ‘Havana’ at Antibes. 

Marty Dickstein no take three- 
year-old Richard next time. 

yordon Pollock has all the shots 





Ray Tausen back here to com- jhe needs for the Swanson pic. 


pete in dirt track racing. 

Palladium threatens to go ‘crazy’ 
again month of September. 

‘Sunday Dispatch’ sold 200,000 ex- 
tra on the Mrs. Barney story. 

Malinoff Quartet splitting, with 
one of its members going home. 

Sale of pictures at this year’s 
Royal Academy down by $15,000. 

Dora Maughan out of the Phoenix 
for good, now fixing up a road show. 

Sir Max Pemberton urging his- 
tory education through medium of 
screen, 

Mrs. Edgar Wallace has acquired 
the touring rights of ‘Musical 
Chairs.’ 

Nearly all talker critics refused 
to fly to Berlin, preferring train 
service. 

Gaumont’s house organ rapped 
Fleet Street for not publishing its 
studio opening. 

Winnie Melville 
separation from 
claiming desertion. 

Eddie Grossbart and Carl Hyson 
staging own cabaret at Cafe An- 
glais on percentage. 

Celia Adler, daughter of 
Jacob P. Adler, booming her season 
at the Jewish theatre. 

Charlie Levy and his assistant, 
Sam Roth, around seeing shows 
with Broadway in view. 

Bernard Shaw’s latest squawk is 
that recent prizefights have been 
‘disgraceful exhibitions.’ 

Billy Caryll and Hilda Mundy 
doing their act in bandages follow- 
ing serious auto collision. 

Clara Novello Davies, Ivor’s 72- 
year-old mother, seriously ill fol- 
lowing fall at Albert Hall. 

Joan Crawford expected to make 
personal appearance at ‘Grand Ho- 
tel’ premiere at the Empire. 

Billy and Elsa Newell in slight 
taxi and tram car collision in Man- 
chester, but nothing serious. 

Wallace Parnell taken seriously 
ill on eve of his Prince of Wales 
production of continuous revue. 

Percy Hodgkins, ‘Evening Stand- 
ard’ Domino, badly bitten by mad 
dog. Dog got the worst of it, being 
shot. 

Kate Carney, old-time revue 
queen, had house burgled and most 


applying for 
Derek Oldham, 


late! 











Mrs. Ronald Coleman posing with 
the Chaplin kids, before their Fox 
test. 

Prince of Monaco all right, but 
the principality’s finances are ter- 
rible. 

Rex Smith can find Eddie Mayer 
at the Hotel Luxembourg, Nice, or 
Villa Variety. 

Scribes still looking for the crew 
and boat which front-paged Borrah 
Minevitch’s gag. 

Unless 7,000 francs is paid in the 
next month, Frank Harris may be 
ousted from his grave. 

The Sidney Howard at Juan les 
Pjams is not the American play- 
wright, but the English comic. 

Edward de Mertz top decorator of 
nite clubs now, with Havana, on 
roof of Hotel Royale, Antibes, his 
best job. 

Monte Carlo’s summer casino now 
open—troupers performing on float 
in sea, with onlookers parked on 
dry land. 

Kay Boyle’s name may have been 
Mrs. Dick Brault, ‘Year Before 
Last’ (advt), but it’s Mrs. Laurence 
Vail now. 

Mistinguett singing ‘My Man’ 
with Fannie Brice in town caused 
all dagger-like looks to be with- 
drawn from circ. 

Gertrude Lawrence still too deep 
in sun tan at Cap Martin to hear 
the Shuberts’ figure on that banned 
‘Sixes and Sevens.’ 

Cannes, fighting desperately to 
keep Monte Carlo and Juan Les 
Pins boxed, is importing names for 
its Boite a Matelots, nite club in 
$1,000,000 Palm Beach Casino. First 
import, Hal Sherman, the shuffler. 


Loop 


Sol Violinsky in town. 

Walter Immerman vacationing. 

Archie Herzoff got sick during the 
heat wave and lost 10 pounds over- 
night. 

Girard Ellis lost a section of pedal 
epidermis at the beach and is limp- 
ing about. 

Ben Pratt embarrassed by the 
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56th St. at 7th Ave., New York City 


LANZNER, Genera Manager 


THE COOLEST SPOT IN 
NEW YORK CITY 


Dine and Dance in Oar 


oe Roor CaRDEN<< 


oar | 26 stories above the scorching pave- 
) ments of Manhattan. 
celled view of New York’s matchless 
skyline and the broad expanse of the 


To the Tunes of 


e@ NOBLE SISSLE'S e@ 


Internationally Famous Band 
And Other Entertainment Features 
Largest Single Rooms in New York with 
Baths for $3.50 


Phone Circle 7-8000 


With an unex- 























| courtesies shown him at NBC for 
{his work at the political conven- 
| tions, 

| Mike Barnes’ new German acrobat 


|} break his neck before he pays off 
on the $1,000 apparatus, 

Frank Bering’s marriage was re- 
ported in three columns on page one 
of the ‘American.’ Hotel man ducked 
town mysteriously, and news of the 


event trickled back from the east 
after Joan Winter became Mrs. 
Bering. 


Mark Fisher's failure to show 
at the Chicago theatre Saturday 
had the production department 
frantically using Art Kahn for the 
first show and Ken Murray for the 
second. Murray came to visit back- 
stage with Bert Wheeler and did the 
performance as a favor. 

Sophie Tucker while at the 
Oriental was reported as paying in 
full a $5,000 note to a local politi- 


cian. She was the endorser for a 
friend. Soph wouldn’t discuss the 
matter, which dates back to 1928, 


but said it was ‘settled quietly and 
'forgotten.’ Soph has moved to the 
Edgewater Beach hotel to be con- 
venient to the Delis, where she is 
now engaged for four weeks. 


Hollywood 


Nickel ice cream sodas are back. 

Crocheted coat hanger graces Mel 
Shauer’s office. 

Elmer Fryer, Warner cameraman, 
vacationed in Oregon woods. 

Eddie Rubin vacationing for two 
weeks but didn’t tell where. 


Jack Wiener, former RKO agent, 
here from New York, and wants to 
settle. 

Jimmy Ashcraft here in advance 
of Frank Buck, who will personal at 
the Orpheum, 

Will Rogers doesn’t like the title 
of his next picture, ‘Jubilo.’ Wants 
to call it ‘Gigolo.’ 


‘Dummy’ who used to sell papers 
in front of Henry’s has a dramatic 
part in Radio’s ‘Liberty Road.’ 


Decent human skeleton, such as 
used in mystery plays and medical 
schools, sells for from $125 up. 


Tammany Young is cast as a 
character named Protopopolis in Al 
Jolson’s ‘The New Yorker.’ Young 
is trying to find out what the word 
means. 

Foreign actors throwing parties 
for their country’s athletes here for 
the Olympics. Affairs are scheduled 
nightly, with the various consuls 
entertainnig. Consular parties mean 
good liquor. 
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“One of the finest pose of 
the year, subtle, eautiful 
and tender.”’—Atkinson, Times. 


“Another Language” 


with Glenn Anders, Margaret Wycherly, 
Dorothy Stickney, John Beal 


Theatre, 45th St., W. of B’way. 
BOOTH Evs. 8:50. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 




























> 

The WASHINGTON MASQUER- 

ADE, Lionel BARRYMORE, 

COOL Karen MORLEY, Nils ASTHER, 
BAY —an M-G-M picture— 


In Porson—Phil Baker. Lou Holtz, 

a Abe Lyman& Or., Hannah Wil- 

liams, Norman Freseott, 

SP st Gloria Gilbert, Lorraine 
Manners, 

OL Bunchuk 





CAGNEY 
“WINNER TAKE ALL” 
( Vaudeville—W. Demarest, Alex Hyde 


and (Qrch., Frank Radcliffe with 


Gene Rogers, others. 








I’m Telling You 





(Continued from page 33) 
opened Keith’s Union City theatre? 
What’s going on there now”? 

The characters return to 
frames and it’s getting late. 
look 
future. 


their 





The time when we will 


| The cavaliers of show business are | 
gradually leaving us. There 


Pe a few left. 


ARE YOU READING? 


SSMvULNVUTVEAMUVVARP POTS USRAVEUTOATOV AHHH EAU UU 





We | 
at the wall and think of the | 


just be an autographed picture. 


are |; 


News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 34) 
Beach to a private concern which 





| charged citizens a fee to go bathing 
j} in Lake Michigan. 


Politicians who 
| have been rigidly excluded from the 
,World’s Fair management were 
l|quick to seize the opportunity to 
|denounce the exploitation of public 
|waters. In retaliation they threat- 


city drinking water. 





Lincoln, Neb., has taken legal ac- 
tion to stop station KFOR from 
|moving into restricted residential 
izones. H, A, Shuman owns the 
| station. 

Last outpost of puritanism is 
fighting valiantly in the middlewest 
to bar from public places such as 
municipal tennis courts the new- 
fangled ‘shorts’ that girls now fancy 
for summer sports. Judges were 
being called upon to render legal 
judgment on the alleged impro- 
priety of the attire. 


| 
} 








Harry Nepo’s Lindy theatre, Chi- 
cago, was bombed in another of the 
chain of unsolved mysteries report- 
| ed at regular intervals. Nepo is his 
}own operator for one shift with a 
unionist in the booth the rest of 
the time. He was a storm centre in 
the projectionists’; lockout of last 
year. 

Mary Pickford, 





accompanied by 
an Italian countess, detrained in 
Chicago for a shopping tour. At the 
station she was met by another pal, 
an English lord. 





Max Hoffman, Jr., now straight« 
ing for the comedian, Joe Penner, 
in vaudeville, charges his wife, 
Thelma White, with desertion. Di- 
vorce action filed in accommodating 
Chicago, 

Hoffman was formerly the huse 
band of Norma Terris, this being his 
second divorce. 





Betty Green, 24, cabaret enter- 
tainer, went free of a _ burglary 
charge when the complainant, Dr. 
Stephen Conway, decided she wasn’t 
really a burglar but the dupe of an 
unknown housebreaker, Yes, a Chie 
cago case. 








4 Magazines for 5c 


A peripatetic Broadway news-« 
stand is now selling four magazines 
for a nickel. A spiel goes along with 
it. Tossing magazine selling now 
into the camp of the pitchmen ig 
not new, although it started around 
New York within the past year, but 
four mags for a nickel is top so 
far. 

The four mags for 5c, or less for 
each than the cost of any morning 
newspaper, are ‘Jest’ and ‘Bushwa,’ 
on the order of ‘Ballyhoo’; one 
called “Kookoos,’ smaller in size, 
and ‘Graft.’ 

The newstand, built along rege 
ulation lines, is on rollers. 
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Douglas FAIRBANKS, Jr. 
in 
“Love Is a Racket’ 
with Ann Dvorak 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 








Cowboys in ‘Pioneer Days,’ Paw- 
nee Bill’s wild west at Luna park 
threatened to go on strike. Noth- 
ing said until show was about to 
start. Fast talking got them on 
and the ring leader got the rush. 





being 
Boom 


About 250 plays were 
readied for the new season. 
time expected. 





U.B.O. dropped the extra Sunday 
idea. Under the current practise 
acts playing where Sunday shows 
were not permitted were shifted 
elsewhere or ‘owed’ the circuit a 
Sunday night. Now announced that 
a seven day week would all be 
played in one house or it was only 
six days for full salary. 





Stock companies were worried 
over the outlook. Difficult to con- 
tract competent players for the 
regular season with so many road 
shows going out. 





Leo Feist music company held 
its annual convention of branch 
managers and department heads. 
Attended by 60 men. 





WwW. S. Hart and Tom Ince formed 
their own picture co. Hart dropped 
out later. 





Exhibs who bolted from the Chi. 
convention and were coaxed back 
by W. A. Brady, bolted again when 
Lee Ochs was *,ce-elected pres. 
Formed American Exhibitors Ass'n. 
with Charles Pettijohn as manager 
at a salary of $10,000 a year. 





Navy built a big wooden battle- 
ship, the Recruit, in Union Square. 
Vaudeville shows once a week 
helped the recruiting. 





A. H. Woods was laying plans to 
rush over to London with a flock 
of new plays as soon as the war 
ended. He had engaged passage on 
the first voyage of the Olympic, his 
favorite steamer, following the ces- 
sation of hostilities. Looking far 
ahead, but he didn’t think it would 
be that long. : 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’ ) 








Emma Stickney, star equestrienne, 
died in Detroit July 24. 





‘Clipper’ weeping editorially over 
light summer business. 





Jam at the American theatre, N. 
Y., when Fanny Louise Buckingham 
refused to complete her performance 
of ‘Mazeppa’ claiming salary due. 
Audience refused to leave when the 
lights went out, relighted and both 
sides told their story. 





Madison Sq. theatre, a bandbox 
house just back of the 5th Ave 
hotel on 24th st., was still filting 
with ‘Esmeralda.’ Forced ice cooled 
air into the auditorium. One of the 
first. 





Country theatres were commenc- 
ing to advertise their open time 
for fair weeks. County fairs in 
those days helped business. 





‘Clipper’ virtuously chided a con- 
temporary for printing that an 
actress who weighed 200 pounds 
‘and strips big’ would be seen in 
tights in a Baltimore show. Thought 
it indelicate. 





Hilliard’s Great Pacific circus 
listed as its attractions a magician 
and ventriloquist, a fire king, Punch 
and Judy show, a phonograph and 
a dwarf. 
thing of a novelty in the back dis- 
tricts. Slot machines not yet de- 
veloped. 





Harry Montague, who had run the 
Bella Union, in San Francisco, was 
east, looking for a job. He was 
Sam T. Jack’s ace for years. He 
had a trunkfull of afterpieces. The 
late George Beban did some of his 
best character work in these skits. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 





Reversal by the Court of Appeals at Albany, N. Y., of !mjunctions 
granted to Brooklyn theatres against picketing by the Sam Kaplan New 
York operators (No. 306), because those theatres employed the rival 
Empire union’s men, is accepted as having considerable significance in 
Kaplan's fight against Empire and houses using its operators. Most 
notable of the fights is 306’s struggle against the Springer-Cocalis group 
in Manhattan and Bronx, N. Y., which also employs Empire booth men 
and which recently obtained an injunction against picketing, free shows, 
etc. Decision, however, may be interpreted as also giving Empire the 
right to picket houses were 306 is contracted. 

Kaplan has indicated 306 will immediately start to picket the theatres 
involved. This implies the Springer-Cocalis houses although it is pre- 
sumed the Court of Appeals will also have to rule on that.particular case 
first. 

Empire, meanwhile, has been receiving considerable support from 
indies around New York, not the least of which is the S-C chain of 
around 30 houses. Injunctions wiped out by the Court of Appeals in its 
latest decision were previously granted to Stillwell Theatres, Inc., Rose- 
kay Amusement Corp., and Windsor Circuit Corp., all of Brooklyn. 





Neither Will Hays, nor his organization, can fire a press agent who is 
found to have deliberately put into circulation a questionable advertise- 
ment. The ruling of the Hays directorate on this matter puts the prop- 
osition strictly up to the individual heads of member companies. 
Resolution, however, was adopted for the moral effect of making adver- 
tising directors realize that it is more than a pamphlet. 

Representative advertising and publicity men are steamed over the 
Hays resolution to punish those responsible for compiling copy found to 
be in violation of the code. The copy men feel that Hays should go 
after the production end, especially as to titles. 

The current problem among picture ad writers, they hold, is not so 
much a discernment in taste, but an ability to fathom the whims of 
the people in and outside the industry who will register a squawk. 

Ad contingent also points to those theatre managers who are so des- 
perate to make a showing that no copy is too sexy or strong for him. 





Department of Commerce has just published a pamphlet on wholesale 
distribution of motion pictures in the U. S. It has to do with the year 
1929 and is the result of reports from 540 exchanges doing business that 
year for a total of $220,740,675. 

Of the exchanges from which detailed reports were received, 44 were 
owned by producers, 75 were indies and 14 were exports exchanges. 
Producers’ exchanges contributed 94.67% of the total business. 

Report is obtainable from the Superintendent of Documents in Wash- 
ington at a cost of five cents. 





A. G. Ritter, attorney for Adolphe Menjou, has written letters to news 
services, weekly magazines, etc., requesting them to make a correction 
of the statement that Harold Menjou, driver of a car in which a young 
woman recently was killed, is ‘a son of Adolph Menjou.’ f 
Lawyer points out that the 20-year-old boy was the son of Menjou’s 
former wife, that at the time of the couple’s divorce in 1926 he was given 
into custody of his mother, and that the film star has had no contact 
with him since. Menjou was the lad’s adopted father, through court 
proceedings taken in 1924. 





The northwest's first ‘mystery excursion,’ sponsored by the Great 
Northern railroad, attracted 500 passengers, 90% women. Theatre men 
in the district tabbed the experiment closely. 

Passengers started for a destination not known to them. It proved to 
be Spicer, Minn., on the shore of Green Lake about 60 miles from Min- 
neapolis. At Spicer the passengers were provided’ with fishing, swim- 
ming, dancing and golf and also dinner. Cost was $2 per person and 
the railroad claims to have made a profit on the venture. 





Both Warners and Radio are capitalizing on the recent Florida prison- 
camp sweatbox expose. Warners’ ‘I Am a Fugitive,’ goes into production 
Aug. 1 with advance publicity, picked up by the wire services for a 
lengthy play, stressing the similarity between scenario and fact. 

In the case of Radio, added scenes were made when the story broke, 
after the picture, ‘Liberty Road,’ had been finished. 

Universal has ‘Laughter in Hell,’ Jim Tully’s Georgia prison camp 
novel, but has no immediate plans for production. 





Columbia tossed the opening gun in its Pittsburgh 1932-33 campaign 
last week with a snooty private screening. Home office had a flock of 
out-of-town exhibs as guests at a hotel for a preview of ‘American 
Madness’ and a big luncheon. 

Affair almost went haywire when the portable apparatus, set up in 
the hotel, went blooey just before the picture was to start. Quick think- 
ing sent the boys in to lunch, allowing for a new machine to be sub- 
stituted. 





A number of indie theatre chains which have bought Warner-First 
National product for the coming season have closed the deals in New 
York with the home office rather than through exchanges in their re- 
spective territories. 

As a result of the dealing at present at the home office, A. W. Smith, 
Jr., and Cradwell Sears, division sales manager, have had to defer pro- 
posed trips over their territories. 





Paramount officials in New York and on the Coast were not surprised 
at the news break last week from Paris on Chevalier and his divorce. 
When the Frenchman came to New York three weeks ago enroute to 
France, orders preceded him from the Coast that the publicity depart- 
ment was to do nothing as to his presence or departure but keep him as 
far away from newspaper people as possible. 





After a screening at the Publix h. o. of ‘Man Called Back’ (Tiff), ac- 
cord was reached in merchandising the picture in line with the recent 
death of Smith Reynolds of the tobacco family. It’s J. I. McInerney’s 
idea. 

Publix will sell the outside booking in that way, but at no time will 
mention either the Libby Holman or Reynolds names. 





Sidney Samuelson, after he had finished his debate with Louis Nizer 
in Atlantic City on the merits and demerits of the Brookhart bill, de- 
manded of attending exhibitors that they render a decision. 

They refused to give a verdict but a half hour later they ratified a 
resolution adopted some time ago condemning the bill. 





For ‘Congorilla,’ Fox’s picture at the Winter Garden (WB), New York, 


Phonograph still some-|the premiere was handled in Hollywood fashion with loudspeaker, 


lights, etc. 
Mike Vogel, of the Fox exploitation end, did the microphone announce- 
ments and bally. It even brought out the autograph hounds, 





Deal whereby A. C. Hayman was going to take back hig theatres in 
Niagara Falis, N. Y., from Fox-Skouras has blown over. 

Parties reached a settlement wherein the houses are retained at re- 
duced rentals. Theatres concerned are the Cataract and Strand. 





Paramount last week evicted from its New York office building a man 


Inside Stuf—Radio 


When ‘March of Time’ resumes on Columbia for a sustaining build-up 
as a preliminary to being taken up commercially again by its former 
sponsor, it will make the first instance of a network paying a production 
fee to an advertising agency. Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne will 
do the collecting. 

During its run for the mag ‘Time,’ last year, the pregram was entirely 
produced out of the B. B. D. & O. office. Instead of assigning the pro- 
duction of the new series to its own studio staff, CBS figured that it 
would be preferable to let the outside producing group handle it. Rec- 
ompense asked by the agency was 15% commission on the talent used 
on the first six programs going on under the sustaining banner, and the 
chain assented. The agency thus becomes a talent booking agency for 
this one program. 

Arrangement also gives the cgency the last word on the contents of 
the show, such as the news events selected for dramatization, and the 
lining up of the cast, leaving Columbia only to concern itself with pro- 
viding the facilities. 

B. B. D. & O. was the weekly’s rep in connection with «he ether adver- 
tising last season, and it is understood that it’s slated to take over that 
capacity again at the end of the sustaining period. 








Several recent attempts to use women announcers by Coast stations 
have failed. Radio commercial men say the girls do not carry the sales 
punch that men do. Only spot for femmes in this berth are for the 
cooking recipe and similar feminine programs, they say. 

A recent instance demonstrated that a male announcer could profitably 
present a commercial program selling women’s permanent hair waves 
where a woman announcer had failed. In this case sponsor complained 
of insufficient sales from the announcements in conjunction with a night 
spot orchestra. Station, to keep the account, decided to rewrite the copy 
from a man’s angle, and use a male announcer. Evidently the women 
listeners fell for the masculine sales talk as the account was saved with 
the commercial outfit reporting a leap in calls from their ether adver- 
tising. 





Dave Green, p.a. for Jack Denny, edged in on some of George Hall’s 
thunder at a special Sunday nite broadcast stunt from the hotel Taft 
lobby, New York, at which hostelry Hall is the dance maestro. Stunt 
was on behalf of the Columbia Laboratory dramatic players who did a 
scene in the lobby utilizing the new lapel,mikes to pick up their dialog 
and also the lobby noises for realism. 

Green conceived the idea of slipping a bellhop a buck to interrupt the 
scene and page Jack Denny. That meant carrying Denny’s name over 
a large network of CBS stations. Green is a bit regretful over his 
overzealous press-agentry while Hall and CBS are plenty peeved at 
what they term unethicai competition. 





"When Sidney Johnson, known to Canuck radio listeners as Sid Lor- 
raine, married Rene Butler in St. Peter’s Cathedral, Toronto, he set a 
record for a busy wedding day. 5 

He was up until 2 a. m. the night before rehearsing his radio program, 
rose at 6 a. m., rehearsed again from 7:30-8 a. m., broadcast from 8-8:30, 
rehearsed from 8:30-9 for the next morning’s program, got married at 
11 o'clock, moved into his new home, took the traditional trip to Niagara, 
and was back on duty at the broadcasting station the next morning not 
a minute late. 





With KFI, Los Angeles, claiming that NBC did not give them suf- 
ficient notice on their first RKO Pictures-Hollywood program, instead 
of going through that station, Saturday’s program was sent by remote 
control through KFSD, San Diego. 

Arthur Kales, manager of Don Lee’s stations here, who refused to 
allow the broadcasting of the program, was called Sunday to San Fran- 
cisco to confer with Don Gilman who is coast head of NBC to see if the 
program can be straightened out by next week. 





Jerry Wald, ex-radio columnist of the ex-N. Y. ‘Graphic,’ is managing 
Harry Barris, the songwriter-entertainer. Wald is faced with accusa- 
tions if he cuts in on some present columnist’s berth, so he’s writing 
for the periodicals. He has articles lined up for ‘Collier's’ and ‘Vanity 
Fair.’ 

Hearing of a possible change on one paper, Wald went after it and 
drew the ire of the radio critics’ circle for supposedly trying to chisel. 





Commercial accounts that refused to waive their time on the two 
chains during the broadcasts of the Democratic convention are possibly 
regretting their action. Burn-up letters have been coming in to these 
advertisers and their stations. 

Some of the letters are vitriolic, along the lines of ‘As long as I live 
I'll never use blank’s product,’ etc. 





Advertising reports from the chains show only 10% increase for June 
over same month a year ago. Monthly jumps have been running 30% 
and better. 

Networks explain the drop is due to the number of accounts affected 
by the Republican and Democratic conventions. 


Inside Stufl—Music 


Jack Robbins is back from a road trip of four weeks with a flock of 
squawks, principally against his own staff. Among other conclusions 
is Robbins’ decision to do away with overly complete professional copies 
and substitute intricate artists’ copies instead. These carry only the 
melody strain, with cued-in suggestions for harmonizing which only 2 
professional song demonstrator could master. 

It eliminates the bass accompaniment so that non-pros who have been 
in the habit of chiseling professional copies will have to go out and buy 
music. 

Robbins is backed up by his 51% partner, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, in 
a ‘lone wolf’ attitude, refusing to subscribe to any central shipping idea 
the music publishers are discussing. 

This is a plan to operate through a central shipping organization to 
save on the overhead of physical handling of music. Robbins is for 
maintaining his own individual shipping dept. regardless. 








Gus Kahn’s first New York visit in two years sees the Chicago 
lyricist consulting with the publishers and composers. As a general 
thing the tunesmiths either visit Kahn in Chi for the lyric matching, or 
the publishers send on lead sheets for him to fashion the words to. 

He is the most prolific present day wordsmith. 





Piedmont Music Co. (Arthur Fields and Fred Hall) haven't turned 
over their entire catalog to Campbel!l-Connelly but various deals are still 
in negotiation. 

Only single numbers have been acquired by C-C from Piedmont. 





After witnessing a session of picture scoring, Sir Hamilton Harty, 
English conductor in Hollywood for the Bowl series, told Alfred Newman, 
who was recording the musical score for ‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ that film 








claiming, for some time, that he was a newsgatherer for Walter Winchell. j 


scoring was far more difficult than symphony conducting. 
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New Musicals Put Back for Month 





RECETEIMATE 





Till Showmen Study Sept. Outlook 








Most of the flock of musical shows 


promised for the new season's start 
nave been set back five weeks or 


more. Indications are that only 
‘Ballyhoo’ with its four-way man- 
agement, and ‘Flying Colors,’ the 
Max Gordon revue, will appear on 
schedule, with the first named in 
first. Earl Carroll's new ‘Vanities’ 
js next in line, but will not reach 
town until late September. 

Whether the fact that this is elec- 
tion year or that the other pro- 
ducers have decided to wait to note 
conditions at the season's start, 
looks definite that Broadway will 
not have its fresh musicals until the 
football season ewings in. Same 
probably applies to a number of 
straight productions. 

The delayed attractions include 
Brown & MHenderson’s ‘Forward 
March,’ George White's ‘Scandals,’ 
and Schwab & De Sylva’s ‘Humpty 
Dumpty.’ 

‘Scandal’ Plan Changed 

White has also changed his plan 
about sending out last season’s 
‘Scandals’ which was due to tour to 
the coast. Show started on the 
road last winter to sensational busi- 
ness, playing auditoriums. It ran 
into bad going and suddenly halted 
in Chicago. With that ‘Scandals’ in 
the storehouse, Whiie’s squawk 
about Willie and Eugene Howard 
appearing in ‘Ballyhoo’ appears 
wasted, 

With the latter sow slated for 
the 44th Street, ‘Flying Colors’ will 
play the Shubert. Lee Shubert is 
gaid to be personally in on ‘Colors’ 
for $25,000, representing a _ third 
interest. 


FOLIES BERGERE’ FATE 
HANGS ON EQUITY RULE 


Equity will today investigate the 
Max Rudnick proposed show ‘Folies 
Bergere’ in rehearsal for the Lib- 








erty Theatre. Rudnick is calling | 


it a ‘variety revue’ with Equity 


interested in determining whether 
it is really vaude or a revue. 

Set for the show are James Bar- 
ton as star, Ada May, Fred Hilde- 
brand, De Haven and Knight, Roy 
Sedley, Jack Squiers and Nina Mae 
McKinney. Harry Carroll and 
Abner Silver wrote most of the 
score and Allan K. Foster is do- 
ing the staging. 

Two lines of girls are being used, 
one colored and one white, idea be- 
ing to split the show up into black 
and white sections. Miss McKinney 
will head the Harlem group. 

Rudnick, in preparing the show, 
has been careful to call it a ‘variety 
revue.’ Learned, however, that 
there are some production num- 
bers planned and special material 
being arranged. Equity’s angle is 
that if it’s really a group of vaude 
acts, even though they double in 
brass, it’s okay. But with produc- 
tion going into the piece it falls 
under legit jurisdiction and Equity 
wants bond put up for the actors. 

Rudnick’s opposition to call his 
show a full fledged revue is under- 
stood based not on the desire to 
avoid putting up a bond but in the 
hope of being able to play twice 
daily and Sundays. If getting an 
okay on the vaude tab he can do 
this, while as a legit show he is 
restricted to eight performances a 
week, 

With the heavy cast involved, 
Rudnick’s claim is he can play to 
Successful business at $2 top only 
by showing twice daily. 





Curtis Selling Stock 
Units at Upset Price 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Fred Curtis, forme: New York 
agent, has left the Katherine Kelly 
office, and is now lining up a unit 
stock proposition, which, when it 
gets underway late in September, 
will have ten play days. 

Unit will have individual com- 
Panies up in four bills to play each 
town, and then go to the next. 
Shows will be organized and pro- 
duced in Los Angeles and sold in- 


aA 


Leslie to Try Again 
With Remade ‘Clowns’ 


Lew Leslie is back in New York! 
with his defunct ‘Clowns in Clover,’ 
which enjoyed the dubious distinc- 
tion a fortnight ago of being the 
sole legit attraction in Chicago but 
which, despite this dearth of enter- 
tainment, didn’t draw. 

Leslie is back with a determina- 
tion to recast and refurnish the mu- 
sical, firm in his belief, despite the 
notices, that he can rehabilitate 
‘Clowns’ as he did ‘Blackbirds,’ 
which got him a fortune after it 
had been roundly panned. 

Leslie is over $25,000 of his per- 
sonal money in the box on ‘Clowns.’ 


GOLDEN GETS ROYALE; 
MAY DROP NAME HOUSE 


With John Golden awarded a 21- 
month lease on the Royale theatre, 
it looks as though the veteran pro- 
ducer will give up his name house 
on 58th street. Golden has been on 
the verge of getting out of it several 
times previously. 

Golden was awarded the lease on 
the Royale by Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Collins on his petition as co- 
receiver of that property. He holds 
that title on the Royale as well as 
the Masque and Majestic, the trio 
corporately being called the Royma 
Realty Co. They were taken over 
by the Shuberts from the Chanins 
and reverted on the Shubert receiv- 
ership to the first mortgagee, the 
United Cigar Stores. 

Lee Shubert, as second mortgage 
holder, protested Golden’s getting 
the lease and offered ‘better terms’ 
himself. Court, however, pointed 
out that Golden’s ‘superior respon- 
sibility’ and ‘lack of entanglements’ 
made him a preferable tenant, 











Second Carroll Piece 
Wants New Amsterdam 


Earl Carroll is looking for a house 
for his next ‘Vanities’ and has a bid 
in for the New Amsterdam. Inten- 
tion is to use the Manhattan, on 
which he has a lease, for his other 
musical, ‘It’s a Girl.’ 

Both shows go into rehearsal 
within the next couple weeks, with 
casting now being completed for 
‘Girl’ This is an English farce of 
last season’s vintage and authored 
by Melford Jones. Music is being 
written for it by Harold Arlen and 
Ted Koehler. 

‘Vanities,’ headed by Will Fyffe, 
English comic, will have a cast of 
about 60% foreign, and will include 
Randall from the Folies Bergere of 
Paris, 

Carroll is negotiating for Milton 
Berle and Billy House with a view 
of placing them in ‘It’s a Girl.’ 

Deal with Berle is on a two year 
basis, the matter of salary pending. 
If concluded it will be this per- 
former’s legit debut. 





Grocer Attaches Opera 


Kansas City, July 25. 

‘The Prophet’ which opened for 
a two weeks run in the Kansas City 
High School stadium, ran _ into 
trouble the second night when E. 
Von Lohen, a groceryman of Jack- 
son, Mich., served an attachment 
on a claim which he stated was due 
him from George Fassnacht, Mrs. 
Augusta Fassnacht, and the Frei- 
burg: Passion Play in English. 

The sheriff did not stop the show, 
altho the crowd was small. Top 
prices were originally announced at 
a dollar, but the scale was cut to 
35 cents. Members of the ‘Prophet’ 
cast formerly presented the Frie- 
burg Passion Play. 








tact, including all expenses with no | 
Script royalty, for a flat sum, leav- 
ing theatres to carry only their 
house overhead. | 


has authored a play, 





Shubert Wants Savo 


Hollywood, July 25. 


Lee Shubert is trying to get | 
Jimmy Savo for ‘Forgotten Man,’ | 
which goes into rehearsal early in 
August. 

Savo now doing picture work. 





P. A.’S PLAY 
Los Angeles, July 25. 
Dave Hellman, in the publicity | 
department of Loew’s State here, | 
‘Public Ser- | 


Theatres to be played on circuit | vant.’ 


will be north to Vancouver, and east 
to Salt Lake. 


It opens at the Egan _ here! 


July 26. , | 





Richman’s Own Show | 


Harry Richman is flirting with 
the idea of doing his own show on 
Broadway this fall. Loyce White- 
man, Coast radio songstress, is 
lined up for it. 

Jack Pearl is still flirting with 
Phil Baker for the latter's own | 
production. 


A New UBO, This 
Time Legit, Gets 
Under Way Aug. 1 


The United Booking Office, book- 
ing co-op of Shubert and Erlangers, 
and under way for some time, 
goes into action Aug. 1 with offices 
in the New Amsterdam Theatre 
building. 

Marcus Heiman will be the chief, 
assisted by Augustus Pitou and 
Jules Murray, who moves in from 
the Shubert Theatre building. 

Beokings will cover legit proper- 
ties outside of New York to avoid 
conflict and effect savings in op- 
erations, 

United Booking Office used to be 
the name of the old Keith vaude- 
ville exchange. 











2% of ‘Chameleon’ Gross 
No Lure to Idle Man 


The percentage thing en Broad- 
way has reached the box offices, or 
nearly so. The producer of a show 
offered the b. o.. job to a regular 
treasurer for 2% of the gross and, 
although the _ ticket seller was 
among the many unemployed, he 
backed away. 

Show is ‘The Chameleon,’ which 
opened at the Masque last week, 
with relatives of the management 
in the box office. There is a non- 
Equity cast. Prior to opening Adam 
Gostony, who adapted the play from 
the Hungarian, sent word to dra- 


Tiesfeld Dies Suddenly, Business 
Involved, Its Future Undetermined 





Florenz Ziegfeld, perhaps the | 


ijmost publicized theatrical manager | 


in America, died at Los Angeles | 
last Friday (22). He _ survived | 
pneumonia as did the late David | 
Belasco, only to succumb to a heart 
attack. He went west suddenly 
about three weeks ago after doctors 
advised him to try the dry climate 
of New Mexico, two spots being 
discovered on his lungs, but he hur- 
ried to the coast with an attack 
of pleurisy a few days before he 
expired. 

The manager was known in the 
profession as ‘Zieggy.’ He was fre- 
quently referred to as Flo, but was 
sensitive about the abbreviation of 
his first name and generally adver- 
tised as F, Ziegfeld, Jr. His father 
was a noted Chicago musician. His 
age was given as 63, but he re- 
cently told a physician that he was 
close to 70. 

Although he spent more than 
$200,000 in producing a single show 
he rarely experimented with talent, 
letting other showmen develop 
names whom he lured with high 
sa_aries. 

Ziegfeld reached the height of his 
career when at the New Amster- 
dam he produced a musical show 
downstairs and an after the theatre 
revue on the roof, known as the 
Midnight Frolic. Latter passed out 
soon after prohibition. Klaw and 
Erlanger were his partners in the 
Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ and when the for- 
mer split, the late A. L. Erlanger 
retained one-third interest. With 
both men deceased the standing of 
the ‘Follies’ name is somewhat in 
doubt. 

His Own Theatre 

The Ziegfeld theatre at 54th 
street and Sixth avenue was built 
by William R, Hearst from plans by 
Josef Urban, who designed the set- 
tings of many of his shows. Lately 





matic editors that he was dissatis- 
fied with the way the play was pre- 
sented by Liorel Hyman. Show 
drew a critical panning. 

The treasurer who turned down 
the percentage job figured it out 
rightly. At a $5,000 gross he might 
have drawn $100 and at $2,500 his 
pay envelope would have been $50. 
With the show having little chance 
to reach the latter figure the ticket 
seller tabbed the job a waste of 
time. 

While it is understood Equity 
made no protest to the stage hands’ 
union, it did try to halt the show 
via John Golden, who is receiver 
for the Masque. Golden advised 
Equity that Hyman had rented the 
Masque (four walls) for two weeks 
and he had no szy as to the status 
of the show on union matters, 


Shubert’s Shaw Season 
With Robert Lorraine 


Lee Shubert expects to put on a 
season of G. B. Shaw revivals, to 
start about the mid-September. 
First will be ‘Man and Superman’ 
starring Robert Lorraine. 

Lorraine has been loaned by Shu- 
bert to William A. Brady for ‘Dom- 
ino,’ now in rehearsal and will stick 
with that play until Shubert is 
ready to start rehearsal of the Shaw 
cycle. 

Cast of ‘Domino’ now includes 
Rod La Roque, Jessie Boyce Lordis, 
Lorraine and Geoffrey Kerr, Kath- 
erine Alexander dropped out. 


Alvin in Discard? 


Pittsburgh, July 25. 

Reports afoot here that Shuberts 
are trying to book their shows for 
next season into Nixon, Erlanger 
site, which would mean Alvin is in 
the discard. Nixon also getting the 
Guild-Shubert subscription plays. 

Alvin is a WB property, but for 
the last several seasons has been 
leased to Shuberts. When legit or- 
ganization went into receivership 
early last spring, house reverted to 
WB, but continued running under 
a booking arrangement with the 
Shuberts. 

Nixon will pull down the shutters 
week of Sept. 13 with the new 
Schwab-DeSylva musical, ‘Humpty- 
Dumpty,’ for a tryout. 











Aber Twins Go East 





Hollywood, July 25. 
Aber Twins, vacationing here for | 
the past month, return to New York 
next week for rehearsals of the new | 
Phil Baker revue. | 
Girls played one week at the 
Paramount. 


it was reported the house might re- 
vert to the owner before the ex- 
piration of the lease. Reports, too, 
were that he had suggested recently 
that one attorney be assigned the 
claims against him. There is no 
doubt about Ziegfeld being finan- 
cially embarrassed. It was stated 
more than a year ago that he had 
lost $2,000,000 in Wall Street. 

Ziegfeld was meticulous in his 
presentations and exacting to his 
employees. He generally framed 
his own ads and gave instructions 
as to the set-ups. 

It was during the try-out of the 
recently closed ‘Hot Cha’ that he 
was taken ill, and it was six weeks 
after the show opened in New Yor" 
before he was able to attend the 
performance. 

Ziegfeld, the son of a Chicago 
physician, was born March 21, 1869, 
and was brought up against a back- 
ground of music. His father was 
the organizer of the Chicago Musi- 
cal College. He sent the young man 
to Europe when 22 years old to 
further his musical studies. And 
Florenz—then Florenz Jr.—gave the 
first indication of his future bent 
by coming quickly back to New 
York as an impresario with a Hun- 
garian orchestra, a group of Rus- 
sian dancers and an English singer 
in tow. 

His First Failure 

It was his first managerial at- 
tempt. It was his first failure. 

His first theatrical production 
came in 1896, when he was 27 years 
old. It was a piece called a ‘Parlor 
Match’ and it starred Anna Held, 
whom he married in 1909. 

The show didn’t do so well at first. 
Then came the publicity breaks, A 
milkman sued Miss Heid for a large 
amount of milk. What did she use 
so much milk for? She took daily 
baths in it. The papers went for 
the story. The show began making 
money on one of the classic press 
agent plants of all time. 


Rita,’ ‘The 
‘Louis the 


Boots,’ though ‘Rio 
Three Musketeers’ and 
Fourteenth’ got him plenty of 
notice on their own. The last 
musical comedy he produced (with 
the exception of the current ‘Show 
Boat’ revival) was ‘Smiles’ and a 
flop. His quickest flop was ‘Betsy,’ 
which died at the New Amsterdam 
after only a few performances in 
1927. 

In 1927, he opened his name 
theatre with ‘Rio Rita.’ The lease 
on this house still has four years 
to go. 


Ziegfeld married Billie Burke 


April 14, 1914, and produced two 
plays for her, ‘Caesar’s Wife’ and 
‘Rose’ Briar.’ Two years after 


their marriage came the birth of 
their one child, Patricia. 

Ziegfeld’s career was a _ turbu- 
lent one. Always he was in the 
newspapers; always he was in 
trouble of some sort; constantly he 
was being haled into court for one 
thing or another. He was sued by 
authors, stage designers, costumers, 
directors, It didr.t seem to matter, 

Seizure in February 

In Pittsburgh, during the rehear- 
sal of ‘Hot-Cha’ he was taken ill 
with influenza. That was last Feb- 
ruary and he never fully recovered. 
In June he had a set-back and was 
confined to his home at Hastings- 
on-Hudson. 

Several wecks ago he left for the 
Coast. He spent several days in a 
New Mexico sanitarium and was 
reported holding his own and get- 
ting better. 

Suddenly at 10:30 Saturday 
morning, with only Dr. Marcus 
Radwin attending, his heart gave 
way under the strain. 





Los Angeles, July 25. 

Mrs. Florenz Ziegfeld will not re- 
turn east for at least three weeks. 

As to the future of the Ziegfeld 
enterprises it is understood here 
the Carroll theatre is simply on a 
percentage deal and that the Zieg- 
feld theatre will probably be re- 
turned to Hearst. Proposition made 
by A. C. Blumenthal to take over 
‘Show Boat’ was a friendly gesture 
and no permanent arangement has 
been made by him as to future 
handling of the showman’s affairs. 

The funeral services yesterday 
(Sunday) noon were very simple, 
lasting but a half hour, with about 
50 people present at the services. 
Rev. Frank Gibson, Episcopalian, 
read a short service and John Boles 
sang. 

Casket was sealed, with no one 
outside the family having viewed 
the producer. Body lies in Forest 
Lawn cemetery vaults, where it will 
remain until Mrs. Ziegfeld returns 
east, 

Probability is that the showman’s 
body will be taken East by his widow, 
Billie Burke. She has been playing 
in ‘Bill of Divorcement,’ being 
filmed by Radio. Meantime work 
on the picture is continuing with 
shooting concentrated around Miss 
Burke’s scenes. 

For several hours after Zieg- 
feld’'s death telegrams regarding 
his business affairs continued to ar- 
rive at the hospital. His daughter, 
Patricia, had been at his bedside 
until about an hour before his death 
came, taking down typical Ziegfeld 
telegrams, all of considerable length, 
for New York. 

Paramount Saturday afternoon 
tried to make up a symposium for 
a newsreel, inviting Will Rogers, 
Cantor and others who worked for 
the preducer to say a few words. 
Both Cantor and Rogers declined, 
feeling Ziegfeld’s death too keenly 
to participdte in such an under- 
taking. 





Shore Dates to Sept. 
Atlantic City, July 25. 





He starred Miss Held in a series 
of plays after that. ‘The French! 
Maid,’ ‘Papa's Wife,’ ‘The Little | 
Duchess,’ ‘Miss Innocence,’ ‘Red | 
Feather,’ ‘Higgledy-Piggeldy,’ ‘Pink 
Lady,’ ‘Mile. Napoleon.’ The last 
three were failures. Ziegfeld gave | 
up and went to Europe. 

In Paris, where he lived for about | 
four years, he saw and became en- 
thused over the Folies Bergere. In| 
1906 he came back to New York | 
with the idea of putting on a sim- | 
ilar show. In June, 1907, just a bit 
more than 25 years ago, he pro- 
duced his first Ziegfeld ‘FecJlies.’ 

Other Musicals of Nute 

His annual ‘Follies’ productions 
weren't enough. Ziegfeld turned to 
book musicals. Among his . mashes 
were ‘Sally,’ ‘Show Boat’ €ad ‘Kid 


Tom Love, veteran theatre man- 
ager of Philadelphia, is taking 
charge of the Apollo here when it 
re-opens Aug. 1 with the William 
Brady’s, ‘Domino,’ starring Rod La 
Rocque. 

Bookings will extend 
September but beyond 
for keeping the house 
vague, 


into early 
that plans 
open are 





Fields Succeeds Atwell 
Cincinnati, July 25. 

William Fields has signed as gen- 
eral press representative for Lau- 
rence Rivers, Inc., succeeding Ben 
Atwell, who recently resigned to 
write a book. Fields will be in ad- 
vance of ‘The Green Pastures.’ He 
has been doing publicity for the 
tingling-Barnum show. 
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Colorado Gold Rush Ghost Town 


Lives Again 


in Theatre Revival 





4 


Central City, Colo., July 26. 

‘his town of 550 lived over the! 
days of 50 years ago the past week 
when its population jumped to 5,000 
during the reopening of the Central 
City Opera House, rebuilt and re- 
vived by a group of Denver people, 
headed by Delos Chappell. The 
group spent over $25,000 in making 
the revival possible. Play is ‘Ca- 
mille.’ 

All the old saloons were cleaned 
up and opened, but only soft drinks 
were sold. The roulette wheels 
were dusted off, and tables of dice 
and faro were going full blast. 

Owned by Denver University, the 
opera house, built in 1878, had been 
turned over to Delos Chappell for 
the rebuilding and reopening. 

Seventy old oak chairs were sold, 
netting $7,000, nearly enough to pay 
for the rebuilding. The house seats 
750 and was a sellout every per- 
formance—six nights and two mati- 
nees. The gross ran around $10,000 
to $12,000. Seats sold at $2.50. 

Central City is 56 miles west of 
Denver, over narrow mountain 
roads, but the roads were jammed 
with cars and it was necessary to 
run special trains and busses to ac- 
commodate the crowds. Nearly 
every day the restaurants and ho- 
tels ran out of food. On the opening 
night, when society was there in 
costumes of oldtimers, hotels were 
charging $8 for a room for a few 
minutes so old-time clothes could 
be put on. Most everyone either 
stayed up all night or slept in their 
car. 

Lillian Gish Heads Cast 

The cast were housed at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Delos Chappell in 
Denver during the month of re- 
hearsals, Mrs. Chappell, formerly 
Edna James of stage fame, also be- 
ing a member of the cast. Lillian 
Gish played the lead as Marguerite 
Gautier, Raymond Hackett had the 
male lead. Others in the cast were: 
Olympe, Helen Freeman; Nanine, 
Mary Morris; Nichette, Leona Boy- 
tel; Anais, Edna James; M. Georges 
Duval, Moffatt Johnston; Varville, 
Frederick Worlock; Gaston Rieux, 
Lewis Martin; Comte de Giray, Ian 
Wolfe; St. Gaudens, Arnold Ronne- 
beck; Arthur, Paul Stephenson. 

The play, directed by Robert 
Edmond Jones, .vas well staged and 
acted. Reviews in Denver papers 
were lengthy and flowery. 

The crust of society dressed in 
pioneer costumes the opening night, 
many appearing as celebrities of the 
day. Among them were President 
Grant, who walked on a pavement 
of silver when he visited Central 
City; Grand uke Alexis of Russia; 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Field. 

In 1862 George Harrison built the 
National theatre in Central City, 
and before it: opening had to shoot 
in self defense Charley Switz, 
owner of a saloon where he ope- 
rated a variety show, and who had 
opposed the building. Langrishe & 
Daugherty took it over later, 
changed the name to the Montana, 
and in 1874 it burned. *"or four years 
theatricals were carried on in lodge 
halls. The town was teeming with 
excitement at the time, there being 
three daily papers. At the present 
time a weekly is published. 

The opera house was built of 
stone quarried from the nearby hills 


. by the Welsh and Cornish miners, 








and had walls four feet thick. No 
work was necessary on these walls 
when the house was reconditioned. 
The house is 55 by 155 feet, with 
the stage 43 by 53. The main floor 
seats 500 and the gallery 250. 


Famous Troupers 


For years it was hard to get com- 
panies to make the long trip from 
centers of population to Central 
City, but with the building of the 
Tabor opera house in Denver that 
Problem was solved, as every com- 
Pany playing the Tabor considered 
it a duty to play the Central City 
spot. Among those who appeared on 
the stage here were John L. Sulli- 
van, in ‘A Trip Across the Ocean,’ 
which, according to the program, 
was ‘a show a lady can enjoy’; Den- 


man Thompson in ‘Ten Nights in a! 


Barroom’; Beulah Blethen in farce, 
L. R. Stockwell, Fanny Barlow, 
Clara Throop, Lincoln J. Carter, 
Arthur Donaldson, Arthur Aiston, 
Belle Archer and Booth, Warde, Jef- 
ferson, Rose Coghlan and Maggie 
Mitchell made the trip to appear on 
the opera house stage. Edward Har- 


———+ 


FAVERSHAM’S CO-OP REP 


Touring Jersey In Autos Playing 
Two and Three Night Stands 








Long Branch, N. J., July 25. 

William Faversham is touring the 
New Jersey resorts with a stock 
company. They travel by auto and 
play two and three nighters. 

In addition to the three plays and 
three one acters by Alfred Sutro, 
which make up the repertoire, Fav- 
ersham reads from the classics. 

A Frederick Germain, of East 
Orange, is managing. 

It’s co-op. 





Frisco’s Symphony For 
Coast ‘Cat and Fiddle’ 


Los Angeles, July 25. 

Belasco and Curran are taking 
‘Cat and the Fiddle’ company to 
San Francisco for final rehearsals, 
instead of breaking in out-of-town 
before the Curran opening, set for 
Aug. 1. Idea is to rehearse with the 
S. F. Symphony orchestra, which 
will be used during the run there. 

Preliminary rehearsals are under 
way here. Company goes North, 
Wednesday (27). 


Chorus Troubles 


Chicago July, 25. 

Because a rehearsal called after 
an evening performance interfered 
with social engagement several 
chorus boys at the Municipal Opera 
in St. Louis mutinied against Di- 
rector Edward Clark Lilly. When 
given notice the rebels allegedly 
brewed trouble with their fellow- 
chorusmen with the result that 
seven new chorus boys have jobs. 

Equity was not invoved in the 
dispute as the management was 
within its rights in dismissing the 
insurgents for insubordination. 
Management paid them off two 
weeks salary although not required 
to do so. 


Tabbing ‘Hullabaloo’ 


Hollywood, July 25. 
‘Hullabaloo,’ the Rainger-Hecht- 
Smith revue, closed at El Capitan 
Saturday night (23). Closing caused 
when second week dipped to $4,000. 
Piece will be revamped for pic- 
ture houses. 


COLUMBUS STOCK ENDS 
Columbus, July 25. 

Hartman theatre, only legit house 
in town, went dark yesterday fol- 
lowing week of ‘Bodies by Fisher,’ 
world premiere, and 10 weeks of 
stock. Houre is to reopen in six 
weeks and will play series of road 
shows. 

House also is to be lined up with 
a small ‘chain’ of houses playing 
productions of Robert McLaughlin 
of Cleveland through the fall and 
winter. Other cities which will use 
these shows are to include Indian- 
apolis, Louisville, St. Louis and 
Cleveland, with more in the offing, 


WM. NORTON IN HOSPITAL 


William Norton, manager of the 
Music Box, is in Polyclinic hospital 
under observation after collapsing 
at his home. 

Denied visitors he has. been or- 
dered to take a complete rest for 
two weeks. Diagnosis indicated a 
nervous condition. 

















BOSTON LYRIC’S STOCK 
Boston, July 25. 
Plans of RKO to have the city 
take over the Lyric theatre as a 
museum have been shifted. 


Local reports are now that RKO 





may shove the theatre over to a 
stock company. 
Pasadena Holdovers 
Pasadena, July 25. 


Foilowing ‘Peer Gynt’ at the Pas- 
adena Playhouse, Douglass Mont- 





| gomery and George Lewis will be} 


ico-featured in ‘Butter and Egg Man.’ 
Lewis was last on the coast in 
‘Once in a Lifetime.’ 





Daniels in ‘Puck,’ and John L. re- 
turned in ‘Honest Hearts and Will- 
ing Hands.’ Kellogg, Sothern, Cary, 
Jaunischek, Barrett, Kean, Rignold, 
Mrs. Scott Siddons, Blind Tom and 
Charlotte Thompson passed by one 





rigan was here in ‘Old Lavender,’ 


Patti Rossi in ‘Dolly Varden,’ Frank | vival may be made an annual event. nightly event, 


by one across the scene. The re- 





Shows in Rehearsal 





*‘Ballyhoo of 1932’ (Ballyhoo, 
Inc.), 44th Street. 


‘Varnish’ (Arthur J. Ward), 
Geneva Hall. 

‘Page Pymalion’ (‘Goddess 
of Love’) (Aim Productions), 
Fulton, 

‘Cynara’ (Shuberts), Shubert. 

‘Domino’ (W. A. Brady), 


Playhouse. 


ONE L. A. SHOW 


| 


$6,000: THREE NIL 











Los Angeles, July 25. 
Of the four legit shows in town, 





only one, ‘Hullabaloo,’ got any 
;money last week. On its second 
| stanza at El Capitan take was 
|slightly over $6,000. Despite the 
| 


nominal return for a revue, piece is 
profitable to Henry Duffy with a 
short money cast and small per- 
centage deal to the authors, all 
working in studios. 

Gerhold Davis’ production, ‘Foot- 
lights,’ the ‘Satevepost’ story pic- 
turized by Metro as ‘Speak Easy,’ 
got away to a poor start at the 
Mayan Wednesday (20) with less 
than $2,000 going in the b.o. for the 
first four days. Piece was plenty 
ragged on the opening and drew 
nothing but pans from the review- 
ers. 

‘Conflict’ at the Orange Grove, a 
co-op affair, and the ‘The Wind's 
Will’ ..t the 300-seater Egan are 
both labors of love. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Conilict,’?’ Orange Grove (2d week) 
(D-723-$1.10). Amateurish produc- 
tion didn’t make the rent at $200. 

‘Footlights,’ Mayan (ist 4 days) 
(M-1,571-$2). Never got started at 
$2,000 for initial four days. With 
picture rights already sold, it looks 
like a profitless venture for the pro- 
ducer. 

‘Hullabaloo,’ El Capitan (2d week) 
(R-1,492-$1.65). No rave, but prof- 
itable at $6,000. Closes next week, 
with ‘Frisco’ penciled in to follow. 

‘The Wind’s Will,’ Egan (list 
week) (CD-334-40c). About $125 in 
the till just about paid the rent and 
got coffee and cakes for the cast. 


Bway Grosses Sag as List Shrinks; 
Another Theatre Adage Explodes 





| FRISCO 100% DARK 


Nothing in Sight Till ‘Cat and 
Fiddle,’ Due Aug. 1 


San Francisco, July 25. 
For the first time in history 
’Frisco is without a legit show. 
When Ina Claire and ‘Reunion in 
| Vienna’ bowed out of the Curran 
| Saturday night (23) after three 
oder soe legit row went dark and re- 
mains that way until Aug. 1 when 
‘Cat and Fiddle’ opens at the same 
house. 
‘Cynara’ 
Aug. 8. 
It’s rumored a possibility that the 
| President, long darkened, may go 
|to Sam Harris, formerly of Acker- 
man & Harris, for a tab show. 


comes into the Geary 





Taxes Force Chicago 
Legits to Lobby Sale 


Chicago, July 25. 

How to pay those taxes is the 
thought which keeps intruding 
into the hot weather consciousness 
of the local legit auspices. 

Grand Opera House rented one- 
half its sidewalk lobby space to a 
soft drink dispenser, the other half 
to a high pitch spieler for a spot- 
removing fluid. Woods has become 
an atmospheric orange juice stand. 

Adelphi is being operated by the 
Christian Business Men’s League 
who entice passers-by to ‘come in 
and get cool.’ Religion is hidden be- 
hind the invitation to get relief 
from the heat. 





Stock Test for ‘London’ 

Arthur Goodrich’s play, ‘So This 
Is London,’ dropped by George M. 
Cohan when he accepted his Para- 
mount pcture assignment, has been 
retitled and rewritten. New cap- 
tion is ‘Perfect Marriage.’ 

It'll get a showing in Skowhegan, 
Me., by the local stock company 
Aug. 8, with a possible New York 
| attempt later. 























Plays Out of Town 





BODIES BY FISHER 


Columbus, July 21. 
Melodramatic farce in three acts, five 
scenes, presented by Harry Schwartz and 
the Great Lakes Theatres at the Hartman, 
week of July 18; written by Victor Jory 
and Ralph Freud. Directed by William C. 


Walsh. 

Alvin Eaton.....,sescccsceee eeenseeas Gus Shy 
Louie Sekorya...... woccecccocess Victor Joy 
Paula....cscccee coccccceseceee DOra Clemant 
Helen Carnan...ccccescesseces Helen Pealer 
Lip- Tolley. ...eccces «s+. Henry Wadsworth 
Unknown Man....sccccccceseceees John Todd 
BA GBhiccccccce ocecccceessLOrene Chapman 
Dixon Reeves...... coccocccoe Farry Barton 
Bert Quinn..... vesceccscesocs mee Samer 
Phil Franchetti......«+..«+..Vincent Prior 
Joe Mugsl.....cccoces Sendees William Cardi 





Here is a play with possibilities. 
Going from here to the west coast 
and not due in New York until late 
fall, with doctoring by George 8S. 
Kaufman meanwhile, piece should 
prove a winner. 

Title means everything, and is the 
catch-line of the last act curtain. 
It is one of the big kicks of the 
evening. 

Gus Shy, signed to a run of the 
play, is the whole show. His are 
all the lines, more than half the 


occasional letdowns. 

Opening curtain starts with a 
bang. Heroine in scantiest negligee 
lis shown on a bed screaming as the 
gangsters torture her to get her to 
sign a paper incriminating her fath- 
er, a judge. 

Fisher (Shy) makes his appear- 
ance in the second scene. But he 
is only mistaken for Fisher, being a 
hoofer of parts instead of the ‘worst 
gangster ever heard of.’ The vaude- 
villian is almost taken for a ride, 
then forced to join the gang, who 
still know him as Fisher, meets the 
girl, turns tough and gets away with 
it, exchanges clothes with the gal 
and is almost shot up when dis- 
covered. Then enters the real Fish- 
ler; there is heavy shooting, the po- 
|lice ask ‘How did all these dead 
guys get to lay around here?’ which 
is answered by the title line. 
| Much of the play’s humor is pure- 
ly Broadway, however, and not so 
|forte in the sticks. Hoofing and 





'clowning by Shy went heavily, but | 


|many vaude lines failed to click. 

Piece can do with a bit more 
‘humor and a little less melodrama. 
|It is Jory’s first effort to reach pro- 
|duction. Mare Connolly is under- 
| stood to be handling the east coast 
'end of operation. 

Neat biz for the week here with 


|plenty curtain calls and speeches a. 


Harvest. 


action, and he saves the play from , 


THE LAST JUDGMENT 


A comedy by Gennaro Curci and Eduardo 
Ciannelli. Presented by Scarborugh Play- 


ers at Beechwood theatre Scarborough-on- 
Hudson, July 20, for four performances. 

Dr. Harrold...cccccccccees Edward Fielding 
WOUTHO. .'. cc cecccscccccssesece Wendy Atkin 
Pirandello. ...cccesccesses Eduardo Ciannelli 
SBAW «os se vcece ..--Eugene Powers 









Shakespeare. . TTTTEL John Dunn 
ClOOPAtra 'iciccccccevecoescder’ Alice Reinhart 
Francesca.... -...-Peggy Hovenden 
TIGIOR. coccce .-Barbara Williams 
ANtONny...ccccocece eee--Clarence Kavanagh 
EPO 2s vecicctewvcsses geoccccccdoss Riza Royce 
OCtAViIES..ccgeccccccccssooee Richard Whort 
NenelauS......cee. eccccecces Gordon Nelson 
Mile. Martina... .ccccccccossceees Diane Borli 
PUOKCO. ccc ccceccccvees ecccecd Arthur Bowyer 
BOPVEME. < ccsecccces eccesees- William Dorbin 





Prof. Bluttner..... oeeeees+ Harold Johnsrud 
are Perr re caccccepe yeuaewe eae 
StrangWer. ..ccccccccccecsccceces Allan Willey 
SUBERK 06500 cidccsceccedccccests SmOUEne 
Electrician.....sese0. ...Clarence, Kavanagh 
Property. MOR. ..ccccuscsdee William Dorbin 





This is one that will cause chat- 
ter among the highbrow element 
| when it reaches Broadway. The 
;chances are that it will get there 
because John R. Sheppard, Jr., from 
Park Avenue, who backs the Scar- 
|borough Players, is sold on the com- 
edy himself, and there have been 
offers from outside to back it 
|provided some changes go in. Busi- 
{ness which has been growing slow- 
ly for the Scarborough Players since 
they cut prices went up for this 
show. 

Ciannelli is the author on the job. 
| Gennaro Curcl, brother of Galli- 
'Curci, the warbler, had the first 
idea, according to reports, and 
called in Ciannelli to help him write 
the play. Then when they began to 
| get it ready for summer try-out, 
|Curci was in Hollywood writing dia- 
| log for Italian versions of talkers, 
,and Ciannelli had to do the finish- 
ling alone. He was an interested 
jactor, as well as author, because 
|he took one of the principal parts, 
|}closing with ‘Reunion in Vienna’ in 
; time to begin rehearsals. 
| Comedy opens with two charac- 
| ters sleeping side by side in London | 
hospital beds. From talk between 
|nurse and doctor it somes out that 
|they are Bernard Shaw and Luigi 
| Pirandello. They’ve been driving in 
| opposite directions and crashed. As 








they come to they have a lot of | 
;comments to make on the plays 
'they’ve written. Then the doctor 


: : 
|returns with inmates of the place. 


| They have a little company of their 
own, giving plays every two weeks, | 
| with the prize nut as director. He 
thinks he’s Bill Shakespeare. The 


(Continued on page 47) 


Low legit business on Broadway 
this summer serves to crack a the- 
orv—that the closing of shows 
should help boost attendance for 


the survivors. It has not worked 
out that way. As the attraction list 
decreased, grosses of shows de- 
clined. 

That may have been due to gen- 
eral slump conditions, but there are 
showmen who never subscribed to 
the idea of the fewer the better, at 
certain times. What proved true 
on Broadway went for Chicago too. 

When ‘Face the Music’ closed it 
was expected ‘The Cat and the 
Fiddle’ would be helped, especially 
as there were but three musicals in 
New York. But ‘Cat’s’ gross slipped. 
So did trade for ‘Show Boat’ and 
even ‘Of Thee I Sing.’ The busi- 
ness just hasn’t been in sight and 
the weather very warm. Fact that 
‘Music’ did not run over 21 weeks 
after getting the most enthusiastic 
notices in years is indicative of the 
time. 

Out in the Loop there was a lone 
show, ‘Clowns in Clover,’ and it 
was figured any sort of a new mu- 
sical would be welcomed. That re- 
vue left Chicago showless after two 
bad weeks. It happened the per- 
formance was ragged, being changed 
nightly. Word went around that it 
was a bust and the customers 
stayed away. 

‘Sing’ is still making good money 
and with ‘Another Language’ prof- 
itable, this duo alone are slated to 
hold over into the new season. Any 
or all of the other five attractions 
are liable to stop. 

Some of the critics are remain- 
ing in town, coining show yarns or 
rewriting themselves to keep occu- 
pied and turn out some sort of a 
theatrical department. But they 
will not be called on to write re- 
views until August is well advanced. 

‘The Chameleon,’ which braved 
the going last week with a cast of 
unknowns, was panned at _ the 
Masque and doesn’t seem to have a 
chance, Next week the second 
stringers will have another chance 





to visit the Village where the 
‘Devil's Little Game’ is due. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Another Language,’ Booth (14th 
week) (C-708-$3.380). Comedy hold- 
ing to very good money coaridering 
conditions; sole spring success ap- 
proximated $9,500 last week when 
trade was better. 

‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort (9th week) 
(C-1,043-$3.30), Getting by because 
players are on percentage and house 
gets only operating expénse; around 
$3,500. 

‘Cat and Fiddle’ Cohan (42nd 
week) (M-1,400-$3.30). Also on 
sharing basis; house guaranteeing 
loss week to week; around $11,000; 
ev.n break, 


‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (31st 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Up to about 
$23,000; standout musical figured to 
stick until Christmas. 


‘The Chameleon,” Masque (2nd 
week) (CD-700-$3.30). Drew pan- 
ning in dailies; house rented out- 
right for two weeks; doubtful after 
Saturday. * 

Other Attractions 


‘Show Boat,’ Casino (Carroll); re- 
vival around $25,000; operatin.; ex- 
pense down but week to week. 

‘That’s Gratitude,’ Waldorf; 
vival; mostly pass money. 


re- 





‘The Great Magoo’ by Ren Hecht 
and Gene Fowler for production, by 
Billy Rose about September. 








What 


Jack 





Dempsey 


Thinks of Annuities 


As quoted from the Tulsa 


‘Daily World’: 


‘l haven’t got a whole lot of 
money, but I’ll never be broke. 
When I first started making big 
money |! bought an annuity, and 
that will always keep me.’ 


For Further Particulars See 


JOHN J. KEWP 


Insurance 
551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 


Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-9 














ae mene 


ndiiieliehetiteinas dehasd came a, ee ee 


ie ali ec enee 


~ 


alba 


rn art 


earner th eat» 


- 


em tt tn 





pierces ei net ‘ 
Se LC Tg oe 


Ae ti ae. 
ones t 








LiTERAT SE 











40 VARIETY 
‘News’ Shifts Chic Sale’s New Book 
‘Tie} ’ A collection of self-written epi- 
The New York ‘Daily News, called “The t Word’ as- 


which recently took over Ed Sulli- 
van as a third Broadway columnist, 
Sunday 
Broadway column assignment, It is 
believed that eventually Sullivan 
with 
Skolsky concentrating on | 


is giving Sullivan the 


will have a daily B’way col. 
Sidney 
his Tintypes. John Chapman is the 
third Main St. commentator. Alissa 
Kerr is being relieved; she, too, did 
a Tin Types sort of column called 
Snap Shots—miniature biographies. 

Skolsky is going to the Coast in 
a week to do Tintypes on the Olym- 
pics athletes and screen celebs; 
also to conduct a Hollywood column 
during his Coast stay. 

Howard Swain, erstwhile manag- 
ing editor of the now defunct Mac- 
fadden evening tab, the ‘Graphic,’ 
is on the ‘News’ as a caption-writer. 
The picture tabloid has three or 
four ‘people who do nothing but 
write captions on pictures. The ex- 
m.e. is one of these. With Jack 
Miley, general reporter, Sullivan and 
Swain, that’s three ‘Graphic’ alum- 
ni on the ‘News.’ 





Newspaper Pay Cuts 

Only New . York newspaper not 
experiencing a direct salary cut is 
the ‘Daily News’ (tab) .which, how- 
ever, is engaging new people only 
on a five-day weekly basis, with 
5/7th. salary. Editorial staff has 
otherwise not been cut, the 5-day 
schedule applying to the non-edi- 
torial and the new news staff em- 
ployments. 

The ‘Times’ recently took a 10% 
cut and the ‘Herald Tribune’ is now 
paying off semi-monthly, comput- 
ing the salary on a four-week basis 
to the month. That's about a 10% 
cut. 

The Hearst papers, both in New 
York and elsewhere, have been cut 
twice or more. In Washington, D. 
C., two cuts total 19%. 





Authors Wholesale 


Lining up with the present trend 
toward the multiple story volumes, 
Doubleday-Doran has brought out 
two. One, oddly priced at $2.39, is 
a collection of 24 short stories by 
P. G. Wodehouse, taken from the 
Jeeves and Mulliner series, with one 
complete novel ‘Leave It to Smith.’ 
Old material but selected from the | 
best that can stand réreading. 

Second volume is the ‘Scotland 
Yard Book’ of the late Edgar. Wal- 
lace, containing three of his novels 
and bulking 1,032 pages. At three 
full novels for $2, the publishers 
are making it harder for the cut 
raters. 





Cheery Group 


Joe Cunningham,. the, Philly hu- 
morist, appeared as an after dinner 
speaker last week before the State 
Cemetery Superintendents Associa- 
tion which convened at the Nelson 
House, Poughkeepsie. 

The speaker parried with the boys 
and found out that when they were 
not meeting they visited all the 
burying grounds in the region just 
for a holiday. 

Cunningham got his top laugh 
when he remarked he eould think 
of no better vacation spot than a 
nice muddy cemetery on a rainy 
afternoon. . 





Minute Economy 


The New York ‘Herald Tribune’ 
in cutting its width of the paper 
down by %ths of an inch figures to 
save thousands of dollars on the 
year in paper: The ‘Trib’ measures 
17%x22% as against’ the sn xe 
‘Times,’ 18x22%. 

The lengths are the same, but 
that fraction of an inch saving in 
width is regarded as a sizeable econ- 
omy without in any wise tabloidiz- 
ing the standard size sheet, 





Book on Garbo 

One of the smallest of limited edi- 
tions ever issued is an interpreta- 
tive study of Greta Garbo, called 
‘Garbo; A Commentary on the 
Times. The edition amounted to 
only 12 copies. 

Author is a New York woman, 
Ann Foda, who is also the pub- 
lisher. It’s one of a number of 
books on Garbo published during 
the past year. 





. Personal Prejudice Mag 

Nuttiest of the new nut mags is 
that just issued for the first time 
by Bernard Guilbert Guerney,. the 
23d street bookseller, book pub- 
lisher, sophisticate, satirist and the 
sole one to successfully keep alive 
the Montparnasse spirit in New 
York, 

Guerney’s title for 
‘Jack Ketch,’ sub-titled ‘The Hang- 
man.’ Jack Ketch is British slang 
for the hangman... That’s Guerney’s 
explanation, anyhow. _. 

In his peculiar-sized mag, which 
is about four times as long as it is 


his mag is 





Hollywood's Reading 


(Consensus of demand in 
June with Satyr Book Store, 
Esme Warde, Pat Hunt and 
Stanley Rose.) 

Fiction 

‘The Fountain,’ Charles Mor- 
gan. 

‘Modern Hero,’ 
field. 

‘Three Lovers,’ Kronin. 

‘Summer Hotel,’ P. J. Wolf- 
son, 

‘Good Earth,’ Pearl Buck. 

"Topper Takes a Trip,’ Thorne 
Smith. 








Louis Brom- 





General 
‘Only Yesterday,’ Frederick 
Lewis Allen. 
‘Way of a Lancer,’ Richard 
Boleslavsky. 
‘Another: Language,’ Rose 
Franken. 


‘Short Introduction to the 
History of Human Stupidity,’ 
Walter B. Pitkin. 

20,000 Years in Sing Sing,’ 
L. E. Lawes. 

‘Adventures of a Novelist,’ 


taphs, 
sembled by Homer Croy, is Chie 
Sale’s first publication through his 
the Specialist Publishing Co. from 
other than his own pen. “fo make 
up for it, Sale has written an intro- 
duction to the book. 

The Specialist Publishing Co. was 
formed, as the name indicates, to 
publish Sale’s now classical ‘The 
Specialist.’ Success of that little 
book has decided Sale to continue 
his publishing activities, and he has 
opened an office in Hollywood. 

A number of illustrators supplied 
the pictures for the new book, in- 
cluding Walt Disney, the Mickey 
Mouse creator. 





Smith’s 5c. Fan Mag 
First issue of Frederick James 
Smith’s new film fan mag is out. 
Called ‘Screen Weekly,’ and only 
one selling for a nickel. 
Smith’s connection was with the 
Tower group. 





Publisher Macloon Fishing 


Louis O. Macloon announces that 
his ‘Hollywood Star,’ published in 





Gertrude Atherton. 








wide, Guerney takes a rap at many 
things, a particular object of his 
blasts being ‘The New Yorker.’ 





Fiction Guild Tip Service 
American Fiction Guild in its tie- 
up with ‘Author and Journalist’ is 
enlarging its authors’ service. 
Members of the guild get almost 
daily tips on prospects and possi- 
bilities in their field. As soon as 
any of the officers of the pulp- 
writers’ group hears of something 
the tip goes out via mimeographed 
post-card to all members. Mem- 
bers thus are in practically constant 
touch with their market. ‘Author 
and Journalist,’ monthly, reprints 
the tips later for general consump- 
tion. 





Sumner Takes Half Loaf 


John S. Sumner, the vice crusader, 
who has preferred charges against 


"Harry Donnefeld of publishing al- 


legedly obscene mags, is reported 
to have made a settlement with 
Donnefeld by which the publisher 
will scrap one of the mags objected 
to, with the others then to be given 
a‘clean bill of health. 

The Sumner objections as origi- 
nally: expressed were against the 
entire group of Donnefeld mags, 
which Harry Donnefeld issues un- 
der the name of the Donny Press. 


Included among these are ‘La 
Paree,’ ‘Gay: Broadway’ and ‘La 
Parisienne.’ 


Sumner’s ire was particularly 
aroused by ‘Gay Broadway,’ with 
this the mag to be scrapped in re- 
turn for the freedom of the other 
two. 

The Vice Society-Donnefeld case 
comes up soon, at which time it is 
expected to be dismissed in view of 
the agreement made between Sum- 
ner and the publisher. 





Charles E. Young Dies 
Charles E. Young, 60, assistant 
managing editor of the Boston 
‘Post,’ died July 23 at his home in 
that city. Young joined the paper’s 
staff 27 years ago, coming from 
Gloucester where he had edited a 
paper of his own. 

Survived: by wife and a brother, 
James E. Young, of the Chicago 
‘Journal of Commerce.’ 





Lansinger’s Jr. 
It’s a boy with the family of John 
M. Lansinger, owner and publisher 
of ‘College Humor.’ Latest issue 
arrived at the Evanston hospital, 
Evanston, Ill.,, July 20, and gets the 
revised title of ‘John Marcus, Jr.’ 





' Newsmen Were Overlooked 
Hollywood ‘Citizen-News’ edi- 
torial force accepted a 10% cut. In- 
volves about 30. 

Writing staff was overlooked 
when the business office force took 
a similar slash several months ago. 





Belfrage in a Spot 

Cedric Belfrage, who contributes 
an entertaining film department to 
the London ‘Sunday Express,’ has 
taken on the job of film critic with 
‘The Bystander.’ 

He would rather write one phrase 
of American colloquialism than a 
column of English. ‘The Bystander’ 
is highbrow. 





Trade Regional Quits 

Thomas D. Van Osten suspends 
publication Aug. 1 of his San Fran- 
cisco regional film trade paper, ‘In- 
dependent Exhibitor-Bulletin,’ 

Van Osten, who is also secretary 
of California Theatres Association, 
has published the regional for 12 
years. 





‘Hollywood Pictorial News’ and 


the film colony, will suspend until 
Sept. 1. Says he'll resume then, but 
during summer dull period he will 
fish around Mystic, Conn. 





Lait Edits Tab Synd. 
Jack Lait is now editing the new 
New York ‘Sunday Mirror’ Syndi- 
cate in conjunction with his editor- 
ship of King Features. 





Chatter 
New editor of ‘Brevities’ is Myron 
Hinch, 
John Dos Passos and his ‘realists’ 
confreres preparing to convene. 
Knopf will bring out James Lav- 
er’s first novel, ‘Nymph Errant.’ 
Georges Simonen, the French 
scribbler of mystery tales whose 
works Covici-Friede will bring out 
here, is said to be more prolific than 
Edgar Wallace was. 
Izzy Einstein, the one-time pro- 
hibition raider, writing his remi- 
niscences for Stokes. 
Robert Innes Center, the authors’ 
agent, is the Bobbs Merrill new 
literary adviser, succeeding Max- 
well Aley. 
Liveright has taken Carmen 
Barnes’ new novel, ‘Mother, Be 
Careful.’ Carmen is the young 
scribbler who almost became an 
actress for Paramount. 
Lee Kashin, former editor of 


‘Home Movie Magazine,’ now publi- 
cizing a swimming pool 

Cass Canfield back from London 
with a load of new scripts for Har- 
per’s. 

Because of the switch in publica- 
tion dates, Russel Crouse’s two 
books will be published within a 
week of each other. October is the 
month, 

The story which W. Somerset 
Maugham is now doing has a Malay 
locale. 

‘Mark Hellinger will do a Heywood 
Broun for that proposed new So- 
cialist mag. 

Their illustrations do more to sell 
those books on nudism than the 
texts. 

Booth Tarkington's next will be a 
costume piece. 

Of all the book properties dis- 
posed of by the defunct Cape & 
Ballou, only one, ‘Cross Roads of 
the Java Sea,’ was bought back by 
its author. Purpose of the author, 
Hendrik de Leeuw, was to revise 
the work, and he may republish it 
himself. 

The Ivar Kreuger affair furnishing 
material for a large number of 
scribblers. 

That forthcoming Izola Forrester 
Page biog, ‘My Grandfather, John 
Wilkes Booth,’ may cause altera- 
tions in the Lincoln epics. 

Thorne Smith preparing another 
mad piece, to be called ‘The Bishop's 
Jaegers.’ 

Doubleday, Doran collecting a 
heap of Noel Coward's sketches and 
lyrics between covers. 

Will Rogers will write a foreword 
to Charles M. Russell’s new book. 
‘The Mystery of the Frightened 
Lady’ is supposed to have been the 
last story written by mayer Wal- 
lace. 

Thomas Wolfe and John Seveman 
joint winners of the ‘Scribner’s’ 
new $5,000 long story contest. 
Arthur Guiterman returns soon, 
Rudolph Fisher, who authored 
‘The Conjure-Man Dies,’ is colored. 
When not scribbling he’s a physi- 
cian. 

Jack Miley of the ‘News’ and 
Mark Barron, A.P. Broadway col- 
umnist, are nabors in the Hotel 
Dryden. 
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Diary of a Stooge 





(Continued from page 33) 


got tiine to think about things like 
that. 

Ah revor, Tilliel 

Hollywoodland, Saturday. 

Boy, oh boy! 

I can’t write about it tonight be- 
cause it’s too late and I can hardly 
think I get so excited, 

Geel 





Hollywoodland, Sunday. 

This is the last thing I can write 
in my diary for a long time, maybe 
forever, because a man can’t have 
secrets when this happens to him. 

It started Saturday night when 
I didn’t die like I thought I was go- 
ing to. Instead, my head got better, 
and when Mr. Bowery came home 
and said we would have a decent 
celebration because he went back 
to work in pictures I felt like the 
fun would da me good before I went 
all the way to the dogs. 

I got into my best suit and Sane 
leon drove us over to the Ambas- 
sador hotel. On the way over Mr. 
Bowery kept telling me to buck up 
because there was a lot of nice 
things to be happy about, but I 
said it was too late. 

‘Nothing will ever interest me any 
more, Mr. Bowery,’ I said to him. 
‘I am too far gone.’ 

He scratched his head and I just 
looked out of the window of his 
automobile like I had a million 
things to think of and none of them 
important. 

When we got in the Grove there 
was a big crowd at one table, all 
from Mr. Bowery’s studio, and we 
sat down with them and ifr. Bow- 
ery called hello to everybody. I 
didn’t even have to look around to 
guess that Tillie was at the table, 
and she was. I smiled at her the 
saddest I have ever smiled at any- 
body while Mr. Bowery introduced 
me around. 

Tillie called something over to 
me but I just turned away. Thena 
lady offered me a highball and it 
made my head hurt even to look 
at it, so I told her I didn’t want 
any. But Mr. Bowery had one, and 
then he had another, and pretty 
soon he was calling me Stooge and 
asking me to say my riddles for the 
people. 

I felt too sad to say riddles but 
finally I told the one about the baby 
and the comb because people kept 
begging me. Everybody laughed be- 
cause I tell it a funny way, so I told 


a lady offered me a drink again 
and I took it without thinking. 
Pretty soon I took a couple more 
and started clowning around a lot. 
Bowery gave me a dirty look but 
people were laughing so hard I 
couldn’t stop. I looked at Tillie a 
couple of times and whenever I did 
she turned away. 

And then right in the middle of 
it I heard a lady ask a man at our 
table who that goof was, and she 
pointed at me. 

The man smiled. ‘That’s Moe 
Bowery’s stooge,’ I heard him say. 
‘Moe carries him around just for 
laughs.’ 

I felt like a rock had hit me in 
the stomach. The man and woman 
were talking real loud because they 
were kind of drunk, and everybody 
at our table could hear them. 


him. 

‘It’s hard to euutela? the man 
said to her. ‘When Moe gets a 
headache this stooge takes an aspir- 
in tablet. He buys cigars for Moe 
and keeps the dry. one for himself, 
and he makes dates with women 
for Moe and gets the leftovers. A 
stooge is like a butler only you 
can take him places.’ 

My face was burning so hot I 
could almost feel the flames, and 
when the woman laughed I could 
have choked her. I didn’t look any 
place for a minute, but for some 
reason I can see Moe Bowery’s face 
all embarrassed and Tillie almost 
erying. I jumped up from my chair. 
‘From now on,’ I yelled, ‘Mr. Bow- 
ery can take his own aspirin tablets. 
A stooge is just as good as any- 
body else, but if that’s the way peo- 
ple feel about them I'd rather be 
dead!’ 

I threw my highball glass down on 
the floor and ran for the door. The 
dance floor. was kind of slippery 
and made me fall flat on my face, 


some more. The people roared and | 


‘What's a wedge? the lady asked |- 


‘Where are you going? she hok 
lered, 

‘None of your business,’ I hollered 
back at her. ‘I'm going to kill my-~- 
self!’ I shook her off my arm and 
jumped into the car and started it 
up. Tillie hopped on the running 
board, but I gave her another shove 
and she fell in the street. I was so 
crazy I didn’t know what I was 
doing. 

Then I started driving like a fire 
engine, going through stop lights 
and everything, and all at once I 
thought of a big bridge over the 
Los Angeles river. 

While I was speeding for the 
bridge I looked back and saw a 
car chasing me with a girl in it 
waving. It was Tillie, so I went 
faster yet. 

It seemed like no time before I 
got to the bridge, and Tillie was 
about two blocks behind ma =r 
jammed on the brakes and jumped 
out of the car and onto the railing 
of the bridge. My heart felt like 
it was caught between my teeth and 
I looked back once more before I 
jumped. 

I could see Tillie’s car behind 
mine and she was screaming and 
waving. And then I don’t know 
whether I jumped or what, but all 
at once I could feel myself floating 
through the air! 

I landed head first and I heard a 
splash and my neck got an awful 
scrunch. Then I didn’t remember 
any more. 

When I woke up Tillie was rub< 
bing my forehead with a handker- 
chief and her pretty dress was full 
of mud. 

‘Why didn’t you let me drown? I 
asked her. 

‘In two feet of water?’ Tillie said, 
and she was still crying. ‘You 
looked awful with your head stuck 
in the mud and your feet waving 
in the air.’ 

‘Two feet? I said, and I looked 
at the river. It was about eighteen 
inches wide and looked like a sewer 
in Peoria. 

‘If you want to drown heré you 
have to wait for the spring rains,’ 
Tillie said. ‘But what a man like 
you wants to drown for is more 
than I can understand.’ 

‘Why not? I said. I felt foolish. 

‘With a head like yours?” Tillie 
said. She was sitting in the mud 
beside me and we must have looked 
funny. ‘Don’t you know that you’ve 
been wasting your time as a stooge 
when you could be one of the best 
business men in the country? 

‘How do you mean” I asked her. 

‘II_ know you better than these 

people out here,’ Tillie said. ‘You're 
a natural born executive, that’s 
what you are, and I'll never be one 
no matter how hard I try.’ 
‘What kind of an executive? I 
asked her, because I could see that 
she knew what she was talking 
about. 

‘Take me, for inetanan,’ Tillie said. 
‘They tell me I have a future in pic- 
tures, but I don’t know how to han- 
dle my affairs. What I need is a 
manager. Somebody with a good 
business head to see that I get a 
square deal.’ 

‘You mean like me?’ I asked her. 
*You mean a man that could handle 
your business with the studio and 
make those big executives look like 
suckers?’ 

‘That's it,’ Tillie said, all exited. 
‘TI mean a man like you!’ 

‘What does a man like that get” 
I said. It was good to hear her 
finally talking sense. 

‘About 50% would be fair, I guess,’ 
Tillie said. 

‘I guess it would,’ I said. It made 
me all happy to realize at last that 
I was a big business man. 

‘Of course,’ said) Tillie, ‘we could 
make it.a lot simpler if we had only 
one bank account.’ Her face came 


shiny from tears that she looked 
like an angel. I got fidgety and tried 
to look away, but I couldn’t. Be- 
fore I could stop myself I was kiss- 
ing her, and it felt so good to be 
kissing her again that I could have 
floated awsy in a balloon. 

‘We'll have to get married,’ I said. 
‘It wil’ make our business simpler.’ 
‘Yes,’ said Tillie, ‘I guess we'll 
have to get married.’ We kissed each 
other again. 

‘And when you're a big manager 
handling my affairs you won't mind 


;me offering a little advice now and 


then, will you?’ Tillie asked me. 
‘Of course not,’ I said. The right 
kind of business man is always open 





and people roared at me. My nose 
was bleeding when I got up, all 
over my new suit, but I kept on 
running. 

When I got outside I noticed Na- 
poleon wasn’t in Mr. Bowery’s car, 
so I started to hop into it. But be- 
fore I could get in somebody 








Bert Lahr will write one of those 
$1 booklets for Simon & Schuster, 


grabbed my arm and it was Tillie. 
She was crying. 


to suggestions.’ 
I looked at Tillie and her face was 


\full of mud from my face and she 
| looked like Al Jolson‘s wife must 
| leak, 


And we stayed there for a long 
time sitting in the mud and laugh- 
ing and necking. 


(The End) 
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near to. mine, and her eyes were so ! 
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RADIO SALARIE 





NEA IN CONV. 
PANS RADIO 


San Francisco, July 25. 


Meeting here in annual conven- 
tion, NEA members last week took 
a healthy swat at the radio stations 
using news services for broadcasts 
ef current events. 

National Editorial Association 
gtill figures stations and newspapers 
as competition and added that sta- 
tions, therefore, shouldn’t be allowed 
UP, AP, INS and other dispatches 
for reading over the air, inasmuch 
as those broadcasts often reached 
the public long before newspapers 
hit the stands. 

Newspaper gang, after a series of 
hot meetings, left in a body for a 
day at the Salinas rodeo, thence to 
Los Angeles where the convention 
will be resumed. 


COAST CLEANING UP ON 
ALLEGED RADIO RACKET 


Los Angeles, July 25. 

Two Hollywood promoters ar- 
rested in past week on _ bunco 
charges growing out of complaints 
of victims who tried to buy air and 
gound careers. Hunter A. Keasey, 
conducting the International Broad- 
cast News and Barrel House Crack- 
er hours, which lasted a week over 
KMTR before the station yanked 
the programs, being held on five 
counts of violating the state labor 
laws and five counts of grand theft. 
Job-seekers claim they paid from 
$130 to $700 for positions that never 
materialized, 

Frank Mitchell, who operated a 
gound instruction school, arrested 
on suspicion of grand theft when 
victims said they had paid from $150 
up and didn’t get either salaries or 
their money back. 














A SECOND PROGRAM 


Cream Account Adds CBS Chain 
For Sax Rohmer Stories 








Chicago, July 25. 

Italian Campagna Cream will 
have two programs this fall. Its 
‘First Nighter’ series of playlets 
will be on NBC for a fourth year. 
‘Adventures of Fu Manchu’ will 
start over CBS Sept. 26. 

Sax Rohmer stories are networked 
after the rights were controlled 
since 1926 by Nate Caldwell. For 
a time in 1928 It was on the air 
over KOIL, Omaha, as a sustainer. 
At that time the author waived 
royalties. 





Jack Brady Lost Voice, 
Shifts to Instrumental 


Detroit, July 25. 

Jack Brady is now broadcasting 
over WJR on a new program called 
“Easy Way Piano Method.’ Brady 
was a partner of the former team 
of Jack and Gene, Gene being of 
the present team of Gene and Glenn. 

Brady left the team when he lost 
his voice. His program now doesn’t 
all for any vocals. 


Wynn’s SRO 


Ed Wynn is playing to S.R.O. on 
his ‘Texaco’ broadcasts. 

NBC has been in the habit of giv- 
Ing out regular seats at its Times 
Square studio for guests to listen 
in on the Wynn etherizing. So many 
requests to catch Wynn doing his 
stuff that NBC is ‘sold out’ on seats 
for the next three months. 











Return Hospital Date 
San Francisco, July 25. 

Wife of Harold Peary, NBC play- 
ér and singer, is back in an Oak- 
land hospital for a second engage- 
ment, following a sidewalk acci- 
dent last winter when her heel 
Caught in a broken sidewalk and 
She strained her back. 

She was formerly Betty Jour- 


a 
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Hearst Switched 





Los Angeles, July 25. 

William Randolph Hearst 
knew Will Rogers would be a 
better draw on the air than 
himself, so switched his sched- 
uled time over NBC for his 
debt cancellation talk, rather 
than compete with the humor- 
ist. Latter was slated for the 
same hour on KFI’s Bank of 
America hour. 

Publisher was set to broad- 
cast from KECA over the 
whole chain. Learning of the 
Rogers spot he footed a double 
bill and went on later. 


Mystic Allegedly 
Split Gross with 
KFWI; License Jam 


San Francisco, July 25. 


KFWI may lose its license if the 
recommendation of Inspector Hyde 
is accepted by Federal Radio Com- 
mission. Reason is the broadcast- 
ing by that station of Alburtus, 
mystic and fortune teller, who is 
said to have split his gross on 
money received with the station. 
KFWI operates part time with 
KROW, Oakland. 


Another local (station, KTAB, 
though previously broadcasting 
Zoro and other mystics, was found 
to have also e*herized sufficient pro- 
grams of public interest to balance 
the scales in its favor. 


FLIPPEN’S 52 WEEKS 
FOR CBS SUSTAINING 


Jay C. Flippen has been placed 
under a 52-week sustaining contract 
by CBS. It starts Aug. 2. Matty 
Rosen, Flippen’s vaudeville repre- 
sentative, agented the radio deal. 

The blackface stage single had a 
taste of broadcasting on a 13-week 
CBS palm beach suit commercial 
last spring. His work on that 
brought the network contract. 

-At the start and until possibly 
landing a sponsor, Flippen will be 
on twice a week as a staff artist. 


Skolsky’s ‘Tin Types’ as 
‘They Satisfy’ Feature 


Sidney Skolsky is being consid- 
ered for the new Chesterfield hour 
in September. Plan is to have 
Skolsky m.c. and orate a celebrity 
Tin Type. 

Ruth Etting and Nathaniel Shil- 
kret’s orchestra remain on Ches- 
terfield. Arthur Tracy (The Street 
Singer), has been signed to replace 
Alexander Gray. 

N.Y. ‘News’ columnist departs for 
the Coast the end of this week to 
cover the Olympics, do Tin Types 
on the Olympic winners, and alse 
do a Hollywood column and T.T. 
the picture celebs. 

Harry Richman is cold for Ches- 
terfield. The ciggie account wasn’t 
interested in the singer’s demand 
for $2,000 per program. 


WJJD’s | Compromise 





























Chicago, July 25. 


WJJD has been granted special 
authority by the Federal Radio 
Commish to operate until 8:30 
standard time each morning. 

But the permission together with 
certain technical concessions is 
based on a proviso that WJJD 
promises not to bother the com- 
mission any more with future re- 
quests for operating after 8:30 p.m. 





ROBERTSON’S ACCIDENT 
Dick Robertson, radio and phono- 
graph singer, is in Monticello hos- 
pital, Monticello, N. Y., as the re- 
sult of accidentally shooting himself 
in the right leg while cleaning a 
gun. 

Robertson has a country place at 
Barryville, N. Y., near Monticello, 
where the accident occurred. He 





Waine, dancer, d 


CHAINS SAY ‘YES, 
AGENCIES ‘NO 


Advertising Agency Exec 
Claims There’s No Limit 
to Value of an Artist for 
the Ether—Jchn Royal, 
NBC V. P., States Salaries 
Must Come Down— 
Agency Exec’s Attitude 
That Artist Stakes His All 
on the Air 








PERFORMER’S RISK 





Have radio salaries for name at- 
tractions reached their apex, and 
will the coming season find these 
salaries sliding to lower levels? Net- 
work execs and advertising agency 
men differ widely on the question. 

Networks, as a group, emphatic- 
ally answer in the affirmative while 
the agencies almost unanimously 
hold the viewpoint that the peak 
has not been reached. 

From the networks’ camp came 

a warning from John Royal that the 
topmounters of the entertaining 
ranks, both those already estab- 
lished in radio and aspirants from 
other fields, might as well prepare 
themselves for a tightening of the 
bag. Controverting this notion was 
the assertion by Earl G. Thomas, 
v.p., in charge of radio for the 
Hampton, Weeks & Marston agency, 
that no act can be regarded as over- 
paid as long as it attracts a maxi- 
mum audience, 
Although, as each took the occa- 
sion to point out, it is their busi- 
ness to keep the talent costs down 
so that the interests of their clients 
may be best served, the agency men 
declared that radio salaries will 
continue to rise until the medium 
has found a definite measure of 
value. And that day, to them, seems 
to be far off. 


No Peak Value 


Radio at the present time, averred 
the advertisers’ reps, can no more 
determine the peak value of an at- 
traction than it can determine the 
peak audience of a program. 
this time the average theatre has 
its boxoffice possibilities pretty well 
charted, but for broadcasting the 
gauge of listener attention is hardly 
much more conclusive than it was 
several years ago despite various 
survey efforts. That no two of 
these surveys have ever been found 
to jibe creates its own commentary 
on the situation, 

Under these circumstances, ac- 
cording to major agency opinion, 
there is nothing left but the barter 
principle. The advertiser tries to 
buy a name that he figures will at- | 
tract him a maximum audience as 
cheaply as possible. If the name 
clicks he has served his purpose 
and the advertiser can consider the 
salary well spent. If the returns 
prove otherwise, the sponsor views 
it a flop and sets it down as an ex- 
periment that didn’t work. 

It’s Royal’s contention that the 
salaries now being paid for radio 
topliners, and particularly asked by 
stage names, are far out of line with 
what advertisers can stand. Over- 
boosted salaries, the NBC v.p. in 
charge of programs argues, has 
raised havoc with vaudeville, and 
radio must start taking stock of 
itself to avoid a similar situation. 


A Gamble 


On the other hand, Thomas, the 
agency man, says that an outstand- 
ing attraction from the stage or 
screen serves its value on the air 
regardless of the salary paid. As 
for an artist already established on 
the air, the money value to the 
client should maintain a commen- 
surate as long as the performer is 
able to go on holding or building 
his audience. 

Thomas brought out the curious 
point that a stage name is entitled 


By WFBR, last week was given an ad- 


S AT PEAK? 
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Economy 





Conferences are now being 
held at the NBC headquarters 
without inspiration from a 
free supply of cigars and ciga- 


rets. Network’s slicing of the 
budget has reached these 
items. 


Until recently the humidor 
and the ciggie containers in 
the board room were kept 
filled daily by the offices’ sup- 
ply department. 


Coast Is So Nuts on 
Radio Police Calls 
Paper Reports ’Em 














Los Angeles, July 25. 

Los Angeles ‘Herald-Express’ is 
running a series of news stories 
labelled ‘End of Radio’s Unfinished 
Story Told,’ referring to L. A, po- 
lice calls sent out over short wave 
station KDPL. Paper prints the call 
as sent out and then goes into de- 
tail as to the nature of the sum- 
monses. 

Series is creating considerable in- 
terest among the coast fans who are 
bugs on police calls. 


WONDERS WONDERING 








Ralph Wonders, head of the CBS 
Artists’ Service, has put over the 
Chicago trip until Aug. 1, when he 
will reorganize the network’s Chi- 
cago band division. A revision of 
personnel is scheduled when Won- 
ders gets there. 
Figures to so arrange the mid- 
west setup that one man will be 
on hand to take care of the office 
during the day and make a round 
of the local band sources during the 
night while the second member of 
the staff keeps swinging over the 
out‘+of-town trail. 

At present time the CBS band 
bureau maintains only one man in 
Chicago, Bob Sanders. 








WFBR Gets Extra Hour; 
Starts Ad Campaign 


Baltimore, July 25. 
One of the four local stations, 


ditional hour on the ozone, run- 
ning now until 1 a.m., and imme- 
diately began a wide advertising 
campaign based on that increase. 
Has taken to billboarding the burg 
with the info. 

It marks the start of a heated 
tussle for biz among the stations. 
Local commercials are practically 
extinct at present, the three chain- 


CROSBY WALKS | 
OUT ON CBS 


Hollywood, July 25. 


Failing to get together on a new 
contract, Bing Crosby is currently 
divorced from CBS. 

Crosby says he won't go on the 
air again until September at the 
earliest, and after completion of his 
Paramount picture, ‘Big Broadcast,’ 
will go fishing off the coast of 
Mexico. 

Singer and CBS called it quits by 
telegraph within an hour of a 
schedule? pregram, Monday (18). 

Crosby contract expired July 15, 
with agreement that Crosby would 
waive the raise called for in the 
option and take a 20% cut. When 
contract arrived from New York 
Crosby objected to clauses tabbing 
a higher percentage for booking 
through CPS’s Artists’ bureau. A 
telegraph crossfire followed, with 
the calling off of future broadcasts, 


FIRST COAST-TO-EAST 
AIR AUDITION BY CBS 


Los Angeles, July 25. 
Endeavoring to sell H. H. Van 














ABOUT CBS CHI SETUP Loan’s proposed ‘Eminent Authors 


Hour,’ CBS put on a trans-conti- 
nental audition, first of its kind 
emanating from the coast. 

Program was sent from KHJ here 
for the benefit of a group of pros- 
pective commercial advertisers in 
New York, 

Trial program had H. Bedford 
Jones, novelist, dramatizing one of 
his own stories. Jones is one of a 
dozen or more weli-known writers 
lined up for the idea, which will be 
a CBS feature if and when the time 
is sold, 





IA.’S 50,000 WATTER | 


WOC and WHO Apply to Fed, 
Comm'n for Permit 








Des Moines, July 25. 

Dave Palmer, business manager of 
the Central Broadcasting Co., own- 
ing and operating WOC, Davenport, 
and WHO, Des Moines, tefused to 
comment further regarding applica- 
tion of the company for an exten- 
sion of time in the construction of 
a 50,000 watt station at Mitchelville, 
Ia. 

Broadcasting company, through 
attorneys, has asked the Federal 
Radio Commission for a six months’ 
grant of time in which to make 
available new facilities for the two 
Iowa stations it operates. 








affiliated outlets relying on the 
NBC and CBS commercial allot- 
ments for the bulk of their income. 
Local stations, cheaply hooked up, 
are satisfied to go along with this 
take. 

At present their only local coin 
comes from minute announcements, 
and even those are rare, 


Studio Romance 


Pittsburgh, July 25. 
A romance that had its inception 
in the studios of station WCAE 
here will have its climax soon when 
Lottie Lawson becomes the bride 
of Pete Weldy. Both are Pitts- 








burghers. 
Miss Lawson is of Lawson sis- 
ters, harmony team at WCAE. 


Weldy is a band-leader at the same 
station. He was formerly with the 
stage orchestra at the Stanley the- 
atre, 





radio debut, gambling away his 
reputation on the air. In most cases 
he’s working with material fur- 
nished or passed upon by the ad- 
vertiser or the latter’s agency. If 
the name flops, possibly because of 
restrictions, with rare exceptions, he 
is through in radio, and, according 
to Thomas, since the act has staked 





to all the money he can get on 





isn’t in a serious condition. 


the grounds that he is, with his! 


show, 


Australia Tries Gov’t 
Control of Programs 


Sydney, June 24, 


From July on, big improvements 
are expected covering the entire 
radio field in Australia. The newly 
appointed Brocacasting Commis- 
sion will take over control of the 
programs put on the air by the A- 
class stations. 

It is probable that a reduction 
in the yearly fee of 24 shillings per 
set license will be made. ‘A’ sta- 
tions receive the biggest portion of 
this fee from the government, whilst 
‘B’ stations do not get anything, 
depending upon advertising for their 
revenue. Listeners are eagerly 
awaiting the big cleanup. 





CBS Renews 4 Accounts 


Four contract renewals were rung 
up by Columbia last week, three of 
them day-time programs. Evening 
singleton was the ‘Unsung Heroes’ 
dramatic sketch out of Chicago, 
carried on seven stations and with 
the new stretch of 13 weeks effec- 


tive Aug. 15. Show is sponsored 
by the maker of Pedric piston 
rings. 


Other renewals consisted of Best 
Foods ‘Around the World Cooking 
School,’ Jad Salt’s Aunt Jemima 
starting Sept. 13, and Lehn 





his all on that program he should 
be recompensed in measure. 


& Fink’s ‘Stories of the Living 


iGreat’ series, effective Aug. 16, 








































et ES IR he ore EA Fs ip lia eae see 











Ee NE ie fn eee Shea 














































eS I CD CARI, I eR OES haat Bm Be NE Ip oy 























penearrreeriars 


ri So S55) 2 + x 


2S Sea 


VARIETY 


RADIO 





























Little Bits from Air 





Frances Langford on WOR 
an interesting voice and 


The Southern thing seems to be a 
tunes 


bit overdone, most of her 
sounding pretty much the same be- 
cause of the saccharine trilling, but 
there is an individuality about the 
songstress that ought to be devel- 
oped with little trouble to real im- 
portance. 


‘Three Shades of Blue,’ girl sing- 
ers of the Lbosweil Sisters type, have 
been spotted in a couple of pro- 
grams of the California Melodies 
hour, the only complete CBS chain 
program emanating from the Coast. 
Already popular on that hour, they 
are worthy of a spot of their own. 

Trio are Gene Schock, Helen Jami- 
gon and Madalyn Green, former 
night-club entertainers, who re- 
cently had their first stage break 
with a week at the Downtown, L. A. 
Ag a blues singing combination they 
hold promise of being outstanding 
if given a better break by KHJ, now 
having them under contract. 


Colonel Stoopnagle and Budd are 
still holding their own as the ether’s 
ace debunkers. Always resourceful 
performers, the boys realize it’s not 
necessary to step out of their own 
medium for some rich grist for 
their mill. Slickest bit of debunk- 
ing pulled by them in some time 
was their kidding version of a cou- 
ple of radio’s latest pet stunts—the 
international interview and the use 
of the lapel mike in what CBS terms 
‘experimental dramas.’ 

Team brought out the absurdity 
of most of these international ex- 
hibitions without overdoing the in- 
coherence and ear-wracking mum- 
ble-jumblery attending them. Lapel 
idea got an extra deep rib from 
Stoopnagle and Budd. 

Way the credit plug is handled 
here continues to remain another 
commendable feature of the pro- 
gram. Pithy, terse and sprightly 
put over at a none too-intrusive 
moment by Louis Dean. It’s Ivory 
soap they’re selling, and a swell all- 
around job they're making of it. 


Radio showmanship, where art 
thou? A sample of programing on 
one Tuesday afternoon at 1 p. m. 
included WNYC, dead, and its sis- 
ter-wavelengther, WMCA, had the 
Rev. Peter Hoey with a midday 
message—a talk. WEAF had mar- 
ket reports; WOR another talk, but 
commercial, by Bisquick; W4JZ, 
weather reports; WABC, still an- 
other talk, current events. 

Not a musical strain in a carload 
at high noon. The sole commercial, 
Betty Crock on Bisquick, offered 
one of the world’s longest ad spiels. 


Bill and Henry, Westinghouse 
fron salesmen, on during the noon 
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Masical Director KHJ, Los Angeles 


GUEST CONDUCTOR 


HOLLYWOOD BOWL SYMPHONY 
July 29th 
Directing Gershwin’s “American in 
Paris” and the Belcher Ballet 














PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
WABC—Tues., Thurs., Sat., 8.15 P.M. 


FRANCES 
LANGFORD 


MANHATTAN MELODIES 
WoOR—Wednesday, 10 P. M. 
Atop Empire State Bidg. 








“Whoopee Show”’ 


JOE GALLICCHIO 


And His Orchestra 


Saturday 9 P.M. to 9:30 P.M. CDST 
N.B.C., Chicago 


SEGER ELLIS 


Enjoying Month with Foiks at 
Home in Houston, Texas 


After 17 Months’ Run at 
WLW, Cincinnati 

















has | spell via NBC, started to wear with | 
manner.;|the ad thing but later saved them- 
selves by essaying the now popular 


idea of kidding the advertising. 
Contest winner announcements, 

in between the vocalizing, probably 

helped prevent dial-switchitis. 


Singin’ Sam, yclept Harry Frankel, 
is still doggereling about Barbasol 
in paraphrase to ‘Tammany,’ but is 
also purveying engaging pop dit- 
ties. 

Idea of request response, with 
regional mention of the _ locales, 
jumps him from Maine to Lancas- 
ter, Pa., to St. Paul, Minn., for one 
sequence of requests. 


Michael Roseneker, concertmeis- 
ter of Josef Pasternack's orchestra, 
on behalf of Jack Frost, did his 
stuff on a $50,000 fiddle, the make 
of which was not caught but the 
financial quotation was. Roseneker 
fittingly gave out a $50,000 number, 
‘Meditation’ from ‘Thais,’ which, 
despite the Dunn and Bradstreet 
rating of his instrument, sounded 
exceedingly worthy. 


Howard Barlow with his Colum- 
bia symphony orchestra, via WABC, 
played a mazurka from a non-U. 8S. 
produced opera by Dvorak, ‘Wanda,’ 
that was a gem. In the parlance of 
tin pan alley, it’s a honey of a tune. 
If the rest of this obscure score— 
obscure at least to the American 
public—is like this mazurka, the 
opera may be a musical wow. Apart 
from which, Barlow's late hour 
symphonicization from the CBS key 
station is a musical treat. His type 
of intelligently planned program 
can aid to elevate the public’s musi- 
cal tastes and that he is consistently 
on at so choice a late hour evidences 
a public acclaim which inspires the 
next-to-closing groove on WABC's 
bill, 

Julian Woodward, hotel Governor, 
Clinton, N. Y., maestro, is another 
self-announcing orchestra conduc- 
tor. From WOR he etherizes a 30- 
minute frolic of dansapation. 

Most signal highlight of the period 
caught was Woodward's ballyhoo 


‘Sometimes Wonder.’ 
Sometimes you wonder, too. 


A pip of an arrangement by Ben 
Jarris of the eminent American 
composer’s, ‘Eastwood Lane,’ ‘Float- 
ing Down the River’ as Ted Brewer 
did it over WABC...Adele Vasa, so- 
prano, with Vincent Sorey’s orches- 
tra, very effective with Grieg’s ‘Ich 
Liebe Dich.’ “A fine voice. 


You have to get a load of Duke 
Ellington, this time from WHN, 
Chicago, on a CBS hookup, toap- 
preciate Ellington’s distinction as 
the colored Whiteman. Here's a 
maestro who, apart from his pio- 
neering among the colored school 
of dansapation, can play cacophony 
and rhythmic symphony alike. 

Version of ‘Trees’ was a tribute 
to the leader’s judgment, restraining 
as he did on any eerie, barbaric 


modulations such as followed imme- 


diately thereafter in contrast just 
to show that the Ellingtonians 
haven’t gone panze. But ‘Trees,’ 
smoothly, rhythmically, melodiously 
modulated, with nice lyric varia- 
tions, was strong. But so was 
‘Mama, When You Ain’t There,’ with 
the Duke’s own digit dexterity get- 
ting in its innings at the keys. Russ 
Russell announced for WGN picked 
up via WABC, New York. 


From Milwaukee, via WISN in 
relay with WABC on a CBS net, 
comes Art Krueger and his different 
style of dance music. Krueger is 


given a better time clocking he’s 
apt to make himself plenty heard. 
Art, no relation to Bennie Krueger 
of the laffing sax, knows his dance 
rhythms and displays ’em in good 
style. 


Hoffman’s and Clicquot Club gin- 
gerales are giving each other the 
works. Both are on Fridays start- 
ing at 9 p. m., respectively, from 
WOR and WEAF, the latter on an 
NBC net. But so far as the New 
York area is concerned, this simi- 
larity of presentation for the same 
brand of product. couldn’t do 'em 
both any good. 

Both give it that ‘to your health’ 
routine on the sales’ :ppeal, plus 
business of clinking glasses and 
gurgling gingerale. Both, too, have 
good entertainments to back up 
their ballyhoos which is more the 
pity. 

Harry Reser and his Clicquot Club 
Eskimos, WEAF, are a radio insti- 
tution, rating as the oldest radio 
commercial today. This runs a 
snappy half hour wherein lies its 
advantage over the full Hoffman 
hour. That’s giving ’em a bit too 
much and a question if it can hold 
the interest that long. 

Not that Hoffman hasn't a cork- 
ing array of talent in William 
Dailey batoning the orchestra; Nel- 
son Eddy, baritone; Margaret 














| Speaks, soprano; Harald Hansen, 


heard at 12:30 a. m. in the east, but } 


tenor; Oscar Levant, piano solo- 
ist, not to mention a guest bari- 
tone, Theodore Webb who ably did 
‘Cargoes,’ based on John Mase- 
| field’s poem. 

William Dailey orchestra played 
some smart selections, notably ex- 
cerpts from the Viennese ‘Dollar 
| Princess’ and a corking arrange- 
iment of ‘On Miami Shore.’ Finale 
lwas Gershwin's ‘Strike Up the 
| Band,’ all of which meant a lot of 
‘by special permission of the copy- 
right owners’’ credits. 

Hoffman puts the plug thing on 
thick, but ingenuously with free re- 
cipe booklets, the ‘Tinkling Tales of 
Hoffman’ as a guide to audience 
reaction. Westbrook Van Voorhis 
announces in unusual manner. 





Frey and Braggiotti, whom 
Maurice Chevalier had with him 
on his concert tour, can whip a pair 
of Steinways. Their version of the 
‘Bolero’ contrasted to ‘Humoresque’ 
was a peach, as was their sign-off, 
‘Merry Widow’ waltz. 


Lucille Peterson, WMCA, Is a 
fetching soprano who mixes up her 
routine with pops and better grade 
numbers. She has a swell piano 
accompanist, but the announcer 
should uncurl his tonsils. He gives 
it that with an ultra-decorous style 
of song introductory, almost mourn- 
ful in its seriousness. 

Elmo Russ, piano accompanist, is 
the WMCA staff ivory tickler than 
which there’s no wicher for catch- 
as-catch-can accompanying. 


Tito Gizar is still warbling of the 
South American pampas, but now 
hooked up to Woodbury’s soap. 

Guizar is oke with tenoring, but 
the ad routine by the femme is n.s.g. 


Kodak program gives itself a 
come-againer by heralding next 
week’s special added attraction. Not 
a bad idea. 

Nat Shilkret and the Dixie 
Jubileers are still the mainstays 
along with Thelma Kessler’s so- 
pranoing. A native Porto Rican 
band is coming as the extra feature. 


Stokes and Kegen Out of 
NBC, Chi—Temporarily ? 


Chicago, July 25. 

Harold Stokes and Harry Kogen 
are out at NBC as staff orchestra 
leaders. Both were formerly rated 
as ace house men and in the past 
got cream assignments. Their de- 
parture is reported temporary, with 
the probabilities of returning in the 
fall. 

Stokes keeps his Carnation pro- 
gram over NBC Mondays. 


NBC’S NEW QUARTET 


Summer Doldrums Disappeared as 
New Commercials Set 








NBC has snapped out of the 
commercial doldrums with a string 
of four new programs slated to go 
on in the fall. Biggest money 
spender of the group brought in 
last week was the R. B. Davis Co., 
makers of a baking powder and 
‘Cocomalt,’ ticketed for both a twice 
weekly morning session and a three- 
time weekly afternoon show for the 
kids. 

Morning affair, which starts Oct. 
4, will introduce the ‘Mystery Chef’ 
for the retailing of recipes, while 
the afternoon spasm, debuting the 
day before, will regale the juves 
with a dramatic serial titled ‘The 
Flying Family’ featuring Mr. and 
Mrs. George Hutchison. Programs 
are set for 26 and 13 weeks, re- 
spectively, with the blue basic the 
releasing web. 

U. S. Industrial Alcohol comes on 
the red network Oct. 23 for a Sun- 
day afternoon shot over a period of 
13 weeks. Figuring on a musical 
show, but nothing as yet in the 
way of talent determined upon. 
Also signatured for a Sabbath ses- 
sion is the A. C. Gilbert toy manu- 
facturing company. It’s for a simi- 
lar stretch starting Oct. 30, with a 
quarter-hour kid dramatic show 
the planned magnet. 

Past week also brought a four- 
week renewal from Armour. Meat 
packers had been scheduled to wind 
up its ether activities July 29. 


BIGGIE LEVIN SETS A BIS ’UN 
Chicago, July 25. 

Evans Fur Co. has contracted 
with WBBM for 26 weeks. Will be 
on daily first four weeks and thrice 
weekly thereafter. Frank Wilson 
and Jules Stein provide the musical 
entertainment, 

Biggie Levin of the William Mor- 
ris office made the deal, 








Belgian Set Revenue 
Prussels, July 16. 
The Belgian government collected 
$450,330 as wireless receiving sets’ 
| licences last year. 
Crystal sets pay 57% cents a year 





Ross Maclean, Nestle baritone, 
renewed through August. 

Del Casino, former WRNY bari- 
tone, auditioned for WMCA, New 
York. 

NBC sales staff in New York 
tuned en masse on a DeWolf Hopper 
audition. 

Colonel Stoopnagle and Budd say 
they get many of their ideas from 
the newsreels. 4 

Formal opening of Meyer Davis 
new 18 East 48th offices Wednesday 
27) at 5 p. m. 
te Terr, arranger for the A. & P. 
Gypsies. picked a trip to Holly- 
wood as a vacash. 

Funnyboners, CBS vocal trio, 
made a talking short with Jerry 
Wald, for Warners. 

Monty Hackett, the Lucky Strikes 
impresario, is still trying to bring 
that score under 90. 

J. G. Judd moved from the remote 
control staff of the CBS program 
dept. to the publicity division. 

That Atlantic City week end has 
become an unbroken routine with 
Ralph Wonders and Bob Taplinger, 
from CBS 

Richard Crooks introduces over 
the air a ballad, ‘In My Garden,’ 
composed by his sponsor's wife, 
Mrs. Harvey S. Firestone, Sr. 
Johnny Green, composer-pianist, 
joins Buddy Rogers and orchestra 
at the Hotel Pennsy, N. Y., succeed- 
ing Arthur Franklin as assistant 
conductor. 

Georgie Price is dickering with a 
lemon account (Sunkist Fruit), and, 
in view of his present Chase & San- 
born tea sponsor, the comedian will 
be back on tea and lemon again, he 
says, if the second account goes 
through. 

Jack Denny’s Radio Debutantes, 
featuring Mrs. William R. K, Tay- 
lor, Jr.. Gwendolyn Fisk and Ruth 
Magor, society debs, were developed 
by the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria 
leader, who now has them spotted 
for regular Friday afternoon quarter 
hours from WMCA. 


West 


Harry A. Hutchison resigned as 
manager of KVOO, Tulsa; will be 
succeeded by William B. Way. 
Station KGGF, South Coffeyville, 
Okla., has received permission to 
change its location to Coffeyville, 
Kan. 

Burns and Allen flew back to New 
York after finishing their picture 
work in ‘Big Broadcast,’ at Para- 
mount, 

NBC Artists’ Bureau in San 
Francisco has been dickering with 
Murray and Harris, Nora Schiller 
and Tommy Harris of KFRC with 
first three already set for Aug. 15. 
Tommy Harris is holding out for 
more money. They will replace 
Rita Lane and Marjorie Young. 
Both were on old KPO staff. 


South 


New studio manager slated for 
WAPI, Birmingham. 

All employes of WHAS, ‘C-J’ and 
‘Times,’ Louisville, took 10% slash. 
Viola Clark, soprano, has been 
added to WHAS staff at Louisville 
as member of Banqueteers. 

Credo Harris, manager WHAS, 
Louisville, in Washington pending 
hearing of Federal Radio Commis- 


sion. 

Bill Young, manager WRBC, 
Birmingham, celebrated his third 
year as boss of Birmingham's oldest 
station, 

Alice Joy, NBC artist, making 
personal appearance at _ Rialto, 
Louisville, but barred from Colum- 
bia’s WHAS. 

Robert Barclict and Chad Bridges, 
of Birmingham, have _ formally 
opened their station WFKI at 
Greenville, Miss. 

Hot weather doesn’t hurt personal 
appearance of Asher and Little 
Jimmy, Kentucky mountainers, who 
made first local theatre appearance 
at Broadway, Louisville, in con- 
junction with WHAS’ radiocasts, 
WFKI has made its debut at 
Greeneville, Miss. Station is a suc- 
cessor to WRBI and is being oper- 
ated by Robt. Barclift, formerly of 
Birmingham, and Jack Sims, former 
newspaperman. C. C. Bridges of 
WKBC, Birmingham, is one of the 
directors. ‘ 

‘Radio Show Boat,’ with the RKO 
Majestic, Houston, as sponsor, made 
its appearance over KTRH,~ Hous- 
ton. Jack Jaster and Art Johnson 
are in charge. Featured spots taken 
by Herman Waldman’s Orchestra, 
Fred ‘Skipper’ Somers, the harmony 
team of Ann and Marianne, Dave 
Miller, Helen Meier, and the winner 
of the weekly Opportunity Revue of 
the theatre as guest artist. 

‘he general manager of the Afri- 
can Broadcasting Company states 
that Capetown will have a new 
broadcasting station to replace the 
present one. 

The Sharkey-Schmeling fight was 











| While tube sets pay $1.71. 


clearly received in South Africa, 
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Ted Weems returns to WG 
July 27. we Cag 
Sean Davis and radio ban 

playing summer e e 
Lake Manitou, Ind. — 

Austin Wylie band layi 
Chippewa Lake Park, meg Cleves 
land, on WTAM nightly. 

Leslie Atlass, WBBM, Chicagg 
exec, has permission to use 3,00 
kilocycles from his yacht Harriett, 

Gene Austin, NBCin fr 
bed Rhine por ig has one fixed time 
now ins of a different h 
night. [ye 

Dorothy Sutherland and 
Woods, radio singers, broke aaa 
RKO circuit here at Lyric, Indians 
apolis. 

Thelma Murphy appointed prog 
gram director of WKBN, succeeds 
ing Mrs. Irma Brundage Braden, 
whet se og a 

ratford Johnson, who sings basq 

for WGN, Chicago, will ya 
Waverly Ann Fisher, Kansas City 
commercial artist, on July 26. 
William F. Copeland, managing 
director of WHBC, Canton, hag 
resigned to represent a radio prope 
osition on the road in this territory, 
He has been succeeded by Jack 
Jones of Cleveland. Copeland hag 
been with the station since its in« 
ception several years ago. 
Fight against the granting of a 
license to station WJED, Indianap- 
olis, sponsored by a church, hag 
been started by WFBM. Petition 
filed against station in Washington 
points out license was granted witha 
out hearing. WSBT, South Send, 
which shares time with WFBM and 
WBF, other local, are expected to 
join fight. 


Weiss All Set 


Detroit, July 26. 

Leo Fitzpatrick, v.-p. and general 
manager of WJR, this week ap-« 
pointed Lewis Allen Weiss of sta 
tion KHJ, Los Angeles, as assist< 
ant manager and merchandising 
director of WJR, Detroit. Weiss 
succeeds John F. Patt, now manager 
of WJR’s sister station, WGAR, in 
Cleveland. 

Weiss has been general manager 
of the Don Lee chain on the Pacifia 
Coast. 
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Shepard’s $1,125,000 
Deal Inspires Rival 
Down East Network 


New England chain formed in 
epposition to John Shepard's Yankee 
network is slated to start opera- 
tion Aug. 1. All members of the 
newly organized sectional link, con- 
gisting of WTIC, Hartford; WEEI, 
Boston; WJAR, Providence; WTAG, 
Worcester, and WCSH, Portland, 
are affiliated with NBC, while the 
Shepard group is hooked up with 
Columbia. 

Difference between the new web 
and the Yankee link is that the 
latter is owned outright by Shep- 
ard, giving him the first and last 
word in connection with its opera- 
tion, while the opposition network 
is made up of stations individually 
eontrolled. 

Because of his exclusive owner- 
ghip position Shepard, the early part 
of the year, was able to force CBS 
into making a special time deal 
with him, guaranteeing him an in- 
come of over $1,125,000 during the 
ensuing year. 


Renew on Benny 


Jack Benny’s term with Canada 
Dry has been extended for another 
13 weeks, second period going into 
effect Aug. 1. Three options ride 
with the renewal, each for 13 weeks. 
A salary raise is specified upon ex- 
ercise of options. 

Benny has been appearing twice 
weekly over NBC with this com- 
mercial account in association with 
George Olsen and Ethel Shutta. He 
has one writer assisting him in writ- 
ing material for the program, 














L. Wolfe Gilbert’s first assigrment 
at Fox studio is ‘Broadway Bad,’ 
for which he wrote a song titled 
‘Little Man.’ 











AUTHOR ACTOR 


GEORGE 
FRAME BROWN 


CREATOR OF 
REAL FOLKS 
THOMPKINS CORNERS 


NOW HEADLINING FOR 
POST TOASTIES 
Thursday, 9:30 - 10 P. M. 
WJZ AND NBC NETWORK 
Coast to Coast 














WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC 
Presents 


AL» PETE 


(Have You Had Your 
Iron Today? ) 


12:46 P. M. E.S.T. 


Monday, Wednesday, Friday— 
WIZ 


Tuesday & Thursday—WEAF 








WELCOME 


LEWIS 


“Five Feet of Melody” 
Headlining Vaudeville 


OFFERING 
“Out of the Air” 


Direction: LEO FITZGERALD 
and WILLIAM McCAFFREY 





























TRIO’S 6 MOS. 


Oxol Re-signs Gordon, Dave and 
Bunny Until 1933 








Gordon, Dave and Bunny, trio 
under contract to Oxol on CBS. 
have been re-engaged for another | 
six months until February, 1933. 
They were originally placed under 
contract to the commercial during 
February, 1931, through Batton, 
Barton, Durstine & Osborne, and 
brought to New York for Oxol after 
work on the Fox Fur Trappers pro- 
gram over WNAC, Boston. 

The same trio of boys receive the 
CBS network two nights weekly 
under the billing of ‘The Funny- 
boners’ on a sustaining basis. The 
trio consists of Gordon Graham, 
Dave Grant and Bunny Coughlin. 


THREE COAST BANDS 
FOR NBC NETWORKS 


San Francisco, July 25. 

Three local dance bands will get 
transcontinental broadcast breaks 
beginning this week when NBC in- 
augurates five nightly cross-country 
sustaining hours a week. 

Anson Weeks at the Hotel Mark 
Hopkins, Ted Fio-Rito at the*»Hotel 
St. Francis, and Carol Lofner at the 
Bal Tabarin cafe will hit the air. 
Ted Weems from Denver is also on. 
Weeks’ first program will be his 
initial broadcast under a new ar- 
rangement which takes his Mark 
Hopkins band from the KFRC local 
remote control system to the NBC 
western chain. Weeks also is on 
Lucky Strike once monthly. 

Programs leave here at 9 p. m., 
hitting Manhattan at 1 a. m. 

Weeks this week drops off KF RC 
and the western CBS network with 
his band from the Mark Hopkins 
when he transfers to NBC for a 
weekly transcontinental, in addition 
to his western hookup and a once 
monthly Lucky Strike broadcast, 


Disk Recording Co.’s 
Stock for Public Sale 


Albany, July 25. 

First instance noted of stock in 
an electrical transcription company 
being offered to New York state in- 
vesting public is that of National 
Electrical Transcription Corp. a 
Nevada concern. 

K. D. Johnson & Co., 67 Wall 
street, was recently licensed by the 
Secretary of State to handle sale of 
N. E. T. C.’s common stock. Cor- 
poration has New York offices at 
120 West 42d street. 














Fannie Hurst on Wax 


Makers of ‘Toddy,’ a nutritive 
drink, go on the air Aug. 11 with a 
series of quarter-hour disc shows 
combining music with a lecturer on 
child welfare. Figure to spread the 
platter among some 30 stations in 
the east and midwest. 

Already completed are the first 
bunch of waxings, numbering 13, 
with a Fannie Hurst spiel imprinted 
on one of them. Scott Howe Bowen 
is doing the spot booking for the 
shows. 





en 





—Or Vice Versa 


Los Angeles, July 25. 
Mona Lowe (Winnie Park- 
er), NBC blues singer at San 
Francisco, and Paul Ricken- 
bacher, studio director at 
KHJ, Los Angeles, will set a || 
date for a wedding when for- | 

mer gets a job in L. A. or vice 
versa. | 

















N. Y. IS WORLD’S TOP 
RADIO MDSE. MART, 


Washington, July 25. 

New York City, in the past year, 
has established itself as the greatest 
radio wholesale market in the 
world, according to a report just 
completed by the U. S. Department 
of Commerce. Almost one-half of 
the radio equipment sold at whole- 
sale in the United States is dis- 
tributed from the metropolis. New 
York City establishments, more than 
any other, control the major por- 
tion of national distribution. 

The report shows that the whole- 
sale distribution of radio sets and 
equipment is highly concentrated 
geographically, with New York 
leading the list. Other states in the 
first division are Illinois, Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio, California, and New 
Jersey. Approximately 70% of the 
radio business, so far as volume 
goes, comes from these points. 

Listing the distributing centers 
by cities, the Department finds that 
Chicago is second to New York in 
importance, with Jersey. City third 
and San Francisco fourth. These 
four leading cities handle 50% of 
the total wholesale radio business in 
the United States. 


Big Tess and Jad Salts 





|and others, in the 


a eee 


RECEIVERSHIP SUIT 


Rival Ohio Broadcasters in Litiga- 
tion on Stock. 








Canton, O., July 26. 

A suit asking for a receiver for 
station WKBN, Youngstown, O., 
has been filed by the Ohio Broad- 
casting Co., Cleveland, which con- 
trols a large block of WKBWN stock, 
against Warren E. Williamson, Sr., 
local common 
pleas court. 

Ohio Broadcasting Co., controlled 
by C. C. Townes, former city man- 
ager of Cleveland, has instituted a 
number of suits here recently 
against Williamson and others to 
force them either to sell their stock 
to the Cleveland company or to take 
the Cleveland stock. 


KMTR Gross Shrinks te 
$200 as Control Passes 


Hollywood, July 25. 

Of the $16,000 a month gross busi- 
ness at KMTR, only about $200 
worth will be left by Aug. 1, when 
this station passes from control of 
J. V. Freytag to Victor Dalton. Sta- 
tion also lost its tie with the local 
Hearst ‘Evening Herald,’ this week. 

‘Herald’ tie-up now goes to KFAC, 
downtown station operated by the 
Auburn-Cord automobile company, 

Several of the KMTR programs 
and accounts go to KMPC, Beverly 
Hills, one of the two stations now 
controlled by Freytag. 

KMTR is set for a complete re- 
organization, with Lyman Peters, 
present manager, and Ted Dahl, 
program manager, forming neucleus 
of the new set up. Station is cur- 
rently without an orchestra, and is 
relying almost wholly on wax, 
awaiting replacement of business 
lost in the transfer. 














Temporarily Off Radio 
Tess Gardella (Aunt Jemima) and 
her sponsor, Jad Salts, retire from 
the air for the summer this week 


to return in September. The singer 
has a 26-week renewal with the 
NBC account, which will retain its 
afternoon position on the network. 

Miss Gardella started on the pro- 
gram last November. For the past 
month she’s been doubling in Zieg- 
feld’s ‘Show Boat.’ 





GAXTON-MOORE 


Use ‘Of Thee | Sing’ Script For 
NBC Auditioning 








With the political satire of their 
original ‘Of Thee I Sing’ script 
pretty well toned down, William 
Gaxton and Victor Moore are being 
auditioned by NBC for a prospec- 
tive commercial. 

Among those who have listened 
to their ether routine is Lucky 
Strixe, but no action there, 





CBS’ Shore Showcase 
For Its Orchestras 


Using a resort hostelry as a 





FANNIE BRICE LUCKY BID 

Lucky Strikes likes a Saturday | 
comedian idea and with Bert Lahr | 
havng been released the account is 
dickering with Fannie Brice among 
others. 

The other two, Tues. and Thurs., 


programs remain, with Walter 
O’Keefe and Walter Winchell 
m.c.’g plus bands, but Sat. nite 


name comic or comedienne will be 
enlisted. Meantime Abe Lyman’s | 
band was a Saturday filler-in last 
week 





STALLED—NOW TOO LATE 
Chicago, July 25. 
Having wasted half the summer 
trying to make up their minds, the 
directors of Orange-Crush, hot} 
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, to go on the air. 


weather beverage, finally voted not 


Series of alternatives were suc- 
cessively broached, among them 
full network, spot time, regional 
coverage and platters. Advertiser | 
used radio for a spell a couple of 
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“STEERO” Program, Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., WEAT | 


showcase for its orchestras who are 
in for a radio buildup is the CBS’ 
idea with the Hotel Ambassador, 
Atlantic City. 

The air net currently has Isham 
Jones spotted there as the initial 
attraction in for this sort of spe- 
cialized grooming. This somewhat 
remote control is partially ex- 
plained by the booking congestion 
in the choice hotels in New York 
city proper. 

The A. C. Ambassador is where 
Paul Whiteman originally came to 
attention from the Coast. 





No Russia-U. S. Hook-up 


Moscow, July 10. 


Olin Downes, New York ‘Timeg 
music eritic, failed in his effort to 
arrange a series of broadcasts from 
Russia to America. The difficulties 


Frisco Chinese Strike 
At Chinatown Playlet 


San Francisco, July 25. 

Local Chinatown has officially 
and emphatically protested against 
NBC’s broadcasting of ‘Chinatown 
Squad,’ once weekly dramatization 
of old Oriental quarter happenings 
written by Carleton Morse and 
etherized by Chief of Police Bill 
Quinn. 

Feature has been on the air for 
several weeks, 


for NBC. He’s collaborating with 
Morse on writing famous tong 
wars, slave market and other in- 
cidents that occurred in Chinatown 
20 and 30 years ago. when Chief 
Quinn was a cop on the Sino squad. 

Up until last week a number of 
younger Chinese worked on the 
program, but parental protests re- 
sulted in a walkout 45 minutes be- 
fore going on the air. Morse 
dashed frantically ‘round the NBC 
studios and rounded up several of 
the dramatic staff to replace the 
Orientals. Since then regular NBC 
staff people have continued, 

Another instance of the Chinese 
embargo came this week when 
Morse and Chief Quinn went 
through Chinatown in an effort to 
purchase several Chinese phono- 
graph records for use on the pro- 
gram. When the Grant Street mu- 
sic dealer found out what the rec- 
ords were for he refused to sell ’em 
and would-be purchasers had to use 
other means to get the necessary 
discus. 





TYSON NEW KHJ CHIEF 
Los Angeles, July 25. 

Leo B. Tyson, advertising direc- 
tor at KHJ, will succeed Edgar Al- 
len Weiss as manager of the sta- 
tion, Aug. 1. Latter resigned to be- 
come vice-president in charge of 
WJR, Detroit and WGAR, Cleve- 
land. 

Tyson, before going to KHJ, was 
in advertising promotional work for 
the two Hearst papers here. 


NEW POWERFUL 
MID-EUROPA 
STATION 


The Hague, July 25. 


The Compagnie Luxembourgeoise 
de Radiodiffusion is building a 
broadcasting station in the princl« 
pality of Luxemburg, operating om 
200 kilowatts, 

It is being financed by the big 
news agencies: Reuter, Havas, 
Wolff. A Dutch company has ob- 
tained a sub-lease from the parent 
company to broadcast Dutch pro- 
grams from this station on Fridays, 
The station is starting on Aug. 1. 

Its central- European location 
places the new 200-kilowatter in 
position to blanket the entire Euro= 
pean continent. 


Emergency Unit 


Los Angeles, July 25. 

Ken Niles’ former Hallelujah 
hour, although off CBS coast chain 
under that title, is now being used 
as a ‘shock troop’ unit for coast 
fill-ins, under the handle, ‘Crasy 
Quilt.’ 

Act is one of those quickly as« 
sembled bills that becomes a sus 
tainer wherever a void occurs at 
any of the chain stations. It’s of 
the revue type, utilizing KHJ talent 
available as needed. 














Casa Loma combo returns to thé 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City, Saturday 
(30) for two weeks, After a forte 
night’s interval the band returns 


to close the pier’s season, now 
echeduled as of Sept. il. 
—— ———p 
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were entirely of a technical nature. | 


Clear and easy transmission from | 
points in Russia to Europe for re- | 
broadcasting to America is still a 
matter of the future—the near fu- | 
ture, say Soviet engineers working | 
on the paiva 


FILMS’ SONG TIE 
Sam Fox is publishing ‘Congo- 
rilla’ in a tie-up with Fox on its 
| Picture of that name. 
Song is by L. E, De Francesco and 
words by Al Bryan. j 









10 VO 10:15 E.s.% 
Management 


MILLS-ROCKWELL, 


WED. SAT. 


GLORIFYING ‘Ae ¢ POPULAR SONG 


rogram 
LUMBIA-COAST-TO-COAST NETWORK 


INC. 









799 Seventh Ave., New York 











{ 
i 
* 
5 
* 
; 
i 


“hegy Ong 


? 
> 


Rae ie 


RATS eS eM a Ot re ee oe neman 


Ereareienl 








— 


hs 
FT 
i 
% 
i 
4 
8 
ie] 
y 
; 
Hs 





a VARIETY 


Tuesday, July 26, 1932 








—— 








i Tin Pan 


MUSIC—RADIO 


Alley True ? 





(Continued from page 1) 


inspiration technically and eco- 


nomically. Today, however, it means 
nothing as is evidenced by the pres- 
ent No. 1 song, ‘Lullaby of the 


Leaves,’ which has _ sold 125,000 
copies. In former years it would 
have meant a small fortune for the 
songwriters. The No. 1 song before 
that, ‘Paradise,’ went to 250,000 
copies. Million or a half-million 
sales are a thing of the past. 

Radio, thus, was regarded as the 
sole remaining hope for compensa- 
tion to the songwriters and pub- 
lishers, but the recent parleying of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers with the 
National Association of Broad- 
casters has had an unsatisfactory 
result to the Society. 

‘With radio’s inroads foreseen 
years ago, and its constantly en- 
ervating influence on the song busi- 
ness an actuality for the past sev- 
efal years, the situation was never 
as acute as today. With everything 
now at a minimum, what should 
have been the chief source of di- 
rect income—sheet music and phon- 
ograph record sales—has been un- 
productive for years, and all as- 
cribed to radio. So with no out- 
side sources for supplementary in- 
come, radio became the sole salva- 
tion for Tin Pan Alley. Even the 
Hollywood oasis faded out for the 
song trade while the musical shows 
are now generally restricted to 
‘name’ composers. 

~The ether performing rights, long 
classified by the music publishers 
as a ‘small right,’ along with other 
sources of by-product revenues, has 
become the major right and it’s not 
enough say those concerned. 

.Tin Pan Alley is in an. uproar 
which mainly decries the $1,250,000 
deal for the radio performing rights 
made between the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers and the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters. It is os- 
tensibly a 25% increase in favor of 
the songwriters and publishers. 

But in actuality, this $1,250,000 
annual revenue, on a deal which 
will obtain for 15 months from Sept. 
1, is regarded as having been paid 
off by the radio interests as @ 
‘nuisance value.’ This makes the 
deal doubly resented. 

It is (1) not deemed adequate in 
Its returns for the music which, 
from the t.p.a. viewpoint, forms the 
backbone of radio; (2) it is treated 
as a ‘nuisance’ payoff by anteing 
the original $1,000,000 deal another 
25% to $1,250,000. 

eIt is felt that it doesn’t treat 
music in the same percentage inter- 
est as the commercial broadcasters 
regard their telephone facilities, 
land wires, control rooms, talent, 
continuity, etc. It takes no cogniz- 
ance, say the songwriters and pub- 
lishers, of their contention that 
music, being the important ingredi- 
ent of commercial broadcasting that 
it-supposedly is, should be accorded 
a fixed percentage surcharge over 
and above the sum total ot the cost 
of any program. If a big program 
costs $15,000 in toto, why shouldn't 
5%, or $750, be tacked on as a sur- 
charge for the music privileges. 

The music interests are willing to 
gamble on such terms rather than 
be paid off as a ‘nuisance value.’ 


Radio As Octopus 

Aside ffom these ethical reactions, 
the general economic deal is also 
deemed unsatisfactory. It shatters 
the hopes of the entire music in- 
dustry which have clung tenaciously 
through long lean months, since last 
winter, awaiting a new deal where- 
by radio would be productive of 
compensating them for losses of 
revenue along other lines. 

Radio is regarded by music men 
as the octopus which for the past 
few years has strangled the hereto- 
fore prosperous business of music 
publishing and stified the will to 
create by the writers of the nation’s 
popular songs. So, if radio is to be 
tolerated (music men can withdraw 
their performing rights from the air 
on short notice), writers and pub- 
lishers alike had eagerly looked for- 
ward to being adequately compen- 
sated. 

The new deal actually represents 
an equalization for the losses the 
music group is experiencing from 
reduced income, due to so many 
picture theatres being closed or go- 
ing dark. The theatre music tax is 
10c. per seat per year. It also makes 
up for a great loss of revenue here- 
tofore obtained from restaurants, 
cafes and ballrooms which, too, 


with cessation of operation, are no 


else is vital to their own economic 
existence, 

The publishers point to this 
dwindling of disk sales from sums 
averaging $250,000 a year to less 


| for the elimination of payments (or | than $20,000 today from mechani- 


| radical reduction of such payments) 
from the lesser broadcasting sta- 
| tions, i.e., those with a minimum of 


somewhat bigger burden on the 
larger stations, which either are af- 
filiated with the major networks or 
have their own localized extensive 
commercial revenue for ether adver- 
tising. 

There are alternate cries of hav- 
ing been ‘sold out’ by a group of 
‘weak-kneed, jelly-backed,’ repre- 
sentatives (a group of eight com- 
prising writers and _ publishers), 
against which is contrasted a more 
conservative, somewhat complacent 
attitude that now isn’t the time to 
fight, national economic conditions 
being what they are. 


Turmoll 

The pros and cons are fast and 
furious with the music men tearing 
their hair as they tear their herring 
over the way they've been allegedly 
‘sold down the river.’ The word and 
music smiths are writing paeans 
of condemnation as they express 
their mental pain at a ‘lousy deal.’ 
On the other hand the conserva- 
tives, living on their past laurels 
and now enjoying a $4,000-$5,000 
annual income from the Society, 
ecatechize themselves rhetorically. 
‘Why jeopardize an assured living 
income from the Society?’ they say. 
‘We all know that that means 100 
bucks a week or thereabouts from 
the Society’s collection of perform- 
ing rights. We all know, also, that 
writing a hit nowadays means very 
little. It used to run into the thou- 
sands; now a hit means a few hun- 
dred dollars. So it’s’ the Society 
which is giving us a means of a fair 
livelihood in parlous times. Let 
well enough alone.’ 
The committee of eight in whose 
hands this entire music-radio pa- 
laver was placed took that same 
attitude, only couching it in more 
dignified language. What other in- 
dustry, they argue, can state it had 
its income from any one source 
guaranteed for an increase of 25% 
for the next year? 
Their further argument is that 
too severe demands might result in 
dire legislation, a legislation the: 
might rule the publishers out of 
business. 
Te this contention the die-hards 
replied with a resounding ‘nerts,’ 
pointing to the futile efforts of years 
by the picture exhibitors to dodge 
payment of a music tax. It had 
been fought up to the U. S. Su- 
preme Court and back and forth 
again and again, with judicial vic- 
tory to the composers and publish- 
ers on the theory they were en- 
titled to a benefit from their copy- 
right ownerships, 


A Year Late 

Radio interests, in this particular 
pow-wow, psychologically swayed 
the settlement of the compromise 
deal by stating, ‘If you had made 
these demands a year ago, you'd 
have won all the way. But now, 
with these cancellations (pointing 
to documentary proof of many radio 
commercials going off the air) it’s 
impossible. Perhaps a year or two 
hence, when conditions improve, 
we'll go into it again.’ 

And to this, too, the die-hards 
have answers; that the cancella- 
tions are seasonal, in that midsum- 
mer is always a slack radio com- 
mercial period; that NBC alone re- 
ports a $15,000,000 gross revenue 
for January-June, 1932, which is a 
$3,000,000 increase over the same 
first six months of 1931, and that a 
year from now the radio interests 
will again laugh at the music men 
and state, ‘If last year you had held 
your ground we would have been 
compelled to yield, but now it’s too 
late.’ 

And so the verbal strife wages 
back and forth. The committee of 
eight representing the music mer. 
voted 6-2 against demanding too 
much, 

The malcontents among the rank 
and file of the American Society 
state that of the six who prevailed, 
composer - author committeemen, 
such as Jerome Kern and Otto Har- 
bach, are not truly representative of 
the average tin pan alleyite. Both are 
wealthy men, they claim, rich from 
boxoffice royalties and not depend- 
ent on any catchpenny royalty per- 
centages from mechanicals and 
sheet music. It is no secret that the 
richest of musical comedy scores are 
meager revenue producers from the 
| music or disk sales as compared to 
the incomes on boxoffice percent- 





longer productive of revenue from|ages due the authors and composer. 


the performing rights of copyrighted | 


music. 


Hence, argues the songwriter who 
fashions the ditties of the day, this 


On top of that, the new deal calls!revenue from radio and anything 


=" ee 


commercial revenue. It places a | 


| cals. 


On the 67-33% split with the 
| publisher on the long end, it gave 
the average major pub an annual 
income of $175,000 from disks alone. 
| And this was only a byproduct. To- 
day it’s 10% of that. Radio is 
blamed, 


No 1 Songs. 125,000 Sale 


Song hits of 1,000,000 copies are 
only history today. The present 
No. 1 song, ‘Lullaby of the Leaves,’ 
has sold but 125,000 copies. ‘My 
Silent Love,’ No. 2, is around 75,000. 
Last year, on the ebb tide of music 
sales, ‘Goodnight, Sweetheart’ sold 
680,000 copies and Kate Smith has 
brought the ‘Moon Over the Moun- 
tain’ so often that it’s managed to 
accumulate 560,000 copies. It gives 
an idea of present day and recent 
song sales’ relativity. ‘Paradise,’ a 
waltz outstander, with a gigantic 
radio plug, and the well-knit Feist 
organization back of it, has only 
gone to 250,000. Normally, for that 
type of song Feist could push such 
a waltz hit well past the 1,000,000 
mark, 

The publishers again are chiding 
themselves for a ‘lack of nerve.’ It’s 
a repetition of the old t. p. a. blues 
that the boys would never stick to- 
gether. This refers to the proposal 
of starving the country on sheet 
music or withdrawing the perform- 
ing rights’ privileges of their cata- 
logs. 

Radio’s Needs 
Radio doesn’t depend on the cur- 
rent or future stuff. Radio most 
needs the established music favor- 
ites; the familiar airs; the wealth 
of operetta, musical comedy and 
yesteryear song hits. 
Radio, such as when the Stand- 
ard Oil Co. of Ohio goes on the air, 
needs a ‘Beautiful Ohio’ waltz for 
its theme. Radio, such as when a 
bathing suit account. goes on the air, 
needs a ‘By the Sea,’ a familiar 
theme, for its musical keynote. 
When a fruit shipping line wants 
to exploit itself, only a ‘Yes, We 
Have No Bananas’ can set the mo- 
tif, not some unknown and unpopu- 
lavized new song. 
Therein lies the value of the mu- 
sic men’s copyrights. Let them 
withdraw permission for public per- 
formance of these tunes and radio 
would be on its knees, argue the 
belligerents. But in the next breath 
they concede that none dare to take 
this position, knowing full well that 
there will be recalcitrants, double- 
dealers. and opportunists who will 
step in to capitalize on the acute 
situation of a music embargo. 
This faction argues, ‘If we're to 
go down, we'll take radio with us. 
As it is, they’ve about sunk us. 
What have we to fear from any 
legislation no matter how power- 
ful the interests behind radio may 
be? One thing they can’t do is make 
legislation retroactive as regards 
our already established copyright 
rights. Having those, we're pro- 
tected. What they do as regards 
future material is something else 
again, but that shouldn’t worry us 


particularly. 
‘We have everything to gain and 
very little to lose. As regards 


what’s left to the music business, 

it’s like throwing good money after 

bad. So what difference does it 

make if we go under? At least 

we'd have put up a good fight. And 

then we have every chance to win.’ 
2 Or 3 Or 5% 

The music men refer to their 
original intention of taxing 5% on 
all commercial programs for the 
music rights. The theory is that 
music is the backbone of every com- 
mercial program of any proportion. 
The advertising agency spends 
large sums for radio ‘time’ facili- 
ties, for talent, for land wires and 
for radio continuity, then why not 
an additional percentage on the sum 
total for the use of the coprighted 
music? 

If 5% under present conditions is 
excessive, the die-hards were agree- 
able to a 2 or 3% compromise fee 
on commercial program costs. That 
would have meant a $2,000,000-$5,- 
000,000 income to the music inter- 
ests. 

In answer to this the other side 
maintains that the 25% additional 
concession of a guaranteed income, 
increasing it to $1,250,000, is a posi- 
tive concession of the value of 
copyrighted music to radio. To 
which the retort is, ‘If they gave 
us only $10 extra that, too, would 
be a manifestation of their conces- 
sion.’ 

What the music men need, they 
insist, is a greater revenue to make 
up for the dire effects on their busi- 
ness which radio all gediy has 
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Radio Reports 





CONSTANCE BENNETT 

With Max Steiner’s Orchestra 
Adela Rogers. St. John 7 
Geo. Cukor and David O. Selznick 
‘Hollywood on the Air’ 

30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 


This is RKO Radio Pictures’ an- 
swer to l:. H Aylesworth, the RKO 
and NBC prexy’'s attitude on the 
co-ordination of films and radio for 
mutual benefit. A grand plugfest 
for ‘What Price Hollywood,’ it’s not 
without its general entertainment 
and, regardless, is assured of con- 
centrated attention because of the 
name star. Thatii be the answer 
to all the rest of the RKO-NBC 
hookups from the Coast, or for any 
other film company’s availability of 
the invitation from Aylesworth ex- 
tended by him recently. 

Picked up from sound stage 8, 
where the Bennett picture was shot, 
everything about the broadcast had 
a note of authenticity which was 
effectively transmitted via the mike. 
The Hollywood locale of the picture 
was perfect for the inauguration of 
this series of ‘Hollywood on the 
Air,’ which will continue every Sat- 
urday at 1 p.m, Coast time, which, 
with daylight saving, hits New 
York at 5 o’clock in the afternoon. 

David O. Selznick, executive V.p. 
on Radio production, contributed a 
nice speechlet, bricdy observing 
that the radio public isn’t interested 
in producers on the air. Followed 
Max Steiner with a medley of pic- 
ture song themes, and then to 
sound stage No. 8 for a re-enact- 
ment of ‘What Price Hollywood’ in 
the scene where Miss Bennett sings 
a French number. She did it in 
equally effective manner, her French 
lyric diction coming through so 
clearly that even those with ele- 
mentary command of the language 
got the lyrics. 

A musical ‘heme is referred to in 
passing as dejicting the ‘falling of 
a star’ (Lowell Sherman's mental 
turmoil in the picture, but not so 
announced, with everything to the 
Bennett). This scene included some 
chatting Ly Adela Rogers St. John, 
who wrote the story, and George 
Cukor, the director. 

Miss St. John did several minutes 
on her own later in a very natural 
and seemingly extemporaneous man- 
ner as evidenced by a not stilted 
and plausibly faltering delivery, but 
highly effective withal as she in- 
terpreted Hollywood's price by re- 
ferring to Wally Reid, Valentino 
and Mabel Normand from her fund 
of memory. 

Miss St. John stressed that Hol- 
lywood doesn’t deal in buttons 
which come from a mould, but in 
warmth, temperament, beauty and 
talent, and must be understood to 
be appreciated. She threw a bou- 
quet to Gene Fowler, who contrib- 
uted the comedy portions to the 
picture and also an _ institutional 
builder-up by opinion ‘you should 
love the movies for the great pleas- 
ure they give you.’ It was all done 
in colloquial delivery, simple and 
down-to-earth, intentionally or not 
the best prob-ble ap_eal for picture 
fans’ understanding and _ interest. 
Steiner rounded out the half hour 
with excellent rhythmic syncopa- 
tion. Steiner is the RKO Radio 
studio maestro who scored ‘Holly- 
wood.’ 

If this is a sample of the pro- 
film plug idea as requested by 
Aylesworth it’s a winner. 

It’s a cinch for dial-in attention 
on several elements, not the least 
of which is the stellar appeal by a 
Bennett .r other star, and the 
authentic ‘behind the studio gates’ 
aspects of the microphonic «pro- 
ceedings. Abel. 





a + Anca and Orchestra 
ins, 

WEAF, New York 

Don Bestor is the outgoing dance 
purveyor from the Hotel New York- 
er, who will have been succeeded by 
the time this sees printer's ink by 
another of the hotel's idea of swing- 
ing maestros, Tom Gerun. Bestor is 
no novice to the mike, to New York 
or to class hostelries, as he shifts 
around in th. key hotel spots and 
knows his foxtrotology. 

Bestor knows his stuff, featuring 
a pianist-composer, Dudley Meek- 
ham, with that ‘Sweet Potato Man’ 
number, or otherwise breaking up 
the straight dance stuff. It’s smooth, 
melodic, rhythmic, with a nice 
change of pace, 

Having but 15 minutes, Bestor 
Saw to it that a sympathetic waltz 
such as ‘Mardi Gras,’ the novelty 
Meekham number, and two nice 
foxes came into the musical picture 
for an engaging balance. Kelvin 
Keech did the announcing. Abel, 





wrought. This million and a quar- 
ter would be okaw if it were just a 
by-product source of revenue, but 
there’s practically no other music 
biz, with sheet music sales what 
they are. Hence, if radio is the 
biggest market for copyrighted 





compositions, radio should pay for 
it is the point they make, > 


‘PORTRAITS OF GREAT CHAR, 
ACTERS’ 

(Disraeli,’ 6th of Series) 

Dramatic 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WMCA, N. Y. 

Carefully planned and plotted 
just what chance a dramatic half 
hour such as this has at 9:30 p. m 
on Fridays over a lesser station 
(WMCA), against such major pro- 
grams as Hoffman's ginger ale 
Pond’s beauty creams, Armour 
hams and Woodbury soaps, all with 
ultra talent, is a question. 

At best it’s a talky sequence, Tom 
Probert, co-author with Paul Titus 
of this series, doing the narrating, 
Elmo Russ, the studio pianist-or. 
ganist, assists on the musical back- 
ground as Probert sketches the life 
of Benjamin Disraeli. 

It’s principally a narration. Only 
in snatches do John Flemming 
(who is also the author and pro- 
ducer of the London Crime Club 
series), Charles Capps (author and 
producer of WMCA’s Mysterious 
Plays series) and Helen Harrison 
(newspaper woman and radio ac- 
tress), do their stuff respectively as 
Disraeli, Gladstone and Queen Vic- 
toria in the dramatic highlight bit. 

It’s tough to keep the dial from 
not switching, with the fancy musi- 
cal and song opposition further up 
the dial. 

Next week, Louis Pasteur. 

Abel, | 





AILEEN STANLEY-SCRAPPY 
. LAMBERT With PAUL WHITE.- 

MAN’S Oldsmobile Program 
30 Mins. 

Commercial 
WEAF, New York 

Paul Whiteman has been on the 
air for some time, is on the air 
commercially and _ institutionally 
and yet manages to produce pro- 
grams fresh and crisp and distinc- 
tive, an unusualness which comes 
chiefly from his own music and not 
the variety interludes who may be 
featured as his guest stars. This 
Friday night Oldsmobile program 
was colored almost entirely by 
Whiteman’s own music. 

Aileen Stanley, a proved and ap- 
proved songstress, as the featured 
guest artist, did only one number, 
‘Kentucky Way of Saying Good 
Morning.’ Earlier, Scrappy and the 
Songsmiths’ version of ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ with a brilliant musical back- 
ground was another vocal highlight. 

But the punches from the start 
were that medley of three rumbas, 
‘Mama Inez,’ ‘Fiesta’ and ‘Bahama 
Mama’; two straight pops; a pip 
dance arrangement of Maurice 
Ravel’s eerie ‘Bolero’ and other 
rhythmic numbers. Each carried a 
bit of explanatory chatter by White- 
man himself, cued by the announcer, 

As for Miss Stanley, the guest 
star, she displayed again a cool, ap- 
pealing voice of fine diction and fin- 
ished delivery. Lambert’s hot-cha 
contributions were equally notable, 

In between, ‘In My Merry Olés- 
mobile,’ is an okay thematic for this 
G. M. branch of the Whiteman se- 
ries, Abel, 


STATE-LAKE INAUGURAL 
With Olive Olsen, Lee Sims, Ilomay 
Bailey, George Beatty, Alice Joy 
and Harry Kogen 
Musicale 4 
Sustaining 7 
WLS. Chicago 
A cousinly nod from NBC to RKO 
occupied the choice hour of 8-8:30 
on Wednesday (20) over this 50,000- 
watt station. Being another of those 
unrehearsed affairs, its value was 
exploitive primarily and for the 
State-Lake starting off on the long- 
rumored, finally-achieved vaude- 
ville revival. Usual RKO theme 
song was employed. 
Most interesting item proved to 
be Olive Olsen, blonde comedienne, 


who sang ‘Humming to Myself’ and © 


sounded, without intending to, ex- 
actly like Mildred Bailey. Miss 
Olsen sounded a bit lackadaisical. 
Or it may have been the heat. Or 
just the way these unrehearsed 
plug programs sound. Anyhow it 
was pleasant and so unlike her gen- 
eral style as to furnish surprise. 
As for the others, they are fa<- 
miliar on the radio with the excep- 
tion of George Beatty, who pre< 
sented a portion of his vaudeville 
chatter and wasn’t too good in the 
strange medium. Land. 


BILLY HUGHES’ ARISTOCRATS 
Orchestra 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Unit on the air for a luncheon- 
hour and late-evening broadcast 
from an Albany hotel. Sticks to 
straight dance stuff, and features a 
soft, smooth style of music. Billy 
Dunn, a sympathetic tenor, does the 
vocais. 

While effect achieved is ear-easy, 
there is a sameness to programs 
that becomes noticeable when an 
orchestra broadcasts as frequently 
as this one. A change of pace, via 
novelty numbers or a broadcasting 
of the vocal base, would help. 

Boys get a break when Warren 
Munson, station’s begt dance-orches- 
tra announcer, is at mike, even 





though it’s under remote control ar¢ 
rangement, Jaco. 
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Frown on Gambling 
Costs Bernie Peek 
At Galloping Steeds 


Usual pre-election bluenosery has 
clamped the lid down hard on Sara- 
toga, N. Y., for the August racing. 
Word has gone out that gambling 
will be very much frowned upon, 
and visitors will have to content 
themselves with surreptitious bet- 
ting at the tracks, 

This has resulted in Arrowhead 
Inn canceling Ben Bernie’s band 


pooking and the Clay Bryson combo 
substituted. With no gambling this 
roadhouse, along with the other inns 
and taverns, can’t feature elaborate 
stage entertainments as in the past. 











Russian Music Library 
Gift of Soviet to U.S. 


Moscow, July 10. 
First complete library of Russian 
music composed since the revolu- 
tion to be sent abroad.is destined 
for the U. S. A. It will be placed in 
the hands of the Russian-American 


/Institute, with headquarters in New 


York. 
Music library was gotten together 


MUSIC TRADE PROTESTS) Dash Buys Pair of 


AIR’S NON-REPEAT RULE 


This is open season for Tin Pan 
Alley’s squawks against Radio and 
now the complaint is that the chains 





| are further stifling plugs by making 


rules against playing certain songs 
more than twice or so a night. 
While this means to curb over- 
plugging is commendable in some 
respects, according to t.p.a. stan- 
dards, it’s out of order when it 
affects a big chain plug where a 
special arrangement and a singer 


might be stopped from using a cer- 
tain song just because earlier in the 
evening some dinner band might 
have played a chorus of the same 
number in the course of a medley. 

This has occurred. The dinner 
bands play snatches and choruses 
and ‘use up lots of good material so 
that when later in the evening some 
big commercial wants to use the 
same number in a feature spot, the 
rule automatically eliminates the 
song. 

The publishers urge the big com- 
mercials not to handicap their own 
programs with a fixed rule that 
may mean the substitution of in- 
ferior material. The fact that pop- 
ular stuff is used up early, must 
evidence its worth, publishers argue, 
by its very demand, hence why 





for America by the Soviet authori- 
ties at the request of Sergei Rad- 
amsky, American tenor, during his 
recent visit to this country. In be- 
half of the Institute, Radamsky in- 
troduced the work of several young 
American composers to Russian 
concertists. 

He also has made preliminary ar- 
rangements to import several out- 
standing new musical lights from 
Russia to America under the aus- 
pices of the Institute. One of them 
will be a brilliant young pianist. 


Grandpap at 44 


Hollywood, July 26. 
L. Wolfe Gilbert, songwriter, 
claims to be the youngest profes- 


sional grandpap. His daughter, 
Mrs, Bernard Gottlieb, became a 
mother Saturday (23). 

Gilbert blushes to 44, 


Mills-Weil Deal Off 


Deal by Mills Music to buy up 
the Milton Weil catalog in Chicago 
has been calfed off. 

Several complications from the 


Chicago end arose and on the ad- 
vice of counsel Mills decided to 
waive its money deposit to Weil 
and drop the proposition entirely. 
































Writer 
“So Beats My Heart for You” 
(DeSylvia, Brown & Henderson) 
“Please Handle with Care” 
(Marlo Music Corp.) 
“Daffodil Lane” 

(M. K. Jerome, Inc.) 
“Dreamy Hills of Home, Sweet 
Home” 

(Santly Bros.), ete. 
ANNOUNCES 3 NEW SONGS: 


“DREAM WITH ME” 
“WOULDN’T YOU KNOW?” 
“BACK HOME AGAIN IN 

HEAVEN” 
30 West 52nd Street, New York 

















PHIL BAKER, BEN BERNIE, 
WALTER HIRSCH 


Through } 
MILLER MUSIC 


STRANGE-INTERLUDE | 


A New Song 











shouldn’t an important commercial 
be: accorded the same considera- 
tion 





Shooting Mills-Calloway 
In Chicago for Picture 


Mills Brothers and Cab Calloway 
sequences in Paramount’s ‘Wild 
Waves’ will have to be registered in 
Chicago if at all. Mills-Rockwell 
office has advised the picture com- 
pany that prior engagements will 
prevent the two acts from making 
the Hollywood hop. 

Understood that the proposed ar- 
rangement is okay with the produc- 
ing company. 


Party for George M. - 


Hollywood, July 25. 


Old time song writers, now here, 
will stage a party for George M. 
Cohan at the Ambassador hotel on 
Thursday (28). 


Gang will all be lads who pounded 
out tunes before the hot-cha era, 


Donaldson, Kahn Again 


Old combination of Walter Don- 
aldson and Gus Kahn is back in 
harness again. Arrangement worked 
out by Donaldson’s publishing’ firm 
last week has them set for a stretch 
of pounding them out together. 

Composer and lyric writer left by 
auto yesterday (25) for Chicago 
where they'll settle down to the 











routine. 





Al Beilin’s Plans 


. After 11 years Al Beilin has re- 
signed. as manager of Irving Berlin’s 
Chicage office. Fred Kramer from 
Detroit replaces him. 

Béilin plans to open a radio talent 
booking office in Chicago, 





__UA Renews Newman 


; Holywood, July 25. 
: Alfred Newman's contract as mu- 
sical’ director at United Artists 
studio, has been renewed for an- 
other year. é; 
‘Makes his fourth there. 


SUSTAINERS AT $10 


San Francisco, July 26. 
NBC hands out a healthy slash 
to sustaining artists after Aug. 1 
when salaries for non-sponsored 
programs slide from $25 to $10. 
NBC Artists’s Bureau will con- 
tinue to deduct 10% commissions, 
leaving artists $9 net. Some of 
them, with one $25 a week program, 
were able to manage a fair living, 
but now will be left on a spot un- 
less NBC comes forward with more 
periods. 


L. A. BANDS CHANGE 
Los Angeles, July 25. 











Jimmy Grier’s band formerly at 


'the Ambassador hotel’s Cocoanut 


Grove, goes into the Biltmore hotel 


here Aug. 1, replacing the Charles | 


Kaley outfit. 

Henry Halstead’s orchestra leaves 
the Roosevelt hotel Aug. 1. No suc- 
cessor chosen as yet. 


Catalogs for England 


Irwin Dash, visiting from London 

to line up American song material 
| for England, has closed for the for- 
leign rights to Stept-Powers and 
|Phil Kornheiser, Inc.’s_ catalogs. 
Also with Harry Bloom, Inc., for 
‘Moon’; three songs by Roy Turk 
and Fred E. Ahlert, an~ two by 
Mack Gordon and Harry Revel. 
Dash returns on the ‘Minnetonka’ 
Aug. 5. 
Jimmy Campbell of Campbell- 
Connelly, of which firm the newly 
formed Dash Co. is a2 subsidiary, 
flew in from Jamaica, W. I., over 
the weekend, on a business trip. 
Campbell had been on a West Indies 
cruise. 


PRINTING IN CANADA 
LOOKS FORCED BY TAX 


If the music publishers are to 
capitalize on their merchandise in 
Canada, indications are that the 
American firms will have to print 
in the Dominion, This is because of 
the sundry excise taxes which tilt 


the price of an American song hit 
to 50c retail, owing to the import 
duties on matter printed in the 
U. 8. A. For years Leo Feist, Inc., 
was the sole American music pub- 
lisher to recognize this and printed 
in Canada. 

With music subjected to various 
surtaxes of 10, five and three per 
centum, per copy, the retailer can’t 
‘operate under the 50c merchandis- 
ing price. This, with Canada’s na- 
tionals under an even greater eco- 
nomic strain than in the U. §&., 
hasn’t helped to move the stock off 
the shelves. 

Hence, American firms realize it 
will be wise to patronize Canadian 
printers and engravers if they’re 
to give themselves and the song re- 
tailers a break. 


Band Placements 


Don Bestor will road-tour until 
Aug. 8, when he opens at Conven- 
tion hall, Atlantic City, for two 
weeks, 

Tom Gerun opened yesterday (25) 
at the Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., 
succeeding Bestor. 

Ted Weems has gone to the Lin- 
coln' ‘Tavern, Chi roadhouse, suc- 
ceeding Duke Ellington. Harry 
Sosnick replaces Gus Arnheim at 
The Dells, also at Morton. Grove, 
Iill., opposition to the Lincoln Tav- 
ern. 

Ellington switches to Castle 
Farms, Cincinnati. 




















Town Buys Roadhouse 
Troy, N. Y., July 25. 


Smith’s Tavern, long a night club 
on the Loudonville-Saratoga (N.Y.) 
Road, has been purchased by the 
town of Colonie for $22,500. Tav- 
ern was leased as a town hall last 
winter, with an option for a later 
purchase, despite the fact a group 
of taxpayers opposed its acquisi- 
tion. 

Estate which sold property to the 
town acquired it when a $12,500 
mortgage was foreclosed last July 
against the Jerams and the Smiths, 


owners. State troopers had made 
several raids,. seizing gambling 
paraphernalia. 





Beefsteaking Hon. Dave 


Hon. Dave Clarke, a tin pan alley 
character, will be testimonialed at 
a beefsteak al fresco which Al B. 
White will m. c. the evening of July 
‘29 at White’s Windmill Inn, Free- 
port, L. L 

A committee of tin pan alleyites 
has arranged for a bus to take the 
mob from 49th street and 7th ave- 
nue, shoving off at 5 p. m. 





FAIR’S LOCAL MEN 
Brockton, Mass., July 25. 


Brockton Agriculture’ Society, 
operator of the Brockton Fair, has 
agreed to employ local musicians 
for stage show accompaniments and f 
concerts at the fair this year. 

For the last several years bands 
have been imported. 





Down to a Whisper 
Elsie Robinson, Hearst syndicated | 
writer, quite openly states she finds 
herself with $500 a week less in in- 
come, due to salary reductions. The 
‘Listen World’ feature syndicator is 
a San Francisco newspaperwoman, 





| 


RADIO REVIVAL OF OLD 
STANDARDS IS PROBLEM 


The growing tendency among the 
radio songsters to identify them- 
selves with the revival of old-time 
favorites in a manner similar to 
Ruth Etting’s revival of ‘Harvest 
Moon,’ has the music publishers 
worried. They'll probably place a 
restriction rule on the old stuff and 
release it for public performance 
only: ‘by special permission.’ 

The reason for this is that while 
a successful revival might mean 
some extra revenue from a dormant 
source, the radio plug, it is known, 
will kill it off completely just as it 
does with the average present-day 
popular song once the new material 
has been exploited into popularity. 


The publishers and songwriters 
take the position that it is their 
wealth of familiar music of yester- 
years which forms the backbone of 
their business for release as mu- 
tually beneficial and if radio dissi- 
pates it by over-plugging it into a 
permanent extinction, that’s not so 
smart. 








PAUL’S RENDEZVOUS 


On Eighth street, in Greenwich 
Village, is Paul’s Rendezvous, a 
colorful incident in New York’s nite 
life. A couple of months ago it 
was called Maxim’s and sported a 
stiff cover charge. ‘The interior is 
very ultra-ultra, with red cushioned 
settees, garish paintings, a polished 
dance floor and an elevated dais for 
an orchestra. Today, with the new 
name and management, a radio has 
replaced the band and the custom- 
ers put on the floor show them- 
selves. 

The cover charge is down to 25 
cents and—greatest of all night club 
comedowns—ginger ale is only 35 
cents a bottle. Even that two-bit 
cover holds only on week-end 
nights and holidays. During the 
week it’s a minimum charge. 

And where a few months ago the 
place had to struggle for existence, 
it is today jammed to the rafters. 
Caught on a hot Tuesday night, 
with practically every form of 
amusement in Manhattan off, al- 
most all of the 60 tables downstairs 
were occupied and there was a 
sprinkling of customers on the 80- 
table shelf. 

Place is run as’ a Village hang- 
out—with business expected from 
customers out of. the Bronx. About 
a dozen long-haired lads are al-. 
Ways on hand for color. They're 
on the cuff and provide just enough 
atmosphere to make it seem au- 
thentic. 

Always on hand is Eli Siegel, who 
won fleeting fame some years back 
by writing, a poem called ‘Hot 
Afternoons We Have in Montana.’ 
It won the ‘Nation’ poetry prize and 
Siegel came to New York from Bal- 
timore and became a village char- 
acter. At the slightest provocation 
he recites ‘The Congo,’ by Vachel 
Lindsay. At Paul’s there are 
enough interested persons to pro- 
voke him regularly. 

Always on hand also are John 
Rose Gilday, poet ‘and philosopher, 
with a group of disciples, and Dolly 
Humbert. 


was one of the first to sing ‘Little 
Buttercup’ and other Gilbert and 
Sullivan roles. She still sings 
them, but for purposes of paying 
rent she -sells Greenwich Village 
newspapers. 

Other such characters go to make 
up the atmosphere—an atmosphere 
that blends strangely with the high- 
ly colored frescoes and red and gilt 
decor. 

For entertainment there’s a show 
of some sort every night at 10. On 
Monday it’s ‘Open Forum’; Tues- 
day, book review; Wednesday, mu- 
sicale; Thursday, poetry night; 
Friday, whoopee; Saturday, double 
whoopee; Sunday, Village im- 
promptu. 

No explanation of what the Fri- 
day and Saturday night things 
mean. IJt’s up to the customers. Si- 
lence is called for and whoever 
wants to entertain can do his or 
her stuff—if not, the always reliable 
poets trot up to read their own 
poetry. 

Serious thought is given only to 
the Monday night thing—the world 
problems are settled on that night. 
Last night (25) the subject was, 
‘What Price Polygamy?’ Speech is 
free, and do they waste it lavishly! 
Anybody who wants to say some- 
thing is welcome to do so. The 
subjects are picked by the manage- 
ment, and maybe it’s accidental 
that most of them are on sex. 

Food and soft drinks are served 
by ‘hostesses,’ not waitresses. In 
between serving customers they sit 
down and chat with the people they 
serve. Or, if the entertainment is 
running low, they help out on that. 

Maybe it’s a freak layout and 
maybe it has nothing to do with 
either show business or night club 
business. But it’s open every night 
and turning in a handsome profit 





| Manhattan, 


regularly. While in all the rest of 
including the Times 
Square sector, paying the rent is a | 
problem. Kauf. |} 


Dolly is a gray-haired 
old lady who once, many years ago,: 


Whiteman Placing All 
His Worries with NBC 
In Retrenchment Move 


As part of the financial revision 
the band leader is putting his or- 
ganization through, NBC this week 
takes over the complete manage- 
ment and publicizing of the Paul 
Whiteman unit. First move by 
Whiteman to cut down his overhead 
was to let out his personal p. a., Al 
Zugsmith, and the unit’s production 
coach, Jack Martin. 


Jack Lavin, the maestro’s per- 
sonal manager, goes on an indefinite 
vacation the latter part of this week, 
with Lavin’s return dependent on 
whatever understanding they arrive 
at on the tentative date set for the 
holiday windup, Sept. 15. Meantime 
the departure is to be considered a 
leave of absence, with Whiteman 
relieved of all salary obligation. 
Lavin will motor to the Coast, and 
while there will take care of several 
business matters for the maestro. 

Pending Lavin’s absence the NBO 
Artists Service will handle every 
phase of the Whiteman organiza- 
tion’s business, including production 
of the Pontiac program and the 
checkup of Whiteman’s couvert ar- 
rangement with the Hotel Biltmore 
roof. All publicity on the outfit will 
come out of the network’s press de- 
partment, with that department ex- 
pected to assign a special man te 
the job. 

Figured that Whiteman will con- 
tinue his retrenchment activity by 
asking the members of the band and 
the specialty artists to take a cut 
of 10 or 15%. 








| TWO TOUGH BREAKS IN 


WEEK FOR LYMAN BAND 


Tough breaks were encountered 
by two of Abe Lyman’s musicians 
last week. Fred Ferguson, trumpet 
player, is in the Mary Immaculate 
Hospital, Jamaica, L. I, recovering 
from a slight concussion, and Harry 
Podol’s wife died suddenly from 
heart failure. 

Mrs. Mollie Podol, sister of Henry 
Shapiro, vaudeville agent, had seen 
the first show of the Lyman band 
at the Capitol; "New York, and went 
home, collapsing fatally just about 
the time the band was'on stage for 
the ‘second show. She was about 
30. They have an: eight-year-old 
son. ' 

Ferguson with ‘his wife, Dorothy 
MeNulty, last ingenue lead in ‘Hey 
Nonny Nonny,’ were sideswiped. by 
another car-in Jamaica, L. I. : Both 
suffered concussion of the brain, 
but are on the road to recovery. 








Watters With Columbia Phono 

John 8. Watters, formerly mer- 
chandise manager for Wurlitzer in 
Cincinnati, has joined Columbia 
Phonograph Co. 

He’ll be general sales mgr. of the 
record and phonograph division. 














, 


hurls the challenge: 
“Result of similarity.. sameness and 
general monotony of currefit  batfas 
-+-has been that public interest Mm 
bands is shot. .They all sound alike.’’ 
Reprinted from Variety, ' 
‘ July' 12, 1992. 


} 
prints the answer. It’s | 
“...Kay Green and His Mystics of 
Melody, a néwly organized band 
along new distinctive lines. ..com- 
bines music with magic. Green a 
magician as well as orchestra coh- 
ductor...’’ ; , : 
Reprinted from Variety, 

July 19, 1932, 


Kay Green 


and his 
MYSTICS OF MELODY 


To reach them quick, wire or write 


CLIFFORD GILL 


214 Pantages Theatre Bidg., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 





And now, will you please return the 
gilk hat, MR. 





Pa ee 














Bo PA AR 


Sa et ee Pe 
(a i a ele ene Ai ott tthe ae 


gh avon 


¥ 
is 
e 
+ 
2 
. 
- 


rem 0% 


vee 


AR ER TNT RIL gS yee care em eet ag 








ny 
f} 
i 
hj 
hi 
i, 


1 


Se Gee ete Se = 


de 0 
vgn 





VARIETY 


Tuesday, July 26, 1932 





———==3 














HOLLYWOOD 


and Los Angeles 


“Variety's” Office, 6282 Hollywood Bivd., at Vine St. (Taft Bidg.) 
Phone Hollywood 6141 

















Western Theatre Premium Co., on 
Film row, dissolved by withdrawal 


of Paul Fine from _ partnership. 
Business will be run by Harry 
Klein, the remaining partner, 





Dr. Maurice Kahn, through an as- 
signee, suing Sandy Roth, Metro as- 
sistant director, for $125, for serv- 
ices rendered in Municipal court. 





J. D. Martin Scenic Co. target of 
$377 litigation brought by J. R. 
Clancy, Inc., N. Y., stage hardware 
company. 





American Seating Co., through an 
assignee, awarded judgment total- 
ing $2,525 from Hughes-Franklin 
Theatres in L. A. Superior court. 





Zurich General Accident & Liabil- 
ity Insurance Co. suing Edwin Ca- 
rewe for $440 due on premiums. 





Arthur La Vove, publicity man 


and artist for sex show at the Cali- 
fornia theatre, claims J. Finger, 
manager, owes him $50. 





Ben Sullivan and Margaret Gray, 
extras, want total of $16 unpaid 
checks from C. C. Burr. 





Raymond Rose, sound recorder, 
filed wage claim against C. E. Van 
Der Def, head of the Angelus Re- 
cording Co. of Hawthorne, Calif., for 
$390 unpaid salary. 





Henry Halstead, band leader, tar- 
get of a $45 salary complaint by 
Thelma Holloway, nurse. 





Housekeeper of the Russian Art 
League, Marie Hazeff, says she has 
$36 pay coming. 





Teatro Leo Carrillo object of a 
state labor commission wage claim 
of $20 filed by Tempe Pigott. 





CONGORILLA 


(Continued from page 17) 


what hokumy business with a burst- 
ing balloon, and the sundry close- 
ups of the more intelligent of the 
savages, are tribute to the patience 
as well as ingenuity of the Johnsons 
and their assistants, interpreters 
and guides. 

‘Congorilla’ is a different picture 
which, if the present, stagnated 
general condition of boxoffice means 
anything, should receive heightened 


‘ public interest because of its con- 


trast. Abel. 


MADAME RACKETEER 


Paramount production and release. Di- 
rected by Alexander Hall and Harry’ Wag- 
staff Gribble. Story and treatment by Mal- 
colm Stuart Boylan and Harvey Gates. 
Alison Skipworth, Richard Bennett, George 
Raft and Evalyn Knapp featured. At the 
Paramount, New York, week of July 12. 
Running time, 68 mins. 


Martha Hicks...... »++---Alison Skipworth 
Elmer Hicks........e+++.-Richard Bennett 
Alice Hicks........see0...+-Evalyn Knapp 
Jack Houston..........+.. --...George Raft 
James Butterworth......... Robert McWade 
Patey:. Hicks. ......<«.«00 «.-Gertrude Messinger 
David Butterworth...3....... John Breeden 





Because the subtle high comedy 
that flows so: gently through the 
script is likely to pass over the hats 
of the peasantry, this grand oppor- 
tunity to establish a brand-new 
type of character for picture usage 
seems destined to go by the boards. 
“Madame Racketeer’ may do better 
just now than ordinarily since it is 
frothy hot weather fare, but its 
ranking still falls short of the pos- 
sibilities. 


Lack of name strength in the cast 
will prove costly, since a draw on 
the billing sheet might have slipped 
this effort across. Even a combina- 
tion of moderate monickers could 
have turned the trick. But as cast, 
‘Madame Racketeer’ has only George 
Raft in the draw department, and 
Georgie can’t carry it alone. 


The authors had the courage to 
present a middle-aged larceny ex- 
pert and then try to make an audi- 
ence like her. Oddly enough, they 
succeeded. Her tactics are excus- 
able and highly entertaining. <A 
comedy strain prevails throughout. 
In her younger days she walked out 
on two lovely daughters and a de- 
voted husband, and even that’s 
easily overlooked. Ordinarily such 
a background would tend to weaken 
a character, no matter how comic- 
ally treated, but in this instance a 
wealth of human charm prevents 
collapse. 


About everything necessary for 
the delivery of a sprakling comedy 
performance was set up in the main 
alley. There will be conflicting 
opinions over Alison Skipworth, who 
got the job. Although the script 
and the lines pave the way for a 
personal click by Miss Skipworth, 
it’s really her much too-straight 
and painstaking method that re- 
strains ‘Madame Racketeer’ from 
achieving what would have been 
within reach with a Dressler or 
even a Jobyna Howland. Miss 
Skipworth’s would have been the 





right method in legit, but in films a 
broader way carries more weight. 

Richard Bennett is even worse off, 
since his shortcomings in this role 
show up on the_ surface. This 
usually strong actor is badly mis- 
cast as a weakling husband who 
doubles as a mother after his wife 
walks. Better casting judgment 
picked the balance of the support, 
particularly Raft. This one won't 
enhance Raft’s standing, but his 
presence in a fitting part helps the 
picture, 

‘Madame _ Racketeer’ is labeled 
Martha Hicks, alias The Countess. 








RKO STATE LAKE 


CHICAGO 
I—RKO Vaudeville Acts—7 
JOE FE. HOWARD, “SCOOTER” 


LOWERY, BENNY KOSS, PEPITO, 
ROISMAN’S ALABAMIANS & Oths. 
“NO GREATER LOVE” 


With RICHARD KENNETT, 
ALEXANDER CARR 





She starts and finishes in the pen. 
She’s on parole and the whole theme 
is planted early when she sells the 
warden a watch minus the works 
by way of saying farewell. Her 
confidence stuff is devoted to the 
cause of helping out her two daugh- 
ters during the latter part of the 
picture. She outwits an on-the-lam 
city crook (Raft), who’s on the 
make for the youngest girl, and 
cons the local banker into consent- 
ing to his son’s marriage to her 
older daughter. On the side she 
takes the banker for $45,000 in a 
fast securities switch, and that 
automatically cancels her parole. 


Most of the chatter is smart, and 
a lot of it is exceptional picture 
dialog. :The authors refrained from 
growing unduly sloppy or _ senti- 
mental, although the chances were 
many. The daughters’ scenes with 
their incognito mother are touching, 
and audience sympathy would give 
the Countess freedom at the finish. 
But the writers stuck to their orig- 
inal plans, apparently, and for that 
reason the plot maintains its 
strength right up to the end. 

Bige. 


Roar of the Dragon 


Radio Pictures production and release. 
Richard Dix starred. Directed by Wesley 
Ruggles. Adapted by Howard Estabrook 
from story by George Kibbe Turner, 
Merian C. Cooper and Jane Bigelow. Ed- 
ward Cronjager, photog. At the Palace, 






New York, week of Aug. 23. Running 
time, 70 mins. 

CORGOM § cccccccvccccccccncccece Richard Dix 
BUGEASCMA cocccccpeccccacccvens Gwili Andre 
PPT EE +-+--Edward Everett Horton 
Bree eobocee -++++-Arline Judge 
Gabby Tourist....ccccccccccsees ZaSu Pitts 
Johnson ......6 escees++-Dudley Digges 
Voronsky ....ceeseseeee+-C. Henry Gordon 


wuasépe Arthur Stone 


Sole’ sos. o cocescces 
Dr. Prausnitz ......+...William Orlamond 





Hokey action picture that will 
find the important spots too rich 
for its blood, but ought partly to 
make up for that in the neighbor- 
hoods. It has the requirements for 
solo neighb playing, besides Richard 
Dix. Latter as the star is the chief 
if not the only recommendation for 
key engagements. 

Had ‘Roar of the Dragon’ arrived 
a few months ago it could have at- 
tained the first flight houses through 
timeliness. But Chinese wars are 
about as reliable as a dollar watch, 
and as lasting. When this film went 
into production it looked the Ori- 
entals would still be scrapping on 
page one until New Year's Day, 


1933. That was ‘Dragon's’ big 
chance, 

This way it’s just another Man- 
churian bandit story and ex- 


tremely remindful of ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press’ in more ways than one. Only 
it’s a boat this time instead of a 
train. 

Dix never seems to be enjoying 
the job, and no wonder. Opposite 
him is a new personality, Gwili 











Andre, who is undergoing the build- 
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|Garbo competition. 


ing-up process. Judgment shouldn't 
be passed on Miss Andre until the 
studio finds a better way to make 
use of her talents. In this start 
she’s touted as an entry in the 
The objective 
is sought in a manner far from 
subtle, and at times it isn’t clear 
whether Miss Andre is under orders 
to do a Garbo or a Dietrich. She's 
made up like and paced to resemble 
the former, while the lights, photo- 
graphic angles and manner of speech 
are all very suggestive of the lat- 
ter. This new face falls into the 
Garbo-Dietrich category in that it’s 
exotic in the routine manner, but 
an ingenueish attitude that prevails 
throughout Miss Andre's perform- 
ance stands in the way. 

Balance of the,cast are standard 
people, but they are burdened with 
routine parts of types that are 
present without variations in most 
films of this sort. ZaSu Pitts has 
the comedy relief, and always seems 
to be working on another lot. They 
gave her the laugh assignment, but 
no material for landing laughs, Ed- 
ward Evcett Horton is up against 
the same proposition in a role that 
starts with comedy and ends with 
pathos. That he’s better than his 
part is ever apparent. C. Henry 
Gordon is the dirty villain, and just 
dirty enough. 

Dix and a group of passengers on 
a Chinese river boat which he pilots 
are stranded in an unprotected town 
that’s ‘n danger of a raid by the 
bandit Voroasky. They can’t ship 
off to Harbin and safety until the 
paddle wheel is fixed. Voronsky 
beats the fixers by a day, and the 
stranded white folk in a picturesque 
Oriental walled garden are _ sur- 
rounded and besieged by the ban- 
ditti. Their lone machine gun holds 
the Chinese muscle men at bay, and 
eventually they manage to slip 
through to the boat just as they’re 
on the verge of being starved into 
submission. Miss Andre happens 
to be Voronsky’s captive woman 
until Dix steps in, and the finish 
gives the hero both the battle and 
the laly. 

The sets are interesting and the 
minor players of native parts au- 
thentic looking. ‘Dragon’ rates an 
A productionally, but that’s all. 

Bige. 


Washington Masquerade 


M-G-M production and release, starring 
Lionel Barrymore; directed by Charles 
Brabin. Story from the Henri Bernstein 
play, ‘The Claw’; adaptation by John 
Meehan in collaboration with Samuel 
Blythe. Camera, Gregg Toland; film 
editor, Ben Lewis. At the Capitol, New 
York, July 21. Running time, 86 mins. 


Fell KOARe. 22k cvderecsees Lionel Barrymore 
Consuela Fairbanks....... ».-Karen Morley 
Ruth Keane........ eoreeee+sDiane Sinclair 
BEORMNCT «oo vs seticcccceceseeciees Nils Asther 
Senator Withers..... pecves Reginald Barlow 
Babcoee oa ss cece «».. William Collier, Sr. 
Senator Hodge....seceseeess William Morris 
MORAG. .%c sc cvncce ececcccess-- Rafaela Ottiano 
Hinsdale........+. eecceess-C. Henry Gordon 





++... Burton Churchill 


Senator Bitler......+. 
eesccecen Henry Kolker 


Stapleton. ....ccccoce 





Lionel Barrymore in a fine role, 
made to order for his talents, is all 
this subject needs to register. It 
will get returns from that angle 
and from little else. Outside of that 
asset and a first-rate cast the pic- 
ture hasn’t a great deal to recom- 
mend it to boxoffice. ; 

To start with, the adaptation has 
taken large liberties with the play’s 
text, playing down the original sex 
angle and playing up the political 
side for flag-waving and whoop- 
hurrah purposes. There has never 
been a straight drama about Ameri- 
can politics that has clicked. 

Still there never was a smash 
newspaper play until ‘Gentlemen of 
the Press’ and ‘The Front Page’ 
came along. Maybe this is a tradi- 
tion-busting -age and we'll get a 
great American political play. Only 
the chances are against ‘Washing- 
ton Masquerade’ being it. The 
heavy patriotic story handicaps it. 

Aside from the story material, the 
p.cture has much in its favor. First 
and foremost it provides a particu- 
larly interesting role for Barry- 
more—that of a mid-western lawyer 
and a fascinating type. He's a 
plain man with some rough edges, 
but a world of courage and earnest- 
ness and an engaging sense of 
humor, and, as played by this sub- 
limated specialist in character types 
off the conventional, the role grows 
to a memorable bit of portraiture. 
It’s a one-man picture, for Barry- 
more’s compelling acting pulls the 
release out of a hole. 

The people—the theatregoers for 
this discussion—are at the moment 
pretty thoroughly impatient with 
politicians and a story that under- 
takes to glorify the Washington 
solon isn’t going to win any popular 
acclaim. Subject handles this angle 
with kid gloves and therein may be 
seen the fine Italian hand of Samuel 
Blythe, probably the best informed 
of all the older generation of Wash- 
ington commentators, and perhaps 
the wisest and most sophisticated. 

At any rate they set up the lobby- 
ist as the villain of the piece, and 
the legislators generally are the 
well-meaning cat’s-paws of these 
plotters. There is a suspicion that 
some inside political caution dic- 
tated this studio treatment, but it 


a whole. 
It was the 





FOX, BROOKLYN 


(Continued from page 31) 


acrobatic dance. It’s oke to give 
the thing a fast start. 

Julian Hall follows with a Chap- 
lin imitation, which means_ practi- 
cally nothing, and Anna Chang is 
announced as Anna May Wong. 
She’s a plump Chinese girl with a 
heavy blues voice who's oke on her 
own, but looks no more like Miss 
Wong than Sessue Hayakawa. Judy 
and Cherar, next, are the first genu- 
ine doubles doing a smart Laurel 
and Hardy bit. They really look 
and act like the Roach comics and 
get a few laughs by their antics. 


At this stage the first house addi- 
tion, a Miss Santelli, comes on as 
Rosa Ponselle. She has a nice so- 
prano, so it’s okay on the straight 
music value. 


Robert Montgomery, next, turns 
out to be a roller skater. He really 
knows how to skate, so it doesn’t 
matter that he resembles Harold 
Lloyd more than the Metro juve. 


For no reason whatever show is 
now interrupted for Freddy Mack 
and his musikers to get in their 
overture, which they do with the 
usual Mack polish despite it’s mis- 
placed and holds up the proceed- 
ings. Miss Compson walks on 
towards .]1~* close of the piece to 
whittle at a fiddle for a few minutes 
in sufficiently effective manner, and 
from that gces into a dance with 
Roy Bradley. 


Henry Berman is called Harry 
Richman for two vocal numbers. 
Richman is doing four shows a day 
at the Paramount, New York, this 
week, so he won't be ab!s to see 
himself here. If he did he'd sue 
somebody for libel. Three fast and 
genuinely amusing takeoffs follow: 
Danny Beck as Harry Langdon, 
Steve Savage as Joe E. Brown and 
Miss Compson as Marlene Dietrich. 
Beck beyond the dead pan imper- 
sonation does an extra neat drum 
playing bit, and Savage turns in a 
highly entertaining acrobatic dance. 
Miss Compson is surprisingly good 
as the blonds German star until she 
opens hc» mouth, She sings the 
song out of ‘Blue Angel’ in pretty 
sad fashion, spoiling the illusion. 
Just Lefore that a Mexican girl, 
Consuello Gonzales, is on tagged as 
Lupe Velez to do two songs for good 
results. She doesn’t look’ like Miss 
Velez, but muggs just as effectively. 
The customers liked her. 

Entire layout takes 63 minutes, 
almost double the usual F. & M. 
running time, which makes up 
somewhat for the paucity of film 
fare current week. A Fox first-run 
feature, ‘Almost Married,’ is only 
50 minutes long. Program is filled 
out with a newsr-.el and the Hal 
Becket organlog. Biz last show 
opening day just fair. Kauf. 








of the play back in ’21, But this is 
a distinctly different handling. The 
stage character was a figure of un- 
alloyed tragedy, an old French 
statesman ruined by a scheming 
young wife. This part is that of a 
vigorous American, flavored with 
humor and not a little gusto. Re- 
sult is the strengthening of the 
human side of the central figure, 
but weakening of the _ intrinsic 
drama, 

Picture is beautifully made and 
shrewdly cast. Karen Morley adds 
another achievement to her recent 
series of distinctive types. Here is 
one actress who can be a siren and 
still a grande dame, dealing with 
stereotyped characters and situa- 
tions with an elegance of poise that 
makes them cameo-like in individu- 
ality. Here she is a scheming ad- 
venturess dealing in intrigue at the 
capital in alliance with a lobby ring, 
and she plays it with all the grace 
and easy command that would go 
with a successful adventuress in 
that environment. A less subtle 
actress could easily have over- 
played. Miss Morley gets her ef- 
fects by underplaying for emphasis, 
making in this respect an ideal op- 
posite for the insinuating Lionel. 

Minor types generally make a sat- 
isfactory background for this pair, 
a highly desirable balance, which, 
by the way, is most often found in 
pictures adapted from stage plays, 
where the art of high-lighting the 
few central characters is nearly 
always better handled than in origi- 
nals or adapted novels for the 
screen. 

Play has a sad ending, which was 
inevitable, but the gloom of the 
finish is expertly handled for a 
minimum of depressive effect. Tech- 
nical production is flawless, so skil- 
fully made to serve the story that 
it generally passes unnoticed as to 
such details as settings, which are 
nevertheless elaborate and suggest 
they were costly. Heavy masses of 
people are used to picture the social 
side of the capital, and there are 





adds no strength to the subject as | 


elder Barrymore, by | 
the way, who played the same role | 
lin the Arthur Hopkins production 


'several imposing sets, the U. S. 
; Senate chamber being one of them. 
Rush, 

| IN 0 nen 

| Rejection Proof 

| tollie Roxi (Mrs. Anatole Fried- 


|land) returns to writing in the fall 


|} with her own class neighborhood 

publication in New York. 
She'll call it the ‘Central Park 

West Review’ and edit it herself. 


. CHICAGO a 


Chicago, July 23, ‘ 

It was warm inside the supposed« 
to-be cool Chicago. Refrigeratiog 
went blooey during the week, ang 
while partially operating Friday on 
the opening day of the week, the 
chilled air wasn’t flowing fagt 
enough. 

A good turnout of payees wag 
probably attracted as much by the 
stage show as the picture, which 
was ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par), with the 


uncertain drawing power of George’ 


Bancroft, whose’ recent pictureg 
haven’t sustained his popularity. 

Bert Wheeler, Lillian Roth, Polly 
Walters and Mark Fisher was the 
billing order, Locally, Fisher would 
be an easy third, with Miss Walters 
scarcely recognized here as a celeb. 
rity. She was just a blonde stooge 
that people were told they ought to 
know, but didn’t. 

As it happens, Miss Walters han- 
dies herself very nicely in the little 
they gave her to do. When Wheeler 
was all through after their comedy 
tete-a-tete, Bert simply got up and 


walked toward the exit, leaving Miss - 


Walters to help herself. A small 
matter, perhaps, but it left Miss 
Walters to cover up an awkward- 
ness. 

Of course, it was hot, and he had 
just got off the Century, and didn’t 
know his part, but Wheeler looked 
none too good Friday. His vaude- 
ville experience got him off and 
across. His confusion, as he hinted, 
might have been due to the produc- 
tion department being dizzy. In- 
deed, the whole performance was 
sloppy and clumsily routined, with 
a minute-long stage wait which 
Lillian Roth tried bravely to cover 
up, caused by the setting of props 
to stage a dull blackout. 

Real wallops of the show were 
scored by the auxiliary talent, not- 
ably the Rose Statler Trio built 
around a girl whose body can be 
thrown about quite as easily as a 
basketball. Gasps of amazement 
were frequent. fugene, ‘wizard of 
the xylophone,’ is a 12-year-old lad 
whose performance on the melodic 
lumber was solid merit, with a little 
showmanly hokum added in the 
form of -head-tossing and _ foot- 
stomping for emphasis. 

First of the two blackouts is in a 
maternity ward. All of the women 
are expecting on April 13. The final 
patient is asleep. ‘And when is this 
lady to have her blessed event?’ in- 
quires the doctor (Mark Fisher). ‘I 
don’t know,’ is the reply, ‘she wasn’t 
on our picnic.’ 

This sweet little jest and the other 
blackout are survivors of Lew Les- 
lie’s ‘Clowns in Clover,’ which 
closed last week after three weeks 
at the Apollo. Since not over 2,000 
persons top could have seen that 


flop revue, the salvaging would be © 


okay if the skits were worth. the 
rescue. Whieh they are _ not. 


‘Clowns’ was slaughtered by these . 


very same blackouts and others like 
them, rated the worst Chicago has 
seen in a long while. 

Wheeler, Roth, and Fisher were 
using their scripts on the stage Fri- 
day with not even a partial mem- 
orizing of the lines. Alibis about 
being tough in reviewing first per- 
formances cannot excuse the rank 
unpreparedness of almost every- 
body and everything connected with 
the stage show, which the trailer 
proudly introduced as a ‘typical’ 
Chicago theatre presentation. 

Obviously people not available for 
rehearsals should not be cast for or 
expected to go into ‘book’ parts. 
Dialog when done in a big theatre 
must be well done. And the first 
3,500 paying customers should see a 
good performance as well as the 
thousands who pass the chopper 
later in the week. 

Miss Roth deserves credit for her 
sportsmanly good nature in cover- 
ing up as best she could. In her 
own right she didn’t do as well as 


usual. Maybe the first show again. 
More likely the numbers she is 
using. 


Charles Previn directed the or- 
chestra through ‘Faust,’ with eight 
male and eight female voices for a 
chorus. A few minutes later the 
boy xylophonist came along with 
‘Faust’ again and in a lengthy ver- 
sion, also. Yes, it was awfully hot 
last week. Land. 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St.. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 
GREETING CARDS 
For All Occasions 
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made by hand. 
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OBITUARY 


DENNIS NEILSEN-TERRY 

Dennis Neilsen - Terry, son of 
Fred Terry and Julia Neilsen, died 
jn Bulawayo, 8. Africa, July 12, of 
double pneumonia, aged 37. He had 
peen connected with the stage from 
his early youth, as actor, producer 
and manager. 

Most of his early training was in 
Shakespeare, but following his war 
gervice, his best known successes 
were in ‘The Aristocrat,’ ‘Carnival,’ 
‘The Crooked Friday’ (in which he 
appeared in New York), ‘The Man 
at Six,’ and ‘Fear,’ a psychological 
play by Lord Lathom. He had also 
appeared in films. 

His wife, Mary Glynne, had been 
eo-starring with him during the 
repertory tour on which he was en- 





In Fond Memory of My Friend 


F. W. VANDERSLOOT 


Who Died July 30, 1931 


JERRY VOGEL 





gaged at his death, but had re- 
turned to England with her two 
daughters. 

There being no son, this means 
the last of the Terrys, one of the 
‘oldest theatrical famiiles in Eng- 


land. 





WILLIAM CASTLETTE 

William Driscoll, 70, known pro- 
fessionally before his retirement 15 
years ago as William Castlette, 
died July 22 in Chicago of a com- 
Plication of diseases. He entered 
show business in 1878 at Hart’s 
Comique, Indianapolis, and _ for 
many years as Castlette and 
Thorpe and later with his wife as 
Castlette and Hall was the ace 
horizontal bar act of the American 
variety halls. 

Castlette and Hall toured with 
various Weber and Fields shows 
early in the century. Last profes- 
sional appearance of the pair was 
about 16 years ago in a_ sketch 
written for them by George M. 
Cohan. Elizabeth Hall died five 
years ago. 

Besides a second wife whom he 
married two years ago,’ Driscoll is 
survived by an adopted son. Burial 
in Chicago. 

MAX THOMASHEFSKY 

Max Thomashefsky, 60, of the 
theatrical family of that name, died 
Sunday afternoon (24) in the Mount 
Sinai hospital, New York, after an 
iliness of three months. 

Funeral services will be held this 
afternoon (Tuesday) at 2 o’clock. 

Mr. Thomashefsky was a pioneer 
of the Jewish theatre in America, 
being head of one of the first ven- 
tures of the kind in Philadelphia. 
He was on the stage all his life, 
playing in pictures during his later 
years. He appeared in Warner Bros. 
features and for other picture com- 
panies. 

He made his home.in Brighton 
Beach. Surviving are: the widow 
and one son, Charles Thomas, treas- 
urer of the Barrymore theatre, New 
York. 

CLAUDE COOPER 

Claude Cooper, 51, character 
comedian, died of a heart attack at 
his home in Laurelton, L. IL, July 
20. He had been ill for over a year 
from a throat ailment, which had 
affected his speaking ‘voice. 

Cooper came to the United States 
from London at an early age, mak- 
ing his first stage appearance in 
‘The Red Mill.’ Later did pioneer- 
ing in pictures, acting in and direct- 
ing comedies for Thanhouser in 
Yonkers, 

Widow survives. 
Flushing cemetery. 


Interment in 





CHARLES DEAGAN 

Charles Deagan, 52, who for al- 
Most a score of years appeared in 
Vaude in an impersonating act 
known as Charles and- Madeline 
Dunbar, died July 19 in New York. 
Heart failure occurred shortly after 
his return from a radio debut over 
WOR, Newark. 

In recent years Deagan had been 
doing impersonating bits for ani- 
mated cartoons. 

Widow survives. 





ROBERT S. BIGSBY 
Robert 8. Bigsby, 61,/superintend- 
ent of the Johnny Jones Shows, 
died July 18 of heat prostration in 
Anderson, Ind. 
Widow and three children 
Vive. Burial in Brooklyn. 


sur- 


JACOB KEMPNER 

Jacob Kempner, 55, one of the mo- 
tion picture industry’s pioneers, 
died July 20 at the Hospital for 
Joint Diseases, New York. 

At the time of his death Kempner 
Was assistant manager of the RKO 
Orpheum theatre in Brooklyn. He 
had been with Selznick and other 
picture companies and was respon- 
sible for the importation of numer- 
ous early foreign pictures. 

Interment was in Buffalo, N. Y., 
July 24. 





JACOB SAMUELS 


Jacob Samuels, 65, Coast theatri- 
cal lawyer, died July 17 of cancer 
at his home in San Francisco. 

Since 1923, Samuels, who was in 
partnership with his brother, Oscar, 
in San Francisco, represented Fox 
West Coast, going with the original 
circuit when it took over the Turn- 
er and Dankin houses at that time. 

Besides the brother, widow sur- 
vives. 





PHILIP F. BRANSON 


Philip F. Branson, 73, former 
member of the Tivoli Opera com- 
pany, San Francisco, was killed July 
21 in Ridgefield Park N,. J., when he 
stepped in front of a train. 

Branson retired from light opera 
eight years ago with his wife, 
known on the stage as Mathilda 
Salinger, and went into the insur- 
ance business. Mrs. Branson died 
two years ago. 





MILES MASCH 


Miles Standish March, 72, known 
in legit and vaude as Frank Walsh, 


In Loving Memory of 
JAMES J. WILLIAMS 
Died July 27, 1920 
Mrs. JAMES J. WILLIAMS, JAMES J., Jr., 
and BOYS OF GLOBE TRANSFER CO. 


died July 19 in Bellevue hospital, 
New York. 

March’s last Broadway legit ap- 
pearance was as Judge Haselton in 
‘Here Comes the Bride.’ 





Rachel Garfield, 74, mother of 
Herman Garfield, film producer, and 
Charles, theatre man of Cleveland, 
died July 24 at the Good Samaritan 
hospital, Los Angeles after a pro- 
longed illness. Besides the two 
named, one son and two daughters 
survive. 

The body is being shipped for 
burial in Cleveland. 





George F. Avery, 73, died July 
12 at his home in Newburyport, 
Mass. He was the builder and ow- 
ner of the old Star theatre at a time 
when the motion picture industry 
was in its infancy. 





John Bury, 61, musician, died at 
his home in Los Angeles, July 19. 
Survived by a widow and two sons. 





LAST JUDGMENT 


(Continued from page 39) 


others have funny ideas about them- 
selves, too, all the way from Eve 
to Helen of Troy. Shaw gets the 
idea that since he and Pirandello 
have to hang around they might 
use the time collaborating on a play 
for these people. Then they’ll take 
it into London with the nuts for 
actors and try to put it over as a 
joke on managers, critics and public. 

There's a gag first act curtain 
, when the orderly brings them their 
;supper. They‘re relieved to be talk- 
'jng to someone sane for a change. 
| ‘They ask how long he’s been work- 
‘ing around the place. He stops to 
|figure and then tells them it’s just 
385 years. 

That first act will stand. It sets 
out an original idea in good shape. 
Troubles begin in the second act. 
This is on the stage the nuts use 
for their rehearsals. Too much talk 
between doctors in medical terms 
and it isn’t until the nuts get into 
acting that ahything happens. Shaw 
insists upon reading a long preface 
he has written and they won't listen. 
| Bill Shakespeare is pretty sore be- 
cause they won't take his prolog. All 
sorts of crazy things happen, until 
finally the girl who thinks she’s 
Cleopatra is going after Pirandello 
in a big way when the curtain falls. 

In the third act, as they try to 
have a dress rehearsal, they all go 
|completely cuckoo. God and Judas 








|} both quit, Shaw and Pirandello put | 


on their: robes and try to play the 
|; parts, but the inmates get so wild 
ithe doctor has to call everything off 


j}and send them back to cells. Shaw | 
'and Pirandello, not licked yet, say | 
they'll write a play without actors, | 


except themselves, and they won't | 


even care if it’s a play without an 
audience. The doctor assigns an or- 

derly to take them to cells, too, and 

the curtain goes dawn with Shaw 

talking, talking, talking. 

With less than ten days to re- 
hearse, the Scarborough Players did 
a pretty good job of mounting the 
play. Ciannelli and Eugene Pow- 
ers, who play the two authors, carry 
the bulk of it, and they are both 
good troupers. Ciannelli had an | 
amazingly good make-up as Piran- 
dello and Powers looked like Shaw’s 
whiskers. Arthur Bowyer gave a 
cameo performance as Pierce, Pir- 
andello’s London manager, and 
Richard Whorf was a nifty Octa- 
vius, played with cockney accent. 
He did the sets, too, and they were 
excellent. Peggy Hovenden, Bar- 
bara Williams, Gordon Nelson, Sir 
John Dunn and William Dorbin 
gave other good nut performances. 





Exploitation 





(Continued from page 19) 


throw any light on the subject, but 
| you’ll see a darned good show, etc. 
| Handed out where men go for lunch, 
it will pep up business, 





Too Popular 
It pays to figure even on the 
seemingly innocent stunts. Just 


after school closed a manager with 
a vacant lot near the theatre set up 
a target for boys to shoot at with 
sling shots supplied by the theatre. 
Boys were permitted to practice 
with a prize shoot once a week for 
three weeks when the target prac- 
tice was discontinued. 

By that time a mass of complaints 
had piled up that the boys, when 
they were not on the lot, were 
shooting out windows of vacant 
buildings or plugging stray cats, 
and the police requested the man- 
ager to call it off. He could stop 
the shooting -but he couldn’t undo 
the damage. 


Search for Film Lead 


Los Angeles. 

Paramount’s quest for an un- 
known femme for the title part in 
‘Panther Woman,’ which will take 
the form of a circuit-wide contest 
in all Publix houses, gets under 
way in Los Angeles July 26. Par- 
amount theatre has tied up with the 
Hollywood ‘Citizen-News.’ 

Selected participants will be given 
tests at the Par studio. 











Political Buildup 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Jack Hodges, manager of the 
Florida, got plenty of publicity by 
inviting Mark Wilcox, who beat 
Mrs. Ruth Bryan Owen out for the 
Fourth district congressional nom- 
ination, to speak from the stage 
during the engagement of ‘Wash- 
ington Masquerade.’ 

Even though Wilcox was unable 
to attend, the story got preferred 
local position. 





Weekly Ticket Books 


Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Saenger theatre has been selling 
weekly tickets good for admissions 
for four days, one for each change 
of program, for 50 cents. Tickets 
not transferable and had to be used 
the same week. Manager Hauber 
hoped to sell 2,000 a week, but did 
not quite reach a sale of 1,000. 
Made deals with local business 
concerns to give a free ticket with 
each cash purchase, those stubs 
good on a certain afternoon only. 
This plan has helped attendance, 


CIRCUSES 


(For Current Week—July 25-30) 
Al G. Barnes 
July 25, Dodge City, Kan.; 26, LaJunta, 





Colo.; 27, Pueblo, Colo.; 28, Fort Morgan, 
Colo.; 29 Seotts Bluff, Neb.; 30, Alliance, 
Neb. 
'dagenbeck- Wallace 

July 25, Petoskey, Mich.; 26, ‘Traverse 
City; 27, Big Rapids, Mich,; 28, Luding- 
ton, Mich.; 29, Muskegon; 30, Owosso, 
Mich.; 31, Detroit; Aug. 1, Adrian, Mich. 


Ringling Bros. 
July 24-26, Detroit; 27, Flint; 28, 
Grand Rapids; 29, Kalamazoo; 30, 
South Bend. 


Sells- Floto 


July 25, Portland, Me.; 26, Portsmouth, 
NN. H.3 Salem, Mass.; 28, Concord, 
N. H.; 29, Worcester, Mass.; 30, Spring- 


field, Mass.; Aug. 1, Providence, R, I, 


CARNIVALS 


(For Current Week—July 25-30) 


Beckman & Gerety, Sheboygan, Wis. 
Bremer, Claude Att, Montevideo. 

3ruce Greater Shows, Bingiampton, 
N 


} oe 

Castle-Hirch & E., Saskatoon, Sask. 
Conklins All Canadian, Battleford. 
Empire City, Harrington, Delaware. 
Great Inter. Media, Pa. 

Greenburg Att... McCook, Neb. 
Jones, Johnny J., Salem, II). 
Krause Greater, Harrodsburg. 
Landes, J. L., Wichita, Kan. 
Lang's Lee, Beardstown. 

Pearsons, C. E., Shelbyville. 
Roberts & Ramish, Roseto, 

Roval Amer., Mandan. 








Siebrand Bros., Aberdeen, 
Sol’s Liberty, Roodhouse. 
West Coast Am. Co., Chester. 
West, W. E., Netawaka. 


Hey Rube Battle Gets | 


Carney Man 6 Months | 


Newton, Ia., July 25. 

John C. Clark, 53, Ottumwa, car- 
nival manager, to¢ék six months in 
the county jail on two informations 
charging him with assault and in- 
tent to do great bodily injury, 
rather than go before a grand jury | 
investigation on chances of getting | 
a state pen rap. 

Clark chose to plead guilty after | 
being held in default of $2,000 bail, 
following a scrap at Colfax, June 
23, between carnival employes and | 


towners growing out of an argu. | 
ment over a game of chance. 


STEEL PIER IN 
RED, IST TIME 


Atlantic City, July 25. 

For the first time in its history 
the Steel Pier is in the red. The 
management concedes a minimum 
loss of $200,000 on the summer. 

It was figured that with Steeple- 
chase out of the field, because of 
the fire which razed the Tilyou pier, 
the closeby Steel Pier would be 
able to balance up despite the con- 
ditions. 

Most of the night places are just 
gasping and hoping. At times dur- 
ing week-day evenings, not a single 
paying guest in the house. 

More than ever this season the 
beach is a week-end spot, with 
Sundays finding the Ritz strand as 
packed as Long Beach or Coney. 

















AH the Midway You 
Want for One Buck 


Albia, Ia., July 25. 
A $1 bill will act as a pass to 


UNPRECEDENTED 
POLICE BILL 
IN AKRON 


Akron, O., July 25. 
Unless the Ringling-Barnum cir- 
cus pays the city of Axron $108, 
claimed due for special police serv- 


ice during its recent showing here, 
the big top will not be permitted to 
show in the rubber city again. 

City officials made this statement 
after the appearance of the show 
here this week. It followed a battle 
over tickets by Eddie Sauter, city 
license clerk, who for the entire 
morning, when the show played 
here, debated with Eddie Vaughn, 
show's legal adjuster, over the num- 
ber of tickets for city officials. 

Sauter asked for 500 passes, 300 
with reserves for city officials. 
Vaughn said this was far too many 
and finally a compromise was af« 
ected. The city got 177. 

This week Sauter announced he’s 
sending a bill to the circus for $108 
for special policemen at the grounds, 
A charge like that, it was said, never 
was made before. 

The circus had deposited $200 for 
a permit to show here with 48 cars 
of equipment. Sauter claims there 
were 88 cars. 


CARNIES PICK SPOTS 
NEAR CLOSED ALBANY 


Albany, N. Y., July 25. 
Despite the orders of the mayor 
about two weeks ago that he would 
issue no permits for carnivals, two 
shows appeared in town for a week 
each in the face of protests from 

















everything at the Monroe county 
fair this fall. Good for the entire 
family and the carryall at day and 
night sessions. 

Number of free acts and conces- 
sions are spotted on the program. 





LEGION’S RODEO 
Sydney, ia., July 25. 
The biggest rodeo east of the Mis- 
souri river is to be staged Aug. 
16-19 by the local American Legion 
post, approximately $31,000 to be 
expended in promotion and prizes. 
Reasons for the splurge in 1932 
are several, principally that the 
rodeo of 1931 was one of the few 
larger attractions that showed well 
out of the red. 





Circus Opposish 





(Continued from page 1) 
showing of the circus at these dates 
in such close proximity to the open- 
ing of the state fair would have an 
adverse effect on the latter’s at- 
tendance. R. A. Lee, state fair sec- 
retary, asserts that appearance of 
the circus here in late August last 
year, despite the fair board’s pro- 
test, was the cause of materially 
reducing attendance at the 1931 ex- 
position. 

Cite Promise 


Lee and the others also charge 
breach of faith on the circus man- 
agement’s part. It is claimed that 
at the time the 1931 license was 
granted, a promise was made that 
no application would be made in the 
future for dates later than Aug. 1 
and that, largely on the strength of 
such promise, last year’s permit 
was granted. 

‘The agricultural interests of the 
state are not opposed to circuses,’ 
Lee said in his statement. ‘They 
consider them Worthwhile amuse- 
ment organizations, but they do not 
feel that the state and county fairs, 
laboring as they are under handi- 
caps, should be compelled to face 
this additional competition. During 
August and the first week in Sep- 
tember, 70 county fairs are sched- 
uled in addition to the State fair. 
All these would suffer greatly by 
the appearance of the circus here 
during the height of the fair sea- 


residents. 

A third road organizatiou, the Glick 
show, one of the largest organizae 
tions of its kind to appear in the 
vicinity, played all last week in 
Menands, just outside the city lim- 
its, and did only a fair business. 

As a final step to bar carnivals 
within the city the mayor is pre- 
paring, with the corporation coun<- 
sel, an ordinance prohibiting such 
shows and fairs. The mayor stated 
they are objectional to neighboring 
residents and unless carefully cen- 
sored may have an evil influence 
on children, 

Menands has been luring a nume 
ber of carnivals recently. This vile 
lage is on a good straight road bee 
tween Albany, Watervliet and Troy, 
and is easily accessible. Many care 
nivals have been preferring this vile 
lage and have succeeded in drawe- 
ing crowds from many cities nearby, 
through various methods of adver- 
tising. 





West Springfield, Mass., July 25. 

Board of selectmen has prohibited 
any carnivals from playing here, 
This action follows the granting of 
permits to two local organizations 
to sponsor carnies for the purpose 
of raising money to assist in wel- 
fare work. ‘ 

Chamber of Commerce has been 
protesting against carnivals, but the 
selectmen said this was no factor 
in the decision, 





Timmie’s Chest 


Wichita, Kansas, July 25. 
Timmie O’Neil, stake driver for 
the Al G. Barnes circus, took a 
snooze between acts in the tall 
weeds near a tree. A woman, bent 
on parking her car in the shade, 
drove it directly over Tim's chest. 

At St. Francis Hospital, 15 min- 
utes of probing failed to find any- 
thing wrong with Timmie. 





Clearfield’s Finis 


Altoona, July 25. 
Clearfield county fair, after hav- 
ing been held annually for 72 years, 
will be omitted this year. 
Less than half of the $3,000 
needed to clear up last year’s deficit 
has been secured. 





WARDS QUIT BARNES SHOW 
Los Angeles, July 25. 


Flying Wards quit the Barnes 





son.’ 
Representatives of the circus also ! 
are trying to induce the city council i 
here to reduce the $900 license fee 
for the two days. It is claimed that 
this is a larger fee than any other | 





Williams Midway Att., Cold Spring. 
Yellowstone Att., Moroni, Utah, 


city charges. } 


| show at Salina, Kan., (16) leaving 


the tent aggregation without an 
outstanding air act. Aside from 


swinging ladder routines, all other 
acrobatic work is ground stuff. 
Wards will stay in the middle 


west, playing fair dates. 
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THE CENTRE OF THE WORLD 


ONDON PAVILION| 


PICCADILLY CIRCUS 


General Manager, JOHN SOUTHERN 
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THE LONDON PAVILION HAS WITH LEAP BECOME THE 
WORLD'S VAUDEVILLE CENTRE 


What Is There About The London Pavilion 
Other Vaudeville Houses Don’t Possess? 


~ Its Intimacy Is Such That Every Act Playing There 
Stands Out Like A Million Dollars. 


Every Act Is Allowed To Do Its Full Time So As To 
° Work Naturally. They Are Not Harassed And Cut 
And Made Uncomfortable. 


The Pavilion Plays To Capacity At Every Perform: 
ance And Is Now London’s Greatest Variety House, 


Therefore You Are Always Assured Of A Good 


Reception. 


Hundred Thousand People Pass The London Pavilion 
” Doors Every Day, Making The Audience The Most 
Cosmopolitan In The World. 


COME TO THE PAVILION AND LET THE 
WHOLE WORLD SEE YOU 


ALL COMMUNICATIONS RE DATES TO THE MANAGING DIRECTOR, LONDON PAVILION 


| mo 












































